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N  appearing  before  the  Public 
for  the  first  tune  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  Trtweller,  I  am  naturally 
desirous^  like  most  candidates 
for  &me  in  a  similar  situation, 
of  throwing  myself  upon  the  liberality  of  those 
whcmi  I  address. 

Since  the  establishment  of  peace  up<m  the  Con- 
tinent, the  English  have  eagerly  yielded  to  their 
well-known  ardour  and  curiosity,  in  visiting  those 
countries,  fi-om  which,  by  a  long  and  apparently 
interminable  state  of  war&re,  they  had  been  pre- 
viously excluded.  In  consequence,  the  wealth  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  plentifiiUy  scattered  upon 
VOL.  I.  b 
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U  PREFACE. 

the  soils  of  Italy,  France,  and  Germany ;  and  we 
have  been  &voured,  in  return,  with  many  valuable 
publications,  in  which  the  character,  antiquities^ 
or  peculiarities,  of  the  countries  visited,  have  been 
described  with  ability  and  truth. 

But,  while  one  Traveller  has  confined  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  ^n/i^uiVi^^;  and  another, 
with  the  same  exclusive  attention,  to  the  produce 
and  properties  of  soil;  while  a  third  has  travelled 
for  the  purposes  of  political  economy — a  fourth 
as  a  statistical,  and  a  fifth  as  b, picturesque,  tourist; 
there  have  been  few  or  none  who  have  favoured 
us  with  an  account  of  the  treasures  of  t^e 
Libraries,  or  of  the  general  literary  character, 
of  those  people  with  whom  they  have  associated. 
For  the  first  time,  therefore,  the  Public  will  here, 
find  some  attempt  to  gratify  them  in  this  important 
branch  of  information. 

Not  that  I  can  boast  of  having  done  inuch, 
beyond  exciting  the  curiosity  of  the  more  en- 
terprising to  make  fiirther  researches,  and  to 
impart  more  valuable  information :  yet  I  would 
&in  believe  that,  in  a  Tour  which  professes  to 
be  "  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL,**  as  Well  as  "antiquarian 
and  PICTURESQUE,"  there  have  been  some  suc^ 
cessfid  attempts  to  inform  the  lovers  of  literature. 
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PREFACE.  m 

and  the  collectors  of  books,  of  the  various  and 
afanost  inexhaustible  sources  of  information  which 
the  Libraries  of  foreign  countries  contain.  And 
perhaps  it  may  be  here  worth  remarking,  that  there 
are  few  pursuits,  more  gratifying^  to  foreigners, 
or  more  likely  to  lead  to  useful  results,  than  those 
connected  with  the  object  jw9t  specified  in  the 
title-page  of  this  work.  In  the  furtherance  of 
micfa  object,  I  am  willing  to  hope  that,  as,  on  the 
<me  hand,  I  have  always  found  the  friendliest  dis- 
position to  assist  my  researches,  so,  on  the  other, 
there  has  been  no  backwardness  in  a  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment of  favours  conferred.  Where  so 
many  have  contributed  their  kind  offices,  it  would 
be  invidious  to  mention  some  names  in  exclu- 
sion of  others ;  and  a  register  of  the  whole  would 
occupy  too  large  a  portion  of  these  prefetory 
remarks.  But  it  is  here  the  less  necessary,  as  the 
names  and  the  services  of  the  persons  alluded  to 
will  be  found  recorded  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

It  will  therefore  be  for  the  reader  to  determine 
in  what  manner  I  have  done  justice  to  the  '^  rich 
and  rare"  volumes,  in  manuscript  and  print,  which 
have  been  imreservedly  submitted  to  my  inspec- 
tion. My  object  has  been  to  select,  and  bear 
away,  many  of  the  curious,  splendid,  and  interest- 
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IV  PREFACE. 

ing  specimena  of  abit,  of  Hm  '^  OIM  tlOlt/'  con- 
taiq#d  m  these  volumes ;  and  irrliicii^  till  their  pre- 
sent appearance/  were  probably  scsroelj  known 
—even  to  their  possessors*  If,  by  means  of  the 
beautiful  embellishments  selected  from  such  vo- 
lumes— and  espedally  from  those  in  the  royal 
libraries  of  Paris  and  Vienna* — ^I  may  be  ami 
to  have  thrown  a  few  flowers  upon  the  otherwise 
unalluring  path  of  Bibliography^  I  shall  never 
.consider  my  time  mis-spent,  nor  the  expenses, 
attendant  on  my  labours,  misapplied.  I  am,  how- 
ever, abundantly  persuaded  that  very  much,  of  t&e 
same  character,  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished ; 
whicha  should  the  present  attempt  be  crowned 
with  success,  may  possibly  stimulate  other  travel- 
lers to  more  prosperous  undertakings.  FormysetC 
the  present  is  both  e^Jirst  and  final  effort. 

*  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  examine  the  pages,  in  the 
'«0oond  and  third  volumes,  under  the  above  running  titles;  in 
w|vph  he  will  diaoover,  together  with  several  omiciKAL  portraits, 
(here  published  for  the  first  time)  a  great  maay  beautiful  spe- 
cimens of  art  which  have  been  hid  for  centuries  from  general 
knowledge.  The  series  of  wood  cuts,  illustrative  of  the  Ihck-iodk^ 
preserved  at  Mbj^CK,  form  sinking  contrasts  to  the  more  de- 
licate ^\  specimens  o^  art""  just  alluded  ta  But  $uch  rude  repi^ 
sentations  are  not  without  their  use— even  if  they  be  considered 
only  as  a  supfdement  to  Heineken'^s  Idk  GirUrak  ctune  CoOecHon 
C(mpleUedes  Estampes. 
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PREVAeS.  V 

AniMCBOdrtiKitiiis  potiAiit,  has  heen  the  desi^  of 
pwaMrfiii^tliemtkiiialfl  of  I^ 
mexkU  comncm  to:  tb^  lower  orders  of  fihe  people 
^ere  I  hare  resided.  These  miainials  are  in 
y^se  and  in  ptose ;  and  I  harrb  endeavoured  both 
to  dinwnsify  and  enhren  the  foUbwing  pages,  by 
die  introduction  of  specimens  or  extracts  from 
khm&^-^'especially  throughout  the  account  of  the 
tour  in  Noemakdy.  Whether  in  the  unpreme- 
ditated BaUad,  or  the  systematic  Cdtechistnj^it 
will  be  ^observed  that  the  genius  a^d  character  of 
tke  people  are  yet  the  same.  There  will  be  fre- 
(Juently. found,  in  either  composition,  the  same 
peculiarity  of  custom,  the  same  naiVet^  of  expries- 
8ic«,  and  the  same  felicity  (^  reply.  Whether  the 
iMnual  be  moral  or  retigious-^and  whether  the 
song  treat  of  chivalry  or  of  love  "it  generally  jiar- 
takes  of  that  spirit  and  raciness  which  defies  trans- 
fusion into  a  different  language.  In  the  notes,  wiU 
be  found  accounts  of,  and  extracts  from,  rare  and 
ovious  pieces,  which  may  reward  the  toil  of  dili- 
gent perusal. 

So  much  in  explanation  of  the  bibliographical 
objects  in  this  Tour.     The  second  object,  as  the 

•  Sec  Vol.  I.  pp.  1  S3— 6:  138—146:  224:  316—821:  455— 
444:  Vol.  il  pp.  3:  23:  48—52:  54:  kc. 
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VI  PREFACE. 

title-pa^  announces,  is  antiquariaiC;  or  don- 
nected  with  the  Antiquities  of  the  several  places 
visited.  These  antiquities  have  been  principally 
archttecturaly  with  the  exception  of  such  as  are  in* 
dicated  chiefly  in  the  second  volume.*  Of  thoft^ 
which  are  distinctly  architectural,  the  views  of 
the  Cathedral  and  the  Rue  du  Bac,  at  Rouen  ;  of 
the  Chttrch  of  St.  Pierre  and  of  the  Abbey  qf  St. 
Stephen,  at  Caen  ;  of  the  Cathedrals  of  Coutances, 
Strasbourg,  Uhn,  and  Vienna  ;  of  the  churches  of 
St.  Mary  and  St.  James,  at  Nuremberg — ^togeth^ 
with  the  monasteries  qfMolk  and  Goftwic,  and  por- 
tions of  the  crypt  at  Freysing,  and  the  chiurch  of 
the  Monastery  qf  St.  James,  at  Ratisbon—BB  well 
as  the  old  Palace  or  Castle  at  Heidelberg — 
may  alone  be  considered  sufficient  to  establish  the 
propriety  of  the  second  epithet  in  the  title-page  of 
this  work.  But  there  are  other  decorations,  smaller 
in  size,  yet  not  less  briUiant  in  execution,  which 
may  be  equally  classed  in  the  same  department.*!' 
It  remains  to  notice  the  portion  of  the  work 

*  This  exception  refers  more  particularly  to  the  Plates  from 
page  491  top.  500. 

f  Of  these  smaUer  antiquarian  decorations,  the  Castle  ofArques, 
near  Dikppe  ;  the  remains  ofihe  old  castle  xoaUs,  the  basso-relievo 
of  the  Champ  de  Drop  d'Or,  and  the  figures  upon  the  monuments 
of  Cardinal  Amboise,  and  the  Seneschal  de  BrezS,  at  RouEif ;  the 
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vAaeh  is  d^ioniiiiated  PiCTURE^Qtrs ;  and  of 
wlttdi  some  of  the  embellishments  necessarily  paor-* 
take  of  the  antiquarian  character.  The  View  cf 
Rouen,  on  the  road  to  Havre;  of  CiMdibec;  of 
MarUfHorenci  Cattle,  at  TancartiUe  ;  of  Falcdse 
Caitle;  of  the  Boulevards  dX  Paris;  of  the  Old 
Gatewmf  and  New  Gateway,  at  Nancy ;  of  the 
Market  Place  and  Hdiel  de  Ville  at  Stuttgart; 
€i  the  Citadel  of  Salzburg;  oi  Albert  Durers 
Street,  at  Nuremberg;  and  the  Halt  qf  Pilgrims 
to  Gottwic  Monastery  ; — ^to  say  nothing  of  minor 
views,  of  the  same  character,  —  may  fidrly  en*' 
title  me  to  this  popular  epithet ;  even  at  a  tune 
when  almost  every  bookseller  s  shop  is  teem- 
ing with  publications  professing  to  be  similar 
views  of  countries  abroad  and  at  home.  I  will 
not  enter  upon  the  invidious  task  of  comparing 
these,  with  others  which  are  just  now  claiming 
the  attention  of  the  public;  but  it  is  equally 
my  duty  and  inclination  to  affirm,  that  the  beauty 

eld  houses  at  Caen  ;  the  fac-nmiles  of  the  Bayeuv  Tapestry,  (of 
which  the  larger  plate  is  perfectly  unrivalled,)  at  Bayeux  ;  the 
Castle  at  Vibe  ;  the  Castle  and  supposed  head  of  William  the 
Conqueror^  at  Falaise  ;  the  old  buildings^  and  cathedral  oma^ 
ments,  at  Strasbourg — together  witli  the  illustrations,  of  a  similar 
kind,  at  Ratisbon  and  Nubembebg,  are  among  the  principal . . 
which  claim  the  peculiar  attention  of  the  reader. 
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ef  the  mewB  k  tMs  work;  is  at  least  nequalJted  by 

It  is  therafore  but  a  necessary  conseqpieiiee  of 
the  {Qoegping  pramises^  to  introduce  the  name  of 
the  Amtut,  to  whom,  after  all,  these  pages  are 
probably  mdebtod  for  ihmr  chief  scwree  of  attracts 
tion.  Mr^  Gborge  Lewis,  who  accompanied  me, 
has  here  given  such  proofe  of  a  varied  and  hi^py 
talent,  that  I  hardly  know  ( ''  absit  invidia'' )  whey» 
to  look  for  a  union  of  such  attainm^its  in  ^y 
ether  living  Artist.  When  I  say  this,  I  am  not 
immindAil  of  the  superior  claims  of  merit,  in  a 
knowledge  of  architectural  perspective  and  an* 
tiquities,  which  distinguish  the  eflBwts  of  Coney, 
Mack£K«e,  Blore,  Nash,  Wild,  and  Cot- 
man* — names,  which  are  equally  a  glory  to  the 

•  Of  Ae  above  artists,  two  only  have  ventured  to  exercise  their 
pencils  upon  the  shores  of  Normandy.  Mr.  Cotman  is  first  in  the 
order  of  time.  His  work  wiB  be  found  occasionally  referred  to, 
in  the  first  volume  of  diese  pages.  They  are  entitled  Anolo- 
NoRMAK  Antiquities  ;  of  which  foiu*  parts  (in  folio)  have  al- 
ready appeared.  This  publication  consists  entirely  of  architect 
tural  and  antiquarian  views,  with  a  slender  portion  of  text,  without 
literary  pretensions ;  and  these  views  are  both  drawn  and  engraved 
by  the  author.  They  are  thoroughly  artist-like ;  without  minute 
fini^  or  marking  of  the  parts,  or  much  breadth  of  shadow :  and 
they  reflect  very  great  credit  upon  the  talents  of  their  author.  Some- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  rival  publication  has  recently  appeared  in 
France,  under  the  title  afMonumens  Nomumdg,  by  Joliheks  :  ao- 
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«itaaiMl.iy>  tWage«  But  the  stiEider  will  cMt  hie 
eye  upon  the  views  included  in  the  AN'riQUARiAKr 
depmtnent  cf  Hm  woik,  and  be  will  pereeiye 
that  Mr.  Iiewis  is  nearly  as  pow^cful  in  the  de^ 
Uneation  of  Ootbio  remains^  as  of  picturefsque  i^ 
pewanoes  ef  nature^  and  of  national  character  in 
graups  of  the  common  people.  It  was  ;due  to 
talents  of  this  description^  and  moie  espac^ially  was 
it  due  to  a  hberal  public,  that  the  ocpies  finAn  sudb 
a  pencil  should  be  worthy  of  the  original  ;  and 
I  am  willing  to  hope  that,  as  no  exptense  has  been 
qiared,  luid  no  .pains  and  exertions  haye  been 
withheld,  the  Bif  gbavings  in  these  volumes  may, 
upmi  the  whole,  be  coi^dered  a  sfdendid  and 
permanent  monument  of  the  progress  of  B&iiMstt 
Art. 

aMnpanied  by  letter-press,  in  folio.  The  plates  are  lithographical — 
but  they  are  what  artists  oall  ^*  woolly  and  feeble.'"  Nevertheless,  they 
occasicmally  exhibit  architectural  relics  which  are  dear  to  the  cu- 
rious eye  of  an  Antiquary.  The  performances  of  Mr.  Mackeitzik 
are  of  a  dass  quite  different  to  either  of  the  foregoing.  They  are 
minute,  elaborate,  and  highly  finished  drawings,  chiefly  of  the  Ca- 
THBDEAL  AKTiQaiTiBs  of  France  -^  with  the  figures  suj^lied  by 
the  pencil  of  a  very  able  native  artist,  M.  L  anglois.  It  is  han% 
possible  to  say  too  much  in  commendation  of  these  exquisite,  and 
really  matchless,  productions;  and  when  the  public  Ijeam  that  they 
will  be  made  acquainted  with  them  through  the  burins  o{  the  TWd 
LbKsuxs.  .  .they  will  have  (mlytolookfiirwardto  agmtifieatien, 
which,  of  its  kind,  cannot  possiUy  be  exceeded.- 
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Revertmg  to  llie  Text-^tmd  being  desiioiu  of 
detaining  the  reader  as  short  a  time  as  posrible^— 
it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  states 
that  these  Letters  must  be  understood  as  having 
been  written  abroad;  and  that  the  Notes  are 
necessarily  the  result  of  subsequent  intellig^ice, 
nnce  the  author  s  return  to  En^and.  In  the 
second  place,  it  may  be  permitted  me  to  re- 
mark, that,  of  the  countries  here  described,  Nor- 
HANDT  (although  in  France)  may  be  considered 
a  distinct  and  peculiar  country ;  and  in  a  great 
measure  new  to  Briti^^  readers.  Since  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  Ducarel's  very  pompous  but  very  im- 
perfect work  upon  Anglo-Norman  AntiquitieSp* 
there  has  been,  with  some  few  recent  exceptions,i^ 
scarcely  any  thing  deserving  of  the  carefiil  perusal 


^  It  was  published  in  1768,  in  a  thin  folio  volume,  with  a  good 
number  of  plates ;  which  latter  are  remarkable  only  fear . . .  their 
general  infidelity,  and  want  of  the  most  ordinary  artisUlike  talent, 

f  9ome  Jew  recent  exceptional  The  principal  of  these  "  exoep* 
tions,^  is  the  work  of  my  friend  Mr.  Dawson  Tuenee,  under  the 
tide  of  Some  Account  of  a  Tour  in  Normandy^  <$*c.  published  by  J. 
and  A.  Arch,  in  1820,  in  two  octavo  volumes,  in  a  manner  equally 
es^table  to  the  author,  the  artists,  and  the  printer.  I  hardly  know 
•0  elegant  a  specimen  of  a  Provincial  Press.  But  this  is  only 
a  seoondary  merit ;  the  style  is  that  of  a  lettered  gendeman,  and 
the  researches  and  ojunions,  which  the  work  developes,  are  thoseofa 
sober  and  senmble  antiquary.    The  copper-plate  embdlishments 
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of  an  En^dsh  aatiquary . .  respecting'  a  country^ 
from  whidi  6ar  Kings,  and  a  great  portion  of  onr 
Nobility,  have  sprung— *and  in  which  many  oi 
the  churches  and  castles  are  supposed  to  have 
been  erected  either  by  English  mcmey  or  by 
Engfish  hands.  Nor  k  the  fertility  of  its  soil, 
and  beauty  of  its  landscape,  (which  latter  haiv 
monises  so  perfectly  with  its  objects  of  art)  less 
deserving  of  the  admiration  of  the  traveller: 

are  entirely  by  female  hands  .  •  the  dearest  to  the  author  which 
could  have  been  employed  . .  and  if  they  are  sometimes  slight,  or 
sometimes  incomplete,  they  are  generally  delicate  and  faithful, 
and  rarely  fail  to  arrest  attention  and  receive  applause.  Mr. 
Turner  was  earlier  in  the  Norman  field  than  myself ;  but  it  has 
been  gratifying  to  me  to  observe,  that,  without  any  previous  or 
subsequent  communication,  we  have  formed  many  similar  opinicms 
respecting  the  same  objects  of  art  and  antiquity.  We  have,  also, 
without  the  least  previous  knowledge,  devoted  pretty  nearly  the 
same  number  of  pages  to  the  same  coimtries  described.  In  o\xt 
respective  performances,  however,  some  places  will  be  found  to  have 
been  visUed  by  one  traveller,  which  the  other  omitted  to  see :  and 
vice  versa.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Turner's  performance  is  a  valu- 
able  addition  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  respecting  the  architec- 
tural Aktiquitiks  of  Normandy.  A  yet  more  recent  publica- 
tion upon  Normandy  is  that  of  Mrs.  Stothabd,  under  the  title  of 
"  Letters  xoriiten  during  a  Tour  throtigh  Normandj^^  BrtUany^ 
and  other  Parts  ^Francey  m  the  year  1818 ;  published  by  Messrs. 
Longman  and  Co.  in  1820,  4  to.  This  work  appears  to  treat  more 
fully  rf  Brittany  than  of  Normandy ;  but  I  have  as  yet  had  no 
opportunity  of  examining  its  contents.  The  plates^  for  the  sake 
of  the  name  and  reputation  of  Mr.  Stotuari),  should  have  been> 
elsewhere. 
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Y(kS^,  Vb  tlttiio9(a]iiie>  of  «h«  iSOi^ 
"v^ifyfi^ejxti^tiflhmrni  ik^fte^  diiindtenM36s^  of  a 
%]6^  sct^  with  mhdebi  ouf  aiitiqutbriiiii  eyd'haVe 
beoof  £iiD]]iar  in  tiitt  fflumkiafied  paged  6f  tiie 

The  fint  volume  of  tliis  work,  togedier  witli  a 
svpXL  ipoitMm  of  the  isecond,  k  exdusively  devoted 
ta  Nonnluady.  The  treagures  of  the  Public 
LiBBJLRiBs  OF  Pari«  flimish  tiie  chief  materials 
of  the  aecond  yolume ;  and  a  portion  of  the  third 
still  belongs  to  France.  In  consequence,  the 
account  of  Germany  is  confined  widiin  narrower 
limits  than  was  originally  intended  :  yet  I  am  wil- 
liiig  to  hope  that  it  will  appear  that  the  biblio- 

GRAF^tCAL  and  ARCHITECTURAL   ANTIQUITIES  of 

*  ihe  costume  of  Hie  common  people.'] — ^The  smaller  plales  (en- 
grated  wiA  so  imich  talent  by  the  several  artists  whose  names  are 
attached  to  them)  will  fidly  justify  the  truth  of  the  above  remark. 
These  pktes  abound  mare  frequently  in  the  first  volume;  as 
in  the  groups  at  Dieppe^  Rouen,  Caen,  and  St.  Lo, — Noemandt 
bong  a  country  fertile  in  die  exhiUtion  of  ancient  and  curious 
costume.  But  they  are  also  seen  at  Paris,  (vol.  ii.  p.  499.)  Stras- 
bowg^  (vol.  liL  p.  82.)  and  Jfiimcft  (vol.  iiL  p.  255.)  In  respect  to 
the  largo:  sulgects — such  as  the  FiUe  de  Chambre  at  Dieppe,  at 
Caen,  and  at  Nuremberg-- it  should  be  observed  that  these  are  re- 
presented with  great  attention  to  truth ;  and  perfectly  divested  of 
that  theairical  and  artificial  air  given  to  similar  subjects  by  Frendi 
Artists.  They  also  serve  to  prove,  that  the  high  caps  and  stiff 
garments,  which  have  deligjhted  the  civious  Antiquary  in  andent 
Uluminaticxis,  are  yet  hr  from  being  ideal  ornaments. 
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Degle9l;^.. , In^i^/irwMT department; tliei$bit»* 

si^ectjfs  pf.ft^^eqUon  aad'Odmifation;  and  to  havtl 
seesi  the  celebrated  purple  MS.  of  a  portion  of  the 
^Qjfk  <f-  Gi^^H**rrr9do^a»ed  vnfik-  the  art  of  the 
fourth  ceQtuiyr-J)a9,  alone,  almost  requited  the 
toil,  sod  paiBS  pf.  a.jotfmey  of  no  very  ordinaiy  ex* 
tenl;..  In  the  depattiarat  (£  arokiteciurtd  antp- 
qfiitfff,  th^  cities  of,  Ratisbok  and  NuREMBin[t0 
ar^  of  themselves,  sufficient  to  supply  the  most 
curious  and  interesting  details  for  a  work  of  at 
le^t  half  th^  extent  of  the  pj^s^it. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  objects  of  other  travellens,  *at 
the  feelings  with  which  those  objects  have  been 
viewed  by  them  —  whether  as  connected  wkh 

♦  purple  MS.  qf  a  portion  of  the  book  qfOenesie.]  Thi$  MS. 
I  lyiprehend.  to  be  the  ddest  extant  It  has  been  before  des- 
cribe (on  ihe  e9uclu9ive«utbority  of  Lambedus)  in  the  BUM!id|gi^ii. 
phicplj^ecam^rany  yoLL  p.^^iii—iv*  Onoe,  for  all,  kt  me  be  hem 
allowed  to  say,,  that,  wheneyer  that  vork  and  Xh^BMieOiecaSper^ 
ceriana  Bayt  been  quoted,  mthe  following  pages,  it  has  been  dnly 
whep  tibey  were  concttyed  to  afford  the  best  infermadon,  within  the 
auflf qp^'^a  knpiwledge^  upon  the  subject  treated  of.  I  would  cheer-^ 
fiilfer  wa?ge  the  rig^,  which  every  man  pooocoocfl,  of  doing  what  hef 
plcppf^  witl^.  his  ^ypEk  pmperty,  if  I  thou^t  the  imputation  of  '' 
egotism  could  be  justly  said  toaiqply  to  midi  self-reterence.  ^' 
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art  or  with  society — I  have  never  ceased  to  bear 
in  mind,  that  an  attachment  to  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  one*s  awn  comitry,  could  never  be  in- 
creased by  a  systematic  disparagement  of  those 
of  others :  that  civilities  and  kindnesses  conferred, 
called  for  grateful  returns ;  and  that  the  senti- 
ments which  possessed  me,  at  an  early  period  of 
my  continental  visit,*  have  never  ceased  to  operate 
till  the  moment  of  my  return.  This  confession 
implies  neither  unqualified  praise,  nor  unqualified 
censure,  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  coun- 
tries visited.  It  neither  checks  fi-eedom  of  thought, 
nor  truth  of  observation — but  least  of  all  does  it 
betray  a  fixed  and  mahgn  disposition  to  disown 
the  soil  of  one's  birth,  to  forget  the  country  which 
has  yielded  protection  to  our  persons  and  pro- 
perties, and  to  traduce  those  laws  which  have 
long  rendered  her  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the 
world.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  I  may  say  with  a  wri- 
ter,^  when  speaking  of  the  character  of  France — 
'*  Gens,  humanitate  in  exteros,  benevolentia  in  eru- 
dites, et  facili  in  omnes  comitate,  pr^  aliis  in- 
8IGNIS '' — I  trust,  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  may  be 

•  See  vol.  I  183,  4. 

f  Buckley  ;  in  his   dedication  of  the  edition  of  De  ThouCa 
HiHaria  sui  Temparis  to  Dr.  Mead. 
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permitted  to  conclude,  in  the  words  of  a  much 
lugher  authority,* — ''  I  suppose  that,  wherever 
mention  is  made  of  countries,  manners,  or  men, 
the  English  People,  among  the  first  that  shall 
he  praised,  may  deserve  to  he  accounted  a  right 
pious,  right  honest,  and  right  hardy  nation.'* 

Thomas  Frognall  Dibdin. 

P.  S.  I  had  forgotten  to  state,  that  the  references, 
in  some  of  the  notes,  to  the  ^Edes  Althorpian^s 
must,  till  the  publication  of  that  work — towards 
the  close  of  the  year — be  considered  as  premature. 
When  these  volumes  were  put  to  press,  it  was 
imagined  that  they  would  have  been  preceded  by 
the  work  in  question.  The  unavoidable  cause  of 
the  delay  of  that  work,  is  sufficiently  known  to 
the  pubUc. 

♦  Milton:— fTorib,  vol.  i. p.  217 :  M  edit.  I698 
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LETTER  I. 


PASSAGE  TO  DIEPPE. 


Dieppe,  April  20, 1818. 

At  length  then,  my  dear  Friend,  the  long  projected 
"  Voyage  bibliographique,  antiquaire,  et  pittoresque," 
has  begun  to  be  carried  into  execution ;  and  the 
•'  Voyageur''  is  safely  landed  upon  the  shores  of  Nor- 
mandy. When  I  think  upon  those  pleasant  strolls 
which  we  iised  occasionally  to  enjoy  together  upon 
the  Downs,  or  on  the  Cliff,  at  Brighton — ^when  I  call 
to  mind  how  you  used  to  excite  my  curiosity,  and 
in&me  my  love  of  enterprise,  by  pointing  to  every 
accidental  white  sail  which  glimmered  in  the  offing 
of  that  dreary  expanse  of  sea ; — how  you  told  me  that 
the  outward-bound  vessel  was  carrying  some  adven- 
turous bibliographer  to  run  away  with  all  the  book- 
treasures  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
that  the  inward-bound  was  freighted  with  such  vo- 
lumes as  Maittaire  had  never  dreamt  of,  nor  Panzer 
had  seen — and  when  you  chided  me  for  my  scr^pu^ 
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lous  ddays,  because  I  was  unmlling  to  break  away 
from  Decambronic  engagements,  till  the  *^  Ten  Days 
Pleasant  Discourse'*  were  fully  and  feurly  before  the 
public : — when,  I  say,  "  I  do  remember  me  of  these 
things,**  and  look  back  upon  that  said  ocean  which  I 
have  crossed,  and  upon  the  strange  and  grotesque 
objects  by  which  J  am  here  surrounded,  I  cannot  but 
experience  a  combination  of  feelings  and  of  thoughts 
which  it  were  difficult  to  have  anticipated,  and  which 
it  is  still  more  difficult  to  describe.  Without  further 
pre£a€e  or  prologue,  therefbre,  I  shall  rush  at  once 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  discussion.  In  other  #ords, 
I  shall  transmit  to  you  (as  you  have  earnestly  requested 
me  to  do)  such  periodical  accounts  of  my  ^^  travels  and 
adventures*'  as  may  be  most  likely  to  interest  yourself 
and  fiEtmily.  Grant  me  all  your  indulgent  patience,  and 
all  yournanquaMfied  eandour. 

^  Vmis  ymlk  done,  Measieuiis,  k  Dieppe  !**-^ex-^ 
claimed  the  landlord  (De  La   Rue)  of  the  Grand 
H6tel  tfAufgleterre — as  we  mode  our  way  through  a 
vvM^mtfaig  crowd  of  old  and  young,  of  both  sexes, 
with  cards  of  addresses  in  dieir  hands,  entreating  ug 
io^takieufyottt  abode  at  theh*  respective  hotels  ...... 

^ut  I  kikow  yVHir  love  ctf  method,  and  of  minuteaess  of 
detaS,  ^and  that  you  will  be  angry  with  me  if  I  do  not 
^<  begin- at  the  beginning.**  Be  ll  so  then :  and  yet,  what 
oan^  you  possiUy  expect  in  the  description  of  that> 
w^h  thousands,  and  perhaps  tens  of  thousands,  have 
done  and  said  before  me? 

It  was  surely  on  one  of  the  finest  of  all  fine  days  that 
i  left  my  home,  on  the  14th  of  this  present  monA,  for 
4he  tend  of  castles,  churches,  and  anci^at  chiv^ry.  Tbe 
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wind  from  the  south-east  was  blowing  pretty  smartly 
at  the  time;  bnt  the  sky  was  wifliout  a  clond^  and  I 
eonld  not  but  look  upon  the  brillianey  of  every  ex-- 
temal  object  as  a  favonraUe  omen  of  the  progress 
and  termination  of  my  tonr.  The  word  of  departure 
lieing  given — ^in  one  minute  not  a  particle  of  my  little 
brick  dwellmg  was  to  be  seent  when^  commending  its 
precious  inhabitants  to  the  especial  care  of  Heaven  till 
my  return^  I  (Sank  quietly  backwards  upon  my  seat, 
and  essayed  to  hold  discourse  with  my  companions. 
Those  companions,  as  you  well  know»  were  Mr.  Gboriqb 
Lewis,  and  my  Son.  The  former,  an  artist  of  siiigular 
m^t  and  amiable  manners,  was  selected  to  accom- 
pany me  throughout  the  whole  of  my  joum^  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  views,  or  of  making  copies,  of  what 
might  be  deemed  curious  and  precious  in  art. 

Adva*se  winds,  or  the  indolence  or  unwillingness  of 
the  Captain,  detained  us  at  Brighton  two  whole  days 
— instead  of  sailing,  as  we  were  led  to  expect,  on  the 
day  following  ,our  arrival  there.  We  were  to  form 
the  first  ship*s  company  which  had  visited  France 
this  season.  Hie  passengers  becoming  clamorous  as 
well  as  numerous,  it  was  resolved  that  we  should  sail 
on  the  Friday :  when,  the  wind  still  blowing  stiffly, 
with  lowering  clouds  from  the  south-east — and  the 
Captain  still  thinking  his  passengers  out  of  their  wits 
to  desire  to  sail  with  such  an  almost  directly  adverse 
wind — ^we  were  launched  upon  the  ocean  in  the  jolly 
boat ;  and  approaching  our  gallant  little  packet,  the 
Nancy*  commanded  by  Captain  Blabbr,  the  cmchor 

*  This  smart  ttttle  vend^  cooddered  to  be  the  fiutest  aaiBiiig  packet 
from  Dieppe,  of  about  70  tone  burden^  acarcely  sunrived  our  voyage 
VOL.  I.  B 
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was  weighed^  and  hoisting  sail,  we  stood  oat  to  sea. 
The  day  b^an  to  improve  upon  us.  The  gloomy  ap- 
pearances of  the  morning  gradually  brightened  up.  A 
host  of  black  clouds  rolled  heavily  away.  The  sun  at 
length  shone  in  his  full  meridian  splendour,  and  the 
ocean  sparkled  as  we  cut  through  its  emerald  waves  . . 

Vela  dabant  l^eti,  et  spumas  salis  aere  ruebant. 

As  we  were  approaching  the  period  of  a  fuU  moon, 
about  four  o'clock  that  chaste  orb  became  fisiintly 
visible  in  the  opposite  horizon ;  and  for  some  two  or 
three  hours  our  spirits  continued  buoyant,  chiefly  from 
the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the  day.  What  moments 
were  these  for  the  indulgence  of  gay  hope,  and  ardent 
expectation !   It  was  to  be  my  debftt  upon  a  foreign 

dghteen  months.  Her  end  had  neaily  proved  fktal  to  every  soul  oh 
board.  In  a  dark  nighty  in  the  month  of  September^  when  bound 
for  Dieppe^  she  was  struck  by  a  heavy  London  brig.  The  crew  were 
with  difficulty  saved — and  the  vessel  went  down  within  about  twenty- 
five 'minutes  after  she  had  been  struck. 

In  former  times,  it  should  seem  that  the  voyage  was  usually  under- 
taken from  Rye.    In  the  Memoirs  of  Sbr  Hugh  ChoUnUff,  KuL  amd 
Bart  \6B7,  Part  IL  p.  xxi.  4to.  there  is  an  interesting  account  of  a 
passage  from  '  Rye  to  Deep,*  (in  which  Sir  Hugh  was  a  passenger), 
upon  a  very  stormy  night— in  which  above  eighty  sail  '  were  lost 
between  the  entrance  of  the  river  at  Rye,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Thames.* 
Sir  Hugh  was  driven  back}  but  in  a  week  afterwards  tried  the  same 
passage  with  success.    He  condudes  by  describing  the  sailon  at 
Dieppe  as  ''  a  sort  of  very  troublesome  and  exacting  seamen,  aad 
with  the  stink  of  the  worst  tobacco  in  the  world,  added  such  suf- 
fering to  those  who   being   subject  to  sea-sickness,  had  endured 
enough  a-board  a  bad  vessel,  and  small  cabin,  that  this  addition  be- 
came almost  intcderable.    Indeed  it  was  scarce  to  be  endured  by  audi 
who  used  not  to  pomplaiii  of  evik  at  sea !  * 
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land ;  and  as  I  supposed  we  neared  the  French  coasts 
I  strained  my  eyes  to  obtain  an  early  glimpse  of  somer 
thing  in  the  shape  of  cliff  or  jettie.  But  the  wind  con- 
tinued more  determinedly  in  the  south-east :  the  waves 
rose  in  larger  masses ;  and  our  little  vessel  threw  up  a 
heavy  shower  of  foam  as  we  entered  upon  the  various 
tacks.  Then  it  was  that  the  pallid  cheek,  and  heavy 
eye,  and  dejected  visage,  became  manifest :  while,  to 
add  to  our  wretchedness,  the  Captain  told  us  that,  on 
tacldng  from  Beechey  Head,  it  would  be  advisable  for 
every  one  to  go  below — ^for  that  the  wind  would  be 
blowing  '^  rather  fresh."  These  '^  rathers,"  my  good 
frigid,  sound  gently  enough  from  the  mouth ;  but  are, 
in  themselves,  sometimes  words  of  terrific  import.  In 
another  s^ise,  we  Wjere  to  prepare  for  a  strong  breeze, 
or  something  like  a  stiff  gale— although,  wonderful  to 
say!  the  atmosphere  continued  cloudless. 

It  is  a  grand  sight — that  vast,  and  apparently  inter- 
minable ocean ! 


maria  undique  et  undique  coelum ! 


We  now  darted  from  Beechy  Head  upon  a  long  tack 
for  the  French  coast ;  and  as  the  sun  declined,  we 
found  it  most  prudent  to  put  our  Captain's  advice  intb 
execution.  Then  commenced  all  the  miseries  of  the 
voyage !  The  moon  had  b^^n  to  assert  her  ascendancy, 
when,  racked  with  torture  and  pain  in  our  respective 
berths,  a  tremendous  surge  washed  completely  over  the 
deck,  sky-light^  and  binnacle :  and  down  came  in  con- 
sequence, drenched  with  the '  briny  wave,'  the  hardiest 
of  our  crew^  who  had,  till  then,  ventured  to  linger 
upon  deck.  That  crew  was  various ;  and  not  without 
a  few  of  the  natives  of  those  shores  which  We  were 
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about  to  fisit.    Thar'g^KtJ^hoiPeref'COtitiMied 
turbed^  in^  sjMterof  ftequmt  and  vkknt  indkpdation. 

Dr.  JohnsQQ,  I  believe,  preferred  a  prisoa  to  a  ship — 
chiefly  from  the  dread  of  fire.  There  are  other  causes 
from  whidi  a  praferenoe  may  be  glv«n.  Time  I  will 
not  emmmaraie.  But  to  cut  short,  my  ship-nanrativie, 
iofice.it  only  frirther  to  say,  that,  towards  mkknght^ 
we  'heard  our  Captain  exdaim  that  he  se^  ^^  the 
fights  of  Dieppe r*~4i(  joyful  sound  to  u». miserable 
wretches  below.  There,  however,  we  continued  to  he, 
tossing  at  anchiH* :  it  bdng  impossible  to  enter  the 
harbour  till  towards  seven  in  the  morning,  owing  to  a 
want  of  suffident  water.  But  it  was  good  news  to  find 
that  we  wore  safe,  wtA  bey<Mid  the  reach  of  further 
ovee^ibfAMakug  surges.  I  well  remember,  at  this  mp^ 
m^t,  looking  up  towards  the  deck  with  a  cteerless 
eye,  and  paroeiying  the  light  of  the  moon  still  linger* 
ing  upon  the  midnHsail,— -bat  I  shall  never  forget  how 
much  more  powerfriUy  my  sensaticms  were  excited, 
when,  as  the  dawn  of  day  made  objects  visible,  I 
looked  up,  and  saw  an  old  wrinkle-visaged  saiku*, 
with  a  red  night  cap  on,  be^rt  with  large  blue,  puck^ 
ered,  short  pettwoats,  in  possesMon  of  the  helm-^-about 
to  steer  the  vessel  into  harbour !  *  ^'  Hete  is  tiie  tme 
weather'-bei^n  FVench  mariner/*  thought  I  to  myself; 
-T^nd  Mr.  Lewis  would  have  given  his  last  £^lish 
piece  of  money  to  have  sketdied  the  &ce  and  figure  td 
this  picturesque  old  pilot.  But  extrmne  indispoftodon 
confined  him  in  his  berth,  among  the  most  helpless  of 
the  passengers. 

*  The  English  are  not  pomitted  to  bring  their  own  vessek  into 
harbour— for  obvious  resaons. 
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Aboiit  8e?en  we  wtm  all.iqioh  deck,    llie'seawas 
jfet  inrirfB  and  agitated,  aiid  of  a  ifingy  c^        while 

.  • . .  heavily  with  clouds  came  on  the  day, 

lb 'we  slowly  approached  the  otttward  harbour  of 
DiBFra.  A  grey  morning,  with  drizzling  ram^  is  not 
the  bestf  aecompaniment  of  a  firsC  yisit  to  a  foreiji^ 
shore.  Nevertheless,  every  thing  was  new,  and  strange^ 
asd  str9(ing;  and  the  hnge  crucifix  to  the  right,  {of 
which  a  representation  is  conveyed  in  this  despatch) 
did  not  fell  to  make  a  very  forcible  impression.  It  is, 
however,  sufficiently  tasteless ;  having  the  negative  merit 
<MiIy  of  being  the  largest  in  France.  As  we  approached 
the  inner  harbour,  the  shipping  and  the  buildings  more 
distinctly  presented  themselves.  What  a  scene  (said 
I  to  my  companion)  for  our  Cai^oott  !  The  haritKMir 
is  large,  and  the  vessels  are  entirely  meroantile,  with  a 
plmtiful  sprinkling  of  fishing  smadcs^-imt  the  manner 
in  winch  the  latter  harmonised  with  the  tint  and 
structure  of  the  houses  —  the  bustle  i^xm  shore — ^the 
casks,  deal  planks,  ropes,  andgoods  of  every  description 
upon  the  quays, — all  formed  a  most  aniOMited  and 
interesting  scene.  Ilie  populaticm  seemed  ooantless, 
and  tMe&y  females ;  whose  Mgh  ca|>s  and  enormous 
ear-rings,  with  the  rest  ctf  their  paraphernalia,  half  per- 
suaded us  that,  instead  of  being  some  few  twenty-five 
leagues  only  from  our  own  white  diffii,  we  had  in  foct 
dropt  upon  the  Antipodes !  It  was  a  fiiil  hour  before 
we  got  upon '  terra  firma^—sahiled,  and  even  assailed 
on  all  sides,  with  entreaties  to  come  to  certain  hdtels. 
'^  Mais,  Monsieur,  Monsieur,  par  ici,  par  ici, — c'est  ici 
oi^  vous  serez  charm^  de  yotre  reception — vous  serez 
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ji  VDtreaise  chez**— ^^CTest  lHoteld^Angletom  qnenlbus 
eherehons  (replied  I.)** — ^^^  A  la  bonne  heure^  (exclainied 
a  lively  young  man) — suivez^  Monsieur^  je  vous  prie  ;** 
when^  npon  entering  the  coffee-room  of  the  inn^  the 
worthy  De  La  Rue^  the  landlord^  exclaimed  (as  I  tiunk 
I  before  txild  you)  ^^  Vous  voUk  done,  Messienn,  k 
Dieppe-Hsoyez  le  trien  renik  V  We  declared  oufidyes 
well  satisfied:  and  willing  to  forget  the  miseries 0f  the 
voyage,  sat  down  to  ^gs  and  coffee,  resolving  tabe  ia 
good  huBOur  with  evay  thing  around  us. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


LETTER  II. 

• 
DIIFH.       VISHBRIBS.       8TRBBTS.       CHURCHES    OF    ST. 
JACQUBS    AKD    ST.    RBMY.     DIVINB    WORSHIP.     MILI- 
TARY MASS. 

Thb  town  of  Dieppe*  contains  a  popalation  of  about 
twenty-thousand  souls.  Of  these^  by  much  the  greater 

*  i(wn  ofDiej^.']  Dibppb  owes  its  (origin  to  the  accidental  asso* 
eiatiQii  of  a  few  adrenturous  fishermen. '  The  n^d  strides  by  which 
it  rose  from  insignificancy  to  importance^  are  not  maiked  in  the  annals 
of  the  historian :  nor  does  its  present  population  arise  from  those 
causes  which  have  rendered  Brighton  and  Hattmgs  so  prosperous.  No  . 
Frenchman  thinks  of  settling  at  Dieppe  without  having  commerckd 
ol^eets  in  view  j^  whereas,  in  the  places  just  mentioned*  some  hundreds 
of  fiunilies  yearly  resort  for  the  benefit  of  sea-air  and  sea-bathing. 
Hence,  the  crescent,  the  colonnade,  and  other  stately  arohitectural 
appendages,  are  erected,  to  invite  residence  and  cause  the  difiusion  of 
mcmey.  At  Dieppe  a  very  difierent  order  of  things  prevails.  I  shaU 
translate  an  interesting  passage  from  a  French  woik  published  in 
1795,  which  gives  a  pretty  good  online  of  theori§^  and  ancient  fish- 
eiiesofDieppe:  ^^Initsorigin,  this  town  was  only  a  miserable  collec- 
tion of  huts  of  fishermen,  who,  for  the  convenience  of  carrying  on 
their  trade,  united  themselves  at  the  embouchure  of  the  Arques,  at  the 
foot  of  the  western  cliff.  At  that  tune  Dieppe  was  only  a  smaU  bay, 
to  which  vessels  resorted  by  favour  of  the  tide':  the  whole  of  the 
ground,in  which  the  present  port  is  excavated,  exhibiting  nothing  but 
a  swamp  inundated  twice  a  day.  By  degrees  Dieppe  reared  its  head, 
and  the  fishery,  which  may  be  called  the  agriculture  of  the  sea,  wea 
the  first  foundation  of  its  future  grandeur. 

**  As  this  town  owed  its  origin  to  some  obscure  fishermen,  sahas  it 
owed  its  prosperity  to  the  same  useful  class  of  men.    The  deeds  and 
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stationary  part  are  females;  arising  from  one-third  at 
least  of  the  males  being  constantly  engaged  in  the  fish- 
eries.   As  these  fisheries  form  the  main  support  of  the 

charters  of  the  tune  make  mention  of  a  graat  number  of  different  sorts 
of  fish  which  every  day  arriTed  at  the  port^^-of  ^Hiieh  the  principal 
species  was  the  hetrmg,  and  of  which  species  the  antiquity  reaches  to 
the  year  lOSO  3  there  was  also  the  mackarel,  mentioned  in  a  number 
of  title-deeds  of  the  xiith  century :  to  which  must  be  added  the  cod, 
the  whiting,  the  congre-eel,  more  abundant  formerly  than  at  present  j  le 
colletan,  a  fish  which  has  now  entirely  forsaken  our  rivers  ;  the  thorns 
hack,  tumbe,  sole,  haddock,  anon,  salmon,  turhot,  roach,  porpom, 
sturgeon,  &c.  But  of  all  these  species^  the  herring  was  infinitely  the  most 
useful  and  important  in  every  respect ;  and  not  only  were  they  sought 
in  the  Channel^  but  our  vess^  went  in  search  of  them  to  the  northern 
seas>  to  Yarmouth  even  on  the  English  coasts^  and  upon  those  of 
Schonen  in  Sweden :  they  even  brought  away  the  herring  from  Escone, 
of  which  there  is  often  mention  made  in  the  ordinances  of  the  time 
Afterwards  they  exported  this  fish^  salted,  to  all  the  ports  of  the  Medi- 
terranean ',  and,  for  this  purpose,  made  use  of  their  own  vessels,  which 
were  called  druggers ;  because,  in  return,  they  brought  home  from  the 
sea-ports  in  the  Levant,  spices  and  drugs,  such  as  wax,  oil,  honey, 
pepper,  saffron,  ginger,  cinnamon,  rosin,  alum,  woad,  &c.  and  all  the 
provisions  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  tarifs  of  entry,  by  sea,  at 
Dieppe,  in  the  xiiith  and  xivth  centuries."  p.  105. 

Consult  the  ''  Premier  Essai  sur  le  Dipartement  de  la  Seme  In/S- 
rieure,  contenant  les  districts  de  Goumay,  Neufchatel,  Dieppe  ei  Camf. 
Outrage  topograpfuque,  historigue  et pittoresque,  &c.  par  S.  B.  J.  Nobl, 
Redacteur  du  Journal  de  Rouen,"*  1795,  an  iii.  8vo.  -,  a  scarce  worie 
at  the  present  moment.  But  the  author  would  have  shewn  more 
judgment  if  he  had  spared  a  few  imbecile  flings  at  hb  opposite 
neighbours.  My  predecessor,  Doctob  Ducarel,  in  his  Angto^Norman 
Antiquities,  1767,  folio,  p.  6,  devotes  about  sixteen  widdy-spaoed 
lines  only,  to  his  account  of  Dieppe ;  subjoining,  however,  in  a  note,  a 
copy  of  the  original  letters-patent  of  King  Richard  I.  who  granted  the 
town  to  Walter,  Archbishop  of  Rouen,  in  exchange  for  AndeUf,  which 
he  annexed  to  the  duchy  of  Normandy. 
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inhabitants^  it  ik  right  that  you  should  know  something 
about  th^n — and  the  recent  appeanuice  of  Goube's 
work  upon  Normandy,  will  better  enable  me  to  send 
you  a  tolerably  correct  account.    "  That  which  chiefly 
gi\e8  occupation  to  the  Dieppe  vessels,  is  the  diffe-^ 
Tent  fisheries  of  the  place — and  especially  the  salted 
herring,  mackarel,  and  cod.   The  herring  fishery  takes 
place  twice  a  year:    in  August  and  October.    ITie 
August  fishery  is  carried  on  along  the  shores  of  England 
and  the  North.    From  sixty  to  eighty  vessels,  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  ton  burthen  each,  with  about 
fifteen  men  in  each  vessel,  are  usually  employed.  They 
affreighted  with  salt  and  empty  barrels,  for  seasoning 
and  stowing  the  fish,  and  they  return  about  the  end  of 
October.  The  herrings  caught  in  August  are  consider- 
ably preferable  to  those  caught  in  October.  The  Octo- 
ber fishery  is  carried  on  with  smaller  vessels,  along*  the 
coast  of  France  from  Boulogne  to  Havre.    From  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  vessels 
are  engaged  in  this  later  navigation ;  and  the  fish, 
which  is  smaller,  and  of  inferior  flavour  to  that  caught 
upon  the  English  coasts,  is  sent^almost  entirely  to  the 
Provinces  and  to  Paris,  where  it  is  eaten  fresh."    So 
much  for  the  herring. 

"  Tlie  machctrel  fishery  usually  commences  towards 
the  month  of  July,  along  the  coast  of  Kcardy ;  be- 
cause, being  a  sort  of  fish  of  passage,  it  gets  into  the 
channel  in  the  month  of  April.  It  then  moves  towards 
the  straits  of  Dover,  as  summer  approadies.  For  this 
fishery  they  make  use  of  large-decked  vessels,  from 
twenty  to  fifty  tons  burden,  manned  with  from  twelve 
to  twenty  men.  There  are  however  Dieppe  boats  em- 
ployed in  this  fishery  which  go  as  far  as  the  Scilly 
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Islands  and  Udiant^  towards  the  miifalle  of  April.  They 
cany  with  ^em  the  salt  requkite  to  season  the  fish^ 
whieh^re  afltekrwwdft  sent  to  Paris,  and  to  the  provinGes 
in  the  interior  of  France.  The  codJUhery  is  divided 
into  the  fresh  and  chfied  fish.  The  former  continues 
fh)m  the  beginnoig  of  February  to  the  end  of  April — 
and  the  vessels  employed,  which  go  as  far  as  Newfound- 
land, are  two.dedcers,  and  from  one  hundred  to  <me 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden — although,  in  fiict,  th^ 
rarely, carry  more  than  fifteen  t<Mis  for  fear  of  spoiling 
the  fish.  The  dried*<^  fishery  is  carried  on  in  vessds 
of  all  sizes ;  but  it  is  essential  that  they  be  of  a  certain 
di^b,  b^callse  the  fish  is  more  cumbersome  than 
weighty.  Hie  vessels  however  usually  set  sail  about 
the  month  of  March  or  April,  in  order  that  they  may 
have  the  advantage  of  the  summer  season,  to  dry  the 
fish.  There  are  vessels  which  go  to  Newfoundland 
]a4en  with  brandy,  flour,  beans,  treacle,  linen  and 
wooU^i  cloths,  which  they  dispose  oi  to  the  inhahir 
tants  of  the  French  colonies  in  exchange  for  dried  cod. 
TTris  latter  species  of  commerce  may  be  carried  on  in 
the  summer  months — as  late  as  July.'*  The  author 
thus  concludes  withsojme  animation:  '^  Ces  pdches 
OGcupent  un  grand  nomlH«de  marins :  elles  vivifient  le 
commerce  de  Dieppe :  dttes  ocoupent  tons  les  ateliers 
— ^les  chantiers  pour  la  construction  des  blltimens,  la 
confection  des  filets  pour  la  pSche,  celle  des  hame90ns, 
des  cordages,  des  voiles,  des  barils;  ensuite  vient  la  pre- 
paration des  poissons,  et  leur  e3q>^tions  joumali^res, 
mn^  que  oeUe  du  poisson  f rais,  qui  se  renouvdle,  pour 
ainsi  dire,  ^  chaqne  xmx^r  *  Vol.  iii.  p.  170. 

*  Histoire  du  Duche  de  Normandie,  par  J.  J.  C.  Goube>  1815,  Bvo. 
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In  the  oommon  markets,  for  retail  trade,  they  are 
not  very  nice  in  the  quality  or  condition  of  their  fish ; 
and  enormons  congre  eels,  which  woald  be  instantly 
n^ted  by  the  middling,  or  even  lower  classes  in 
England,  are,  at  Dieppe,  bought  ivith  avidity  and 
rdished  with  glee.  A  few  francs  will  procure  a  dish 
ci  fish  large  enough  for  a  dozen  people.  The  (Juayel 
are  constantly  crowded,  but  there  seems  to  be  more 
of  bustle  than  of  business.  The  town  is  certainly 
pieturesque,  notwithstanding  the  houses  are  very  little 
more  than  a  century  old  ;^  tmd  the  streets  are  formal 

5  Tolfi.  la  Uie  seqnel^  this  work  will  be  more  particvkiiy  noticed. 
The  aathor  of  tbe  Htn^aire  de  Rouen  (1816, 12mo.)  has  given  a 
more  dramatic  effect  io  his  colonring  of  the  same  picture :  ''  Alors 
tout  est  en  mourement,  et  Vobservateur  pent  juger  ^  son  aise  de  leur 
industries  remarquer  les  diff^rents  effets  de  la  joie,  de  la  crainte,  quel- 
<jnefoism6me  de  la  tristesse,  k  la  moindre  nouvelle  alarmante.  L'alter- 
native  du  plainr>  de  Tinqui^tude  se  peint  sor  la  physionomfe  dies 
ftanmes  et  des  fiUes  des  marins,  si  le  Ttent  fiiricux  el  des  nnages,  pt€- 
dOMum  de  b  temp6te>  viennent  sonlferer  lea  flots  ^cumanfts/'  p.  803. 
f  httU  more  than  a  century  old,"]  The  town  of  Dieppe  has  suffered 
often  and  severely.  During  the  time  of  the  Normans  it  was  almost 
demolished.  It  was  sharply  attacked  by  Lord  Talbot  (called  the 
EngHsh  Cssar)  in  1442,  whose  army  seems  to  hare  been  encamped 
hear  Banquemont,  about  a  league  fWnn  Dieppe,  and  to  have  occupied 
the  strong  portion  vulgarly  called  poesar^s  Camp ;  (see  Duoorel,  p  5, 
and  Noel,  p.  87-8)  but  it  rose  again  with  strength  and  beauty,  tiU 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when,  in  consequence  of  a 
most  sanguinary  sea-fight  between  the  Flemish  and  Dieppois,  (in 
whidi  the  famous  Coligny  commanded  the  latter)  it  experienced  a 
very  heavy  calamity  in  the  loss  of  many  ressels,  and  the  destruction 
of  aportion  of  the  town  by  fire.  Bttt  a  benvkr  calamity  awaited 
it  in  the  memcinble  bombardment  of  the  town  by  the  Englidi  in  1694. 
Every  thing  seemed  demolished  but  the  old  churches.    ''  Within  the 
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and  comparatiyely  wide:  but  this  pictaresqaeness 
arises  from  the  materials  of  the  buildings  being  of  stone 
and  brick,  now  gray-tinted — ^from  the  sharp  pointed 
roofe — ^from  the  bold  projections  of  the  architecture, 
and  the  large  dimensions  of  the  windows.  Indeed  it 
should  seem  that  the  houses  were  built  expressly  for 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  although  they  are  inhabited 
by  tradesmen,  mechanics,  and  artizans  in  apparently 
very  indifferent  circumstances.  There  is  a  great  waste 
of  brick,  stone,  and  mortar,  and  some  of  the  largest 
buildings  are  situated  in  the  gloomiest  courts.  We 
saw  scarcely  six  private  houses  which  could  be  called 

short  space  of  thirty  hours  (says  Noe1)«  the  English  threw  in  3000 
shells  and  4000  balls,  and  made  use  of  a  machine  charged  with  all 
manner  of  combustible  materials  and  bars  of  iron,  in  the  view  of  set- 
ting fire  to  the  two  wooden  jetties,  in  which  attempt,  however,  they 
were  foiled."  p.  116.  An  ordonnance  of  Louis  XIV.,  carried  into  effi^^t 
by  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  people,  caused  the  town  of  Dieppe  to 
rise  out  of  its  ashes,  as  we  now  behold  it.  The  streets  are  well 
planned  and  well  paved  j  and  the  Dieppois  would  feign  compare 
their  High-street  to  the  rue  de  Richlieu,  at  Paris.  I  suspect  that  it 
is  sheer  poverty  which  causes  so  great  a  number  of  their  upper  win- 
dows to  remain  unglazed.  A  Tour  in  France,  published  in  1701«  thus 
notices  the  town  of  Dieppe  shortly  after  the  memorable  bombardment 
just  mentioned.  '*  These  preparatory  steps  being  over,  we  had  our 
dinner,  and  afterwards  walked  into  the  town  5  which,  being  bom- 
barded last  war  (1694)  by  the  English,  is  hardly  yet  rebuilt.  What 
houses  are  up  are  lofty,  so  that  the  town  is  almost  new,  and  will  be  a 
fine  one,  when  finished,  though  not  laige  5  we  saw  the  ruins  of 
many  houses ;  for  the  bombardment  was  so  violent  and  successfid 
that  few  were  left  standing  entire.  The  great  Church  and  Castle  suf- 
fered in  some  parts,  and  other  churches  were  quite  demolished.  The 
streets  are  large  and  straight,  and  the  buildings  uniform,  generally  of 
the  same  height,  and  aU  of  a  sort  of  white  brick,"  &c.— Gent  Maga- 
due,  March  ]819>  p.  S07>  vol.  lxxxix. 
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elegant,  and  not  a  gentkman's  carriage  has  been  yet 
noticed  by  us  in  the  streets*  But  if  the  Dieppois 
are  not  rich,  they  seem  happy,  and  are  in  a  constant 
state  of  occupation.  A  woman  sells  her  wares  in  an 
open  i^op^or  in  an  insulated  booth,  and  sits  without  her 
bonnet — as  indeed  do  all  the  tradesmen's  wives — ^and 
works  or  sings  as  humour  sways  her.  A  man  sells  ^n- 
gorbread  in  an  open  shed,  and  in  the  intervals  of  his  cus* 
tomers  coming,  reads  some  popular  history  or  romance. 
Most  of  the  upper  windows  are  wholly  destitute  of  glass ; 
but  are  smothered  with  clothes,  rags,  and  wall  flowers. 
The  fragrance  emitted  from  these  flowers  aflfords  no 
unpleasing  antidote  to  odors  of  a  very  different  d^ 
scription: — and  here  we  begin  to  have  a  too  convincing 
proof  of  the  general  character  of  the  country  in  re- 
gard to  the  want  of  cleanliness.  A  little  good  sense,  oi* 
rather  a  better-regulated  police,  would  speedily  get  rid 
of  such  nuisances.  The  great  crying  evil  throughout 
Prance,  in  respect  to  out-door  inconveniences,  arises 
from  suffering  the  filth,  of  whatever  description,  to 
accumulate  in  the  streets:  and  when  the  office  of 
pm^cation  is  put  in  force,  it  is  so  slovenly  a^ecuted, 
that  a  portion  is  always  left  behind  in  order  to  show 
where  future  deposits  are  to  be  made.  The  want  of 
public  sewers  is  another  great  and  grievous  cause  of 
smells  of  every  description :  but  the  French  are  used 
to  these  things — and  will  quietly  sit  with  a  collection 
at  dirt  beneath  their  noses,  which  would  cause  a  notable 
spinster  or  housewiffe,  on  our  side  the  water,  to  start 
back  with  disgust.  At  Dieppe  there  are  fountains  in 
abundance  ;  and  if  some  of  the  limpid  streams^  which 
issue  therefrom,  were  directed  to  cleansing  the  streets, 
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(which  are  exceUently  weU  paved)  the  effect  wbtild  be 
both  more  salubrious  and  pleasant— -especially  to  the 
sensitive  organs  of  Englishmen ! 

We  had  hardly  concluded  our  breakfasts,  on  land- 
ing,  when  we  saw  a  funeral  go  by :  the  priests  and 
bo3rs9  with  their  black  caps^  white  surplices^  and 
umbrellas  over  their  heads,  (as  it  was  raining)  chauotr 
ing  both  loud  and  lustily — unconcerned  at  the  busy 
and  bawling  scenes  through  which  the  procession  must 
necessarily  pass.  What  a  novel  object  was  this  to  gaase 
at !  Anon,  a  loud  and  clattering  sound  was  heard ;  and 
down  came,  in  a  heavy  trot,  with  sundry  ear-piercing 
crackings  of  the  whip,  the  thundering  Diligence:  large, 
lofty,  and  of  most  unwieldy  dimensions :  of  a  structure, 
too,  strong  enough  to  carry  a  half  score  of  elq>hants. 
The  postilion  is  an  animal  perfectly  sui  generis:  gay, 
alert,  and  living  upon  the  best  possible  terms  with 
himself.  He  wears  the  royal  livery,  red  imd  blue; 
with  a  plate  of  the  fleur  de  lis  upon  his  left  arm.  His 
hair  is  tied  behind  in  a  thick,  short,  tightly  fastened 
queue :  with  powder  and  pomatum  suffici^it  to  wea- 
ther a  whole  winter's  storm  and  tempest.  As  he  never 
rises  in  his  stirrups,  I  leave  you  to  judge  c^  the  mer- 
ciless dfects  of  this  ever-beating  club  upon  the  texture 
of  his  jacket.  He  is  however  fond  of  his  horses :  is 
well  known  by  them ;  and  there  is  all  flourish  and 
noise,  and  no  sort  of  cruelty,  in  his  treatment  of  than. 
His  spurs  are  of  tr^nendous  dimensions ;  such  as  we 
see  sticking  to  the  heels  of  knights  in  illuminated  Mss. 
of  the  xvth  century.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
ponderous  machine  behind  him.  He  sits  upon  the  near 
of  the  two  wheel  horses,  with  three  horses  before  him. 
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His  turnings  are  aD  ^di^6itiy  and  cofr66tly  ihade;  and^ 
upon  the  whoIe>  he  is  a  clever  fellow  in  'iHe  exercise 
of  his  office. 

We  had  not  spent  half  of  the  Saturday  at  Dieppe, 
before  Mr.  Lewis  brought  us  a  sketch,  of  which  the  en- 
closed is  a  fidthful  and  spiritedly-finished  drawing ;  and 
so  correctly  are  the  characters  identified^  that  theJ/2/fe 
d&  chamhre,  at  our  hotels  instantly  recognized  the  old 
woman^  or  the  stout  figure,  to  the  H^ht— as  the  per- 
ficmwho  usually  brought  fish  for  the  consumption  of 
their  table.  lb  this  group,  in  fi^^t,  you  have  an  bpitomb 

QW  THE  WHOLE  FISH-MARKET. 
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I  shall  probably  send  you^  in  some  future  despatch^ 
a  more  sober  and  near  view  of  the  £eur-famed  cauchoise. 
You  ought  to  know^  that^  formerly^  this  town  was 
greatly  celebrated  for  its  manufactures  in  Ivory  ;♦  but 
the  present  aspect  of  the  ivory-market  affords  but  a 
faint  notion  of  what  it  might  have  been  in  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeeth  centuries.  I  purchased  a  few  subordinate 
articles  (chiefly  of  a  religious  character)  and  which  I 
shall  preserve  rather  as  a  matter  of  evidence  than  of 
admiration.  There  is  yet  however  a  considerable  ma^ 
nUfigu^ture  of  thread  lace;  and  between  three  and  four 
thousand  females  are  supposed  to  earn  a  comfortable 
livelihood  by  it. 

*  manufacturtM  in  Ivory, "]  It  was  possibly  under  the  bold  excar- 
sion  of  such  distinguished  navigators  and  captains  as  Paem entuui> 
DysMESNiL^  and  the  great  merchant  Anoo,  (in  the  sixteenth  and  seren- 
teenth  centuries)  that  the  irory  trade  had  attained  its  highest  pitch  of 
prosperity.  The  establishments  of  the  Dieppois  in  Cxuinea  necessarily 
facilitated  the  means  of  improving  this  branch  of  commerce.  Walpole> 
in  his  Anecdotes  ofPamivng,  vol.  iii.  p.  262>  makes  honorable  mention 
of  Lb  marchand^  a  native  of  Dieppe^  who  worked  very  successfully  for 
several  years  in  London.  Mr;  West  was  in  possession  of  that  Artist's 
own  head^  cut  by  himself;  and  Lord  Oxford  had  his  head  of  Lord 
Somers.  Evelyn,  who  visited  Dieppe  in  the  year  1644,  observes  that 
it  then  ''  aboxmded  with  workmen  who  made  and  sold  curiosities  of 
wory  and  tor toiie- shell,  and  whatever  the  East  Indies  afforded  of 
cabinets  and  purcelan ;  and  that  natural  and  exotic  rarities  were  there 
to  be  had  with  abundant  choice."  Life  and  fVritings  of  Evelyn,  vol.  i. 
p.  51>  edit.  1818,  4to.  In  short,  it  appears  to  have  been  just  at  the 
time  of  Evelyn's  visit,  that  Dieppe  was  in  the  height  of  its  opulence 
and  population ;  for  in  one  of  Zeiller's  views  of  it,  (in  his  Topographia 
ChdUis,  1650)  there  are  special  designations  of  the  establishments  of 
jlfmimet,  Capudns,  CarmeUies,  Jesuits,  UrsuUns  and  the  Halles,  &c. 
The  river  Arques  seems  also  to  have  been  very  vdde,  particulaiiy  at  its 
embouchure  in  the  harbour* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IHEPPE.  19 

'  My  love  of  eededastical  architecture  quickly  ba- 
doced  me  to  visit  the  churchbb  ;  and  we  all  three  s^ 
'  out  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  principal  churchy  called 
St.  Jacqubs.  As  we  entered  it^  a  general  gloom  pre- 
vailed^  and  a  sort  of  premature  evening  came  on ; 
while  the  clattw  of  the  sabots  was  suffieicsitly  audible 
along  the  aisles.  In  making  the  circuit  of  the  side 
chapels^  an  unusual  %ht  proceeded  from  a  sort  of 
grated  door  way%  We  approached^  and  witnessed  a 
si^  which  could  not  Ml  to  rivet  our"  attention.  In 
what  seemed  to  be  an  excavated  interior^  were  several 
figures^  cut  in  stone^  and  coloured  after  life— of  which 
they  were  the  size — ^representing  the  three  Maries^  St. 
John,  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea . .  in  the  act  of  en- 
tombing Christ :  the  figure  of  our  Saviour  bdng  half 
sunk  into  the  tomb.  The  whole  was  partially  illu- 
minated by  some  two  dozen  of  shabby  and  nearly  con- 
sumed tallow  candles ;  affording  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  increasing  darkness  of  the  nave  and  the  side-aisles. 
We  retired^  more  and  more  struck  with  the  novelty  of 
every  object  around  us^  to  our  supper  and  beds,  which 
were  both  excellent ;  and  a  good  night's  rest  made  us 
forget  the  miseries  of  the  preceding  evening. 

The  next  mornings  being  Sunday,  we  betook  our- 
selves in  good  time  to  the  service  at  St.  Jacques'*  :  not 
however  before  Mr.  Lewis,  who  had  risen  between  six 
and  seven  o'clock,  had  brought  home  a  sketch  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  front  of  the  church  in  the 
market  place.    This  sketch  represents  a  waxen  figure 

*  the  service  at  8t.  Jacques'.'] — ^The  stone  with  which  this 
church  is  huilt^  is  said  to  have  been  brought  fitnn  EngUind; 
but  I  shonld  rather  apprehend  it  to  have  been  obtained  from  Caen, 
which,  as  the  reader  will  see  in  the   sequel,  has  been  long  and 
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of  CaBrtk»'(#ha»  fe  alHed  ^""Ecce  'Hon**)-  faaclosed 
whHfai'  'a  btfJt,  bf  WM<;b  the  doors  tt^dpefiett.  Tte 
figui«  ahd'Mx  %ie  the  propei-ty  of  the'  i^m  wfcky  *^%i 
ttae^vfolin,  tend  \Hio'te  selling  little  kiiass  books,  sd^ 
pMdd<to  be  iiendered  more  saored  by  haviag  been  [^^fed 
at^frtbt;  feet  and  faaiids  of  tte  Waken  CbrisV.  ^t^ 
a  in(Migffd  ofctni|>&tion,  and  i^u«6h  a  motley  gt6tip,  mtiiit 
8tt4tc;^tt^bastont^hin<int^— to  a  Sunday 'ta«Jtiihig^» 
recreation !  You  receive  it  here,  after  its  having  been 
submitted  to  the  fimshing  process  of  light  and  shade. 
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By  half  past  ten  the  congregation  had  assembled  in 
good  earnest ;  and  every  8ide-chapel(I  think  abont  twelve 
in  number)  began  to  be  filled  by  the  penitent  flocks : 
each  bringing,  or  hiring^  a  rush-bottomed  chair;  with 
which  the  churches  are  pretty  liberally  furnished,  and  of 
which  the  Tarif  (or  terms  of  hire)  is  pasted  upon  the 
walls.  There  were,  I  am  quite  sure^  full  eighteen  women 
to  one  man ;  which  may  in  part  be  accounted  for  (as 
I  before  observed)  by  the  almost  uniform  absence  of  a 
third  of  the  male  population  occupied  in  the  fisheries. 
I  tihink  there  could  not  have  been  fewer  than  two  thou- 
sand souls  pres^it.  I  contrived  to  get  upon  the  steps 
which  separate  the  choir  fix>m  the  nave,  and  witnessed 
from  thence  a  sort  of  ocean  of  white  caps — as  the 
women  sat  or  knelt.  But  what  struck  me  as  the  most 
ludicrously  solemn  thing  I  had  ever  beheld,  was,  a  huge 
tall  figure,  dressed  like  a  drum-major,  with  a  large 
cocked  hat  and  three  white  plumes,  (the  only  covered 

justly  distinguished  for  the  superior  qualities  of  its  stone.  Here 
alsOj  as  well  as  at  Rouen^  they  will  have  it  that  the  English  built 
the  churches  I  Noel  says  that  the  entombing  of  Christ,  as  above 
described^  is  done  after  the  original  at  Jerusalem,  and  that  it  was  exe- 
cuted in  1612^  at  the  expense  of  a  pious  traveller,  who  returned  from 
Palestine.  The  fine  sculptured  culs-de-lampes,  in  silver,  which  used 
to  hang  about  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin,  and  which  excited  the  admira- 
tion of  Cardinal  Barberini,  together  with  sundry  other  delicate  and 
precious  embellishments,  were  destroyed  during  the  bombardment 
mentioned  at  p,  13  ante.  And  I  may  add  that  ornaments,  of  a  more 
solid  character,  such  as  interior  and  exterior  fret-works,  porches,  ballus- 
tradesj  &c.  were  dreadfully  defaced  during  the  Revolutioii — ^which,  has 
leftfngbtftdiiuurks  of  its  ravages  in  Normandy! 
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male  figure  in  the  congr^fation),  a  brood  wUte  sash 
upon  a  cxMnplete  suit  of  red,  including  red  stockings ; 
— ^representing  what  in  our  oountry  is  called  a  Beadle! 
He  was  a  stur^,  baboon-visaged  gentleman — ^bearing 
an  halberd  in  his  right  hand,  which  he  wielded  with  a 
sort  of  pompous  swing,  infusing  terror  into  the  young, 
and  commanding  the  admiration  of  the  old.  In  the 
procession  of  the  priests,  wh^ie  the  voices  are  raised 
to  a  higher  pitch,  and  wh^«  the  service  seems  to  de^ 
mand  a  more  pious  expression,  the  zeal  of  the  con- 
gregation was  unequivocally  manifested  by  very  general 
and  sonorous  responses :  and  I  must  say  that,  in  same 
particulars  connected  with  the  ftilfilment  of  church  du- 
ties, it  were  well  if  we  took  a  lesson  from  our  conti- 
nental neighbours.  But  so  little  sense  of  out-door 
public  decency  prevails,  that,  during  service,  we  were 
constantly  annoyed  by  the  sounds  of  the  drum  and  fife, 
calling  the  national  guard  together  for  military  mass 
at  St.  Remy.  I  must  not,  however,  omit  to  inform 
you,  that  half  the  service  was  scarcely  performed  wten 
the  preacher  mounted  a  pulpit,  with  a  black  cap  on^ 
and  read  a  short  sermon  from  a  printed-book  —  a 
method,  by  the  bye  which  some  apologists  for  inteUec- 
tual  and  manual  labour  mi^t  think  worthy  of  imita- 
tion in  our  own  coimtiy!  I  shall  never  foi^;et  the 
figure  and  attitude  of  the  Ferger  who  attended  the 
preacher :  he  foUowed  him  to  the  pulpit,  festened  the 
door,  became  stationary,  and  reposed  his  left  arm  over 
the  railings  of  the  stairs.  Anon,  he  took  out  his  snuff 
box  with  his  right  hand,  and  regaled  himself  with  a 
pinch  of  snuff  in  the  most  joyous  and  comfortably-ab- 
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stracted  manner  imaginable*  There  he  remained  till 
the  conclusion  of  a  thirteen  minutes  discourse ;  not  one 
word  of  which  seemed  to  afford  him  half  the  satis£EU> 
tion  as  did  the  contents  of  his  snuff-box !  You  know 
that  you  have  absolutely  commanded  me  to  be  ^^  mi« 
nute  in  all  things,""  and  you  see  with  what  trifles  I  have 
in  conseqn^ice  ventured  to  antertain  you. 

MUitary  Mass  was  performed  about  an  hour  after 
at  the  church  of  St.  Rbmy.  Both  Mr.  Lewis  and  my 
Son  saw  this  extraordinary  spectacle,  but  I  had  had 
'^  sufficient  for  one  dose.""  Yet  I  strolled  quietly  to  that 
same  church,  to  witness  the  devotion  of  the  congr^;^* 
tion  previous  to  the  entry  of  the  soldiers ;  and  I  will 
not  dissemble  that  I  was  much  struck  and  gratified  by 
what  I  saw.  There  was  more  simplicity:  a  smaller 
congregation :  softer  music :  alower-toned  organ :  less 
mdi  of  people;  and  in  very  many  of  the  flock  the 
most  intense  and  unfeigned  expression  of  piety.  At  the 
elevation  of  the  host,  from  the  end  of  the  choir,  (near 
which  was  suspended  a  white  flag,  with  the  portrcut  of 
the  present  King  thereupon)  a  bell  was  rang  from  the 
tower  of  the  church :  the  sound,  below,  was  soft  and 
silver-toned — accompanied  by  rather  a  quick  movem^it 
of  the  organ,  upon  the  diiqiason  stop ;  which,  united 
with  the  silence  and  prostration  of  the  congregation, 
might  have  commanded  the  reverence  of  the  most  pro- 
fone.  I  became  motionless,  save  a  slight  and  fixed 
mclination  of  the  head — ^in  which  attitude  I  could  not 
refrain  from  offering  up  a  prayer  for  the  preservation  of 
those  left  behind ! — and  which  prayer,  although  not  bor- 
rowed from  the  Romish  ritual,  might  possibly  be  not 
the  less  availing  on  that  account.  There  is  nothings  my 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


24  DIEPPE. 

dear  friend^  more  refreshing,  in  a  fordgn  land,  than 
this  general  appearance  of  earnestness  of  devotion,  upon 
a  sabbath  day ;  especially  within  the  House  of  God.  Out 
of  doors  a  very  different  order  of  things  prevails :  But  I 
qtdckly  heard  the  clangor  of  the  trumpet,  the  beat  of 
drums,  the  measured  tramp  of  human  feet,  and  in 
marched  two  or  three  troops  of  the  national  guard  to 
perform  military  mass.  I  retired  precipitately  to  the 
Inn.  My  companions,  who  staid  behind,  told  me  that 
this  military  mass  consisted  of  certain  manoeuvres  of 
the  soldiers,  with  their  caps  an,  within  the  choir — ac- 
companied by  loud  and  stunning  music.  It  seemed 
a  firigfatful  contrast  to  all  that  had  preceded  it. 

I  must  not  conclude  this  epistle,  while  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  chiut^hes,  without  infurminjj  ym  tliat,  oi  tlie 
two,  I  consider  that  of  St.  Remy^  or  rather  of  some 
portions  of  it,  to  be  the  more  ancient ;  but  St,  Jacques, 
upon  the  whole,  is  not  only  the  largest,  but  the  most 
elaborately  sculptured,  edifice.  I  should  think  the 
latter  wid  of  the  XTVth  centurj,  a  date  quite  anti- 
quated enough  for  the  completion  of  its  building.  The 
Revolution  has  not  failed  to  leave  marks  of  its  horrible 
devastations  upon  portions  of  the  exteriors  of  these 
churches ;  but  modern  manners  have  not  yet  produced 
a  revolution  of  a  different  and  more  desirable  charac- 
ter— that  of  paying  attention  to  the  w^cAe^  stuck  upon 
the  outer  walls — in  which  all  "  ordure  et  imniondices'* 
are  strictly  forbidden  to  be  deposited.  Tims,  to  for- 
bid is  one  thing;  and  to  pay  attention  to  the  prohibi- 
tion is  another.  The  filth  that  sometimes  pervades 
these  churches  is  equally  gross,  noxious,  and  revoltiog. 
ITiey  certainly  do  '^  order  these  things  better  in" — 
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England.  Forgive  this  neti;  reading:  but  I  cannot  help^ 
in  spite  of  all  the  marvels  by  which  I  am  surrounded^ 
putting  in  a  good  word  now  and  then  for  ihy  own 
country.    So  God  bless  you. 


P.  S.  Mr.  Lewis  has  just  brought  me  another  eqpuited 
drawings  of  what  may  be  cotisidered  equtdly  cfaaracte* 
risticof  the  Market  Wombm^  look  at  it  attentively ; 
for  I  can  assure  you  that  the  fidelity  is^  equal  to  the 
spirit,  of  the  performance. 
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LETTER  IIL 

VILLAGE  AND   CASTLE    OF    ABQUB6.      8ABBATH   AMUSE* 
MBNTS.      MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS.       BOULBTARDS. 

As  I  had  recdyed  special  injunctions  from  oui* 
fnend  N  •  ♦  *  not  to  ieare  Dieppe  without  paying  a 
visit  to  the  &mous  Chateau  d^JrqueSy^  in  its  neighbour- 
hood^  I  resolved  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  a  tolerably 
fidr^  Or  rather  gray*looking  day,  to  go  and  pay  due 
homage  to  these  venerable  remains  of  antiquity ;  and 
^^^fi^^fOfc^^glyy  on  the  same  Sunday,  between  one  and 
two,  Mr.  L.  and  myself  set  out  upon  this  congenial  en- 
terprise. You  go  up  the  principal  street,  continue  to  the 
left,  and  pass  under  the  gate  or  outlet  to  Rouen^  where 

*  ^tefomww  CoATKAU  p'ArquM.]— Tke  Fvendi  Antiquaries  have 
puahed  the  antiquity  of  this  castle  to  the  Sth  centuryj  supposing  it  to 
have  been  built  by  William  d:Jrques,  Count  of  Tallon>  son  of  the  se- 
cond marriage  of  Richard  Duke  of  Normandy.  I  make  no  doubtj 
thatj  whenever  built,  the  sea  almost  washed  the  base  of  it ;  for  it 
is  known  to  have  occupied  the  whole  of  what  is  called  the  Valley  of 
Arques,  running  as  far  as  BouteUles.  Its  position^  in  reference  to  the 
art  of  war>  must  have  been  almost  impregnable.  Other  hypotheses 
assign  its  origija^  perhaps  with  more  truth,  to  the  ninth  or  tenth 
century  |  as  a  bulwark  against  the  invasion  of  the  Normans.  When- 
ever built,  its  history  has  been  fertile  in  sieges.  In  J 144,  it  was 
conunanded  by  a  Flemish  Monk,  who  preferred  the  spear  to  the  crosier, 
but  who  perished  by  an  arrow  in  the  contest.  Of  its  history,  up  to  the 
sixteenth  century,  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  details }  but  in  the  wafs 
of  Henry  IV,  with  the  League,  15S9,  it  was  taken  by  surprise  by  sol- 
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the  noble  road  to  Paris,  on  a  fine  ascent,  fietces  you 
upon  quitting  the  town.  You  leave  this  to  the  right, 
turn  down  a  bjre-road,  which  runs  beneath  a  high  bank, 
or  small  hanging  wood,  and  continue  straight  forward 
about  two  English  miles ;  when  you  catch  the  first 
glimpse  of  the  castle  to  the  right.  The  road  thither  is 
completely  rural :  apple-trees,  just  beginning  to  burst 
their  blossoms,  hamlets,  small  fiirm-houses,  (many  of 
which  were  skilfully  covered  with  blue  slate)  a  profusion 
ci  rich  herbage  of  various  kinds,  delighted  and  regaled 
us  as  we  pursued  our  tranquil  walk.  The  country  is  of 
a  gently-undnkting  character :  but  the  flats  or  mea- 
dows, between  the  parallel  ranges  of  hills,  are  subject; 
to  constant  inundation  from  the  sea ;  and  in  an  agri- 
cultural point  of  view  are  consequently  of  little  use, 
except  for  summer  grazing  of  the  cattle. 

It  was  drawing  on  to  vespers  as  we  approached  the 
Village  ofArques :  a  young  countryman  neatly  dressed, 
but  bare-headed,  having  undertaken  to  conduct  us  thi-* 
ther  by  a  nearer  road.  The  old  ciistle  had  frequently 
peeped  out  upon  us  from  its  elevated  situation ;  but 
we  were  resolved  to  see  "  all  that  could  be  seen,** — and 
a  French  village,  for  the  first  time,  was  not  to  be  over- 

diers  in  the  disguise  of  sailors :  who,  stabbing  the  centinels,  quickly 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  place.  Henry  caused  it  afterwards  to 
be  dismantled.  In  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  it  received 
very  severe  treatment  from  pillage,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
and  private  buildings  at  Dieppe.  The  Revolution  added  to  these 
ravages :  '*  At^ourd'hui  ses  tours,  set  remparts,  ce  doigon  qui  reten- 
ttrent  pendant  plusieurs  sidles  des  cris  des  combattans  et  de  la  victoire, 
livr^s  roaintenant  au  plus  mome  silence,  sont  devenus  le  s^jour  des 
hibottx  et  des  oiseaux  nocturnes  :**  such  is  the  solemn  description  of 
ihis  venerable  ruin  by  the  author  of  (he  Itxn^raire  de  Rouen ;  1 8 1 6,  p.  1 99. 
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looked.  Accmrdiogty  we  made  a  complete  d6tom* ; 
and  passing  through  the  principal,  or  high  street,  ap- 
proached the  church.  The  bell  was  ringing  for  prayers 
and  we  entered  with  the  congregation.  For  a  village 
church,  I  hardly  know  a  finer  one  than  that  of  Arqoes : 
it  having  much  in  common  with  portions  of  the  cathe* 
dral  of  Lincoln.  The  upper  part  of  the  outer  walls, 
with  the  tower  and  roof  of  the  nave,  are  however  com- 
paratively modem ;  but  the  interior,  which  is  light  and 
airy,  may  be  of  the  latter  end  of  the  xiiith  century.*  TUs 
interior  is  rather  capacious,  and  may  vie  with  any  simi- 
lar building,  attached  to  a  village,  which  the  province 
of  Normandy  (rich  in  ecclesiastical  edifices)  can  boast 
of.  We  had  no  time  to  wait  the  commencement  of  the 
service,  and  indeed  you  will  say  we  had  already  had  a 
sufficient  portion ;  but,  on  quitting  the  church,  to  ascend 
the  hill  on  which  the  castle  stands,  we  passed  a  well- 
dressed  young  lady,  with  a  servant  behind  her,  who  was 
hastening  to  prayers,  and  who  entered  the  church  with 
the  clergyman,  whom  she  overtook  on  the  \vay.  We 
had  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  this  excellent  lady ; 
for  we  found  that,  to  preserve  the  old  castle  from  utter 
destruction,  she  had  purchased  it  of  government  for 
about  seven  thousand  francs  ;  and  by  causing  locks 
and  other  fastenings  to  be  applied  to  the  principal 
gates,  she  had  secured  it  from  the  constant  pillage 

*  The  Ititiiraire  tie  Rouen,  1816,  p,  200,  says,  absurdly,  that  this 
church  is  of  the  xith  century.  It  possessed  ft»rnierly  a  bust  of  Henry 
IV.,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  placed  there  after  the  famous 
battle  of  Aniucs  gained  by  Henry  over  the  Duke  of  Maycnne  in  1589. 
The  church  was  dedicated,  according  to  the  same  authority,  and  with 
more  truth,  in  1957- 
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wfau^  used  to  h0  earned  (m  mjthiii — for  no  one  Khonght 
of  bnUilkBg,  withmit  demoliBhing  a  certain  portikm  of 
the  castle  for  materiids.  To  the  best  of  iny  reoellee- 
tion,  this  lady's  name  is  Barrois.  She  has  certainly^ 
in  one  of  its  very  best  senses^  ^^  deserved  well  of  her 
eonntry.*' 

The  scite  of  the  oastle  is  admirable.  Our  approach 
was  to  the  western  extremity;  wbich^  as  you  look 
down^  brings  the  village  and  ohuroh  of  Arqiies  in  the 
back-ground.  Mr.  Licwis^  insph*ed  I  suppose  by  the 
chaunt  of  the  vespers^  which  we  heard  from  our 
elevated  station — ^took  out  his  pencil,  apd  made  the 
following  spirited  little  design. 
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If  the  eye  were  to  be  eonsidered  as  a  correct  jndge^ 
this  venerable  pile,  composed  <tf  hard  flint-stOBe,  inter- 
mixed with  brick,  (but  not  in  layers,  after  the  Roman 
fiishion  of  nniting  these  two  materials)  wonld  perhaps 
claim  precedence,  on  the  score  of  antiqnity,  over  every 
other  relic  of  the  middle  ages.  A  deep  moat,  now  dry 
pasture  land,  with  a  bold  acclivity  before  you,  should 
seem  to  bid  defiance,  even  in  times  of  old,  to  the  foot 
and  the  spear  of  the  invader.  There  are  circular  towers 
(as  the  view  shews)  at  the  Extremities,  and  a  square  tn- 
tadel  or  donjon  within.  Its  area  is  also  very  extensive, 
and  perhaps  yet  retains  its  pristine  limits  as  in  the  time 
of  William  the  Conqueror.  The  wars  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  with  the  League  helped  to  add  to  the  previous 
devastations;  but,  although  one  of  the  most  ancient 
and  decayed-looking  places  of  fortification  imaginable — 
and  although,  from  the  crumbling  and  broken  outlines, 
and  the  shelving  of  the  banks  rising  from  the  moat,  you 
might  expect  it  to  yield  within  some  few  twenty  years 
to  the  ravages  of  time — yet  I  question  if  it  be  not  tough 
enough  to  outlive  all  the  great  great  grand-children  of 
the  present  beholders  of  it !  To  the  north,  a  good  deal 
of  earth  has  been  recently  thrown  agsunst  the  bases  of 
the  wall.  The  day  harmonised  admirably  with  the 
venerable  object  before  us.  Tlie  sunshine  lasted  but  for 
a  minute :  when  afterwards  a  gloom  prevcdled,  and  not 
a  single  catch  of  radiant  light  gilded  any  portion  of 
the  building.  All  was  gray,  and  quiet,  and  of  a  sombre 
aspect, — and  whsAj/oUy  in  your  admiration  of  art,  would 
call  in  perfectly  "  fine  keeping."  Perhaps  there  is  no 
object  which  more  powerfully  excites  meditation,  and 
calls  forth  the  finer  feelings  connected  with  thoughts 
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upon  the  past,  than  that  of  an  ancient,  decayed,  and 
magnificently-situated  castle.  But  all  is  here  hushed ; 
within  and  without. — ^Nor  the  harp  of  the  minstrel,  nor 
the  clang  of  armour,  nor  the  echoes  of  the  horn,  nor  the 
uproar  of  the  banquet — ^no,  nor  the  invading  nor  the 
repdling  foe — are  now  heard  or  distinguished ! . .  but^ — 
It  is  time  to  wake  out  of  this  trance,  and  to  pursue 
our  journey  homeward.  We  descended  the  hill,  bade  a 
long  adieu  to  this  venerable  relic  of  the  hardihood  of 
other  times,  and  quickened  our  pace  towards  Dieppe. 
As  we  gained  upon  the  town,  we  began  to  discern  groups 
of  rustics,  as  well  as  of  bourgeoises,  assembling  and 
mingling  in  the  dance.  The  women  never  think  of 
wearing  bonnets ;  and  you  have  little  idea  how  bril- 
liantly the  red  and  blue*  (the  very  colours  of  Raffaelle's 
Madonnas !)  glanced  backwards  and  forwards,  amidst 
tlie  trunks  of  the  fruit  trees,  to  the  sound  of  the  spirit- 
stirring  violin.  The  high,  stiff,  starched  cauchoise,  with 
its  broad  flappers,  gave  the  finishing  stroke  to  the 
novelty  and  singularity  of  the  scene;  smd  to  their  credit 
be  it  spoken,  the  women  were  much  more  tidily  dressed 
than  the  men.  We  soon  became  spectators  at  moi-e 
than  one  place  of  festivity.  The  couples  are  frequently 
female,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  beans ;  but, 
whether  correctly  or  incorrectly  coupled,  they  dance 
with  earnestness,  if  not  with  agility.  No  foolish  tricks, 
or  wanton  mischief,  ever  disturbs  the  harmony  of  the 
scene.  It  was  a  picture  k  la  Teniers,  without  its  occa- 
sional grossness.  "This  then,"  said  I  to  my  companion^ 
"  is  what  I  have  so  often  heard  of  the  sabbath-gambols 

of  the  French — and  long  may  they  enjoy  them ! for 

*  The  blue  gown  and  red  petticoat  5  or  vice  versa. 
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they  are  surely  betta*  than  the  brutal  orgies  of  a  pot^ 
house^  or  the  fimatieal  ravmgs  of  the  tabernacle."*  Your 
will  please  to  remember^  my  dear  friend,  that  amidst 
these  groups,  we  discovered  some  score  foces  which  we 
'  had  noticed  the  S£une  mormng  in  the  cathedral*;  and 
as  you  cannot  convince  a  Frenchman,  or  a  Frenchwo- 
man, that  the  arening  of  the  sabbaith  may  be  betta* 
devoted  to  a  quiet  stroll  abroad,  or  to  the  perusal  of 
religious  and  instructive  books  at  home,  the  mass  ol 
people  had  better  bo  so  occupied  than  ...  do  worse ! 

A  late  plain  dinner,  with  our  favourite  vin  ordinaire^ 
recruited  our  strength  and  kept  us  in  perfectly  good 
humour  with  Dieppe.  My  companion,  in  the  ^enii^^ 
made  a  sketch  of  the  f^JjE  de  chambrb> — an  important 
personage  in  my  collection  of  costume — as  you  will 
observe  from  the  representation  of  her,  here  enclosed.^ 
She  chose  to  put  on  *^  her  best  bib  and  tucker''  upoii 
the  occasion — ^it  being  Sundajr  evenings  so  that  yoa 
behold  her  to  every  possible  advantage.  I  have  reasoa 
to  think  that  this  costume,  with  very  few  and  8l^;fat 
variations,  has  continued  for  several  centuries.^  The 
following  and  last  day,  spent  at  Dieppe,  was  as  beatt*^ 
tifiil  as  that  of  our  voyage  thither.  Mr.  Lewis  began 
at  times  with  his  pencil.  He  took  a  small  bird's-eye 
view  of  the  har{)our,  and. would  have  made  another 
(drawing  of  a  very  picturesque  cliaracter — ^were  it  not 
for  the  fishing  boats  which  continued  to  crowd  into 

*  See  the  opposite  Plate.  The  original  thought  it ''  un  peu  trop 
ag^." 

t  The  dress  of  the  sailors  is  the  same  as  in  the  xivth  century  5  and 
so  probably  is  that  of  the  women.  The  illuminations  in  Froissard  and 
Monstrelet  clearly  give  us  the  Norman  cauchoise. 
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^  badon^  and^  by  their  extended  sails,  to  shut  out 
the  view.  He  was  also  eq[ually  unfortunate  in  his 
attempt  at  a  sketch  of  the  castle  just  above  the  town,* 
to  the.  north-wei^t,  but  from  another  cause.  On  com-^ 
mencing  it,  a  centinel  advanced,  and  brutally  tore  the 
leaf  out  of  his  bool( — telUng  him  it  was  ^  d6fendu.'  He 
was  surely  a  boor  of  a  centinel,  and  had  never  danced 
on  a  Sunday  evening !  To  prohibit  the  drawing  of  an 
wrfcrtified  place  is  quite  a  piece  of  absurdity ;  and  a 
word  to  the  Commandant  would  doubtless  have  equally 
led  to  the  chastisement  of  the  centinel,  and  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  artist's  wishes  •  • .  but  ^^  9a  ne  vaut  pas  la 
peine  !*"  and  I  essayed  to  comfort  Mr.  L.  upon  his  mis- 
fiHinne. 

Upon  the  whole  the  French  are  rather  jealous  of  the 
pencil  of  a  British  artist :  for,  on  beginning  the  sketch 
of  the  harbour,  I  was  obliged  to  muster  up  all  the 
eloquence  and  logic  I  was  master  of,  to  persuade  a 
custom-house  officer  and  a  corps  of  gem-d^armes  that 
it  was  ^^  tout-iUfait  une  affaire  pittoresque,  et  qui  n'avoit 
aucun  rapport  k  la  guerre.*'  A  surly  ^^  hon !"  was  the 
only  reply  to  my  remonstrance ;  but  ^^  bon"  was  cer- 
t^nly  preferable  to  another  ^^  d^fendu ! " 

The  deportment  of  the  Dieppais  towards  the  English, 
is,  upon  the  whole,  rather  gracious  than  otherwise; 
because  the  town  profits  by  the  liberality  and  love  of 
expense  of  the  latter.    Yet  the  young  ones,  as  soon  as 

*  It  is  built  upon  the  scite  of  an  old  castle  which  was  demolished  at 
the  end  of  the  xiith  century ;  and  the  townsmen,  fearing  that  it  might 
be  rendered  an  important  position  to  the  Leaguers,  in  the  xyith  cen- 
tury, proceeded  to  dismantle  it.  It  was  also  materially  injured  in  the 
following  century. 
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they  can  lisp,  are  put  in  training  for  pronoundng  the 
G — d — ;  and  a  few  horribly-deformed  and  importunate 
beggars  are  for  ever  assailing  the  doors  of  the  hotels. 
But  beggary  is  nothing  like  so  frightful  an  evil  as  I  had 
anticipated.  The  general  aspect  of  the  town  seems  to 
indicate  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants ;  their  houses 
being  too  vast  to  be  entirely  occupied.  The  Boulevards, 
fikcing  the  new  bason,  left  unfinished  by  Napoleon,  or 
rather  &cing  the  range  of  meadows  that  run  towards 
the  village  of  Arques,  might  be  advantageously  occu- 
pied with  houses ;  but  there  is  no  q)eculation,  and  no 
love  of  picturesque,  among  the  French.  I  should  not 
be  surprised,  were  the  peace  to  continue  a  dozen  years, 
(and  God  send  it  may,  three  times  three  dozen  of 
years !)  if  a  few  adventurous  English  caused  some  more 
houses  to  be  built,  to  be  tenanted  on  easy  terms,  a»  a 
summer  watering-place  for  those  of  their  countrymen 
who  can  only  muster  up  courage  sufficient  just  to  put 
their  feet  upon  Gallic  Ground.  The  inunediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dieppe,  and  its  proximity  to  Rouen  and 
P^is,  are  inducements  of  no  ordinary  kind. 

Bonaparte  seems  to  have  been  very  anxious  about  the 
strengthening  of  the  harbour ;  the  navigation  into  which 
is  somewhat  difficult  and  intricate.  The  sides  of  the 
waUs,  as  you  enter,  are  lofty,  steep,  and  strong ;  and 
raised  batteries  would  render  any  hostile  approach 
extremely  hazardous  to  the  assailants. 

There  is  no  ship-building  at  this  moment  going  on : 
the  ribs  of  about  half  a  dozen,  half  rotting,  small  mer- 
chant-craft being  all  that  is  discernible.  But  much  is 
projected,  and  much  is  hoped  from  such  projects. 
Dieppe  has  questionless  many  local  advantages  both  by 
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land  and  by  sea ;  yet  it  will  require  a  long  course  of 
years  to  infuse  confidence  and  beget  a  love  of  enter- 
prise.   In  spite  of  all  the  mwal  zeal,  it  is  here  exhibited 
chiefly  as  afibrding  means  of  subsistence  from  the  fish- 
eries. The  army  will  always  be  the  favourite,  even  at  a 
sea- port.  A  regiment  marched  into  the  town  on  Monday 
evening.    The  men,  were  intoxicated — and  the  oflScers 
not  only  partook  of  the  general  inebriety,  but  paraded 
the  streets  arm  in  arm  with  the  common  men.  This  is 
equally  a  decoy  and  a  disgrace — and  dared  not  have 
been  shewn  at  Versailles,  or  at  Paris.  I  must  not  how- 
ever conclude  my  Dieppe  journal  without  telling  you 
that  I  hunted  far  and  near  for  a  good  bookseller  and 
some  old  books — ^but  found  nothing  worth  the  search^ 
except  a  well-printed  old  Rouen  Missal,  and  a  Terence 
by  Badius  Ascensius.  The  booksellers  are  supplied  with 
books  chiefly  from  Rouen;  the  local  press  being  too 
contemptible  to  mention.  In  respect  to  ^  boeft  vatitttSt* 
my  coimtrymen  had  been  beforehand  with  me ;  and  I 
was  told  strange  anecdotes  of  their  lucky  trouvcdlles, 
and  of  their  unlimited  generosity.  May  this  ever  attend 
them! 
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LETTER  IV. 

ROUEN.     APPROACH*     BOUUBVARDS.     POPULATION. 
STREET  SCENERY. 

Here  I  am^  my  exceUent  good  friend,  in  the  mo8t 
extraordinary  city  ia  the  world.  One  rubs  one's  eyes, 
and  fancies  one  is  dreaming,  upon  being  carried  throu^ 
the  streets  of  this  old-&shioned  place :  or  that,  by  some 
secret  talismanic  touch,  we  are  absolutely  mingKng 
with  human  beings^  and  objects  of  art,  at  the  com^ 
mencement  of  the  xvith  century :  so  very  curious,  and 
out  of  the  common  routine  of  things^  is  almost  evcFy 
cA>ject  connected  with  R6uen.  But  before  I  commence 
my  observations  upon  the  toum,  I  must  give  you  a  brirf 
sketch  pf  mj  journey  thither. 

Previously  to  leaving  Dieppe,  we  had  obtained  our 
regidar  circumstantial  passports.  No  recruit  was  eva* 
more  exactly  measured  than  were  Mr.  L.  and  myself; 
and  Linnseus  could  not  have  written  down  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  plant  with  more  scrupulous  accuracy  than 
did  the  municipal  officer  survey  and  describe  ^^  Mes- 
sieurs les  Anglois.**  You  should  know,  in  few  words, 
that  there  is  a  printed  list  of  the  features ;  so  that  the 
scribe  has  only  to  add  the  epithet  in  writing  to  each 
particular  feature. 

We  had  bespoke  our  places  in  the  cabriolet  of  the 
Diligence,  which  just  holds  three,  tolerably  comfort- 
able; provided  there  be  a  disposition  to  accommodate 
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each  other.  Tim  cabriolet,  as  you  have  been  often  told^ 
is  A  sort  of  a  buggy,  or  phaeton  seat,  with  a  covering  d 
leather,  in  the  front  of  the  coach.  It  is  fortified  with  a 
stiff  leathern  S4>ron,  upon  the  top  <^  which  is  a  piece  of 
iron,  covered  with  the  leather,  to  &stai  firmly  by  means 
of  a  hook  on  the  perpendicular  supporter  of  the  head^ 
There  are  stiffish  leathern  curtains  on  each  side,  to  be 
drawn,  if  necessary,  as  a  protection  against  the  Run,  &e. 
You  lean  upon  the  bar,  or  top  of  this  leathern  apron^ 
whieh  is  no  very  uncomfortable  resting-place.  And 
thus  we  took  leave  of  Dieppe,  on  the  4th  day  after  our 
arrival  there.  As  we  were  seated  in  the  cabriolet,  we 
could  scarcely  refrain  from  loud  laughter  at  the  novelty 
of  our  situation,  and  the  grotesqueness  of  the  convey- 
ance. Our  postilion  was  a  rare  specimen  of  his  species; 
and  a  perfectly  unique  cofpy.  He  fancied  himself,  I  sup^ 
pose,  rather  getting  "  into  the  vale  <rf  years,"  and  had 
contrived  to  tinge  his  cheeks  with  a  plentiful  portion 
of  rouge.  His  platted  and  powdered  hair  was  sur- 
mounted with  a  battered  black  hat,  tricked  off  with 
fiEided  ribband :  his  jacket  was  dark  blue  velvet,  with 
the  insignia  of  his  order  upon  his  left  arm.  What  struck 
us  as  not  a  little  singular,  his  countenance  was  no  very 
&int  resemblance  of  that  <^  FoUairey  when  he  might 
have  been  verging  towards  his  sixtieth  year.  Most 
assuredly  he  resemble  him  in  his  elongated  chin,  and 
the  sarcastic  expression  of  his  mouth.  We  rolled  mer- 
rily along — ^th^  horses  sometimes  spreading,  and  some- 
times closing,  according  to  the  size  of  the  streets  through 
which  we  were  compelled  to  pass.  Nothing  apparently 
can  be  more  bungling  than  the  management  of  the 
conveyance,  in  gmng  down  hill.    There  is  no  such 
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thing  as  a  drag-chain;  and  at  times  the  whole  weight 
of  the  machine  seems  to  press  upon  the  haunches  of  the 
wheel-horses, — who,  without  breeching,  go  staggering 
along,  sometimes  at  right  angles,  sometimes  almost  in 
one  continued  strait  line  with  each  other,  turning  face 
to  fiEu^.  The  i-eins  and  harness  are  of  cord;  which, 
however,  keep  together  pretty  well.  The  postilion 
endeavours  to  break  the  rapidity  of  the  descent  by 
conducting  the  wheels  over  piles  of  gravel  or  rubbish, 
which  are  laid  at  the  sides  of  the  road,  near  the  ditch  ; 
so  that,  to  those  sitting  in  the  cabriolet,  and  overlook- 
ing the  whole  process,  the  effect,  with  weak  nerves,  is 
absolutely  terrific.  They  stop  little  in  changing  horses, 
and  the  Diligence  is  certainly  well  managed ;  and 
in  general  no  accidents  occur.  We  carried  with  us 
about  fifty  thousand  francs  of  government  money,  and 
a  cavalry  soldier  (one  of  the  gens-d'artnes)  accompanied 
us,  in  consequence,  all  the  way  to  Rouen. 

The  road  from  Dieppe  to  Rouen  is  wide,  hard,  and 
in  excellent  condition.  There  are  few  or  no  hedges, 
but  rows  of  apple-trees  afford  a  sufficient  line  of  de- 
markation.  The  country  is  open,  and  gently  undulating; 
with  scarcely  any  glimpses  of  what  is  called  forest- 
scenery,  till  you  get  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  first 
stage.  There  are  several  sharp  ascents  and  descents ; 
yet  the  conducteur  does  not  request  the  passengers  to 
get  down  and  walk.  Nothing  particularly  strikes  you 
till  you  approach  Malaunai,  within  about  half  a  dozen 
miles  of  Rouen,  and  of  course  after  the  last  change  of 
horses.  The  environs  of  this  beautiful  village  repay 
you  for  every  species  of  disappointment,  if  any  should 
have  been  experienced.    The  rising  banks  of  a  brisk 
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serpratine  trout  stream  are  studded  with  white  houses, 
in  which  are  cotton  manufactories  that  appear  to  be 
carried  on  with  spirit  and  success.  Above  these  houses 
are  hanging  woods;  and  though  the  early  spring  would 
scarcdy  have  coated  the  branches  with  green  in  our 
own  country,  yet  here  there  was  a  general  freshness  of 
verdure,  intermingled  with  the  ruddy  blossom  of  the 
apple — altogether  rejoicing  the  eye  and  delighting  the 
heart.    Occasionally  there  were  delicious  spots,  which 
the  taste  and  wealth  of  an  Ei^lishman  would  have 
embellished  to  every  possible  degree  of  advantage.  But 
wealth,  for  the  gratification  of  picturesque  taste,  is  a 
superfluity  that  will  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  French. 
The  Revolution  seems  to  have  drained  their  purses,  as 
well  as  daunted  their  love  of  enterprise,  and  thinned 
their  population.    Along  the  road-side  there  were  some 
few  houses  of  entertainment;   and  we  observed  the 
emptied  cabriolet  and  stationary  voiture,  by  the  side  of 
the  gardens,  where  Monsieur  and  Madame,  with  their 
fiEumlies,  tripped  lightly  along  the  vistos,  and  smirked 
as  John  Bull  saluted  them!     Moving  vehicles,  and 
numerous  riding  and  walking  groups,  increased  upmi 
us,  and  every  thing  announced  that  we  were  approach- 
ing a  great  and  populous  city.     Let  me  tell  you,  how- 
ever, that  we  had  accomplished  the  last  eight  miles 
within  an  hour ;  but  during  the  preceding  stages  we  had 
not  exceeded  five  miles  in  the  hour. 

The  approach  to  Rouen  is  indeed  magnificent.  I 
speak  of  the  immediate  approach ;  after  you  reach  the 
top  of  a  considerable  rise,  and  are  stopped  by  the  bar- 
riers. You  then  look  down  a  strait,  broad,  and  strongly 
paved  road,  lined  with  a  treble  row  of  trees  on  each  side. 
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As  the  foliage  was  not  thickly  set,  we  could  discern, 
through  the  ddicately-dothed  brandies,  the  tapering 
spire  of  the  Cathedral^  and  the  more  massive  tower  of  the 
Ahhaye  de  St.  Ouen — ^with  hanging  gardens,  and  white 
houses,  to  the  left— covering  a  richly  cultivated  ridge  of 
hills,  which  sink,  as  it  were  into  the  Boulevards ;  and 
which  is  called  the  Faubourg  Cauchoisb.    Perhaps 
the  Cathedral  and  St.  Ouen  are  rather  more  in  front ; 
yet,  with  the  town,  they  incline  somewhat  to  the  left :  liie 
whole  being  built  upon  a  slope.  To  the  right,  throng 
the  trees,  you  see  the  river  Seine  (l^re  of  no  d^picaUe 
depth  or  breadth)  covered  with  boats  and  vessels  in 
motion :  the  voice  of  commerce,  and  the  stir  of  indus- 
try, cheering  and  animating  you  as  you  approach  the 
town.  We  were  told  that  almost  every  vessel  which  we 
saw  (some  of  them  of  two  hundred,  and  even  of  three 
hundred  tons  burden)  was  filled  with  brandy  and  wine. 
The  lamps  are  suspended  from  the  centre  of  long 
ropes,  across  the  road ;  and  the  whole  scene  is  of  a 
truly  novel  and  imposing  character.    But  how  shall  I 
convey  to  you  an  idea  of  what  I  experienced,  as,  turn- 
ing to  the  left,  and  leaving  the  broader  streets  which 
flank  the  quay,  we  began  to  enter  the  penetralia  of 
this  truly  antiquated  town.     What  narrow  streets, 
what  overhanging  houses,  what  bizarre,"*^  ci^ricious 

*  The  French  themselves  acknowledge  that  the  houses  and  streets 
are  absolutely  ^^/righifuV*  I  strove  finequently  to  defend  them  on 
principles  of  picturesque  taste^  and  from  the  association  of  ideas  arising 
from  antiquity — but  I  should  hope  the  defects  of  my  speech,  rather 
than  the  weakness  of  my  arguments,  failed  to  produce  the  desired 
effect.  In  Zeiller*8  European  Topography,  1655,  &c.  folio,  there  is  a 
bird's-eye  view  of  Rouen,  of  the  date  of  16W,  [Rothomagvs,  Rovan.] 
abouttwofeet  two  inches  In  lengthy  by  ten  inchei  in  widHi.  Itshows 
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ornaments*— what  a  mixtnre  of  modan  with  ancient 
art — what  fragments  or  rather  ruins,  of  old  delicately- 

the  old  stone  bridge  (now  destroyed)  with  two  of  the  central  arches 
broken  down^-^and  therefore  impassable.  The  walls  and  ramparts 
are  entire^  and  the  view  appears  to  be  taken  from  the  south-east 
point.  The  hills  surrounding  it  are  thickly  wooded.  It  exhibits  but 
indifierent  art,  yet  is  a  pleasing  print.  There  is  another  plate  im- 
mediately following  it>  of  the  date  of  1655^  where  the  bridge  of  boats 
^ipears  to  the  east  of  the  old.  stone  bridge^  nearly  one-half  of  whidi 
latter  is  destroyed.  This  yiew  is  a  ground  plan  :  die  walls>  &e.  are 
entire  5  and  the  gardens^  to  the  left  of  the  western  fouxbouigs^  appear 
rich  and  endless. 

When  I  was  at  Paris^  I  examined^  as  the  Abb^  De  la  Rue  advised 
me^  the  three  volumes  of  Drawings  and  Prints  relating  to  Normandy, 
which  once  belonged  to  De  Boze,  and  are  now  to  be  found  in  the 
Bibi,  du  Roy.  Of  their  general  merit  this  is  not  the  place  to  say  a  word ; 
but  as  connected  with  the  preceding^  and  for  the  sake  of  juxta^position, 
it  may  be  as  well  to  notice  a  few  more  old  prints  of  Roubk.  There 
are  three  pretty  etchings  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  stone  bridge  by  Israel 
Silvestre.  A  bird's-eye  view  of  the  town,  pretty  much  in  the  style  of 
that  first  above  mentioned^  after  a  painting  by  Georgius  Hoefhagle. 
A  man  and  woman  are  in  the  foreground.  It  is  an  oblong  clever 
print.  There  is  a  duplicate  of  it.  There  is  a  large  giound  plan  of 
Rouen,  with  a  small  view  in  the  comer :  likewise  an  oblong  view 
in  profile,  as  it  were,  by  Silvestre :  well  engraved.  Also  a  laige  bird's- 
eye  view,  from  a  position,  nearer  than  the  two  preceding,— sold  by 
H,  JuiUot^proche  Us  grands  Augustins  au  bout  du  pont  nettf  avec 
priu,  &c. :  a  black  and  badly-engraved  print.  Several  similar  views 
not  worth  describing.  There  is  an  immense  print,  six  feet,  nine  indies, 
by  two  feet  in  width,  of  Rouen  and  its  ramparts,  published  by 
Jansen  at  Amsterdam  in  1 63 1,  with  letter^ press  beneath.  The  inscrip- 
tion above  is  in  large  white  capital  letters  upon  a  black  ground.  It  is 
useful  for  the  detail)  but  the  effect  is  bad. 

There  has  been  recently  (1817)  published  a  Carte  Topographique  de 
ULffiile  et  desFnabaurgs  de  lUuen;  beinga  ground  plan  of  the  whole. 
It  is  a  large  and  handsome  map,  but  peihaps  too  delicately  executed 
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built  Gothic  churches — ^what  signs  of  former  and  of 
modem  devastation ! — ^what  fountmns^  gutters^  groups 
of  never-ceasing  men,  women,  and  children,  all  gay, 
all  occupied,  and  all  apparently  happy !  The  Rue  de  la 
Grosse  Horloge  (so  caDed  from  a  huge,  clumsy,  anti- 
quated clock  which  goes  across  the  street)  struck  us 
as  not  among  the  least  singular  streets  of  Rouen! 
Amazed,  and  half-bewildered.  We  turned  floundering 
from  street  to  street,  with  the  eyes  of  the  gazing  mul- 
titude upon  us, — ^^  YOilk  des  Anglois !"  On  reaching 
the  office  of  the  Diligence,  we  prepared  to  put  our 
baggage  in  motion  for  the  HoteUFatel,  the  favourite 
inn   of  the  English.     Porters  appeared,  with   their 
hottes  upon  their  backs;   and  a  burden  of  at  least 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was  placed  upon  one  of 
those  machines,  and  marched  away  with,  in  all  the 
triumph  of  conscious  skill  and  strength.     The  Iwtte 
is  well  contrived,  causing  the  principal  weight    of 
the  burden  to  fall  horizontally  across  the  shoulders, 
in  an  upright  position,  which  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
the  perpendicular  pressure,  from  the  English  knot, 
upon  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  shoulders.     In  five 
minutes  we  were  in  the  court-yard  of  the  hotel,  in  the 
centre  of  which  was  a  large  newly-constructed  public 
vehicle  called  a  velocifere.    The  springs  are  enormous, 
but  there  is  much  good  sense  in  the  planning  of  the 
whole — and  I  thought  that  it  savoured  of  British  inge- 
nuity, before  I  was  told  of  the  springs  being  actually 
modelled  after  those  of  our  own  vehicles. 

for  its  size^  and  the  variety  of  oltjects  which  it  embmces.  It  iatiever- 
thele88  very  useful^  and  has  materially  assisted  me  in  designating  with 
.accuracy  the  several  places  above  mentioned. 
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I  commenced  settling  our  plans  by  securing  rooms^ 
and  bespeaking  board  and  lodging  ^^  according  to  art.'* 
Tlie  landlady^  a  civil  little  woman^  soon  convinced  us 
that  she  was  perfect  mistress  of  her  occupation^  by  an<* 
ticipating  many  of  our  wants^  and  answering  all  our 
queries  in  a  very  good-humoured  and  satis&ctory 
manner.  The  relics  of  a  table  d'Mte,  hashed  up  in  the 
French  style,  was  not  the  most  agreeable  dinner  we 
could  have  desired  for  our  first  meal — especially  when 
five  francs  were  charged  for  one  re-boiled  fowl  enfiladed 
by  sorel  sauce !  However,  here  we  are ;  here  we  have 
been  these  two  days  ;  and  here  we  purpose  staying  till 
my  particular  objects  of  research  shall  have  been  ac- 
complished. In  spite  of  their  national  antipathies,  the 
French  cannot  but  admit  that  in  general  ^^  les  Anglois 
sont  bien  bons  et  tr^  propres."  On  the  evening  of 
our  arrival,  we  were  soon  saluted  by  a  laquais  de 
place — the  leech-like  hanger-on  of  every  hotel — ^who 
b^ged  to  know  if  we  would  walk  upon  the  Boule- 
vards. We  consented ;  turned  to  the  right ;  and,  gra- 
dually rising,  gained  a  considerable  eminence.  Again 
we  turned  to  the  right,  walking  upon  a  raised  prome- 
nade ;  while  the  blossoms  of  the  pear  and  apple  trees, 
within  a  hundred  walled  gardens,  perfumed  the  air 
with  their  delicious  fragrance.  As  we  continued  our 
route  along  the  Boulevard  Beauvoisine,  we  gained  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  commanding  views  ima- 
ginable of  the  city  of  Rouen— just  at  that  moment 
lighted  up  by  the  golden  rays  of  a  glorious  setting  sun 
— ^which  gave  a  broader  and  mellower  tone  to  the 
shadows  upon  the  Cathedral  and  the  Ahhey  of  St. 
Ouen.    The  locality  of  Rx>uen  renders  it  necessarily 
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picturesque^  iriew  it  from  what  station  you  will.  To 
convince  you  of  this,  examine  the  following  sketch, 
made  but  yesterday — ^from  nearly  the  same  spot,  only 
a  little  more  elevated — ^by  the  inde&tigable  graphic 
companion  of  my  tour. 


'TJ^m^   f.: 
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Hie  population  of  Rouen  should  seem  to  be  after 
^  the  Chinese  fashion :  in  other  words,  of  an  enormous 
extent.    It  is  supposed  to  amount  to  fall  one  hundred 
thousand  souls.     In  truths  there  is  no  end  to  the  suc- 
cession of  human  beings.    They  swann  like  bees^  and 
like  bees  are  busy  in  bringing  home  the  produce  of 
their  industry.      You  have  all  the  bustle  and  agitation 
of  Cheapside  and  Cornhill ;  only  that  the  ever-moving 
scene  is  carried  on  within  limits  one-half  as  broad. 
Conceive  Bueklersbuiy,  Cannon-street,  and  Thames- 
street, — and  yet  you  cannot  conceive  the  narrow  streets 
of  Rouen — filled  with  the  flaunting  cauchoise,and  echo- 
ing to  the  eternal  tramp  of  the  sabot.     Here  they  are ; 
men,  women,  and  children,  all  abroad  in   the  very 
centi-e   of   the   streets — alternately  encountering   the 
splashing  of  the  gutter,  and  the  jostling  of  their  towns- 
men— while  the  swift  cabriolet,  or  slow-paced  cart,  or 
thundering  diligence,  severs  them,  and  scatters  them 
abroad,  only  that  they  may  seem  to  be  yet  more  con- 
densely  united.     Mr.  L.  with  the  natural  enthusiasm 
of  his  profession,  becomes  daily  more  in  ecstacies  with 
all  around  him  . . .  for  myself,  it  is  with  difficulty  I  am 
persuaded  that  I  am  not  living  in  the  times  of  our 
Henry  VIIL  and  of  their  Francis  I, ;  and  am  half  dis- 
posed to  inquire  after  the  residence  of  George  Tailleur 
the  printer — the  associate,  or  foreign  agent,  of  your 
favourite  Pymon*     You  will  call  this  epistle   a  rare 
rhapsody  :  but  let  it  pass.     To-morrow,  and  a  few  fol- 
lowing days, 

....  to  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new  . 
For  "  fields"  you  must  readchurclies ;  and  for  ^'  pastures" 
*  See  the  BU>Uograp1w:al  Decameron,  vol.  ii.  p.  137j  & 
VOL.  I.  D 
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the  public  library^  bodcseUers*  shops,  and  printere* 
offices.    A  thousand  times  fiEtrewell. 

P.  S.  I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  a  postscript.  Not- 
withstanding all  those  tonneaus  eTeau  de  vie  and  du 
vin  ordinaire,  of  which  I  spoke  in  the  body  of  this  letter, 
we  have  been  here  upwards  of  forty-eight  hours,  and 
have  not  yet  encountered  a  drunken  person.  Their 
brandy-shops  (here,  as  well  as  at  Dieppe)  are  however 
as  numerous  as  our  pot-houses. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  ARCHITBCTURE.  THB  CATHEDRAL. 
MONUMENTS.  RELIGIOUS  CEREMONIES.  THE  ABBEY 
OF  ST.  OUEN.  THB  CHURCHES  OF  ST.  MACLOU^  ST. 
VINCENT,  ST.  VIVIEN,  ST.  GERVAIS,  AND  ST.  PAUL. 

I  HAVE  now  made  myself  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
the  locale  of  Rouen.    How  shall  I  convey  to  you  a 
summary,  and  yet  a  satisfactory,  description  of  it  ?  It 
cannot  be  done.    Let  jne  prose  away,  then,  as  I  list 
— and  forgive  all  the  minuteness,  and  even  tautology, 
of  detml  which  you  may  encounter.    You  love  old 
churches,  old  books,  and  relics  of  ancient  art.    These 
be  my  themes,  therefore:   so  fancy  yourself  either 
strolling  leisurely  with  me  arm  in  arm,  in  the  streets, 
or  sitting  at  my  elbow,  conning  over  the  marvellous 
things  that  this  city  contains.    Krst  for  the  Cathe- 
dral : — ^for  what  traveller  of  taste  does  not  doff  his 
l^net  to  the  mother  church  of  the  town  through 
which  he  happens  to  be  travelling— or  in  which  he 
takes  up  a  temporary  abode?    You  may  remember 
that  I  gave  you  a  glimpse  of  this  Cathedral  in  my 
last  letter,  as  we  descended  from  the  barriers  down  the 
pw^,  towards  the  city.    At  that  time  only  its  two  end 
towers,  and  central  spire-crowned  tower,  were  visible. 
Now  let  us  approach  it  in  good  earnest.    The  west- 
front,*  always  the  Jhrte  of  the  architect's  skill,  strikes 

*  A  view  of  this  west  front  will  befound  in  Mr.  Cotman*$  Norman 
JnUquUiei. 
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you  as  you  go  down,  or  ecnne  up,  ilia  jNniiiQipal  rtroot; 
or  La  Rue  des  Cannes ^  which  seems  to  biseetill^e^tawn 
into  equal  pare&.  A  sknafi  dpen  4ipaeej  '(wfaiob  tow- 
ever  has  been-  miserably  encikiachoA  upon  >%  tpelfiy 
i^ps)  ebUed  ^Mawer^g^rdm/i^  id  bfiliprQ  ttbia W^ftWfi 
front-rHSo-  that  ivb  has laome .Mtitte^ hrebthkigifOtoniiiit 
which  tO'eKpamd  itd  bemitiQ»>tio.the  woddering'^fOiOf 
the  beholder*  ild  myi  pooD  judgtneiA>.fthAS  wMti^ 
front  h9&  'very  feW  elctviationfr  comparaUe  with  JHi^fh-revifli 
including  those  of  Lincoln  and  lWft»  -  lit  ^  ittayt-fM* 
sihly  want  the  an^tn^  aimfdey  breadth  i4:  tht  £mafr^ 
but-  it  uivtes  twtalness  of  oiutline  •  witb  miimt«M»9|pi«r 
detail  ;in  a  vety  extmwdinary  <  maniier.  ISie  mmh 
mests,  espeoiaUy.u^QDthe  thifee  porches^  betw«ei^(febe 
two  towers,-  tire.  nuiDerouB^  rich,  .mA  for  tbe  gwf4«r 
paitt  eve»  yet  tatketrr^  gpite  of  the.  Caivmiat^fwi'tlie 
Iteneh  revolutiDn^  aiid.4ii»ie..  Among  t\ui}pww\nttd^ 
smaller  'basso  velieifoel  «pofv  tiwse  pwohflSA.  ia  tibe^^i^ 
jttt  'of  the '  dbilght«r  of  HerodiM  dftncu^  ]»elbii9Hvn94. 
ShOi is  mttMeuireringibiibec  hmdu^.  hat  fwt  Imih^ a}|K 

t- .    '      ."•    '■     .'    »  »  ^.  .  I,    •.-..!.•...  !,r)  mm'    /»., 

*  f^^elevatifm^c(fo^I{afQ^leynth  itJ^  It  js  about  18Q ,  En^lisb  Teet 

in  width,  by  about  250  in  the  highest  part  0f  its  elevation^    The 

plates  which  I  saw  at  Mr.  Frere*s,  bookseller,*  upon  the  (iautfe  nr&*, 

from  the  drawii^gs  of 't/angloi^,  ^ere  very  itulJkqfuiit^  reprdsfeoKkukc^ 

oPth^drigittLUi '  '   '  -  ■"•     •••  ■  '  '  '   * I    •:!'.. I"     ^)'» 

t  m  jpiitf  42f  ^O^MlWrl  The  iaN9gm  <^^ 
throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  the  towns  in  Normandy,  and  espedaHy 
in  the  cathedrals,  towards  the  year  1560,  afibiiS  melancholy  ^rbofis  of 
the  effects  of  religious  animosities-^owcver  teal^  or  ima^riafy*  i)^i^fat 
have  been  the  provocations  experienced.  But  the  'CfflvTni^'s^Hrae 
always  a  bitter  antf  ferocious  secti  IPommefiiye,  In  his  qUairto^Snfflitiiliis^ 
Histoire  de  ttlglLe  dathedraU  de  Ttouen,  1686,  has'divck^d  dearly 
one  hundreli  pages^  an  account  of  Caivinislii  de^redaUdtis":'  p:  d6- 
157.   Farin  is  necessarily  brie?. 
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wards.  To  (fae.rqfbt,  the  decapitation  of  St.  John  is 
addiig  plaee^ 

'/' Of  the  two  towers,  atthe  western  extremity,  on  look- 
iUf  >at  Jthe  cathedral,  that  to  the  left,  or  the  northern 
tmgoeri  is  i^ry  mubh  the  older^^perhaps  of  the  early 
part  <rftha  ocf  itb  «enttary,  if  not  <tf  tiie  latter  part  of 
the'Xith4*  It  wanfs,  however,  the  et^panee  of  the 
epporite,  or  soithem  tower,  which  I  imagine  to  be  of 
tbo  'xirth'  eentnvy;  \mt  ci  which  the  uj^ier  part  i6 
okarly  <sf  the  sixteenth. 

.  BeftMte  I  take  yon  into  the  cathedral,  yon  must  jnst 
step  0n  each  side  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  transept 
dMTB.  They  are  both  extrmoely  elaborate  in  thdr 
•Afelptore,  but  the  exterior  approach  to  the  northern  is 
lavrow  and  coi^ned — little  frequented — and  half 
dl6ked  with  every  species  of  revolting  nuisance.  The 
siMtlMsti  transept  makes  amends  for  the  defects  oi  its 
lE^piposite  neighbour.  Ilie  space  before  it  is  devoted  to 
a  sdrt<^  vegetable  mraket:  curious  old  houses  flank 
tMft  space :  and  the  ascent  to  the  door,  but  more  especi- 
ally the  curiously  sculptured  porch  itself,  with  the  open 
spaces  in  the  upper  part — flight,  &nciful,  and  striking 
to  adegree — ^produce  an  effect  as  pleasing  as  it  is  extra- 
ordinary. Add  to  this,  the  ever-restless  feet  ot  suppli- 
ants, going  in  and  coming  out-^the  worn  pavement, 

mid  the  flittered  omam^its,  in  consequence — seem  to 

J.,  . 

*  The  author  of  the  DescriptUm  Historique  de  Notre  Dame  de  Rouen, 
]816>  Sto.  p.  13»  ld»  (judiciously  compiled  from  the  lai^r  works  of 
Pommera§e  and  Farm)  assigns  the  year  1100  as  that  of  the  com* 
jl^eaeement  of  the  building  of  this  tower.  He  seems  to  think  it  pro- 
bable that  it  was  built  upon  the  scite  of  the  ancient  tower  erected  by 
St.  Romanns^  about  the  year  635.  The  upper  part  of  the  tower  is 
however  of  the  end  of  the  xvth*.  centuiy. 
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convince  you  that  the  ardour  and  activity  of  devotion- 
are  almost  equal  to  that  of  business.  It  was  in  frobt 
of  this  south  tratisept^  for  five  successive  days^  sitting 
within  the  chamber  of  a  miserable  etftre-soly  (over 
what  in  England  we  should  call  a  liquor-shop)  that, 
Mr.  Lewis  made  the  enchanting  drawing  wfaiteh  ac^ 
companies  this  dispatch.* 

As  you  enter  the  cathedral^  at  the  centre  door^  by 
descending  two  steps^  you  are  struck  with  the  length 
and  loftiness  of  the  nave,  and  at  the  lightness  of  the 
gallery  which  runs  along  the  upper  part  of  it.  By  a 
gaUery,  I  mean  asort  of  open  work,  or  passage  Idl  be^ 
tween  the  upper  om^nental  arches  and  the  solid  walls. 
Tins  continued  throughout  the  choir  also.  Perlus^ 
the  nave  is  too  narrow  for  its  length.  The  lantern  of 
the  central  large  tower  is  beautifully  light  and  striking* 
It  is  supported  by  four  massive  clustered  pilhu*s^ 
about  forty  feet  in  circumference ;  but  on  casting  yooy 
eye  downwards,  you  are  shocked  at  the  tasteless  divi-» 
sion  of  the  choir  from  the  nave  by  what  is  called  a  Gre^ 
dan  screen :  and  the  interior  of  the  transepts  has  under- 
gone a  like  preposterbus  restoration.  The  rose  windows 
of  the  transepts,  and  that  at  the  west  end  of  the  nave^ 
merit  your  attention  and  commendation.  I  know  you 
will  be  anxious  to  have  an  account  of  monuments,  stain^ 
ed  glass,  and  of  all  the  et  ceteras  of  cathedral  accom^ 
paniments.  But  remember,  I  am  not  only  not  an  archi- 
tectural antiquary,  but,  in  order  to  satisfy  your  wishes 
on  this  head,  you  must  absolutely  read  professional 
treatises — till  the  enterprising  and  wellrdirected  taste 

*  See  the  opposite  plati.  M.  Cotman  intends  publishing  a  portion 
of  the  same  subject;  upon  a  larger  scalcj  as  an  etching. 
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of  Mr.  Britton  send  some  British  artist  over  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  manifold  beauties  of  this  venerable  building. 
Yet  the  drawings  and  etchings  of  M.  Cotman,  of  which 
I  heard  much  from  the  inhabitants^  may  possibly 
render  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Britton  useless.  I  could 
not  avoid  noticing,  to  the  rights  upon  entrance,  perhaps 
the  oldest  side  chapel  in  the  cathedral ;  of  a  date  little 
less  ancient  than '  that  of  the  northern  tower,  before 
mentioned.  It  contains  by  much  the  finest  specimensr 
of  stained  glass—of  the  early  part  of  the  xvith  century. 
The  capitals  of  the  pillars  are  of  a  twelfth  c^itury  aspect 
— for  I  dread  the  chastisement  of  our  friend  N******  if 
I  carry  them  only  into  the  last  ten  years  of  the  eleventh ! 
Hiere  is  also  some  beautiful  stained  glass  on  each  side 
of  the  Chapel  of  the  Virgin,*  behind  the  choir ;  but 
although  very  ancient,  it  is  the  less  interesting,  as 
not  being  composed  of  groups,  or  of  historical  subjects. 
Yet,  in  this,  as  in  almost  all  the  churches  which  I 
have  seen,  frightful  devastations  have  been  made 
among  the  staiiied-glass  windows  by  the  fury  of  the 
Revolutionists. 

Respecting  the  Monuments,  I  have  no  time,  and 
less  inclination,  to  be  copiously  minute :  never  having 
possesised  that  patient  spirit  of  tomb-stone  chronicling 
which  is  p^nfully  evident  even  in  the  pages  ^  some  of 

*  This  chapel  is  about  ninety-fiye  English  feet  in  lengthy  by  thirty 
in  widths  and  sixty  in  heighth.  The  sprawling  painting  by  Philippe  de 
Cihampagne^  at  the  end  of  it^  has  no  other  merit  than  that  of  coyering 
so  many  ^uare  feet  of  wall.  Hie  architecture  of  this  chapel  is  of 
the  xnrth  century :  the  stained  glass  -windows  are  of  the  latter  end  of  the 
xvth.  On  going  the  circuit  of  the  cathedral,  one  is  surprised  to  count 
not  fewer  than  iweniy-Jhe  chapels. 
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onr.ltot 'anttqutttite.    Yet  yoti'Otight  to  know  that  the 

*  thefantous  RbLLo.]  M.  Gilbert^  the  author  ofthe  De$criptum»  &o. 
(mentioned  at  page  49>  ante)  says  that  both  RoHo  and  his  son  WOliam 
were  buried  in  the  south  side  of  the  cathedral,  and  that  their  remains 
were  discovered  about  the  year  1900,  on  buildii^  the  present  choir— and 
tiiat  it  was  RoUo  who  built  the  aadent  cathedral — **  according  to 
Ordericus  Vitalis  and  other  contemporaneous  historians,**  p.  56.  But 
it  must  be  observed  that  ^^talis,  (as  may  be  ^een  in  Dudiesne's  Ssi, 
Normann.  Script  p.  459)  says  not  a  word  about  it :  and  from  the  pages 
of  the  Neustria  Pia,  (9,300-1)  it  should  seem  that  Rollo  was  rather 
partial  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ou^.  He  died  in  917.  On  the  opposite 
ai^ehqpelia  tbetondioflussoa  WOliam  Longeq^  who  wavtakien 
og,|yfl»fl>i»iinwly  m.&44».w^  fafaremaias  earned  fcr.htferBieiit  to  the 
q)Dl|)j|pnL/;,  Jhe,;iwii«|Mital  iiwcriprjowa  of  thf)se  are  as  fioUour: 
Ponmieraye  <p.  68)  having  givita  the  moi^  i^nmnt  t 


Hk  posittis  est  Hie  posittn  est 

^        .'RoUo  CuiUefaMisIHctiBLongaaSpati 

o^i#M•IMi«st|«tiliV•atlM  RdkmtsfUhis, 

.;,,;{..    . ...  Bef tk«$«)  ,  PapiN^raMate 

^  .  ,,I^W^  I^  ^?<#^^^r  ^^^  nroditarie  Oocisus  nccccjpxov. 

A  Frencone  Arcluep.  Rotom.  Ossa  Ipsios  in  vetori  S«iictuar|o, 

Baptizatus  Aimo  dccccxiil  Ubi  nunc  est  Caput  NaTis  Primum 

Obiit  Anno  dccccxvii.  Condita,  Translate  Altari,  Hk 

bsisa  ipsius  in  veteri  ^Wctuario  Colloeata  sunt  k  B.  Maurilio 

Nunc  caj^ite  Kavis  Pkfmum  Archiepisc.  Rotom. 

'    ''-    '      Cottflla,  Anno  mlxiii. 
•    jlteflOiM  Alud;  Cidldcilta 
SnlitiiB*  MiMffffio  Anhiqi.  Botom. 

An>  mtmu 
Qujlitpfraidfi.^e  end  of  the  choir,  at  the  back  of  the  MgbaJtar,ate 

iTH>piui»>?ntal  insci:yp«i9n3  y#t  more  intensting  to  3Bngliihwaii>  IbB 
brother  of  Richard  L  Ricbavd  L  hmelf ,  and  J<Aii  ]>Mke  of  Arifeid. 
A^.thqrace.sbovt  I  shall  give  ttw^ :,, 

^^       lilGHARD  X  HbNBT  1»B  YoUKOB|U 

.  /'.-I  J-.    .  ■•      Cm*  HfcJaeet 

Aamum  Umkscvs  Jciubit 
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dowBto  tbe.9ght>i^n.eiilmi^;  aUbei^  his  maau- 
mm^fifomtfi^ihi^  0l4er  t^n  tlm  xiiith  century.  Ab  you 

Nonnaftniffi  Ouds  Richardi  Regis  Ang^ae 

Cor  Lbonib  Dicti  Gpr  Leonis  Dicti  TVater 

Obiit  Anno  Obiit  Anno 

mcxcix.  mclxxxiii. 

'    John  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Ad  dextnim  Altaris  Lattu 
Jacet 

lOANNES  Dux  BeTFORDI 

Nonnannifls  pro  Rex 
Obiit  Anno 

MCCCCXXXV. 

TM  JMit*B  %a6oh  yM  be  seen  engraved  in  Sandfhf^  fientatogte^  Bh^ 
imf,p.Sl4j  wlkidiplate^in£Biet>  istheide&ticidDneiitedbyDM»ral| 
wlio  had  liie  Bingnkffiy  good  fortune  to  decorate  hi*  Anglo-T96mian 
Aotiqoities  witSiOtft«tqr  atpeoBe  to  himsdf. 

The  above  is  ^le  fiunous  Duke  of  Bedford^  of  bibliottianiacal  cde« 
brity.  CospifuU  for  oQf ,  minute  the  Bibl.  Decameron,  v(4^i, .  p.  exzxvi. 
Thoe  lA  ^  wvAom  ehqptet  ia  f  ommeraye^s  HisUnre  de  ^i^EgUie  Cathe^ 
drale  de  RoueM,  p.  808,  respecting  the  Dnke*^  tdcidg  Hbt  habit  of  a 
canon  of  Am  e*tbedral.  He  attended,  with  his  first  ttffe,  Anne  of  Bur- 
^uiiDY,  and  threw  himself  upon  the  liberality  and  kindness  cf  the  monks^ 
to  be  received  by  them  as  one  of  their  order :  ''  fl  les  prioit  d*§tre  re^eu 
panny  eux  comme  uo^  de  leurs  Mres,  et  d'avoir  toiis  les  jours  cSstribo- 
tion  de  pain  et  de  vin^  et  poiu-  marque  de  fr^^rpit^  4*^tre  y^tu^  du  sur- 
plis  et  de  TauinuBse : ,  cppmie  aussi  d'^tr^.a^^oci^^  lay  et  ^,  tf^>g^ii6* 
reuse  et  tr^  jllustre  Spouse,  ayx  suffrages  de  leur  emnpp^ej  et  k  la 
partidpaiwn  de  tous  les  biens  qu*il  plaira  k  Dlett  Jfimrdoaier  Iflif  grace 
d*op^rer,*'  p.  804 .  A  grand  procession  marked  thi6  day  ofi  ih6  Duke's 
admisnon  into  the  monkish  fraternity.  The  wh^^  of  fids,  with  the 
Duke^s  sopell)  presents  to  the  sacristy^and  his  dining  with  bis  Duchess, 
and  redeMig^Qieir  portk>n  of  '^  eight  loaves  and  Ibor  gtdl6ns  ^^nvioe" 
ut  distiii6lly4lltitated  by  the  ndnnte  Fommerttycf. 

Sandfbrd,  after  telling  us  that  he  tMnks-fhert^  nei^  WW  any  por- 
traiture** of  tlie  Duke,  thus  sums  up  his  character.  *^  Re  was  justly 
accounted  onift.of  ^  best  generals  that  ever  blossom^  out  of  the  royal 
stem  of  PiAiWAoanai.  Hisvalour  was  not  noieteifftltttokiB  enemies 
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approach  th^  Ghetpei  0f  the  f^irgin,  yoja  pafis  bj  au 
aode&ifl'toimiMntyito  the  left;  of  a  reouiabent  Bishop, 
reposing  behind  a  tbin  pillar,  within  a  vastly-pretty 
ornstmented  Gothic  arch.  To  the  eye  of  a  tastefid  anti- 
quary, this  cannot  fail  to  have  its  due  attraction.  While 
however  we  are  treading  upon  hallowed  ground^  ren- 
dered if  possible  more  sacred  by  the  ashes  of  the  illus- 
trious dead,  let  us  move  gently  onwards  towaixls  the 
Chapel  of  the  Virgin — behind  the  choir.  See  what  bold 
and  brilliant  monumental  figures  are  yonder,  to  the 
right  of  the  altar !  How  gracefully  they  kneel^  and  how 
devoutly  they  pray !  They  are  the  figures  of  the  Ca»- 
DINAI3  o'Amboise* — uncle  and  nq>hew : — ^the  former^ 

than  has  memory  honourable  j  for  (doubtful  whether  with  more  gloiyio 
hiaii  OT'tolfce  speaker)  King  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  beuig  oDunseUed  \sy 
oertatn  etmdus  pevwms  to  de£EKe  his  tomb  (whermn  with  him,  «tt(h 
o«ei  was  buried  all  English  men*8  good  fttrtune  ih  fVance)  used  these 
indeed  princely  wordi^:  ^  What  honour  shallit  betoos^oryou,  tobittak 
tUs^aaonument^  and  to  pull  out  of  the  ground  the  bones  of  Hiif>  wfaom^ 
in  his  lib  time,  ne^er  my  father  nor  your  progenitors,  witibL«tt  tMr 
puissance  were  onoe  able  to  make  flie  a  foot  backwarde  ?  who,  by  Ids 
stren|ptk,  policy  end  wit,  kept  them  all  out  of  the  principal  donuaieiis 
of  CFnmoei  and  but  of  this  noble  .dudiy  of  Normandy  ?  Whertloi^,  I 
Bay  ftrst,  God  says  bis  Boitl  5  and  let  his  body  now  lie  in  rest,  whidi, 
when  he  wM  aUve,  #ould  have  disquieted  the  proudest  of  us  all.  And 
for  THia^TowB,  I  essur^  you  it  is  not  so  worthy  or  convenient  as  his 
honour  and  acts  have  deserved.' "  p.  314^^,  Ed.  I707. 

*•  tht  CAftDiNALS  i>*Amboisb.]  France  can  boast  of  few  bright^  onia- 
menta  of  church  and  of  state  than  were  these  Cardinals :  both  of  the 
Christian  name  of  Osoaob.  The  uncle  died  in  1510 :  the  nephew  abdut 
tiiivty  years  afterwards.  It  was  tiie  unde,  minister  of  Louis  XII,  wk6 
diverted  the  riVers  of  Rol^ec  and  AuMteBO^  to  pass  through  the  city  of 
Bouen  for  the  purpose  of  dyeing  and  manuflBLcturing  wooUen  cloths. 
He  also  caused  to  be  built,  ^t  his  ^W]iexpen6e>  the  whcde  of  the  fumade 
•ofthe  west  front,  between  the  towers^  running  over  ^e  andent  poithes 
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miiiiiteF itf  Louis XIL  and  (wfaat^ees  not  neoessttrUy, 
fbUov^  but  wfaatghrM  fahn  an  i]ifiiiitfi|fkig<iK^  claim) 

-»^'  fiiU  (anjs  GUbeirt)  of,th^  most  boiutiful  Slagr^-kjolfing  Wft^k^;' 
Hie  mfignificexit  tombi  above  meotioQedA  ^^a^  executed  at  ^e  charge 
and  cost  of  the  nephew^  and  finished  in  1522  The  names  of  the  artists 
employed  upon  it  are,  unfortunately,  unknown,  tt  is  about  twenty-tiiree 
feet  high,  by  sevehteen  in  length ;  and  displays  the  {BVdwing  mscrip^ 
tkm: 

PASTOB  IRAM  OIiKBly  WfVLl  ^AT^B,  AUIiBAJI^B 

LILIA  SUBDBBAKT,  QUERCyS  BT  IPSA  MIUI. 
MORTUUS  BN  lACBO,  MORTB  EXTINGUUNTUR  HONORES  : 

AT  TIRTU8  If  0RTI8  NBSCIA,  MORTE  YIRET. 

''  Hiis  sumptuous  monument  was  erected  in  the  year  1522,  by  George 
d*Amboise,  the  nephew,  when  he  was  only  Archbishop  of  Rotren^  and 
had  no  great  expectation  of  obtdning  the  purple ;  so  that  his  statue, 
whieh  was  at  that  time  placed  on  the  mausoleum,  represented  liim 
dressed  in  his  archiepiscopal  habit :  but  as  soon  as  he  had  procured  a 
cardinal's  hat,  he  ordered  his  statue  to  be  taken  down,  and  replaced  by 
that  which  we  now  see.  This  mausoleum  is  said  to  have  been  seven 
years  in  making.'*  Ducarbl;  p.  19.  I  wish  Ducarel  had  staled 'his 
authority  for  this  anecdote.  The  word  '^  quercus/*  in  the  above  ioBorip- 
tkm,  aUudes  to  P^  Julius  II.  who  was  of  the  house  of  RovBBji ;  it  is 
the  Italian  word  latinised.  Perhaps  the  three  greatest  ministers  trfaioh 
France  ever  possessed^  were  Amboisb,  Sully,  and  Colbert*  Voltaire, 
who  always  loved  a  sneer  at  churchmen,  says,  that  if  Amboise  had  but 
one  benefice  in  his  own  diocese,  the  wJiole  Kingdom  of  France  aerved 
him  for  a  tecond!  It  may  have  been  so ;  for  the  Archbishop  died 
immensely  rich — ^leaving  (according  to  the  authors  of  the  QaUia  Ckris- 
tiana,  vol.  xi.  col.  96,)  not  less  thian  300,000  crowns  (auieorom,  qu.  ?) 
bdiind  him*— but  then  ^'  he  made  the  poor  his  heirs,  and  willed  that 
they  should  enjoy  every  thing  which  he  had  accumulated  by  means  of 
hisjurehiepiscopal,  or  other,  revenues.*'  Pope  Julius  11.  pretend^  that 
Amlx^se  had  no  right,  as  a  churchman,  to  leave  such  an  immense  pro^ 
perty  behind  him :  but  the  King  (Louis  XII.)  was  (^a  different  (^inioni 
and,  on  tibe  other  hand,  forbade  the  inteiftrence  of  the  Pope  in  ikt  diff- 
poslcion  of  private  property.    The  Archbishc^*s  uDprovementa  hi  thfe 
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tipon  the  gratitude  of  posterity)  the  restorer  and  beau- 
tffier  of  the  glorious  building  in  which  you  are  cont^n- 
plating  his  figure !  This  splendid  monument  is  entirely 
of  black  and  white  marble,  of  the  early  part  of  the  six- 
teenth century.  The  figures  just  mentioned  are  of  wUte 
marble,  kneeling  upon  cushions,  beneath  a  rich  canopy 
of  Gothic  fret-work.  They  are  in  their  professional  robes; 
their  heads  are  bare,  exhibiting  the  tonsure,  with  the  hair 
in  one  large  curl  behind.  A  smaU  whole-length  figure  of 
St.  George,  their  tutelary  saint,  is  below  them,  in  gilded 

Cathbdbal  alone  shewed  the  liberality  and  munificence  of  his  dia- 
racter.  His  letters  must  be  interesting ;  and  especially  those  to  Francis 
de  Paula  (of  the  order  of  the  M'mmes,  to  which  order  the  Cardinal  was 
much  attached)  >  of  whom  he  was  very  fond.  The  Cardinal  died  in  his 
fiftieth  year  only ;  and  his  funeral  was  graced  and  honoured  by  the  pre- 
sence of  his  royal  master.  Guicciardini  calls  him  ^'  the  oracle  and  right 
arm  of  Louis/*  Of  eight  brothers,  whom  he  left  behind,  four  attained 
to  the  episcopal  rank.  His  nephew  succeeded  him  as  Archbishop.  See 
also  ETittoria  GenecUogica  Magnatwn  Erancia  ;  vol.  vii.  p.  129 :  quoted 
in  the  work  last  mentioned. 

It  was  during  the  archiepiscopacy  of  the  successor  of  the  nephew  of 
Amboise — namely,  that  of  Charlbs  of  Bourbon — ^that  the  Calv'mittic 
penecution  commenced.  **  Tunc  vero  coepit  civitas,  dioecesis,  univer- 
saqueprovincia  lamentabQem  in  modum  conflictari,  ssevientibus  ob  rdi- 
gionis  dissidia  plusquam  civilibus  bdlis,**  &c.  But  then  the  good  Arch- 
bishop, howerer  bountiful  he  might  have  been  towards  the  poor  at 
Roncevalles,  (when  he  escorted  Philip  II.*s  first  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Henry  U.  to  the  confines  of  Spain,  after  he  had  married  her  to  that 
wretched  monarch)  should  not  have  inflamed  the  irritated  minds  of 
the  Calyinists,  by  burning  aliyb,  in  1559,  John  Cottin,  one  of  their 
most  eminent  preachers ',  by  way  of  striking  terror  into  the  rest !  •  •  Well 
might  the  Chronicler  observe,  as  the  result,  "  novas  secta  ilia  in  dies 
acquirebat  vires.**  About  1560-2  the  Calvinists got  the  upper  hand} 
and  repaid  the  Catholics  with  a  vengeance  !  Charles  of  Bourbon  died 
in  1590 :  so  that  he  had  an  arduous  and  agitated  time  of  it. 
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Jtinguished.    Take  one — as  a  specimen— rrepresenting 
Charity. 


The  cross  and  the  heart  were  mutilated  durij;ig,  the 
lUrM>liit»on.  These  figures  a^^n  are  flanked  by  eight 
smklter  onies,  placed  in  cai^r^d  niches ;  irhile  kbms 
thteniVlft^turn,  are  the  twelve  Ap6stles;  notleiss  beau- 
tifully executed. 
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vrttlukiii'ftiilti^Uaded  bjra  luitf«doaeti>raggKtdrbwted4iMle  A^gnesL^  ii4w> 
]n|Bi^3ku^,]r(4«  ^^ ItoiyipiiMiithe tQw<^" . 3litiiie fBB«i^, T^^ I^ny^V^ 
np  l^jj^r-exlfts- there;.  Xhi^  bf^wfi^  broken  in  tke  yeai^  ^J^^fi,  on  the 
arrival  of  Louis  ^VI.  at  Rouen ;  and  during  the  reYplutionary  period 
of  1793  it  was  conveyed  to  Romilly^  for  the  purik)se  of  being  melted 
into cdnnoh'. ' Tetfraginents bf tt  were irans]p6rtedto the mmt itt Paris^ 
^  ihd'My  of^trikinga'few mdlais  from  K. '  -1^liese'in«!^dfl  a»tf  Aie 
vwMbpossiUbbeciifmifci.  MMn^ml^BiitMoi(dUiq^d^hB^9C^ 
ti^^J^off^^JB^ifh^.lSW,  t^yOf  has  ^lygrayed  ^e  two  aidea  of  one. 
IJ^^^En^s)^  afp  J9n4  of  .tih^  bistoiiea  of  jgreat  bells  ^  and  I  shaU  give 
a  very  brief  one  of  the  present.  It  was  cast  in  1501>  under  the  auspices 
of  the  first  Cardinal  d'Amboise,  by  one  Jean  lb  Masson^  or  Machob  | 
vlU>>.4&e  story  goes^  died  oC  joy  ,oa  having  snooeqded  in  the  attempt, 
iaid\wa8  bniMLat . the  <nd  of  Ifae  nave  undar  a  sbobU  tomh^  with  a 
MI>  senlptuftfd  opon-  it  The  fcAowing  were  the  verses  \kpon  his 
KtBifa^  faafiMethe  RevolutioiihBd  destroyed  both; 

».,f,...,  ..   f  ,  .     ,    /&^yUtf//awfw<,0?0|lGBSd*AllBOI8B, 

,  Qui  frenfe-^  miile  Ikfre  poise. 

Mil  cinq  ceju  un,jour  d'aouit  dmunetme. 
Puis  mourust  le  vingt  et  umesme. 
^i!biB  unfortunately-sensitive  lEutist  never  lived  to  hear  the  sound  of  the 
bell  which  he  had  manufactured  >  for  it  was  not  rung  until  the  1 6th  of 
t'ebruary^  1503>  by  sixteen  men.  See  Pomnieraye,  p.  50.  1686>  folio. 
The  following  was  the  quatrain,  in  Gothic  letters,  which  was  cut  upon 
the  bell  itself  • 

3(e  0uto  nominee  ^eor0e0  Ti'dmBotott 
"^  *   '       '    "  '•     ajui  biert  ttenre'0i]tmille  poUe  r 
Ct  til  ^oi  blen  we  |iol0eirf,   ' 
flluaiante  milte  t  tsoutienu 
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the  bell  and  the  tower^  by  the  uncle  and  minister 
d'Amboisb.  How  the  tone  goes  to  one's  heart! 
How  the  nave  and  the  choir  reyerba*ate  its  echoes ! 
TIs  delusion  all;  a  mere  cheat  of  the  imagination. 
But  know^  my  dear  friend^  that  there  was  once  a  bell, 
(and  the  largest  in  Europe,  save  one)  which  used  to 
send  forth  its  sound,  for  three  successive  centuries,  from 
the  said  tower.  This  bell  was  broken  about  thirty  years 
ago,  and  was  destroyed  in  the  ravages  of  the  immedi- 
ately succeeding  years.*  The  south-west  tower  remains 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  central  tower,  with  the  whole 
of  the  lofty  wooden  spire : — the  fruits  of  the  liberality 
of  the  excellent  men  of  whom  such  honourable  mention 
has  been  made.  Considering  that  this  spire  is  very  lofty, 
and  composed  of  wood,  it  is  surprising  that  it  has  not 


Below  these  were  sixteen  hexameter  and  pentameter  verses.  The  dia- 
meter of  the  beU  was  nearly  eleven  feet  En^ish.  The  enormous  size  of 
the  diaper  (weighing  1838  lbs.)  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
original  fracture.  The  knob  of  this  clapper^  yet  in  existence  at  tlie 
door  of  a  blacksmith  of  Deville^  a  village  near  Rouen^  is  seventeen  inches 
thidc.  It  follows  that  this  bell^  although  smaller  than  that  at  Moscow^ 
was  the  largest  in  the  world  which  was  placed  in  a  tower  and  sounded. 

It  may  be  worth  further  remarking,  that  this  tower  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  Butter  Tower,  In  other  words,  the  Pope  permitted  the  town's- 
folk  and  country  people,  who  had  contributed  by  liberal  donations  to  its 
re-edification,  to  sell  butter  and  milk  in  the  market-place  during  Lent. 

*  The  choir  was  formerly  separated  finom  the  surrounding  chi^[>el8i 
or  rather  from  the  space  between  it  and  the  chapels,  by  a  superb  brass 
grating,  fiill  of  the  most  beautiful  arabesque  ornaments — another  testi- 
mony ^of  the  magnificent  spirit  of  the  Cardinal  and  Prime  Minister  of 
Louis  XII. :  whose  arms,  as  well  as  the  figure  of  his  patron,  St.  Geoige, 
were  seen  in  the  centre  of  every  compartment  .••••.  The  Revolution 
has  not  left  a  vestige  behind  ! 
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been  destroyed  by  tempest^  or  accident  from  lightning.* 
The  taste  of  it  is  rather  capricious  than  beautiful. 

But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  monuments,  or 
rather  have  only  commenced  the  account  of  them. 
£xamine  yonder  recumbent  figure,  to  the  kft  of  .the 
altar,  opposite  the  splendid  monument  upon  which  I 
have  just  been  dilating.  It  is  lying  upon  its  back,  with 
a  ghastly  expression  of  countenance,  representing  the 
moment  when  the  last  breath  has  escaped  from  the 
body.  It  is  the  figure  of  the  Grand  Seneschal  jde 
Brez^,*!*^ — Governor  of  Rouen,  and  husband  of  the 
celebrated  Diane  de  Poictiers — that  thus  claims  our 
attention.  This  figure  is  quite  naked,  lying  upon  its 
back,  with  the  right  hand  placed  upon  the  stomach, 
but  in  an  action  which  indicates  life — and  therefore  is  in 
bad  taste,  as  far  as  truth  is  concerned ;  for  the  head  being 

*  It  has,  however,  undergone  great  changes  and  reparations.  Tliis 
central  tower,  with  the  superincumbeut  spire,  displays  the  architecture 
of  the  xiiith^  xivth,  and  xvth  centuries.  From  bottom  to  top  it  is  four 
hundred  and  thirty  English  feet  in  height.  The  cock  is  fixed  upon  a 
slender  base  of  only  six  inches ;  yet  it  measures  three  feet  and  a  half  in 
length.  It  is  supposed  to  be  precisely  parallel  with  the  top  of  Mont  St. 
Catharine.  Let  me  add,  that  the  whole  length  of  the  cathedral  is  about 
four  hundred  and  forty  feet  j  and  Ihe  transept  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  English  measure.  The  height  of  the  nave  is  about  ninety, 
wid  of  the  lantern  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  feet,  English.  The 
length  of  the  nave  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet. 

t  the  Grand  Seneschal  Db  Bkeze^]  He  died  in  1.531.  Both 
the  ancient  and  yet  existing  inscriptions  are  inserted  by  Gilbert, 
from  Pommeraye  and  Farin,  and  formerly  there  was  seen,  in  the 
middle  of  the  monument,  the  figure  of  the  Seneschal  habited  as  a 
Count,  with  all  the  insignia  of  his  dignity.  But  this  did  not  outlive 
the  Revolution. 
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fallen  lwu3k,,,muc^  shrun]ken,  and  wi^h  a  ghastly  ex- 
pression of  cQiintenance— indfc^tiflg  thgtjt  |  somp  ^  ti^e 
has  el^apsed  sipqe  it  breath^  .  it^  ,  l^t.T-rt^e ,  ^  ^j^nd 
could  not  rieat  ip  this  po$H^of)«,  Th^^^cenot^h  i^  of 
black  marble,  disfigured  by  the  nam?s  of  idjle^^  visi- 
tor^ who  choose  to  leave  such  inipertinent  memprials 
behind!  The  famous  Goujon  is  supposed  to  be  the 
sculptor  of  the  figure,  which  is  painfully  clever^  but  it 
strikes  me  as  being  too  small.  At  any  rate,  the  arms 
aj»d  body  seem  to  be  too  strong  and  fleshy  for  the 
shrunken  and  death-stricken  expression  of  the  county 
n^nce.  Above  the  Seneschal,  thus  prostrate  and  life- 
less^ there  is  another  and  a  very  clever  representation 
of  him  on  a  smaller  scale;  as  the  following  copy  (sup- 
plied from  an  etching  by  an  ingenious  female)  evi- 
dently proves. 
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On  eaeli  side  of  this  figure  ^which  kB8*  not  escaped 
serious  Mfuiy)  are  t#o  females  ift  white  tmarUe;  9oe 
representing  the  Virgin,  and  the  other  Diana  op 
PoiCTiERs  :*  they  are  little  more  than  half  the  size  of 

*  PiANA  OF  PoicTiSBs.] — ^Again  mention  made  of  this  extraor- 
dinaiy  wonoaA!  ?  (See  the  BibliograpMcal  Decameron,  toI.  ii.  p..  486, 
&c.)  The  other  figure,  ^rith  a  chiM  in  its  arms^  supposed  to  be 
the  Virgin,  is  by  some  with  more  propriety  thought  to  be  the 
nurse  of  the  Seneschal.  She  is  in  the  act  of  giving  nourishment 
to  a  child,  and  the  child  is  considered  to  be  no  less  a  personage 
than  the  Seneschal  himself.  In  Ponuneraye's  time  (about  the 
year  1660)  there  used  to  be  a  number  of  votive  gifts  '^  presented  by 
the  pialy  of  the  faithful/'  These  have  been  all  stolen.  Besides  the 
two  figuves  of  the  Virgin  or  Nurse,  and  Diana,  there  are,  by  the  side  of 
the  equestrian  statue,  female  figures  representing  the  four  virtues 
Prudence,  Glory,  Victory,  and  Faith.  To  her  honour  it  must  be 
mentioned*  that  Diana  Was  exceedingly  liberal  in  her  presents  to  the 
Cathedral.  I  regretted  thati  had  not  an  opportunity  of  visiting  even 
the  sctte  only  of  the  Chateau  iTjInet,  the  residence  of  that  extraordi- 
nary woman— especially  as  it  was  near  Dreux,  in  the  neighbouihood  of 
Rouen — but  I  was  deterred  by  the  assurance  that  not  a  vestige  of  it  re- 
mained; the  whole  having  been  broken  up  and  appropriated  during 
the  revolution.  Gilbert  quotes  the  verses  upon  this  castle  by  Voltaire, 
in  his  Henriade, 

n  ?oit  les  murs  tTAnet,  b&tis  anx  bords  de  I'Elure ; 

Lui-mtoe  en  ordoona  la  superbe  structure. 

and  refers  to  the  Anecdotei,  Sfc.  des  Remes  ei  Regentes  de  France, 
1776,  vol.  iv.  p.  456. 

firantome  maybe  advantageously  consulted  5  as  will  be  acknow^ 
ledgedon  reading  the  smart  and  lively  account  of  Diana  in  the  Vlllth. 
chapter  of  the  1st  volume  of  [Sir  Nathaniell  WraxalCt  Memoirs  of  the 
Kings  of  France;  1777,  Svo.  an  amusing,  and  now  unconmion  perform- 
ance. In  ZeiUer*s  Topography  of  Gaul,  forming  three  volumes  out  of  the 
sixteen  in  folio,  of  his  views  of  the  principal  towns  in  Eiuope,  1650, 
&c.,  ^ere  is  a  bird*8  eye  view  of  the  Chatbav  d'Anst,  from  which  it 
appears  to  have  been,  even  at  that  time,  in  every  respect  magnificent 
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Hfe.  The  whole  is  in  the  very  best  style  of  the  sculp- 
ture of  the  time  of  Francis  I.    These  precious  speci- 

and  complete.  A  kind  of  heavy  portal  entrance^  in  die  middle^  (like  that 
which  may  be  now  seen  at  the  late  Colonel  Seijeantson*s  mansion, 
near  Cudcfidd,  in  Sussex,)  conducted  you  into  a  mansion  containing 
three  sides  of  a  sort  of  college  quadrangle— the  ends,  upon  entering, 
having  round  towers, -of  a  castellated  structure.  Immediately  behind 
the  house  was  a  sumptuous  garden,  laid  out  in  formal  flower  beds, 
and  flanked,  apparently,  by  offices  and  garden  houses.  Two  foun- 
tains played  in  the  middle.  Behind  the  garden,  again,  there  was  a 
large  smooth  meadow  or  lawn,  with  a  piece  of  water  in  the  middle — 
the  whole  surrounded  by  trees.  On  each  side  of  the  house,  was  a 
laige  court,  surrounded  with  offices  for  servants.  In  tiie  centre  of 
each  court  a  laige  fountain  played ;  having  a  stag  in  the  centred ooe, 
and  a  statue  of  Diana  in  that  of  the  other.  To  the  right  of  the  ri^t 
hand  court,  appears  what  may  be  called  stables— or  the  menagme 
of  Diana :  and  behind  this,  was  a  thick  wood  or  forest.  Upon  a  hill,  to 
the  left  of  the  meadow  behind  the  garden,  was  a  church  and  a  cru- 
cifix by  the  side  of  it.  Everything  wears  the  aspect  of  a  royal  resi- 
dence. Sir  N.  Wraxall  observes  that  it  was  respectable  even  when  he 
saw  it  in  1774. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Diana^  whenshe  caused  the  verses 

Indwulsa  tibi  quondam  etfidmma  coi^tuf 
Vtfuit  m  thaiamo,  sic  erit  m  tvmulo. 

to  be  engraved  upon  the  tomb  of  the  Seneschal,  might  well  have 
"  moved  the  bile**  of  the  pious  Benedictine  Ponmieraye,  and  have  ex- 
etfed  the  taunting  of  Ducarel,  when  they  thought  upon  her  subee- 
quent  connexion,  in  the  character  of  mistress,  with  Henry  the  Second 
of  France.  Henry  however  endeavoured  to  compensate  for  his  indis- 
cretions  by  the  pomp  and  splendor  of  his  processions.  Rouen,  so  cele- 
brated of  old  for  the  entries  of  Elings  and  Nobles,  seems  to  have  been 
in  a  perfect  blaze  of  splendor  upon  that  of  the  Lover  of  Diana — **  qui 
fot  pl^s  magnifique  que  toutes  ceUes  qu*on  avoit  vu  jusqu*alors  :**  see 
Farint  Bist.  de  la  ViUe  de  R(m€n,yol,  i.p.  131,  where  there  is  a  sin- 
gularly minute  and  gfiy  account  of  all  the  orders  and  degrees  ^  citi- 
zens— (with  their  gorgeous  accoutrements  of  white  plumes,  velvet 
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mens  of  art^  as  wdl  as  several  other  sunikr  remakim, 
were  carried  away  during  the  revohition,  to  a  {^ace  of 

haifl,  rich  brocades,  and  curiously  wrought  taffetas)  of  whom  the  pro- 
cessions were  composed.  It  must  have  been  a  perfectly  dramatic 
sight,  upon  the  largest  possible  scale.  It  was  ftom  reelect  to  the 
'character  or  the  memory  of  Diana,  that  so  many  plaister-representa^ 
tions  of  her  were  erected  on  the  exteriors  of  buildings :  especially  of 
those  within  small  squares  or  quadrangles.  In  wandering  about 
Rouen,  I  stumbled  upon  several  old  mansions  of  this  kind. 

May  I  be  foigiven  for  an  extension  of  this  note  ^— already  peihapt 
somewhat  unconscionably  long.  Ds  Thou,  who  was  a  little  boy, 
about  six  years  of  age,  when  he  was  present  at  the  tilting  match  be- 
tween Henry  II.  and  Mongomery  (so  fatal  to  the  fbrm^,*)  seems  to 
have  been  unusually  enflamed  against  Diana :  and  certainly  he  lived 
near  enough  to  the  time  in  which  she  ruled  her  royal  lover,  to  gather 
evidence  which  would  necessarily  escape  a  later  historian.  He  calls 
her  a  woman  of  a  proud  and  weak  understanding  ^'^  adding,  that "  it 
was  thought  she  ruled  Henry  by  means  of  philtres  and  channs,  and 
fbai  she  preserved  her  unbounded  influence  over  him,  till  the  close  of 
his  life.  All  things  (continues  he)  were  ruled  by  her  authority }  and 
Montmorenci  himself  submitted  to  the  veriest  acts  of  meanness  to  in- 
gratiate himself  with  her—''  pessimo  exemplo  smnmi  imperii  ad  im- 
potentis  foeminse  libidinem  prostituti.**    A  little  onward  he  says  that 

•  <*  Je  vis  bksser  le  Roi  Henry  11.  par  Mongommery.  La  Reine  m^  fit 
d^mofir  les  Tcumellei  poor  ce  fut :  lieu  ainsi  appell6,  k  caose  d^m  vieux 
Chateau,  od  il  y  avott  beaucoup  de  touraelles.''  See  the  Thvana,  p.  199 : 
attached  to  De  Hum's /^.ftftlffMp.  De  Thou  treats  this  duel  Qnirindi  the 
stump  of  Mongomery's  lance  penetrated  the  eye  and  fractured  the  ikdl 
of  Henry)  mudi  too  serioudy.  A  various  reading  has  it—"  regem,  in  j|^ 
garii  militis  modum,  digmtatis  su»  oblitum,  inter  ludos  jocosque  periisse." 
But  surely  it  was  only  the  indulgence  of  a  high  chivahous  feeling,  common  to 
that  age— and  which  had  been  in  some  sort  practised  by  Henry's  own  fiither 
with  our  Henry  Vlll.  Besides,  it  must  be  remembered  that  McMigomeiy, 
the  ablest  champion  of  the  lance  in  Christendom,  was  compelled  unwillingly 
to  fight.  De  Thou  says  that  Henry's  death  was  predkted  by  Luca  Guaricus, 
a  mathematician  and  conjuror.    See  his  History ;  voL  L  p.  76M. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOUEN.  66 

safti^.  Hie  eboir  is  spackras^  and  wdU  adapted  to  its 
purposes ;  but  who  does  not  grieve  to  see  the  Arch^ 
iHsbop^s  stall,  once  the  most  curious  and  costly,  of  the 
Q^tbm  ei^dtr,  aad  eHeotyjed  at  liie  end  of  the  xvth  cen- 
tuky,  transformed  into  a  stately  common-place  canopy, 
supported  by  columns  of  chestnut-wood  carved  in  the 
Grecian  style  ?  The  Library,  which  used  to  terminate 
the.  mcurth  transept,  is^-not  gon^r-nbut  traiisferred.  A 
fanciful  stair-case,  with  an  appropriate  inscription,"!^ 

the  King. ''  efius^  Annam  diligebat** — and  that  Diana  was  equally 
''  mistress  of  the  royal  stud  and  palace,'*     Hist,  Sui  Temporis :  edit, 
Buckley,  vol.  i.  p.  108-9.    At  p.  767  he  thus  describes  her  down&U: 
....  Deserted  in  her  utmost  need 

By  those  her  former  bounty  fed ! ... . 
"  Valentina  [she  was  the  Duchesse  de  Valentinois]  ignominiose 
aula  exi^tur^  regia  gaza  ac  gemmis  ingentis  pretii^  quas  ilia  penes  se 
habebat>  non  sine  exprobratione  repetitis :  quod  insigne  fluxae  auli- 
corum  fidei  testimonium  fiiit.  Nam  ex  iis  omnibus^  quos^  dum  rerum 
potiretur^  multos  sed  fere  indignos  ad  honores  evexenit>  nemo  unus 
repertus^  qui  jacentis  et  a  suis  relicts  fbrtunam  sublevaFet>  prsevalente 
adversus  beneficla  privata  odio  publico.**  vol.  i.  767. 

*  with -an  appropriate  inscription,]     The  inscription  is  this  : 
Si  quern  sancta  tenet  meditandi  in  lege  voluntas. 
Hie  poterit  residens,  saeris  intendere  libris. 

Pommeraye  has  rather  an  interesting  gossipping  chapter  [Chap, 
xxii.]  ''De  la  fiiblioth^ue  de  la  Cath^drale:'*  p.  163:  to  which 
FsAKfois  PB  Hablat^  about  Hbo  year  1630^  was  one  of  the  mott 
wunificeiit  ben^iaotors.  Ducarel  thus  notices  this  Mbrary,  a3  it 
appeared  in  ^s  time.-  ''•  The  Library  belonging  to  the  catheckal  is 
4  «Mbl0<gatt0ry>^M'fatHidi«d  feet  in  length  by  twenty  Itoet  in  breadth  -, 
htMkUktM  «el  a  itaffident  quantity  of-  light.  It  is  fhmished  with  a 
gMtt*  number  of  printed  books,  and  some  incKfferent  pictures  of  its 
benefactors.  Free  access  is  allowed  to  all  persons  desirous  of  study^ 
ing  lhere>  from  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  till  twdve,  and 
from  two  till  five  in  the  afternoon^  of  every  day  in  the  week  except 
Sundays  and  holidays  ;*'  p.  23. 

VOL.  I.  E 
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yet  attest  that  it  was  fonnerly  an  appendage  to  that 
part  of  the  edifice. 

Before  I  quit  the  subject  of  the  cathedral^  I  must 
not  fiEul  to  tell  you  something  relating  to  the  rites 
performed  therein.  Let  us  quit  therefore  the  dead  for 
the  living.  Of  course  we  saw  here,  a  repetitimi  of 
the  ceremonies  observed  at  Dieppe ;  but  previously  to 
the  feast  of  the  Ascension*  we  were  also  present  at 

*  feast  of  the  Jscension.']  On  this  day  there  was  fonnerly  a  very 
singular  ceremony  observed — which  has  now  gone  to  decay.  At 
least  none  such  took  place  during  my  stay— although  the  prisons 
did  not  want  even  capital  criminals.  It  may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to 
refer  the  reader  to  Ducard^  p.  3d>  for  a  copious  account  of  this 
ceremony. 

The  authors  of  the  Gallia  Christiana,  vol.  ni,  col.  3»  &c.  notice  the 
privilege,  eiyoyed  by  the  Chapter,  of  rescuing  one  condemned  male- 
factor from  decapitation,  upon  the  feast  of  the  Ascension  5  and  at 
col.  12  it  is  again  somewhat  more  particularly  mentioned.  Speaking 
of  the  victory  gained  by  the  Saint  over  the  Devil — and  especially  of 
the  ''  Draconis  ingentis  simulacrum,  quasi  imago  idololatris  pros- 
trat«'* —  they  take  care  to  warn  us,  in  a  note,  that  the  Devil,  or 
the  Dragon  of  St.  Romanus  was  ''  not  a  real  dragon,**  but  only  a 
symbol  of  idolatry— like  those  dragons  attached  to  the  figures  of 
St.  Marcellus  and  St.  Maigaret. 

Evelyn,  who  visited  the  cathedral  of  Rouen  in  1644,  says  that  ^'  the 
quire  had  behind  it  a  obeate  dragon  paynted  on  the  wall  5  which 
tbey  said  had  don  much  harme  to  the  inhabitants  till  vanquished  by 
St.  Romain,  their  arehbishop  5  for  which  there  is  an  annual  proces- 
sion.*' Life  and  Writings  of  John  Evelyn  ;  vol.  i.  p.  56,  edit.  1816. 
No  traces  of  this  precious  piece  of  fresco  painting  now  remain.  Indeed 
I  do  not  find  it  even  noticed  by  Pommeraye,  who  published  upon  the 
cathedral  about  forty  years  afterwards. 

St.  Romain,  or  Romanus,  was  the  first  Archbishop  of  Rouen.  In  the 
Thesaurus  Novus  Anecdotorum  of  Martene  and  Durand,  vol.  iii.  cd. 
1653,  &c.  there  is  a  metrical  life  of  this  archiepiscopal  Saint. 
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tiie  confirraalion  of  three  hundred  boys  and  three 
hundred  girls,  each  very  neatly  and  appropriately 
dressed,  in  a  sort  of  sabbath  attire,  and  each  holding  a 
lighted  wax  taper  in  the  hand.  The  girls  were  dressed 
in  white,  with  white  veils ;  and  the  rich  lent  veils  to 
those  who  had  not  the  means  of  purchasing  them.  The 
cathedral,  especially  about  the  choir,  was  crowded  to 
excess.  I  hired  a  chair,  stood  up,  and  gazed  as  ear- 
nestly as  the  rest.  The  interest  excited  among  the 
parents,  and  especially  the  mothers,  was  very  striking. 
^'  Vcilk  la  petite — qu'elle  a  Fair  eharmant !— le  petit 
ange  !**....  A  stir  is  made  ...  they  rise . . .  and  approach, 
in  the  most  measured  order,  the  rails  of  the  choir . . . 
There  they  deposit  their  tapers.  The  priests,  very 
numerous,  extinguish  them  as  dexterously  as  they  can ; 
and  the  whole  cathedral  is  perfumed  with  the  mixed 
scent  of  the  wax  and  frankincense.  The  boys,  on  ap- 
proaching the  altar,  and  ^ving  up  their  tapers,  kneel 
down ;  then  shut  their  eyes,  open  their  mouths ;  and 
the  priests  deposit  the  consecrated  wafer  upon  their 
tongues.  The  procession  now  took  a  different  direc- 
tion. They  all  went  into  the  nave,  where  a  sermon 
was  preached  to  the  young  people,  expressly  upon 
the  occasion,  by  a  Monsieur  Quillebeuf,  a  canon  of 
the  cathedral,  and  a  preacher  of  considerable  popu- 
larity. He  had  one  of  the  most  meagre  and  forbidding 
physii^^omies  I  ever  beheld,  and  his  beard  was  black 
and  unshaven.  But  he  preached  well ;  fluently,  and 
even  eloquently:  making  a  very  singular,  but  not 
ungraceful,  use  of  his  left  arm — and  displaying  at  times 
rather  a  happy  &miliarity  of  manner,  wholly  exempt 
from  vulgarity,  and  well  suited  to  the  capacities  and 
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feelings  of  his  youthful  audience.  His  subject  was 
^'  belief  in  Christ  Jesus ;'  on  which  he  gave  yeiy  exed^ 
lent  proofis  and  evidences.  His  voice  was  thin,  but 
clear,  and  distinctly  heard; 

On  the  Feast  of  the  Ascension,  the  Archbishop  offi- 
ciated. He  is  the  brother  of  Cambac^r^s,  the  second 
Consul  of  France  when  Bonaparte  was  the  first ;  and 
he  is  said  to  have  once  brandished  the  dagger  as  grao&t 
fully  as  he  now  does  the  crosier.  However  this  may  be, 
the  Archbishop  is,  upon  the  whole,  rather  p<^ular*^ 
yet  not  with  his  clergy :  by  some  of  whom  he  is  called 
cunning  and  worldly,  and  by  othere  ignorant  and 
selfish.  The  laity  will  have  it  that  he  is  *^  too  shrewd 
for  his  brethren."  He  is  a  very  portly  gentleman,  above 
the  mean  height ;  and  the  Abb^  T***,  with  whom 
I  walked  to  the  ceremony,  did  not  scruple  to  call  Urn 
^^  une  grosse  machine  de  chair/'  His  countenance  is 
foil,  but  of  a  benign  expression ;  and  he  has  a  sort 
of  gentlemanly  air  with  him.  I  was  opposite  to  him 
during  the  service.  He  sat  in  his  modernised  stall, 
before  described ;  and  had  two  attendants,  full-^ 
dressed,  with  bag-w^  and  sworcte.  His  square 
eardinars  cap  was  placed  upon  the  red  cushion  before 
him.  During  the  service  he  seemed  to  enjoy  his  fire- 
quent  pinch  of  snuff,  but  was  not  free  from  the  odious 
custom  of  spitting — even  over  the  sides  of  his  staU.  I 
Ittul  however  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  about 
his  person  the  only  clean  pair  of  bands  and  while 
pocket-handkerchief,  which  I  had  then  seen  in  France. 
The  service  was  long,  and  wearisomely  ceremonial: 
but  I  could  not  disguise  my  indignation  on  seeing  the 
canons^  in  pairs^  or  alone,  as  they  passed  the  stall  to 
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and  from  the  higfa  altar,  make  low  obdsances,  almost 
amonnting  to  prostrations,  before  the  Archbishop ;  of 
which  the  latter  took  as  little  notice  as  the  Great  Turk 
would  of  those  of  his  Muftis.  This  adulation  to  man, 
ill  a  house  of  God,  is  most  repulsive  to  honest  feelings. 
The  Archbishop  lives  in  a  retired  manner,  within  an 
old  and  spa<;ious  palace,  hard  by  the  cathedral,  into 
which,  he  has  a  private  entrance ;  and  is  said  to  be 
shy  of  letting  the  English  visit  his  residence.*  The 
revalues  of  the  archbishopric  are  yet  very  considerable; 
but  they  are  supposed  to  have  once  netted  little  short 
of  £30,000.  sterling.4- 

And  now,  my  djear  Friend,  if  you  are  not  tired  with 
this,  detour  of  the  Cathejdral,  suppose  we  take  a 
promauide  to  the  next  most  important  ecclesiastical 
edifice  in  the  city  of  Rouen.  What  say  you  therrfore 
to  a  stroll  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Oubn  }%  *'  Willingly,'* 

.  *  He  died  within  eight  months  after  the  ceremony  above  witneaaed^ 
in  hi»6Sd  year. 

t  In  the  year  1740>  the  dioceae  ctf  Rotten  comprehended  tiiirCy 
'inral  deaneriea,  thirty-four  abbeys,  twelve  mona^ries,  and  at  least 
forty  ether  congregations  or  societies-~of  both  sexes.  To  this>  add 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  parishes,  besides  chapels  and 
subsidiary  establishments.  In  the  whole,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred places  of  worship.    Qallia  Christiana  5  vol.  xi.  edit.  1759. 

X  M<  Abbey  of  St.  Oubn.]  The  first  sixty  pages  of  the  Ntuitria 
-Fw  wre  devoted  to  aa  aecount  of  this  abbey.  It  will  answer  all  rea- 
Moiable  purpose,  if,  frinn  the9e  minute  and  ponderous  details^  it  be 
i90ly  observed  that  there  was  probably  an  ecclesiastical  building,  on 
the  presoit  scite  of  St.  Ouen,  erected  about  the  year  540  during  the 
4Peign  of  Clothaire  I.  a9  Pope  GregcMry  I.  is  supposed  to  have  granted 
some  privileges  to  the  monks  of  the  said  chitfch  or  abbeys-first  dedi- 
icated  to  St.  Peter,  about  the  year  596.    However,  the  piety  of  St. 
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mettunks  I  hear  you  reply. — ^To  the  abbey  therefore 
let  us  go.  In  other  words^  you  must  listen  patiently  to 
my  description  of  this  enchanting  building. 

AuDOBN  or  St.  Ouen,  together  with  his  attachment  to  this  &voiuafte 
spot^  soon  eclipsed  aU  recollections  of  previous  devotional  ardour, 
among  the  monks  and  abbots.  The  second  chapter  of  the  Neustria 
Pia  affords  abundant  confirmation  of  this  remark ;  and  thenceforward, 
St.  Ouen,  having  been  made  Archbishop  of  Rouen,  and  dying  in  638 
(not  in  689,  as  Ducarel  intimates),  the  abbey  was  to  be  designated  by 
his  own  name.  Consult  too  the  GalUa  Chrittiana,  vol.  xi.  coL  19, 
&c.  Ducarel  says,  ^lat  "  St.  Ouen  dying  at  Clichy,  his  body  was 
brought  to  Rouen,  and  deposited  in  a  tomb  which  he  had  prepared 
for  himself  during  his  life-time,  within  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  now 
the  abbey  church  of  St.  Ouen  :"  that  "  three  years  after  his  inter- 
ment, his  remains  were,  by  his  successor  Ausbert,  inclosed  in  a  shrine 
of  silfver,  and  placed  near  the  high  altar  :**  and  that,  ''  in  842  they 
were  removed  to -Paris,  and  in  918  brought  back  to  this  abbey, 
where  they  remainjod  till  they  were  burnt  by  the  Calvinists  in  1562.'* 
p.  25 ;  note. 

This  is  erroneous.  The  shrine  might  have  been  carried  away  in 
842,  when  the  whole  abbey  was  utteriy  destroyed  by  the  incur- 
sions and  ravages  of  the  Normans.  Towards  the  commencement 
of  the  following  century,  Rollo  and  other  Norman  chieftains 
were  converted  to  Christianity—when  also,  the  shrine  might  have 
been  restored :  but  about  the  year  1050  the  abbey  was  destroyed  by 
fire  5  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  rebuilt  by  Richard  I.  and  the 
Empress  Maud,  in  the  following  century.  However,  in  the  year  1248 
it  suffered  a  second  general  destruction  by^c — "  Qui  combussit  ecde- 
sias  S.  Liaurent^  et  S.  Gildardi^  et  totam  abbatiam  S.  Audosni. 
Tantum  enim  inualuit  impetus  ignis,  vt  onmia  sedificia  brem  con- 
sumpserit,  campanasque  liquefecerit,  et  abbatem  cum  monads 
exind^  fugere  compulerit.**  It  is  true,  the  monks  carried  away  some 
*'  ornaments,  chalices,  deeds,  writings,  and  reliques;**  but  1  appre- 
hend the  shrine  of  the  Founder  was  rather  too  weighty  for  transporta- 
tion. Seethe  Neustria  Pia  ;^,S\,  The  Hugonots  of  1562  have  enough 
to  answer  for,  vrithout  the  additional  act  of  sacrilege  in  destroying  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


KOUEN.  71 

Leaving  the  Cathedral,  you  go  along  the  Rue  des 
Cannes y  and  pass  a  beautifully  sculptured  fountain  (of 
the  early  time  of  Francis  I.)  which  stands  at  the  comer 
of  a  street,  to  the  right ;  and  which,  from  its  central 
situation,  is  visited  the  live*long  day  for  the  sake  of 
Its  limpid  waters.  Push  on  a  little  further;  then, 
turning  to  the  right,  you  get  into  a  sort  of  square, 
and  observe  the  Abbey— or  rather  the  west-front  of  it, 
full  in  face  of  you.  You  gaze,  and  are  first  struck 
with  its  matchless  window :  call  it  rose,  or  marygold, 
as  you  please.  I  think,  for  delicacy  and  richness  of 
ornament,  tliis  window  is  perfectly  unrivalled.  There 
is  a  play  of  line  in  the  mullions,  which,  considering 
their  sizcf  and  strength,  may  be  pronounced  quite  a 
master-piece  of  art.  You  approach,  regretting  the  neg- 
lected state  of  the  lateral  towers,  and  enter^  through 

stirine  of  St.  Ouen.  It  was  after  this  Jire,  towards  the  end  of  the 
xiiith,  or  rather  about  the  b^inning  of  the  xirth  century^  that 
the  abbey,  in  its  praent  form,  was  begun  to  be  erected  by  the  cele- 
braled  Jean  MAEDAmoKNT — and  the  building  was  continued  by  the 
ten  succeasiye  abbois.  But  the  Abbots  Bohier  and  Cibo,  in  the  xvth 
century,  put  the.  finishing  strokes  to  it,  as  it  now  appears,;,  though  yet 
imperfect.  Consult  Pommeraye's  Hiitoire  de  tAhbaye  Royale  de  SU 
Ouen  de  Rouen,  1662,  folio  >  especially  the  xxi-iid  chapters  :  p.  188. 
Consult  also  Ducarel  5  p.  26. ''  La  seconde  singularity  c*est  T^difice  de 
r^lise  et  maisons  de  TAbbayb  db  St.  Oubn,  comprins  les  plaisants 
iardins  et  ToUier  de  toutes  sortes  d*oyseaux :  oti  y  a  auQsi  vne  fbntaine 
de  marbre  haute  esleuee  auecques  diners  tuyaux  d*Yn  plaisant  et  singu- 
lier  artifice  :  et  je  puis  a3seurer  que  le  nef  de  ce  temple  est  la  plus 
ample  et  mieux  vitree  qui  soit  en  ce  royaume/'  Such  is  the  pithy  but 
eloquent  little  passage  of  BourguevUle,  relating  to  this  abbey,  in  his 
Recherches  et  AnHquiUt  de  Caen;  1588,  8vo.  p.  39,  from  a  personal 
su^ey  of  it  towards  the  middle  of  the  XTith  centory. 
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the  large  and  completely-opened  centre  doors^  the 
nave  of  the  Abbey.  It  was  towards  sun-tet  when  \^e 
made  our  first  entrance.  The  evening  was  beautiful ; 
and  the  vari^ated  tints  of  sun-beam, admitted  through 
the  stained  glass  of  the  window^  just  noticed,  wete 
perfectly  enclianting.  The  window  itself,  as  you  look 
upwards,  or  rather  as  you  fix  your  eye  upon  the  centre 
of  it,  from  the  remote  end  of  the  Abbey,  or  the  Laekfs 
Chapel^  was  a  perfect  blaze  of  dazzling  light :  and 
nave,  choir,  and  side  aisles,  seemed  magically  illu- 
mined . . . 

^  Seemed  all  on  fire — within,  around ; 

/  ^^^  Deep  sacristy  and  altar's  pale  ; 

Shone  every  pillar  foliage -bound '  ^' 

Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel. 

We  declared  instinctively  that  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen 
could  hardly  have  a  rival ; — certainly  no  superior. 

A  trifling  circumstance  here  occurred  to  divert  our 
attention.  In  one  of  the  remoter  side  chapels^  feebly 
visited  by  all  this  magic  of  lights  there  stood  a  Con- 
fessional. Within  this  confessional  was  an  invisible 
priest.  On  the  outside  a  woman  was  kneeling  and 
confessing :  just  before  her^  upon  the  pavement,  be- 
tween the  pillars  of  the  choir  ai^d  the  confessional,  a 
poor  woman,  and  a  lad  or  two,  had  each  taken  a  chaif, 
and  were  praying  in  the  attitudes  here  exhibited  by  the 
rapid  pencil  of  Mr.  Lewis :  and  I  will  defy  you  to  see 
the  story  better  told  in  any  of  the  more  elaborate 
engravings  of  Picart.  In  the  course  of  my  corres- 
pondence, you  will  probably  be  treated  with  another 
similar  exhibition  or  two.  ' 
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As  the  evening  came  on^  the  gloom  of  almost  every 
side  chapel  and  recess  was  rendered  doubly  impres- 
sive by  the  devotion  of  numerous  straggling  suppli- 
cants ;  and  invocations  to  the  presiding  spirit  of  the 
place,  reached  the  ears  and  touched  the  hearts  of  the 
by-standers.  The  grand  western  entrance  presents  you 
with  the  most  perfect  view  of  the  choir — a  magical  circle, 
or  rather  oval — ^flanked  by  lofty  and  clustered  pillars^ 
and  free  from  the  suiTounding  obstruction  of  screens,  &c. 
Nothing  more  airy  and  more  captivating  of  the  kind  can 
l)e  imagined.  The  finish  and  delicacy  of  these  pillars  are 
quite  surprising.  Above,  below,  around — every  thing,  is' 
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in  the  purest  style  of  the  xi  vth  and  xvth  centuries.  The 
central  tower  is  a  tower  of  beauty  as  well  as  of  strength. 
Yet  in  regard  to  further  details^  connected  with  the 
interior,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  very  little 
more  which  is  deserving  of  particular  description: 
except  it  be  the  gallery ^  which  runs  within  the  walls 
of  the  nave  and  choir,  and  which  is  considerably  more 
light  and  elegant  than  that  of  the  cathedral.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  about  the  circular  windows  at  the 
end  of  the  south  transept,  and  they  are  undoubtedly 
elegant :  but  compared  with  the  one  at  the  extremity 
of  the  nave,  they  are  rather  to  be  noticed  from  the  tale 
attached  to  them,  than  from  their  positive  beauty. 
Hie  tale,  my  friend,  is  briefly  this.  These  windows 
were  finished  (as  well  as  the  larger  one  at  the  west 
front)  about  the  year  1439.  One  of  them  was  ex- 
ecuted by  the  master-mason,  the  other  by  his  appren- 
tice ;  and  on  being  criticised  by  competent  judges, 
the  performance  of  the  latter  was  said  to  eclipse  that 
of  the  former.  In  consequence,  the  master  became 
jealous  and  revengeful,  and  actually  poniarded '  his 
iq>prentice.  He  was  of  course  tried,  condemned,  afid 
executed ;  but  an  costing  monument  to  his  memory 
attests  the  humanity  of  the  monks  in  giving  him 
christian  interment.*    On  the  whole,  it  is  the  absence 

*  christian  interment'] — *^  Les  Religieux  de  Saint  Ouen  touches  de 
compassion  envera  ce  malheureux  artisan^  obtinrent  son  corps  de  la 
justice^  et  pour  reconnoissance  des  bons  services  qu*il  leur  avoit  rendus 
dans  la  construction  de  leur  6g\i8e,  nonobstant  sa  fin  tragique>  ne  laiiB- 
fiferent  pas  de  hiy  fair  Thonneur  de  I'lnhumer  duis  la  chapelle  de  sainte 
Agne8»oil  sa  tombe  se  voii  encore  aueccetEpitaphe: 
Cf^giti  M.  AiiBXANDMi  DM  Bbrnsoal,  MtMtfe  dig».  umret  de  Mummmrie. 
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<tf  all  obtrusiye  and  unappropriate  ornament  which 
gives  to  the  interior  of  this  building  that  lights  un- 
encumbered^ and  faerj-like  effect  which  so  peculiarly 
belongs  to  it^  and  which  creates  a.  sensation  that  I 
never  remember  to  have  felt  within  any  other  similar 
edifice. 

Let  me  however  pat  in  a  word* for  the  organ.  It  is 
immense,  and  perhaps  larger  than  that  belonging  to 
the  Cathedral.  The  tin  pipes  (like  those  of  the  organ 
in  the  Cathedral)  are  of  their  natural  colour.  I  paced 
the  pavement  beneath,  and  think  it  cannot  be  short 
of  forty  English  feet  in  length.  Indeed^  in  all  the 
churches  which  I  have  yet  seen^  the  organs  strike  me 
as  being  of  magnificent  dimensions. 

You  should  be  informed  ho^i^ever  that  the  extreme 
length  of  the  interior,  from  the  further  end  of  the 
Ch^^>el  of  the  Virgin,  to  its  opposite  western  extre- 
mity, is  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  English  feet ; 
while  the  height,  from  the  pavement  to  the  roof  of 
the  nave,  or  the  choir,  is  one  hundred  and  eight 
English  feet.  The  transepts  are  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  in  length.*   The  monuments  are  easily  run 

mi  BaHUage  de  Rouen,  et  de  cette  EglUe,  qui  tr^paua  Pan  de  grace,  1440,  ie  6 
Januier.    Priez  Dieu  pour  Pome  de  luy. 

POMMBBAYB :  Hut  de  VAhhaye  de  St,  Ouen,  p.  197,  1662,  folio. 

At  Parb,  iii  a  collection  of  prints,  relating  to  Normandy,  (see  page 
41  ante)  I  saw  some  clever,  minute  engravings  in  Grignion*s  style, 
of  these  three  rose  windows :  together  with  a  geometrical  plan  of  the 
abbey.    But  these  I  think  may  be  seen  in  Pommeraye^  p.  1 96. 

*  The  reader  wiU  find  a  description  of  the  interior  of  this  Abbey  in 
Ducarel^  p.  98>  as  it  appeared  in  his  time.  I  may  add«  however, 
that  the  dock,  with  '^  the  figures  of  St.  Michael  and  the  Devil,*'  and 
the  "  grilles  de  fer,"  are  now  no  longer  in  existence. 
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ov^r:  indeed  they  scarcely  deserve  to  be  mentioned. 
Not  so  the  exterior  of  this  wonderful  building.  I  have 
already  told  you  that  the  west  end  was  never  com- 
pleted^ but  what  is  finished  is  worthy  of  its  neighbour- 
ing beauties.  The  central  tower^  upon  the  whole,  is 
not  only  the  grandest  tower  in  Rouen,  but  there  is 
nothing  for  its  size  in  our  own  country  that  can  com- 
pete with  it.  It  rises  upwards  of  one  hundred  feet 
above  the  roof  the  church ;  and  is  supported  below, 
or  rather  within,  by  four  magnificent  cluster-pillared 
bases,  each  about  thirty-two  feet  in  circumference^ 
Its  area,  at  bottom,  can  hardly  be  less  than  thirty- 
six  feet  square.  The  effect,  seen  at  a  due  distance,  is 
perfectly  enchanting— -owing  to  the  fine  proportions  ol 
every  thing  about  it,  which  are  neither  too  slim  nor  too 
massive,  neither  too  plain  nor  too  ornate.  Turn 
which  way  you  will,  from  any  part  of  the  town  or 
boulevards,  the  great  tower  of  this  Abbey  lifts  its 
magnificent  head 

Quantum  lenta  solent  inter  viburna  cupressi. 

The  choir  is  flanked  by  flying  buttresses,  which  have 
a  double  tier  of  small  arches,  altogether  "  marvellous 
and  curious  to  behold."  Attached  to  the  northern 
transept,  was  once  a  refectory,  chapter-house,  and 
CLOISTER.  But  refectory,  chapter-house,  and  cloisters, 
are  now  gone ! — save  a  mere  relic  of  the  latter.  What 
could  have  caused  their  removal,  think  you?  The  van- 
dalic  revolution?  No — ^for  hereunto  adjoining,  stand 
some  offices  of  government;  the  Hotel  de  Fille, 
Library  J  &c. — and  the  Refectory  was  taken  down  in 
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order  that  it  might  not  impede  the  vieiv  of  a  tasteless, 
monotonous  pile  of  what  is  called  Greek  or  Roman 
architecture — in  which  the  said  government  offices 
are  contained!  Nay,  down  went  the  very  northern 
porch  itself,  attached  to  the  northern  transept . .  and 
all  this  within  thi*ee  years  of  writing  the  melancholy 
record  of  such  a  preconcerted,  tasteless,  act  of  demo- 
lition. Where  were  the  pencils — ^where  were  the  pens 
—of  the  whole  "  corps  academique"  of  the  city  <rf 
Rouen.  Pommeraye  has  favoured  us  with  a  view  of 
this  refectory,  &c.*  and  my  friend  M.  Le  Prevofit 
gratified  me  with  a  sight  of  some  drawings  of  it-*^ 
executed  at  his  own  expense,  to  enrich  his  choice 
little  cabinet.  It  is  due  however  to  the  present  cor- 
poration to  state,  that  the  earliest  acts  of  devasta- 
tion commenced  during  the  revolution;  yet  the  gratis 
tude  of  the  survivors  of  that  horrible  scene  sho<idd 
rather  have  repaired  what  had  been  efiaced,  than  have 
demolished  the  whole  fabric — for  the  petty  gratification 
of  an  architect's  vanity.  To  compensate  you,  in  some 
measure,  for  this  ruthless  act,  you  may  steal  quietly 

*  Pommeraye  has  favoured  u$  with  a  vieiw  of  this  refectory,'] — It  is  a 
bird'8-eye  view,  and  wiU  be  found  between  pages  290  and  921  of  his 
History.  It  is  not  only  a  view  of  the  refectory  and  cloisters,  but  of  the 
gardens,  &c.  and  is  extremely  curious.  In  Ducarel's  time  those  fine 
appurtenances  were  standing.  He  thus  describes  them.  ''The 
RsFECTOET,  Chapter  House,  and  Cloistebs,  are  very  grand  edi- 
fices. In  the  latter,  which  appears  to  be  much  more  ancient  than  the 
church,  I  observed  some  old  stone  desks  stuck  to  the  pillars,  and  de- 
signed to  place  books  upon :  but  I  did  not  meet  with  the  image  of  any 
saint,  or  crucifix,"  Anglo-Norman  Antiquities/"  1767*  folio,  p.  29.  See 
old  Bourgueville*s  short  description^  at  page  73  ante;  where  he  talks 
of  singing  birds  warbling  in  the  a4iacent  gardens. 
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routid  to  the  porch  of  the  south  transept^  and  witness, 
in  that  porch^  one  of  the  most  chaste,  light,  mnd  lovely 
specimens  of  Grothie  architecture,  which  can  be  con^ 
templated.  Indeed^  I  hardly  know  any  thing  .like  it.* 
The  leaves  of  the  poplar  and  ash  were  beginning  to 
mantle  the  exterior ;  and,  seen  through  th^  green  and 
gay  lattice  work,  the  traceries  of  the  poroh  seemed  to 
assume  a  more  interesting  aspect.  They  are  now 
mending  the  upper  part  of  the  fiii9ade  with  new  stone 
of  peculiar  excellence*— but  it  does  not  harmonise  with 
the  old  woT\i.  They  merit  our  thanks,  however,  for  the 
preservation  of  what  remains  of  this  preciious  pile.  I 
diouM  remark  to  you  theft  the  eastern  and  ncurdr^ 
eastern  sides  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Ouen  are  surrounded 
by  promenades  and  trees :  so  that^  occadonally^  dither 
when  walking,  or  sitting  upon  the  benches^  within  these 
gardens,  you  catch  one  of  the  finest  views  imaginable  of 
the  abbey.  Indeed,  attached  to  the  north-east  side  of 
the  north  transept,  there  is  one  relic  of  former  times-^ 
rather  of  the  castellated  than  of  the  ecclesiastical  dia^ 
raeterf* — which  strikes  me  as  the  oldest  piece  of  build- 

•  hardly  know  any  thing  Uke  ii.]— Even  Dr.  Dacarel  became 
wann— -on  contemplating  this  porch !  ''  The  porch  at  the  soudi  «i- 
trance  into  the  church  (says  he)  is  much  more  worthy  of  the  spectator's 
iittention>  being  highly  enriched  with  architectonic  ornaments;  parti** 
cukrly  two  beaatifdl  cul  de  lamps^  which  from  the  combiaalion  of  a 
variety  of  spiral  dressings^  as  they  hang  down  from  the  vaulted  roof^ 
produce  a  very  pleasing  efiect/'  p.  ?8. 

t  rather  of  castellated,  eAaa  of  eeclemoitical  eharacter.}^^'^  A4|oin- 
h^  to  that  part  of  the  nordi  side  of  the  church,  vdiicfa  is  JBBt  bdow  tiK 
transept  of  the  cross,  I  observed  a  very  old  tower,  which,  as  tlie  monks 
assert,  was  part  of  the  church  buih  by  king  Richard  I.  and  Maud  the 
Empress,*'  Ducaebl,  p.  29.     I  have  no  doubt  of  this  being  of  the 
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ing,  of  whatever  kind,  in  Rouen — at  least,  that  I  have 
yet  seen.  At  this  early  season  of  the  year,  mnch  com- 
pany is  assembled  every  evening  in  these  walks :  while, 
in  front  of  the  abbey,  or  in  the  square  facing  the 
western  end,  the  national  guard  is  exercised  in  the 
day  time — and  troops  of  fidr  nymphs  and  willing^ 
youths  mingle  in  the  dance  on  a  sabbath  evening, 
while  a  platform  is  erected  for  the  instrumental  per- 
formers, and  for  the  exhibition  of  feats  of  legerdemain. 
You  must  not  take  leave  of  St.  Ouen  without  being 
told  that,  formerly,  the  French  Kings  used  occasion- 
ally to  "  make  rever  within  the  Abbofs  house. 
Henry  II,  Charies  IX,  and  Henry  III,  each  took  a  fhney 
to  this  spot^ — but  especially  the  famous  Hbnri  Quatre. 
It  is  reported  that  this  monarch  sojourned  her6  for  four 
months — and  his  reply  to  the  address  of  the  aldermen 
and  sheriff  of  Rouen  is  yet  preserved  both  in  MS.  and 
by  engravings.  ^^  TTie  King  having  arrived  at  St.  Ouen 
(says  an  old  MS.)*  the  keys  of  the  tower  were  pre- 
sented to  him,  in  the  pi*esence  of  M.  de  Montpensier, 
the  governor  of  the  province,  upon  a  velvet-cushion. 
The  k^  were^gilt.  Tbe  King  took  them,  and  re- 
placing them  in  the  hands  of  the  governor,  said — ^^  Mon 
cousin,  je  vous  les  bailie  pour  les  rendre,  qu'ils  les  gar- 
dent  T — then,  addressing  the  aldermen,  he  added, 
^^  Soyez  moi  bons  sujets  et  je  vous  serai  bon  Roi,  et  le 
meilleur  Roi  que  vous  ayez  jamais  eu.*" 

latter  part  of  the  xiith  century  3  but  it  must  be  now  quite  impossible  to 
ai^ropriate,  with  exactitude^  every  portbn  of  this  builcting. 

*  Consult  the  account  given  by  M.  Le  Prevost  in  the  '*  Precis  Ana- 
Iffiique  de$  Travaux  de  VJcademie,  Ssc  de  Bouen,**  ior  the  year  1&16, 
p.  151>  &c. 
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Unconscionably  long  as  you  may  haye  found  this 
letter^  I  shall  hazard  an  extension  of  it  by  ^ving  you  a 
rapid  sketch  of  the  remaining  ecclesiastical  edifices 
which  are  more  particularly  deserving  of  notice.  Next 
to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen^  ^'  go  by  all  means  and  see  the 
diurdi  St.  MacUm^  say  your  friends  and  your  guides. 
The  Abb6  Turquier  accompanied  me  thither.  The 
great  beauties  of  St.  Maclou  are  its  tower  and  its 
porch.  Of  the  tower,  little  more  than  the  lantern 
remains.  This  is  about  160  English  feet  in  height. 
Above  it  was  a  belfry  or  steeple,  another  110  feet  in 
hMgfat,  constructed  of  wood  and  lead — ^but  which  has 
been  nearly  destroyed  for  the  sake  of  the  latter  arti- 
cles— for  sundry  purposes  of  slaughter  or  resistance 
during  the  revolution.*  The  extmor  of  the  porches 
are  remarkable  for  their  elaborate  ornaments ;  espe- 
cially those  in  the  Rue  Martinville.  They  are  highly 
praSsed  by  the  inhabitmits,  and  are  supposed  to  be 

*  Farin  tells  us  that  you  could  go  from  the  top  of  the  lantern  to  the 
cross,  or  to  the  summit  of  the  belfry, ''  outside,  without  a  ladder :  so  ad- 
mirable was  the  workmanship.**  "  Strangers  (adds  he)  took  models 
of  It  for  tke  purpose  of  getting  them  engraved,  and  they  are  sold  pub- 
lidj  at  Rome.*'  Hitt.  d4  la  Vm  de  Rouen,  1738, 4to.  vol.  ii.  p.  154. 
There  are  thiiteen  chapels  within  this  church;  of  which  however  the 
building  cannot  be  traced  lower  than  quite  the  beginning  of  the  xvith 
century.  The  extreme  length  and  width  of  the  interior  is  about  15^ 
by  82  feet  English.  Even  in  Du  Four*s  time  the  population  of  this 
pariah  was  very  great,  and  its  cemetery  (adds  he)  was  the  first  and 
most  regular  in  Rouen.  He  gives  a  brief,  but  glowing  description 
of  it — '*  on  va  tout  autour  par  des  galeries  couvertes  et  pav^$  et, 
deux  de  ces  galeries  sont  decor6es  de  deux  autels,**  &c.  p.  150. 

Alas !  time—or  the  revolution^has  annihilated  all  this.  Let  m^ 
add  that  M.  Cotman  has  published  a  view  of  the  sktircase  in  the 
church  of  which  I  am  speaking. 
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after  the  models  of  the  &mous  Goujon.    Perhi^  they 
are  rather  encumbered  with  ornament^  and  want  that 
quiet  effect^  and  pure  good  taste,  which  we  see  in  the 
porches  of  the  Cathedral  and  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen. 
However,  let  critics  determine  as  they  will  upon  this 
point — they  must  at  least  unite  in  reprobating  the 
barbarous  edict  which  doomed  these  delicate  pieces  of 
sculptured  art  to  be  deluged  with  an  over-whelming 
tint  of  staring  yellow  ochre!    The  monuments  and  the 
stained  glass  cease  to  be  interesting  after  what  you 
Imve  already  seen.     Two  circumstances,  connected 
with  this  church,  I  shall  not  easily  forget.    The  one 
was,  that,  close  to  the  principal  door  of  entrance,  (at 
right  angles  with  the  Rue  Martinville)  I  got  intelli- 
gence from  a  vender  of  old  and  second-hand  books — 
who  was  seated  in  a  narrow  stall,  or  shed,  with  a 
cocked  hat  on,  which  almost  touched  each  extremity 
of  it — of  a  copy  of  the  first  impression  of  the  New 
Testament  printed  in  the  French  language  about  the 
year  1478,  which  he  had  sold  to  a  brother  book-vender, 
and  which  I  purchased  within  five  minutes  after  re- 
ceiving the  intelligence.  The  other  circumstance,  of  a 
very  different  complexion,  was,   that,  in  one  of  my 
visits  to  M.  Megard,  (the  typographical  Bulmer  of 
Rouen)  on  a  Sunday  morning,  I  arrived  just  at  the 
moment  when  the   congregation  were  quitting  the 
church.     The  Rue  Martinville  runs  at  right  angles 
with  the  Rue  Malpalu,  which  latter  is  on  a  rapid  de« 
scent,  terminating  at  the  quays.    The  human  beings, 
almost  all  females,  with  their  broad  ^^  streamers  waving 
in  the  wind" — in    other   words,  with    their   white 
spiral  caps,  in  a  sort  of  undulating  motion,  as  they 
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descended  the  streets — ^presented  one  of  the  most  novel 
and  amusing  sig^btts  of  the  kind  which  I  had  erer  wit* 
nessed.  It  seemed  as  if  half  of  the  population  of 
Rouen  had  uttered  their  orisons  within  St.  Maclou. 
Indeed^  I  thought  there  would  have  been  no  end  to 
the  departing  procession. 

Of  the  remaining  churches,  I  shall  mention  only 
four:  two  of  them  chiefly  remarkable  for  their  interior, 
and  two  for  their  paramount  antiquity.  Of  the  two 
former,  that  of  St.  Vincent  *  presents  you  with  a  noble 
organ,  with  a  light  choir  profusely  gilded,  and  (rarer  ac- 
companiment) in  very  es^cellent  taste.  B«t  the  stained 
glass  ifi  the  chief  magnet  of  attracticm.  It  is  rich, 
varied^  and  vivid  to  a  degree ;  and,  upon  the  idiole, 
is  the  finest  specimen  of  this  species  of  art  in  the  pre- 
sent ecclesiastical  remains  of  the  city.   St.  Vivien^  it 

*  that  of  St.  Vincent.']  Farin  is  rather  brief  in  his  account  of  this 
church :  which  however  he  calls  "  one  of  the  laij^t  and  finest  in 
Rouen."  He  coldly  observes  ''  les  vitres  sont  estim^  :*'  he  might 
have  inserted  the  adverb  ''  tr^"  before  the  participle.  The  r^Nmi- 
tions  and  beavtifying^  &c.  took  place  chiefly  about  the  year  1780. 
The  church  suffered  dreadfully  from  Calvinistic  wrath  in  the  year 
1562.  The  tower  wa9  built  in  1669.  It  was  on  a  fine  sunny  mom- 
ing,  before  breakfast^  that  I  visited  this  church;  and  am  willing  to 
hope  that,  if  the  panegyric  above  bestowed  upon  the  stained  glass 
windows  be  overchaiged,  the  firalt  may  be  attributed  to  the  Sun ! — Yet 
Gilbert  countenances  the  oology. 

t  St.  Vwim.']  In  the  be^nning  of  the  xiiith  century,  this  church, 
now  almost  in  the  heart  of  the  eity,  was  in  the  suburbs.  The  pre- 
sent structure  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  xvth  century. 
Towards  the  middle  of  the  same  century  ''  a  bone  of  the  arm,  one 
of  the  shoes,  and  a  part  of  the  sepulchre — ^belonging  to  St.  Vitibh — 
were  carried  to  the  cathedral  church,  and  from  thence  depontai  in  that 
called  by  the  name  of  the  Saint.'*    In  the  year  1588  a  very  extraor- 
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the  secoDd  o(  these  two  former.  It  is  a  fine  ope^ 
churchy  with  a  large  organ^  having  a  very  qurions 

dinary  procession  of  the  ''  White  Penitents''  set  out  ^m  this  chiirch 
to  the  Cathedral.  In  1560  it  partook  of  the  general  calamity  inflicted 
by  the  implacable  Calvini^.     See  Farin^  voL  ii.  p.  162-4. 

I  regret  that  I  omitted  to  Tisit  the  churdies  of  St  Patrice  and  SU 
Godard ;  and  more  especially  the  latter — ^which  Farin  says  (in  his 
time)  boasted  of  the  '^  finest  stained  glass  windows  in  France" — and 
which  gave  rise  to  the  saying — ^when  speaking  of  wine  of  a  fine 
transparent  colour,  "  il  est  de  la  couleur  des  vitres  de  St.  Godard  !** 
These  brilliant  windows  are  of  the  xvith  century.  The  church  of 
St.  Godard  is  also  one  of  the  vary  largest,  as  well  as  most  ancient, 
in  Ronea.  In  former  days,  the  rich  and  the  powerful  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  bestowing  marks  of  their  munificence  upon  it. 
But  it  suffered  perhaps  more  dreadfully  than  any  other  from  the  un< 
bridled  fury  of  the  Calvinists.  It  may  be  worth  noticing  that  Farin 
says  that  the  organ,  which  was  erected  in  1640,  was  the  work  of 
William  Lesley,  a  Scotchman.  Vol.  ii.  p  132—143.  Ducarel 
(p.  33)  has  taken  his  brief  notice  of  this  church  from  Farin,  without 
having  had  the  grace  to  acknowledge  it.  It  should  seem,  from 
Gilbert,  that  a  great  quantity  of  old  stained  glass  had  been  of  late  sold 
to  the  English  at  Rouen.  But  the  revolution  had  facilitated  this  traffic 
'*  On  doit  (says  Gilbert)  un  tribut  de  reconnoissance  h.  ceux  des  ma- 
gistrats  et  des  habitans  qui,  par  leur  z^le  et  par  leur  courage,  sont 
parvenus  h  les  preserver  de  la  destruction.*'  He  then  goes  on  to 
observe :  ''  La  peinture  sur  verre,  cultivee  alors  avec  le  plus  grand 
sueo^  par  dliabiles  artistes  (dont  les  descendans  exercent  encore  la 
profession  de  vitrier  k  Rouen  et  k  Paris,)*  trouva  dans  la  munificence 
des  Rouennois,  un  noble  siyet  d'encouragement,  et  produisit  cette 
multitude  de  magnifiques  vitraux  peints  qui  Ton  admiroit  autrefois 
dans  les  ^lises,  et  dont  un  petit  nombre  a  fort  heureusement  ^happ^s 
h  la  foreur  revohitionnaire,  aussi  bien  qu*  k  la  cupidite  des  acquireurs 

•  M.  M.LevieiL  ''On  doit  k  Pierre Lerieil,  mort  en  1772,  un  excellent 
IVaiU  Hiitarique  et  pratique  de  k  peinture  eur  verre,  qui  fait  partie  de 
P&icydopMie.  Get  ouvrage  est  rempii  de  savantes  recherches.  Qilbert, 
p.  4. 

VOL.  I.  F 
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wooden  screen  in  fronts  daborately  carved,  and,  as  I 
conceive,  of  the  very  earliest  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. I  ascended  the  organ-loft ;  and  the  door  Iiap- 
pening  to  be  open,  I  examined  this  screen,  (which  has 
luckily  escaped  the  yellow-ochre  edict)  very  minutdy, 
and  was  much  gratified  by  the  examination.  Such 
pieces  of  art,  so  situated,  are  of  rare  occurrence.  For 
the  first  time,  within  a  parish  church,  I  stepped  upon 
the  pavement  of  the  choir :  walked  gently  forwards, 
to  the  echo  of  my  own  footsteps,  (for  not  a  creature 
was  in  the  church)  and,  ^^  with  no  unhallowed  hand'* 
I  would  hope,  ventured  to  open  the  choral  or  service 
book,  resting  upon  its  stand.  It  was  wide,  thick,  and 
ponderous :  upon  vellum :  beautifully  written  and  well 
executed  in  every  respect,  with  the  exception  of  the 
illuminations  —  which  were  extremely  indifferent.  I 
ought  to  tell  you  that  the  doors  of  the  churches,  abroad, 
are  open  at  all  times  of  the  day :  the  ancient  or  more 
massive  door,  or  portal,  is  secured  from  shutting ;  but  * 
a  temporary,  small,  shabby  wooden  door,  covered  with 
dirty  green  baize,  opening  and  shutting  upon  circular 
hinges,  just  covers  the  vacuum  left  by  the  absence  of 
the  larger  one. 

But  for  the  two  ancient  churches,  above  alluded  to. 
Of  these  two  ancient  churches,  therefore,  situated  at 

dee  monumens  religieux  qui  en  oni  vendu  une  grande  quantity  aux 
AnglcHs.  Les  ^lises  de  Saint  Godard^  de  Saint  Patrice,  de  Saint 
Vivien,  et  la  Cathedrale,  possMent  encore  de  prdcieux  morceaox  de 
peinture  sur  Terre."  f    Descr^t,  Hist  de  NStre  Dame  de  Rouen,  p.  4. 

t  On  se  rappelle  d'avoir  vu  ayec  int^i^  les  belles  yitres  de  P^glise  de  Stint 
Cande-le-vieux,  de  Stunt  Nicolas,  et  de  la  chapelle  de  Saint  Maur. 
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the  opposite  extremities  of  the  city^  let  me  first  take  you 
to  tl^it  of  St.  Gervcdsy  considerably  to  the  north  of 
idiere  the  Boulevards  Cauchaise  and  BouvreuU  meet.  It 
was  hard  by  this  fEtvourite  spot^  say  the  Norman  histo- 
rians^ that  the  ancient  Dnkes  of  Normandy  built  their 
country-houses :  considering  it  as  a  lieu  de  plaiscmce. 
Hare  too  it  was  that  the  Conqueror  came  to  breathe  his 
last— deriring  to  be  conveyed  thither^  from  his  palace  in 
the  city,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pure  air.  *  I  walked  with 
M.  Le  Provost  to  this  curious  church :  having  b^ore 
twice  seen  it.  But  the  Crypt  is  the  only  thing  worth 
talking  about,  on  the  score  of  antiquity.  We  were  both 

*  Ordericus  Vitalis  says  that  the  dying  monarch  requested  to  be 
iconreyed  thither^  to  avoid  the  noise  and  bustle  of  a  populous  to¥m. 
Bouen  is  described  to  be,  in  to  time^  "  pc^ulosa  civitas.**  Consult 
]>uchesne*8  Historus  Normannor.  Scrip,  ArUiq.  p.  656.  It  is  not 
perhaps  generally  known  that  WiUiain  was  considered  to  be  extremely 
munificent.  He  was  certainly  fond  of  giving  large  possessions  to 
monastic  establishments.  In  the  archives  of  St.  Ouen  was  a  '*  Carta 
WiUelmi  Anglorum  regis>  pro  Monastsrio  Flobucbnsi  Anno  1067, 
in  which  he  liberaUy  confirmed  all  the  privileges  granted  to  the 
same  monastery  by  his  ancestors  Richard  and  Robert.  In  this  charter 
he  styles  himself  "  Anglorum  rex  effectus."  Consult  Martene 
and  Ihirand's  Thesaurus  Novus  Jnecdotorum,  1717>  fol.  vol.  I.  col. 
196,  F.  But  in  the  prologue  to  the  work,  concerning  the  acts  of 
the  later  Kings  of  France,  in  1110,  the  Conqueror  is  thus  designated : 
'<  Nullus  rex  nostrorum  tempomm  hoc  Guillehno  fuit  fdicior  ac 
moderatior.  Ejus  magnanimitatem  &  magnifioentiam  nemo  laudare 
suffidt,  quibus  ille  usque  ad  terminos  terree  super  omnes  sevi  nostri 
r^es  ac  prindpes  apparuit  gloriosus.  Paud  posthac  reges,  sicut 
reor,  ilium  unitabuntur,  &  ejus  affluenti^  &  morum  eleganti^  per- 
fruentur,  quibus  eum  Deus  in  hac  vita  felixque  fortuna  ditavit.*' 
J^utd.  Op.  vol.  i.  col.  397-8. 
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struck^  after  descending  a  narrow  stair-case^  with  the 
light  which  streamed  from  an  aperture  at  the  further 
end — half  covered  by  the  **  young  and  histy  grass" — and 
which  shed  a  soft  mellow  tint  upon  the  gloom  below. 
As  you  enter,  there  are  two  tombs  of  the  oldest  Arch^ 
bishops  of  Rouen — who  lived  in  times  remote  enough 
(for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary)  to  have  shaken 
hands  with  St.  Jerom.  'Hiese  tombs  are  flat,  solid^ 
and  plain.  But  it  is  the  crypt  (designed  by  Mr.  Cot- 
man)  upon  which  M.  Le  Prevost  loves  to  expatiate  !-^ 
and  which  strikes  the  eye  of  the  antiquary.  Perhaps 
I  might  say  with  perfect  safety  that  here  are  the  un- 
questionable remains  of  a  Roman  road.  On  quitting 
this  crypt,  and  examining  the  architecture  of  the 
exterior  above  it,  the  same  accomplished  guide  bade 
us  remark  the  extraordinary  formation  of  the  capitals 
of  the  pillars :  which,  admitting  some  perversity  of  taste 
in  a  rude,  Norman,  imitative  artist,  are  decidedly 
of  Roman  character.  *^  Perhaps,"  said  M.  Le  Prevost, 
^^  the  last  efforts  of  Roman  art  previous  to  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  Romans.^'  Among  these  cs^itals 
there  is  one  of  the  perfect  Doric  order ;  while  in 
another  you  discover  the  remains  of  two  Roman 
eagles.  The  columns  are  all  of  the  same  height ;  and 
totally  unlike  every  thing  of  the  kind  which  I  have 
seen  or  heard  of.  Let  me  tell  you,  however,  as  we 
take  leave  of  this  curious  old  church,  that  William 
the  Conqueror  died  in  its  vicinity. 

We  descended  the  hill  upon  which  St.  Gervais  is 
built ;  and  walked  onward  towards  St  Paul,  situated 
at  the  further  and  opposite  end  of  the  town,  upon  a 
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gentle  eminence,  juit  above  the  banks  of  the  Seine.* 
M.  Le  Provost  was  still  our  conductor.  The  day 
grew  gloomy^  and  the  heavens  became  black  with 
thunder-clouds^  as  we  approached  this  small  edifice. 
It  is  certainly  of  remote  antiquity,  but  I  suspect  it 
to  be  completdy  Norman.  The  eastern  end  is  full  of 
antiquarian  curiosities.  We  observed  a  Grecian  mask 
as  the  centre  ornament  upon  the  capital  of  one  of 
the  circular  figures;  and  Mr.  Lewis  made  a  few 
slight  drawings  of  one  of  the  grotesque  heads  in  the 
exterior,  of  which  the  hair  is  of  an  uncommon  £5ishion. 
We  discovered  the  Swoon  whiskers  upon  several  of  these 
fiu^es.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  possible  that  parts  of  this 
church  may  have  been  built  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
tendi  century,  after  the  Normans  had  made  themselves 
tx>mpletely  masters  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom ;  yet 
it  is  more  probable  that  there  is  no  vestige  left  which 
claims  a  more  ancient  date  than  that  of  the  end  of 
the  eleventh  century.  I  ought  just  to  notice  the  church 
of  St.  SevePy^  supposed  by  some  to  be  yet  more 
«mcient :  but  I  had  no  opportunity  of  taking  a  parti- 
cular survey  of  it. 

TTius  much,  or  rather  thus  little,  respecting  the 
ECCLESIASTICAL  ANTIQUITIES  of  Roucu.  They  merit 
indeed  a  volume  of  themselves.  This  city  could  once 
boast    of   upwards    of    tkirfy  parish   churches;    of 

*  A  view  of  )t  is  pulblkhed  by  M.  Cotman^ 

t  St.  Sever.']  This  church  is  situated  in  the  southern  fouxbouigs, 
by  the  side  of  the  Seine,  and  was  once  surrounded  by  gardens,  &c. 
As  you  cross  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  go  to  the  race-ground,  you 
leave  it  to  the  right :  but  it  is  not  so  old  as  St.  PotiJ-^where,  Farin 
says,  the  worship  of  Adonis  was  once  performed ! 
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which  very  nearly  a  dozen  have  been  recently  (I 
mean  during  the  Revolution)  converted  into  wctre- 
tumses.  It  forms  a  curious^  and  yet  melancholy 
m61ange-^this  strange  misappropriation^  of  what 
was  formerly  held  most  sacred,  to  the  commcm  and 
lowest  purposes  of  civil  life!  You  enter  these  ware* 
houses,  or  offices  of  business,  and  see  the  broken 
shaft,  the  battered  capital,  and  half-demolished  altarr 
piece^— the  gilded  or  the  painted  frieze — ^in  the  midst 
of  bales  of  goods— -casks,  ropes,  and  bags  of  cotton  j 
while,  without,  the  same  spirit  of  demolition  prevails 
in  the  fractured  column,  and  tottering  arch  way.  Thus 
time  brings  its  changes  and  decays — ^premature  as 
wdl  as  natural — and  the  noise  of  the  carmen  and 
injunctions  of  the  clerk  ai-e  now  heard,  where  formerly 
there  reigned  a  general  silence,  interrupted  only  by  the 
matin  or  evening  chaunt!  I  deplored  this  sort  of 
sacrilegeous  adaptation,  to  a  respectable-looking  old 
gentleman,  sitting  out  oi  doors  upon  a  chair,  and 
smoking  his  pipe — ^^  c'est  dommage.  Monsieur,  qu*OB 
a  converti  T^lise  i!^ — ^He  stopped  me:  raised  bii 
left  hand:  then  took  away  his  pipe  with  his  rights 
gave  a  gentle  whiff,  and  shrugging  up  his  shoulders, 
half  archly  and  half  drily  exclaimed — '^  Mais  que  vou^ 
lez  vous.  Monsieur? — ce  sont  des  ^v^nemens  qu'on 
ne  pent  ni  pr^voir  ni  prevenir.  Voil^  ce  que  c'est  T 
Leaving  you  to  moralize  upon  this  comfortable  mor^ 
ceau  of  philosophy,  consider  me  ever,  &c. 
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LETTER  VL 

HALLB8  D£  COMMRRCJB.  PLACE  DE  LA  PUCELLE  D*OR- 
UBANS  (JEANNE  d'aRC).  BASSO-RELIEVO  OF  THE  CHAMP 
DE  DRAP  d'oR.      palace  AND  COURTS  OP  JUSTICE, 

You  must  make  up  your  mind  to  see  a  few  more 
sights  in  the  city  of  Rouen,  before  I  conduct  you  to 
the  environs,  or  to  the  summit  of  Mont  St.  Catharine. 
We  must  visit  a  few  more  relics  of  antiquity,  and  take 
a  yet  more  &miliar  survey  of  the  town,  ere  we  strive 

superas  evadere  ad  auras. 

Indeed  the  information  to  be  gained  well  merits  the 
toil  endured  in  its  acquisition ;  and  as  ^^  the  labour  we 
delight  in  physics  pain,"  so  you  must  at  least  listen 
attentively  to  the  continuation  of  the  Rouen  Tale* 
I  should  however  notice  to  you,  before  hand,  that 
Goube*s*  account  of  this  city,  which  occupies  scarcely 
twenty-five  pages  of  his  third  volume,  is  utterly  un« 
worthy  of  criticism ;  and  though  Goube  sajrs  his  work 
is  *^  written  without  literary  pretension,**  yet  he  might 
have  filled  these  twenty-five  pages  with  better  stuff. 
The  only  town  in  En^and  that  can  give  you  any 
notion  of  Rouen,  is  Chester  ;  although  the  similitude 
holds  only  in  some  few  particulars.  I  must,  in  the  first 
place  then,  make  especial  mention  of  the  Hallbs  dr 
Commerce.  The  markets  here  are  numerous  and  abun- 

*  See  p.  1%  ante. 
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dant,  and  are  of  all  kinds.    Cloth^  cotton^  lace^  linen, 
fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  meat,  com,  and  wine ;  these  for 
the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  body.     Cattle,  wood, 
iron,  earthen- ware,  seeds,  and  implements  of  agricul- 
ture ;  these  for  the  supply  of  other  necessities  considered 
equally  important.    Each  market  has  its  appropriate 
scite.     For  picturesque  effect,  you  must  visit  the 
Fieux  Marcfi^y  for  vegetables  and  fish ;  which  is  kept 
in  an  open  space,  once  filled  by  the  servants  and  troops 
of  the  old  Dukes  of  Normandy>  having  the  ancient 
ducal  palace  in  front.     This  is  the  fountain  head 
whence  the  minor  markets  are  supplied.    Every  stall 
has  a  large  old  tattered  sort  of  umbrella  spread  above 
it,  to  ward  off  the  rain  or  rays  of  heat ;  and,  seen 
from  some  points  of  view,  the  effect  of  all  this,  with 
the  ever-restless  motion  of  the  tongues  and  feetoi  the 
vendors,  united  to  their  strange  attire,  is  exceedingly 
singular  and    interesting.    Mr.  Lewis's   occupation 
would  not  admit  of  his  making  a  satisfactory  sketch  of 
it,  or  I  am  not  certain  whether  any  effort  of  his  pencil 
could  have  more  gratified  the  tastes  of  our  country* 
men.    These  huge  and  broad  spreading  umbrellas, 
with  their  accompaniments  of  live  and  dead  stock, 
taken  in  a  somewhat  fore-shortened  manner,  would 
produce  a  truly  spirited  picture  for  the  buriu  of  Mitak. 
Leaving  the  old  market  place,  you  pass  on  to  the 
MarchdNeufj  where  fruits,  eggs,  and  butter  are  chiefly 
sold.    At  this  season  of  the  year  there  is  necessarily 
little  or  no  fruit,  but  I  could  have  filled  one  coat 
pocket  with  eggs  (a  dangerous  experiment!)  for  less 
than  half  a  franc.    These  market  places  are  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  town,  near  the  quays.    But 
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while  upon  the  subject  of  bujdngand  selling/ 1  must 
take  you  with  me  to  the  HaUes  of  Rouen ;  in  other 
words,  to  the  large  public  buildings  now  exclusively 
appropriated  to  the  vendition  of  cloths,  linen,  and  the 
varied  et-^eteras  of  mercery.     These   are  at   once 
qmcious  and  interesting  in  a  high  degree.   They  form  . 
the  divisions  of  the  open  spaces,  or  squares,  where 
the  markets  just  mentioned  are  held ;  and  were  for- 
merly the  appurtenances  of  the  palaces  and  chateaux 
of  the  old  Dukes  of  Normandy :  the  latter  of  which 
are  now  wholly  demolished.    You  must  rise  betimes 
on  a  Friday  morning,  to  witness  a  sight  of  which 
you  can  have  no  conception  in  England :  unless  it  be 
at  a  similar  scene  in  Leeds.    By  six  o'clock  the  busy 
world  is  in  motion  within  these  halls.    Then  com- 
mences the  incessant  and  inconceivable    vocifera- 
tion of  buying  and  selling.     The  whole  scene  is 
alive,  and  carried  on  in  several  vast,  stone-arched 
rooms,  supported  by  a  row  of  pillars  in  the  cen- 
tre.     Of  these  halls,    the  largest  is  about   three 
hundred  and  twenty  Ekiglish  feet  in  length,  by  fifty- 
five  in  width.    The  centre,  in  each  division,   con- 
tains tables  and  counters  for  the  display  of  cloth, 
cotton,  stuff,  and  linen  of  all  descriptions.    The  dis- 
play of  divers  colours — ^the  commendations  bestowed 
by  the  seller,  and  the  reluctant  assent  of  the  pur- 
chaser— the  animated  eye  of  the  former,  and  the  cal- 
culating brow  of  the  latter — the  removal  of  one  set 
of  wares,  and  the  bringing  on  of  another — in  short, 
the    never-ceasing  succession  of  sounds  and  sights 
astonishes  the  gravity  of  an  Englishman ;  whose  asto^ 
nishment  is  yet  heightened  by  the  extraordinary  good 
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humour  which  every  where  prevails.  The  laugh,  the 
joke,  the  ^uivoque,  aud  reply,  were  worth  being  re- 
corded in  pointed  metre ; — and  what  metre  but  thitt  of 
Dan  Crabbe  could  possibly  render  it  justice  ?  By  nine 
of  the  clock  all  is  hushed,  The  sale  is  over :  the  goods 
are  cleared ;  and  both  buyers  and  sellers  have  quitted 
the  scene. 

La  Halle  au  Bledj  or  the  (hm  Market ^  probably 
presents  a  more  interesting  scene.  This  hall  is  close  to 
the  preceding,  and  is  about  three  hundred  and  twenty 
English  feet  in  length,  and  proportionably  broad  and 
lofty.  The  maricet  days  are  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday;  but  more  especially  the  latter  day.  Indeed 
if  you  cast  a  leisurefy  and  reflecting  survey  upon  these 
several  markets — ^if  you  consider  the  bustle  and  barter 
that  is  going  on,  and  that  every  thing  indicates  the 
renovation  of  prosperity  after  the  late  afflicting  events 
of  the  revolution — ^if  you  conisider  too  (as  the  Rouen- 
nois  ought,  and  I  hope  do,  consider !)  ^^  how  good  the 
God  of  harvest''  has  been  to  them  in  the  fecundity  of 
their  pasture  and  arable  soil ! — ^when  you  gaze,  I  say, 
with  a  truly  philosophical  feeling  upon  all  this  ani- 
mated scene,  here  so  inadequately  described,  you  can* 
not  but  instinctively  acknowledge  how  preferable  are 
the  quiet  pursuits  of  peace  to  the  tumultuous  occu* 
pations  of  war — how  infinitely  more  instructive  are  the 
arts  of  agriculture  than  those  of  arms — and  what  in- 
calculable moral  benefits  result  from  the  cultivation  of 
industrious  habits,  compared  with  all  the  glories  to 
b6  acqmred  from  conquest,  from  ambition,  and  from 
despotism ! 

O  Fortunatos  nimium  sua  si  bona  ndrint ! — 
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From  stilly  let  me  conduct  you  to  active  life.  In 
other  wordS)  let  us  hasten  to  take  a  peep  at  the  Horse 
and  Cattle  Market.  These  are  subjects  of  consideration, 
to  which  you,  my  dear  friend^  who  equally  love  to 
be  borne  upon  a  fiery  steed,  and  to  see  your  cows 
grazing  in  your  meadows,  or  grouped  upon  canvas, 
by  a  Cuyp  or  a  Vandevelde,  can  never  be  indifferent; 
On  the  other  hand,,  consider  my  inexperience — my  total 
ignorance  of  the  meaning  of  words  in  Tattersal's  Dic- 
tionary; though,  for  dead  stock,  I  will  not  allow  your 
admiration  of  Cuyp,  or  of  Vandevelde,  to  exceed  my  own  ^ 
In  few  words  then,  be  it  known  that  the  Horse  and 
Cattle  Market  is  carried  on  in  the  very  opposite  part 
of  the  town ;  that  is,  towards  the  northern  Boulevards. 
Tlie  horses  are  generally  entire:  and  indeed  you  have 
scarcely  any  thing  in  England  which  exceeds  the  Nor-- 
man  horse,  properly  so  understood.  This  animal 
unites  the  hardiness  of  the  mule  with  the  strength  of 
his  own  particular  species.  He  is  also  docile,  and 
weU  trained;  and  a  Norman,  from  pure  aflfection, 
thinks  he  can  never  put  enough  harness  upon  his 
back.  I  have  seen  the  &ce  and  shoulders  of  a  cart- 
horse quite  buried  beneath  a  profusion  and  weight  of 
colkur;  and  have  beheld  a  &rmer*s  horse,  led  out 
to  the  pkmgh,  with  trappings  as  gorgeous  and  strik-^ 
ing  as  those  of  a  General's  charger  brought  forward  for 
a  review.  Hie  carts  and  vehicles  are  usually  balanced 
in  the  centre  upon  two  wheels,  which  diminishes  much 
of  the  pressure  upon  the  horse.  Yet  the  caps  of  the 
wheels  are  fnghtftdly  long,  and  inconveniently  pro- 
jecting :  while  the  eternally  loud  cracking  of  the  whip 
is  most  repulsive  to  nervous  ears.    On  one  of  these 
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market  days,  my  son,  more  learned  in  the  knowl^lge 
of  horses  than  his  parent,  asked  the  price  of  an  en- 
tire, fine  animal;  but  the  vender  would  hear  of  nothing 
wider  forty  louis — ^which  I  thought  "  a  good  round 
sum.*"  In  the  market  these  animals  stand  pretty  close 
to  each  other  for  sale;  and  are  led  off,  for  shew, 
amidst  boys,  girls,  and  women,  who  contrive  very  dex- 
terously to  get  out  of  the  way  of  their  active  hoofe. 
The  French  seem  to  have  an  instinctive  method  of  doing 
that,  which,  with  ourselves,  demands  forethought  and 
cteliberation. 

Of  the  Streets,  in  this  extraordinary  city,  that  of  tl^ 
Cheat  Clock — (Rue  de  la  Grosse  Horloge)  which  runs 
in  a  straight  line  from  the  western  front  of  the  Cathe- 
dral, at  right  angles  with  the  Rue  des  Cannes^  is 
probably  the  most  important,  ancient,  and  interesting. 
When  we  were  conveyed,  on  our  entrance  (in  the 
cabriolet  of  the  Diligence,)  beneath  the  arch  to  the 
upper  part  of  which  this  old  fashioned  clock  is 
attached,  we  were  lost  in  admiration  at  the  singu- 
larity of  the  scene.  The  inhabitants  saw,  and  enjo^^, 
our  astonishment.  There  is  a  fountain  beneath,  or 
rather  on  one  side  of  tins  arch ;  over  which  is  sculp^ 
tured  a  motley  group  of  insipid  figures,  of  the  latter 
time  of  Louis  XIV.  The  old  tower  near  this  clock  merits 
a  leisurely  survey:  as  do  also  some  old  houses,  to 
the  right,  on  looking  at  it.  It  was  within  this  old 
tower  *  that  a  bell  was  formerly  tolled,  at  nine  o'clock 

*  *'  Cesi,  comme  on  Fa  dit>  dans  cette  Tour  qu^est  plac^  la  cloche 
dite  d*ai^ent>  ou  Beffroy^  que  Ton  sonne  dans  les  c^i^monies  pub- 
liques^  pour  les  diverses  Elections,  les  moments  de  calamit^^  teU 
que  les  incendies^  etc. ;  elle  se  fiut  remarquer  par  un  timbre  tr^- 
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each  evenings  to  warn  the  inhabitants  abroad  to  retire 
within  the  walls  of  the  city;  but  not  for  the  purpose  of 
extinguishing  their  fires — no  curfew — as  in  times  of 
old  with  us.  As  to  the  clock,  it  is  remarkable  rather 
for  its  antiquity  than  for  the  regularity  of  its  move- 
ments. It  is  heavy  and  clumsy,  yet  not  wanting  a 
certain  old  &shioned  richness  of  ornament.  No  in- 
habitant, living  on  either  side  of  it,  whether  stationary, 
or  moving  beneath  it,  ever  now  thinks  of  lifting  his  eyes 
towards  this  object — which  formerly  perhaps  com- 
manded the  admiration  of  the  young  and  the  respect  of 
the  old.  Ancient  usages  are  speedily  forgotten ;  and 
what  we  are  in  the  habit  of  contemplating  when  young, 
ceases  to  attract  attention  in  maturer  years. 

Turning  to  the  left,  in  this  street,  and  going  down 
a  sharp  descent,  we  observe  a  stand  of  hackney 
coaches  in  a  small  square,  caUed  La  Place  de  la  Pucelle: 
that  is,  the  place  where  the  &mous  Jeanne  d^Anc* 

dair  et  sonore  qui  produit  une  sensation  extraordinaire.  On  la  sonne 
tons  les  soirs  k  neuf-heures :  c'est  que  Ton  nomme  k  Rouen  la  retraUe, 
parce  que  dans  les  temps  de  guerre>  ou  lorsque  les  portes  de  la  ville  se 
fermaient^  eUe  avertissait  les  habitants  hors  de  la  ville  d*y  rentrer^ 
au  risque  de  passer  la  nuit  dans  les  faubourgs.  Sa  destination  a  6i6 
aussi  d*avertir  les  soldats  de  la  gamison  de  Theure  de  la  retndte.'* 
Itin&aire,p,  126. 

•  the  famous  Jrannb  d*Abc.]  Goube^  in  the  second  volume  of 
his  Bistoire  du  Duch4  de  Normandiey  has  devoted  several  spiritedly 
written  pages  to  an  account  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  tlus  heroine. 
Her  history  is  pretty  well  known  to  the  English — from  earliest  youth. 
Goube  says  that  her  mode  of  death  had  been  completely  prejudged — 
for  ihai,  previously  to  the  sentence  being  passed^  they  began  to  erect 
''  a  scaffold  of  plaister^  so  raised^  that  the  flames  could  not  at  first 
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was  imprisoned^  and  afterwards  burnt.  What  sensa- 
tions possess  one  as  we  gaze  npon  each  surrounding 

reach  her — and  she  was  in  consequence  consumed  by  a  slow  fire : 
her  tortures  being  long  and  horrible/*  Hume  has  been  rather  too 
brief:  but  he  judiciously  observes  that  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  **  was  equally  barbarous  and  dishonourable/'  Indeed  it 
were  difficult  to  pronounce  which  is  entitled  to  the  greatest  abhor- 
rei^ce — the  imbeciUty  of  Charles  VU.  the  baseness  of  John  of 
Luxembourg,  or  the  treachery  of  the  Regent  Bedford  ?  I  hope  this 
latter  renowned  character  employed  and  paid  the  artists  for  his 
famous  Missal  and  Breviary — as  an  act  of  penance  and  atone- 
ment for  his  absolute  wickedness  towards  the  Maid  of  Orleans. 

It  seems  pretty  clear  that  Monstrelet,  the  celebrated  historian,  and 
contemporary  with  Joan,  was  not  well  disposed  towards  her.  She  was 
taken  prisoner  in  a  sortie  from  Compeigne,  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  upon  the  eve  of  the  day  of  Ascension,  and  "  was  drag- 
ged from  her  horse  (says  that  chronicler)  by  an  archer,  near  to 
whom  was  {Lyonnel]  the  bastarde  de  Vendome;  and  to  him  she  sur- 
rendered, and  pledged  her  fiuth.  He  lost  no  time  in  carrying  her 
to  Maligny,  and  putting  her  under  a  secure  guard,"  &c.  ''  The  Duke 
of  Buigundy  went  to  the  lodgings  where  she  was  confined,  and 
spake  some  words  to  her ',  but  what  they  were  (continues  Monstrelet) 
I  do  not  now  recollect,  although  I  was  present  [dolt !]  The  Duke 
and  the  army  returned  to  their  quarters,  leaving  the  Maid  under  the 
guard  of  Sir  John  Luxembourg;  who  shortly  after  sent  her,  under  a 
strong  escort,  to  the  castle  of  Beaulieu,  and  thence  to  that  of  Beau- 
Tevoir,  where  she  remained,  as  you  shall  hear,  a  prisoner  a  long 
time.*'  fJohnes's  Monstrelet,  vol.  ii.  p.  380,  folio  impression.  Edit. 
Sauvage,  1572.  vol.  ii.  fol.  57-8.)  So  that  it  should  seem  Sir  John 
did  not  immediately  dispose  of  his  prisoner :  Monstrelet  has  confined 
his  account  of  the  incarceration  and  death  of  the  Maid,  to  the  Lettres 
Missives  of  the  Regent  Bedford :  in  which,  among  her  supposed 
crimes,  formal  mention  is  made  of  her  wearing  man's  apparel  for 
two  whole  years — '^  chose  d  Dieu  abhomtnahUP  *'  EUe  fiit  men^ 
par  la  dicte  iustice  li^  au  vibil  m abch^  dedans  Roueii,  et  Ik  pub- 
liquement  fiit  arse  k  la  veue  de  tout  le  peuple/'  Monstielet,  edit. 
Sauvage,  vol.  ii.  fbl.  71. 
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object  I — although,  now,  each  surrounding  object  has 
undergone  a  most  palpable  change.   Ah,  my  friend — 

The  unfoitanate  sufferer  is  thus  described  by  a  French  poet  of  the 
latter  end  of  the  xrth  century: 


£t  a  Rouen  en  enunenerent 
La  PucBLLE  pour  prisonniere. 

Elle  est  tr^  doulce,  amiable, 
Moutonne,  sans  orgueil  ne  en?ie, 
Gradeuse,  moult  senriable, 
Et  qui  menoit  bien  beUe  vie. 

Tths  souTent  eUe  se  confessoit. 
Pour  avoir  Dieu  en  protecteur, 
Ne  gaire  Feste  se  passoit. 
Que  ne  reoeust  son  Or^ateur. 

Mais  ce  nonobstant  les  Angloys 
Aux  vertui  &  Mens  ne  penserent, 
Ain^ois  en  haine  des  FVan^oys, 
Tres  durement  si  la  traicterent. 

Puis  an  derrenier  la  condamnerent 
A  mourir  doulouieusement, 
£t  brief  Tarderent  &  bruDer^t 
A  Rouen  tout  publiquement. 

Let  Poenes  de  Martial  de  Paris.  Paris,  1724, 
1^0.  vol  L  p.  120. 

Hie  identical  spot  on  which  she  suffered  is  not  now  visible^  accord- 
ing to  Milling  that  place  having  been  occupied  by  the  late  March^ 
des  Veaux.  It  was  however  not  half  a  stone*s  throw  from  the  sdte  of 
the  present  statue.  In  the  Antiquitis  Nationales  of  the  last  mentioned 
author  ^vol.  iii.  art.  xxxvi.)  there  are  three  plates  connected  with 
the  History  of  Joan  of  Arc  The  Jirst  plate  represents  the  Parte  Bauve- 
reitUio  theleft^  and  the  circular  old  tower  to  the  right — ^in  which  lat- 
ter Joan  was  confined,  with  some  houses  before  it :  the  middle  ground 
is  a  ocnnplete  representation  of  the  rubbishing  state  by  which  many  of 
the  public  buildings  at  Rouen  are  yet  surrounded ;  and  French  taste  has 
enlivened  the  for^round  with  a  picture  of  a  lover  and  his  mistress, 
in  a  bocage,  regaling  themselves  with  a  flagon  of  wine.    The  old 
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what  emotions  were  once  excited  within  this  small 
space!   What  curiosity,  and  even   agony  of  mind, 

circular  tower  {*'  qui  vH  g^mir  cette  infortunde,**  says  Biillin)  exists 
no  longer.  The  second  plate  represents  the  fountain  which  was  built 
in  the  market-place  upon  the  very  spot  where  the  Maid  8ufiered>  and 
which  spot  was  at  first  designated  by  the  erection  of  a  cross.  From 
the  style  of  the  embellishments  it  appears  to  have  been  of  the  time 
of  Francis  I.  Goube  has  re-engraved  this  fountain.  It  was  taken 
down  or  demolished  in  1755 ;  upon  the  scite  of  which  was  built 
the  present  tasteless  production — resembling,  as  the  author  of  the 
Itmiraxrt  de  Ranen  (p.  69)  well  observes,  *'  rather  a  Pallas  than 
the  heroine  of  Orleans.'*  The  name  of  the  author  was  Stodts. 
Millin*s  third  plate — of  this  present  existing  fountain,  is  desirable — 
in  as  much  as  it  shews  the  front  of  the  house,  in  the  interior  of  which 
are  the  basso-relievos  of  the  Champ  de  drop  d^Or:  for  an  account  of 
which  see  afterwards. 

In  the  same  work,  vol.  11.  p.  2,  is  a  plate  of  the  Maid's  monument 
at  Orleans,  cast  in  bronze  (the  second  of  the  kind  in  France)  in  the 
year  1571.  She  is  kneeling,  with  her  long  hair  slightly  tied  with  a 
riband  behind  the  nape  of  her  neck.  Her  head  is  uncovered,  and 
her  helmet  and  spear  are  by  the  side  of  her.  Opposite  to  her  is  no 
very  desirable  neighbour — Charles  VU.  The  central  subject  is  the 
dead  Christ  in  the  lap  of  the  Virgin.  Does  this  monument  yet 
exist?  In  a  note  at  vol.  iii.  p.  3,  Art.  xxxvi.,  Millin  properly  refers 
to  Lenglet  du  Fresnoy  and  Fontette*s  edition  of  Le  Long's  BihUotKkqM 
Historique,  for  a  catalogue  of  the  numerous,  or  rather  innumerable, 
works,  of  all  kinds,  and  in  all  shinies,  which  were  published  relating 
to  the  Maid's  lifo  and  death.  The  subject  has  been  even  dramatised; 
and  in  the  MSS.  of  the  Vatican  there  is  a  metrical  mystery  of  the  Siege 
of  Orleans.  Millin  allows,  with  equal  propriety,  that  all  portraits 
of  her — ^whether  in  sculpture,  or  painting,  or  engraving— are  purely 
IDEAL.  Perhaps  the  nearest,  in  point  of  fidelity,  was  that  which  was 
seen  in  a  painted  glass  window  of  the  church  of  the  Mmimes  at 
Chaillot:  although  the  building  was  not  erected  till  the  time  of 
Charles  VIII.  Yet  it  might  have  been  a  copy  of  some  coeval  produc- 
tion. In  regard  to  oil  paintings,  I  take  it  that  the  portrait  of  Jdditb, 
with  a  sword  in  one  hand,  and  the  head  of  Holofome9  iu  the  other,  has 
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mingled  with  the  tumults  of  indignation^  the  shouts 
(^revenge,  and  the  exclamations  of  pity !  But  life  now 
goes  on  just  the  same  as  if  nothing  remarkable  had  hap- 
pened here.  The  past  is  forgotten.  Nor  smoke  nor 
flame  is  seen ;  nor  the  shrieks  of  the  sufferer  are  heard. 
Poor  Joan ! — she  is  one  of  the  many  who,  having  been 
tortured  as  a  heretic,  have  been  afterwards  reverenced 
as  a  martyr.  Her  statue  was,  not  very  long  after  her 
execution,  almost  adored  upon  that  very  spot  where 
her  body  had  been  consigned,  with  execrations,  to 
the  flames.  As  I  gazed  upon  the  present  wretched 
sculptured  representation  of  her,  I  could  not  but  think 
(tf  the  sleepy  attempt  of  Chapelaine,  and  the  more  ani- 
mated effort  of  our  Southey — to  immortalize  her 
memory.  The  prison  where  Joan  of  Arc  was  confined 
yet  partly  exists ;  and  the  spot  where  she  was  burnt 
is  attested  both  by  a  fountain  and  a  statue,  in  the 
centre  of  the  square.  The  present  statue  is  indeed 
fnghtful  in  every  respect.  It  is  defective  in  form,  attd 
divested  of  the  costume  of  the  time :  two  faults,  which 
no  other  beauties  (had  it  possessed  any)  could  have 
compensated.  However,  this  square  contains  probably 
one  of  the  very  oldest  houses  in  Rouen — and  as  inte- 
resting as  it  is  ancient.  It  is  invisible  from  without : 
but  you  open  a  wooden  gate,  and  quickly  find  yourself 
(Wi^n  a  small  quadrangle,  having  three  of  its  sides 

» 

been  luaally  cc^ed  (with  the  omission  of  the  latter  accompaniment) 
as  that  of  Jbanne  d*Asc.  Bnt  it  is  time  to  close  this  account  of  her. 
Yet  I  hardly  know  a  more  interesting  collection  of  books  than  that 
which  may  be  acquired  respecting  the  fote  of  this  equally  brare  and 
unfortunate  heroine. 

VOL.  I.  O 
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covered  with  ba88a-4*dieyo  figures  in  plaister.  Hiat 
aide  which  feces  you  is  evidently  older  than  the  left : 
indeed  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assigning  it  to  the  Gud 
of  the  xvth  century.  The  clustered  ornaments  of 
human  figures  and  cattle,  with  which  the  whole  oi 
the  exterior  is  covered,  reminds  us  precisely  of  those 
numerous  little  wood-cut  figures,  chiefly  pastoral, 
which  we  see  in  the  borders  of  printed  missals  of  the 
same  period.  The  taste  which  prevails  in  them  is  half 
French  and  half  Flemish.  Not  so  is  the  character  of 
the  plaister  figures  which  cover  the  left  side  on  enter- 
ing. These,  my  friend,  are  no  less  than  the  represen- 
tation of  the  procession  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Francis  I. 
to  the  fiunous  Champ  ds  drap  d*Or  :  of  which  Mont- 
fimcon^  after  his  fashion,*  has  published  engravings. 

*  Mantfaucon,  after  hi$  fashion,']  Far  be  it  from  me  to  depreciate  Uie 
labours  of  Montfiaucon.  But  those  who  have  not  the  means  of  getting 
at  that  learned  antiquarian's  Monarchie  Eranfoise  may  possibly  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  precisely  the  same  representations^  of 
the  procession  above  alluded  to,  in  DucareV$  Anglo-Notman  jhUi- 
^rnHet,  Plate  XII.  TiU  the  year  1726  this  extraordinary  series  of 
ornament  was  supposed  to  represent  the  Council  of  TrerU-,  but  the 
Abb^  Noel>  happening  to  find  a  salamander  marked  upon  the  back 
of  one  of  the  figures^  supposed^  with  greater  truth,  that  it  was  a 
representation  of  the  abovementioned  procession  5  and  accordingly 
sent  MontfiBiucon  an  account  of  the  whole.  The  Abb^  might  have 
found  more  than  one,  two,  or  three  salamanders,  if  he  had  looked 
sharply  upon  this  extraordinary  exterior  -,  and  possibly,  in  his  time, 
the  sur&ces  of  the  more  delicate  parts,  especially  of  the  features, 
might  not  have  sustained  the  iiyuries  which  time  and  accident  now 
seem  to  have  inflicted  upon  them.  Mr.  Lewis,  in  the  opposite  beantifiil 
specimen  of  art,  both  drawn  and  engraved  by  himself,  has  bem 
scrupulously  exact  in  shewing  the  decayed  and  perfect  parts  just  as 
they  appeared  at  the  period  of  our  visit. 
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Having  carefully  examined  this  very  curious  relic^  of 
the  beginoing  of  the  sixteenth  century^  I  hare  no  hesi-^ 
talion  in  pronouncing  the  copy  of  Montfoucon  (or 
rather  of  the  artist  employed)  to  be  most  egregiously^ 
fiuthless.  I  visited  it  again  and  again  ;  considering  it* 
to  be  worth  all  the  ^^  huge  clocks**  in  Rouen  put  toge^ 
ther.  It  was  of  course  too  tempting  a  subjeot  to  be^ 
n^lected  by  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Lewis :  who  selected  the. 
following  small  portion — as  being  nearly  the  mosb 
perfect  which  remains. 
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The  hoofle  itself  is  now  a  lad/s  boarding-school,  aiict 
thie  mistress  (Mrs.  Harmar,  an  English  woman)  shewed 
Mr.  L«  all  manner  of  civility  and  attention  during 
the  execution  of  the  drawing.  Several  of  the  young 
and  sprightly  tenants  of  this  old-£Euihioned  place  came 
and  conversed  with  him,  while  his  pencil  was  in  his 
hand,  and  he  contrived  to  vary  the  occupation  of  that 
said  pencil,  by  making  one  or  two  pretty  little  sketches 
of  their  physiognomies.  Mrs.  Harmar  herself  had 
nearly  forgotten  her  legitimate  English — so  insensibly 
and  surely  do  foreign  sounds  and  language  operate  in 
giving  an  altered  character  to  our  own.  I  hardly  know 
how  to  take  you  fronpthis  interesting  spot — ^from  this 
exhibition  of  beautiful  old  art— especially  too  when  I 
consider  that  Francis  himself  once  occupied  the  man- 
sion, and  held  a  council  here,  with  both  English  and 
French :  that  his  bugles  once  sounded  from  beneath 
the  gate-way;  and  his  goblets  once  sparkled  upon 
the  chestnut  tables  of  the  great  hall.  I  do  hope 
and  trust  that  the  Royal  Academy  of  Rouen  will  not 
suffer  this  architectural  relic  to  perish,  without  leaving 
behind  a  substantial  and  a  faithful  representation 
of  it. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  ancient  edifices — *  and 

*  the  iubject  of  ancient  edifices,]  On  examining  the  note  at  page4]> 
it  will  be  seen  that  mention  is  made  of  certain  views  of  Rouen,  or  of 
portions  of  it,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Bibliotheque  du  Roi  at 
Paris.  In  the  same  collection  is  a  drawing  of  part  of  the  ancient 
building  in  the  Court  of  the  Abbey  St.  Amand,  in  one  of  the  streets 
of  Rouen  of  which  I  have  foigotten  the  name.  In  this  composi* 
tion  are  seen  the  arms  of  Mary  of  Anhault,  the  Abbess.  It  is 
cleverly  eMCuted>  and  is  well  worth  engraving.    Theie  is  also  n&fg 
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wiiileithe  gaHant  deeds  of  FrancUr  I.  may  be  ealled 
to  mmd  from  reading  the  last  paragraph  but  one —  let 
me  take  you  with  me  back  again  a  few  steps,  and 
crossing  the  Rue  de  la  Orosse  Horhge,  contrive  to 
lilace  yoa  in  the  centre  of  the  square  which  is  formed 
by  the  Palais  db  Justice.  The  inhabitants  con- 
sider this  building  as  the  principal  lion  (of  a  civil 
character)  in  their  city.  It  has  indeed  great  claims 
to  notice  and  admiration,  but  will  not  bear  the  severe 
scrntiny  of  a  critic  in  Gothic  art.  It  was  partly 
erected  by  the  fomous  Cardinal  d^Amboiss,  (of  whom 
I  expatiated  somewhat  in  my  fifth  letter)  cmd  partly 
by  Francis  I.;  and  the  Ptoliament  of  Normandy 
assembled  here  at  the  banning  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, as  it  was  built  upon  the  scite  of  the  old  parlia- 
ment house.  Tliis  building  precisely  marks  the  resto- 
ration of  Gothic  taste  in  France^  cmd  the  peculiar 
style  of  architecture  which  prevailed  in  the  reign 
of  Francis  L  To  say  the  truths  this  style^  however 
sparkling  and  imposing,  is  objectionable  in  mcmy 
respects:  for  it  is,  in  the  first  place,  neither  pure 
Gothic  nor  pure  Grecian — ^but  an  injudicious  mixture 
of  both.  Greek  arabesque  borders  are  running  up  the 
sides  of  a  portal,  terminating  in  a  Gothic  arch ;  and 
the  Gothic  ornaments  themselves  are  not  in  the  purest, 
or  the  most  pleasing,  taste.  Too  much  is  giv^i  to 
parts^  and  too  little  to  the  whole.  The  external  orna- 
ments are  frequently  heavy  from  their  size  and  elabo- 

an  interesting  view  of  the  entrance  into  the  same  abbey^  of  the  dale 
of  1708.  Not  a  vestige  of  the  original  now  remains.  A  little  print, 
by  SyWestre,  of  one  of  the  old  ca3tle8>  at  Rouen^  may  be  also  just 
worth  mentioning. 
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rate  execution ;  and  they  seem  to  be  stuck  Of»  to  the 
main  building  without  rhyme  or  reason.  Neverthelefis 
I  know  not  how  you  can  refusQ  assent  to  the  criticism 
that  this  is  a  ^^  vaste  batiment  d'un  gothique  extr^e- 
ment  d^licat^  et  tr^  liardi  dans  son  execution."* 
Surely  however  the  architect  would  have  improved,  as 
well  as  enriched,  his  building,  if  he  had  selected  portions 
from  a  purer  as  well  as  better  style  of  art,  observabk 
in  the  Cathedral  and  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen : — but 
men  will  be  always  inventing,  and  indulging  thdr 
fancies  equally  at  the  expense  of  their  judgment  and 
reputation. 

The  criminal  offences  are  tried  in  the  hall  to  the 
right,  and  the  prisoners  are  confined  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  building  to  the  left :  above  which  you  mount  by 
a  pretty  lofty  flight  of  stone  steps,  which  conducts  you 
to  a  singularly  curious  hall,^  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  English  feet  in  length — roofed  by  wooden 
ribs,  in  the  form  of  an  arch,  and  displaying  a  most 
curious  and  exact  specimen  of  carpenter's  work.  This 
is  justly  shewn  and  commented  upon  to  the  enquiring 
traveller.  Parts  of  the  building  are  devoted  to  the 
courts  of  assize,  and  to  tribunals  of  audience  of  almost 
every  description.    The  first  Presidents  of  the  Ptolia- 

*  lim^aire  de  Rouen,  1815,  8vo. 

t  In  Ducarers  time,  '*  the  ground  story  consisted  of  a  great  quad- 
rangle surrounded  with  bookseUers  shops.  On  one  side  of  it  a  stone 
staircase  led  to  a  laige  and  lofty  room,  which^  in  its  internal  as 
well  as  external  appearance,  resembled,  thou^  in  miniature,  West- 
minster hall.  Here  (continues  Ducarel)  I  saw  several  gentlemen  of 
the  long  robe,  in  their  gowns  and  bands,  walking  up  and  down  with 
briefs  in  their  hands^  and  making  a  great  show  of  business,**  JngUh 
Norman  Jntiquitiesj  p.  39. 
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ment  lived  totmaly  in  the  building  which  feces  you 
v^poa  entrance,  but  matters  have  now  taken  a  very 
different  turn.  Upon  the  whole,  this  Town  Hallj  or 
call  it  what  you  wiD,  is  rather  a  magnificent  erection ; 
and  certainly  very  much  superior  to  any  provincial 
building  of  the  kind  which  we  possess  in  England.  I 
should  tell  you  that  the  courts  for  commercial  or  civil 
causes  are  situated  near  the  quays,  at  the  south  part 
6f  the  town:  and  Monsieur  Riaux,  who  conducted 
me  thither,  (and  who  possesses  the  choicest  library* 
of  antiquarian  books,  of  all  descriptions,  relating  to 
Rouen,  wtnch  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  see)  carried 
me  to  the  Hall  of  Commerce,  which,  among  other 
apartments,  contains  a  large  chamber  (contiguous  to 
the  Court  of  Justice)  covered  with  fleurs  de  lys 
upon  a  light  blue  ground.  It  is  now  however  much 
in  need  of  reparation:  fresh  lilies  and  a  new  ground 
are  absolutely  necessary — to  harmonise  with  a  large 
oil-painting  at  one  end  of  it,^  in  which  is  represented 

*  the  chmee$t  hbrary,']  Monsiear  Riaux^  Avchiviste  de  la  Chambre 
de  Commerce.  This  amiable  man  and  intelligent  Bibliomaniac  pro- 
mised to  send  me  a  list  of  his  rarer  and  more  valuable  volmnes> 
before  I  left  Rouen.  He  unites  a  love  of  literary  with  architectural  an- 
tiquities.   The  collection  of  M.  Le  Prevost  is  however  as  copious. 

f  At  another  end  of  this  chamber  of  the  Hall  of  Commerce  is  a 
liSghly  coloured  picture^  of  colossal  dimensions,  representing  the  Genitu 
of  Commerce,  It  was  bespoke  by  the  Corporation  of  M.  Le  Monnies^ 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Painting,  and  is  fiill  of  allegorical  reprer 
sentatiops,  comprehending  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  '^  Imposant*' 
as  this  picture  may  be  considered,  and  introduced  to  your  attention 
by  several  printed  pages  of  description,  I  could  not  but  consider  it  very 
duU,  very  faulty,  and  very  uninteresting. 
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the  reception  of  Louis  XVI*  at  Rouen  by  the  Mayor 
and  Deputies  of  the  town,  in  1786.  All  the  fig^ures 
are  of  the  size  of  life,  well  painted  after  the  (nriginak, 
cmd  appeiu*  to  be  strong  resemblances.  On  enquiring 
how  many  of  them  were  now  living,  I  was  told  thai 
—  ALL  WERE  DEAD !  The  fote  of  the  principal  figure 
is  but  too  well  known.  They  should  have  this  inte- 
resting subject — ^interesting  undoubtedly  to  the  ioiiar 
bitants-— executed  by  one  of  their  best  engravers.  It 
represents  the  unfortunate  Louis  quite  in  the  prime  of 
life;  and  is  the  best  whole  length  portrait  of  him 
which  I  have  yet  seen  in  painting  or  engraving; 
What  an  ornament  for  a  provincial,  or  what  we  should 
call  a  county,  publication  ?  But  let  us  hope  that  the 
city  of  Rouen  will  yet  have  its  Whittaksr  to  describe 
its  curiosities,  and  record  its  antiquities.  I  wish  it  no 
better  historian. 

It  is  right  however  that  you  should  know,  that,  in 
the  Tribunal  for  the  determination  of  commercial 
causes,  there  sits  a  very  respectable  Bench  of  Judges : 
among  whom  I  recognised  one  that  had  perfectly  the 
figure,  air,  and  countenance,  of  an  Englishman.  I 
will  also  add  (in  sober  truth)  that  he  was  the  best 
looking  of  the  whole.  On  enquiry  of  my  guide,  I 
found  my  supposition  verified.  He  was  an  English- 
man ;  but  peradventure  was  indebted  to  a  thirty  years 
residence  in  the  climate  of  Rouen  for  his  handsome 
countenance  and  gentlemanly  appearance !  The  ju- 
dicial costume  is  appropriate  in  every  respect;  but 
I  could  not  help  smiling  upon  meeting,  the  other 
morning,  betimes,  with  my  friend  the  judge^  standing 
before  the  door  of  his  house,  in  the  open  street — ^with 
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a  hairy  cap  on — ^leisurely  smoking  his  pipe.  Would 
Mr.  Justice  L  of  old,  or  Mr.  Justice  — — 

that  now  is,  recreate  himself  in  the  like  manner  ?  I  trow 
not.  I  hope  you  do  not  fail  to  remember  that  this  is 
my  Sixth  Lbttbr — *^  from  the  vine-covered  hills  and 
gay  regicois  of  France  T 
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LETTER  VII. 

I 
THB  QUAYS.       BRIDGE  OF  BOATS.      RUB  DU   BAC.      RUB 
DE      ROBBC.        BAUX      DE       ROBBC     BT     D*AUBBTTB. 

MONT    STB.    CATHARINE.       HOSPICES GiN^RALB    ET 

D^HUMANITli. 

Still  tarrying  within  this  old  fashioned  place!  1 
have  indeed  yet  much  to  impart  before  I  quit  it,  and 
which  I  have  no  scruple  in  avowing  will  be  well  de- 
serving of  your  attention.  Do  not  expect  me  however 
to  be  for  ever  lingering  within  mouldy  walls  and  per- 
ishing towers — and  that  the  living  are  to  be  systematic 
cally  neglected  for  the  dead — tho*  assuredly  you  had 
"  life  enough"  towards  the  latter  part  of  my  last  did* 
patch.  Our  day  of  departure  is  at  length  fixed,  and 
probably  ^his  may  be  my  last  epistle  but  one  from 
hence. 

Just  letting  you  know,  in  few  words,  that  I  have 
losited  the  fieunous  chemical  laboratory  of  M.  Vitalis^ 
(Rue  Beauvoisine)  and  the  yet  more  wonderful  spec- 
tacle exhibited  in  M.  Lemere's  machine  for  sawing 
wood  of  all  descriptions,  into  small  or  large  planks,  by 
means  of  water  works — ^I  must  take  you  along  thb 
QUAYS  for  a  few  minutes.  These  quays  are  flanked  by 
an  architectural  front,  which,  were  it  finished  agreeably 
to  the  original  plan,  would  present  us  with  one  of 
the  noblest  structures  in  Europe.  To  the  bcfst  of  my 
recollection  this  stone  front  was  begun  in  the  reign  of 
Louis  XV.  but  many  and  prosperous  must  be  the  years 
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of  art^  of  commerce,  and  of  peace,  before  money  snflBi* 
dent  can  be  raised  for  the  successful  completion  of  the 
pile.  The  quays  are  long,  broad,  and  full  of  bustle  of 
every  description ;  while  in  some  of  the  contiguous 
squares,  ponderous  bales  of  goods,  shawls,  cloth,  and 
linen,  are  spread  open  to  catch  the  observing  eye.  In 
the  midst  of  this  varied  and  animated  scene,  tvalks  a 
WELL-KNOWN  CHARACTER,  in  his  large  cocked  hat,  and 
with  his  tin  machine  upon  his  back,  filled  with  lemon- 
ade or  coffee,  surmounted  by  a  bell — ^which  "  ever  and 
anon**  is  sounded  for  the  sake  of  attracting  customers. 
Mr.  Lewis  has  copied  the  entire  scene  to  the  life. 
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.   As  you  pass  along  this  animated  scene^  by  the  side 
o{  the  rapid  Seine,  and  its  Bridob  of  Boats*,  yon 

"  *  The  communication  with  the  eountry  l]ring  south  of  Roueo^  is 
canted  on  by  melBuis  of  a  timber  bridge,  two  hundred  paces  in  Vcangihf  • 
thrown  over  the  River  Seine  from  the  middle  of  the  quay  to  the  Fau^ 
boui^  St.  Sever^  and  of  which  the  inhabitants  talk  with  infinite  rap- 
tures. This  structure,  begun  in  the  year  IG^6,  is  framed  upon  nineteen 
barges  which  rise  and  fall  with  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide.  It  is  so 
contrived  that  when  there  is  occasion  for  vessels  to  pass  through^  one 
jfaxt  of  it,  by  the  help  of  puUies,  turns  upon  iron  rollers  over  the  odisr 
part,  without  the  least  ii\iury  to  either.  It  hath  also,  as  I  viras  infbnn- 
ed,  this  fieuther  covenience,  that  it  can  be  taken  to  pieces  in  a  few 
hours,  when  any  danger  is  apprehended  from  the  winter  floods  biing* 
ing  down  large  flakes  of  ice.  The  expense  of  keeping  thh  Jloating 
bridge  in  repair  is  very  considerable,  as  the  barges  on  which  it  is  con- 
structed, as  web  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  are  subject  to  ficquent  decay  i 
inasmudi  that  it  is  said  to  amount,  communibus  annis,  to  ten  thousand 
livres  French,  or  upwards  of  four  hundred  pounds  sterling.  Just  be« 
low  it  are  the  ruins  of  the  once  magnificent  stone  bridge,  which  con- 
sisted of  thirteen  arches,  and  was  built  by  the  Empress  Maud,  daughter 
of  Henry  I.  King  of  England.  This  old  bridge  seems  to  have  been 
much  better  situated  than  the  present,  having  been  placed  so  as  to 
range  in  a  line  with  the  principal  street,  which  is  to  this  day  called 
Rue  Grand  Pont;  but  after  having  stood  firm  between  three  or  four 
hundred  years^  it  began  to  feel  a  very  sensible  decay,  and  on  the  22d  of 
August  1502,  three  arches  fell  down,  which  in  1533  were  followed  by 
two  others.  These  defects  were  supplied  by  a  super-structure  of  tim- 
ber; but  a  few  years  after,  some  of  the  other  arches  b^inning  to  c^pen, 
the  carriage  and  foot  ways  became  sq  dangerous,  that  they  were  to- 
tally abandoned,  and  the  passage  over  the  river  was  from  that  time 
effected  by  means  of  ferry  boats.  Several  attempts  were  after  this 
made  to  repair  the  old  bridge,  but  the  ignorance  of  the  French  archi- 
tects was  so  great,  that  they  unanimously  declared  it  impossible  to  re- 
build a  stone  bridge  in  that  place,  on  account  of  the  dep^  of  the 
water,  and  the  r^idity  of  the  river.  Whereupon  the  present  floating 
bridge  was  constructed  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned.'*  Ducabkl, 
p.  35-6. 
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cannot  help  glancing  now  and  then  down  the  narrow 
old-£e»hioned  streets,  which  run  at  right  angles  with 
the  quays — ^with  the  innumerable  small  tile-fashioned 
pieces  of  wood,  like  scales,  upon  the  roofs — ^which 
seem  as  if  they  would  be  demolished  by  every  blast. 
The  narrowness  and  gloom  of  these  streets,  together 
with  the  bold  and  overwhelming  projections  of  the  upper 
stories  and  roofs,  afford  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
animated  scene  upon  the  quays : — ^where  the  sun  shines 
with  foil  freedom,  as  it  were,  and  where  the  glitter- 
ing streamers,  at  innumerable  mast-heads,  denote  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  town*  If  the  day  happen 
to  be  fine,  you  may  devote  half  a  morning  in  con- 
templating, and  mingling  with,  so  interesting  a  scene. 
Judge  yourself  of  one  of  these  cramped  streets,  and 
overshadowing  roofs,  by  the  following  spirited  drawing 

To  ihifl  may  be  subjoined,  that  Buonaparte  commenced  the  building 
of  a  new  stone  bridge ;  of  which  only  the  abutments  on  each  side 
of  the  riyer^  and  one  or  two  of  the  piers  for  arches  in  the  middle, 
were  executed.  I  should  apprehend  that  the  present  bridge  of  boats 
(which  is  always  one  of  the  ugliest  and  most  unpicturesque  convey- 
ances imaginable)  would  hardly  last  two  dozen  of  years.  The  central 
part  for  the  carriages  is  terribly  worn  3  and  as  I  was  walking  upon  it, 
during  the  passage  of  the  Caen  diUgence,  I  thought  the  whole  structure 
would  have  sunk  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  A  view  of  the  river,  the 
shipping,  and  the  town,  from  a  fine  lofty  stone  bridge,  would  be  en- 
chanting. I  saw  however,  at  Paris,  in  a  collection  of  prints  relating  to 
Normandy  (mentioned  at  page  41  ante)  three  pretty  etchings,  by 
IsRABL  SiLvssTRB  of  the  ruius  of  the  old  stone  bridge.  SHvestre 
flourished  in  1650-60.  Evelyn  thus  notices  these  ruins  in  1644.  "  There 
stand  yet  the  ruiiles  [says  he]  of  a  magnificent  bridge  of  stone,  now 
8upply*d  by  oneof  boates  only,  to  which  come  up  vessels  of  consider- 
able burden.*'    Eoehfti'i  Memoirs',  vol.  i.  p.  50.    Edit.  1818. 
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of  the  Rub  du  Bac — ^leading  to  the  south  transept  of 
the  Cathedral — ^which  has  ah-eady  cut  so  gay  a  figure 
in  these  despatches.* 

We  have  had  fi*equent  thunder-storms  of  late;  and 
the  other  Sunday  evening,  happening  to  be  sauntering  at 
a  considerable  height  above  the  north-west  BoulevardSi 
towards  the  Faubourg  Caucfu)is€,  I  gained  a  summit^ 
upon  the  edge  of  a  gravel  pit^  whence  I  looked  down  ^ 
unexpectedly  and  precipitously  upon  the  town  bdow^^jflK 
A  magnificent  and  immense  doud  was  rolling  over  tiie 
whole  city.  The  Seine  was  however  visible  on  the 
other  side  of  it,  shining  like  a  broad  silver  chord ;  while 
the  barren,  ascending  plains,  through  which  the  road 
to  Caen  passes,  were  gradually  becoming  dusk  with  the 
overshadowing  cloud,  and  drenched  with  rain  which 
seemed  to  be  rushing  doUrn  in  one  immense  torrent. 
The  top  of  the  Cathedral  and  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Ouen 
were  almost  veiled  in  darkness,  by  the  passing  storm ;  but 
the  lower  part  of  the  tower,  and  the  whole  of  the  nave 
of  each  building,  were  in  one  stream  of  golden  light — 
from  the  last  powerful  rays  of  the  setting  sun.  In  ten 
minutes  this  magically-varied  scene  settled  into  the 
sober,  uniform  tint  of  evening ;  but  I  can  never  forget 
the  rich  bed  of  purple  and  pink,  fringed  with  bu 
ed  gold,  in  which  the  sun  of  that  evening  set.  I 
scended — absorbed  in  the  recollection  of  the  lo 
objects  which  I  had  just  contemplated — and  regaled 
the  sounds  of  a  thousand  little  gurgling  streai 

*  See  the  oppositb  coppee^^platb.      PeiiiapB  tliis  is  one 
closest  and  most  faithful  of  <!opies;  and  gives  you  &  decided  ii 
the  generality  of  those  old^  narrbw  streets^  so  particularly  meni 
in  the  texLt. 
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created  by  the  passing  tempest,  and  hastening  to  pre^ 
cipitate  themselves  into  the  Seine. 

Of  the  different  trades,  especially  retail,  which  are 
carried  on  in  Rouen  with  the  greatest  success,  those 
connected  with  the  cotton  manufactories  cannot  fiedl  to 
claim  your  attention ;  and  I  fiwcied  I  saw,  in  some  of 
the  shop-windows,  shawls  and  gowns  which  mig^t  pre- 
supieto  vie  with  our  Manchester  and  Norwich  produc- 
tions. Nevertheless,  I  learnt  that  the  French  were 
extremely  partial  to  British  manu&ctures:  and  cotton 
stockings,  colored  muslins,  and  what  are  called 
ginghams,  are  covetted  by  them  with  the  same 
fondness  as  we  priz^  their  cambric  and  lace. 
Their  best  articles  in  watches,  clocks^  silver  orna- 
ments^ and  trinkets,  are  obtained  from  Paris.  But  in 
respect  to  upholstery,  I  must  do  the  Rouennois  the 
justice  to  say^  that  I  never  saw  any  thing  to  compare 
with  their  escrutoires  and  other  articles  of  furniture 
made  of  the  walnut  tree.  These  upright  escrutoires, 
or  writing  desks,  are  in  almost  every  bed-room  of  the 
more  respectable  hotels :  but  of  course  their  polish  is 
gone  whjsn  they  become  stationary  furniture  in  an 
inn — ^for  the  art  of  rubbing,  or  what  is  called  elbow- 
grease  with  us,  is  almost  unknown  on  either  side  of 
the  Seine.  You  would  be  charmed  to  have  a  fine  spe- 
cimen of  a  side  board,  or  an  escrutoire,  (the  latter 
five  or  six  feet  high)  made  by  one  of  their  best  cabinet- 
makers from  choice  walnut  wood.  The  polish  and 
tone  of  colour  are  equally  gratifying ;  and  resemble 
somewhat  that  of  rose  wood,  but  of  a  gayer  aspect. 
Hie  or^mohi  ornaments  are  tastefully  put  on ;  but  the 
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general  sh^pe,  or  eontonr^  of  the  several  pieces  of  fur- 
niture, struck  me  as  being  in  bad  taste. 

He  who  wishes  to  be  astonished  by  the  singularity 
of  a  scene,  connected  with  trade,  should  walk  leisurely 
down  the  Rue  db  Robbc.  It  is  surely  the  oddest,  and, 
as  some  may  think,  the  most  repulsive  scene  imaginable: 
but  who  that  has  a  rational  curiosity  could  resist  such 
a  walk  ?  Here  Uve  the  dyers  of  clothes — and  in  the 
middle  of  the  street  rushes  the  precipitous  stream, 
called  LEau  de  /JoJec*-^-receiving  colours  of  all  hues. 
To  day  it  is  nearly  jet  black  :  to-morrow  it  is  bright 
scarlet :  a  third  day  it  is  blue,  and  a  fourth  day  it  is 
yeUow !  Meanwhile  it  is  partially  concealed  by  little 
bridges,,  communicating  with  the  manufactories,  or 
with  that  side  of  the  street  where  the  work-people 
Uve:  and  the  whole  has  a  dismal  and  disagreeable  as* 
pect — especially  in  dirty  weather :  but  if  you  go  to  one 
end  of  it  (I  think  to  the  north — as  it  runs  north  and 
south)  and  look  down  upon  the  descending  street, 
with  the  overhanging  upper  stories  and  roofe — ^the 
foreshortened,  numerous  bridges — the  differently-co- 
lored dyed  clothes,  suspended  from  the  windows,  or 
frt>m  poles — the  constant  motion  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  running  across  the  bridges — ^with  the  rapid, 
camelion  stream  beneath — you  cannot  fail  to  acknow- 
ledge that  this  is  one  of  the  most  singular,  gro- 

*  BourgueviUe  describes  this  river,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  as  being 
''  aucone  fois  iaulne,  aatrefcns  rouge,  verte,  bleu6,  vioMe  &  antres 
couleurs,  sdon  quVn 'grand  nombre  de  teinturiers  qui  sont  dessus,  la 
diuersifient  par  interuallesen  fietisant  leurs  maneures." 

Jntufuitex  de  Caen,  p.  36. 
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tesque,  and  unoommon  sights  in  the  wonder-working 
dty  of  Ronen.  With  all  the  betraj/ing  simplicity  of 
a  stranger^  I  stopped  opposite  a  house  in  which  I 
saw  a  basso-relievo  ornament  of  a  knight/ praying  be 
neath  a  tree,  while  his  horse  was  grazing  beside  him. 
This  piaster  ornament  had  the  date  of  somewhere  be- 
tween 1580  andldQO — ^but  just  now  I  foi^  the  precise 
year.  Possibly  this  might  have  been  a  representation 
of  St.  Hubert;  or  possibly  the  house  might  have  been 
the  residaice  of  some  distinguished  character  during  the 
League, — but  how  comfortable  are  ^^  posi^bilities**  in  the 
solution  of  difficulties,  or  the  appropriation  of  persons 
and  things?  I  ought  to  tell  you  that  our  old  friend 
die  first  feunous  Cardinal  d^Amboise  caused  the 
Eau  de  Robec  to  be  directed  through  the  streets  of 
Rouen,  from  its  original  channel  or  source  in  a  little 
valley  near  St.  Martin  du  Vivien.  Formerly  there 
was  a  much  more  numerous  clan  of  these  '^  teintu- 
riers''  in  the  Rue  de  Robec — but  they  have  of  late 
sought  more  capacious  premises  in  the  fauxbourgs  de 
St.  Hilaire  and  de  Martainville.  Hie  neighbouring  sis- 
ter-stream, tEau  d^Aubette,  is  destined  to  the  same  pur- 
poses as  that  of  which  I  have  been  just  discoursing ; 
but  I  do  not  at  this  moment  recollect  whether  it  be  also 
dignified,  in  its  course,  by  turning  a  few  com  mills,  ere 
it  empties  itself  into  the  Seine.  Indeed  the  thundering 
noise  of  one  of  these  mills,  turned  by  the  Robec  river, 
near  the  church  of  St.  Maclou,  wiU  not  be  easily  for- 
gotten by  me.  Thus  you  see  of  what  various,  strange, 
and  striking  objects  the  city  of  Rouen  is  composed. 
Bustle,  noise,  life  and  activity,  in  the  midst  of  an  at- 
mosphere unsullied  by  the  fumes  of  sea  coal :  hilarity 
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and  apparent  cont^itment:  the  spruce  bourgeoise  and 
the  slattern  fiUe  de  chambre : — ^attired  in  vestments  of 
deep  crimson  and  dark  blue — every  thing  flits  be- 
fore you  as  if  touched  by  magic,  and  as  if  sorrow  and 
misfortune  were  unknown  to  the  inhabitants. 

^^  Paull6  majora  canamus.**  In  other  words,  let  us 
leave  the  town  for  the  country.  Let  us  hurry  through 
a  few  more  bizarre  all^,  courts,  and  streets — and  as 
the  morning  iis  yet  beautiful,  let  us  hasten  onwards  to 
enjoy  the  fiimous  Pemorama  of  Rouen  and  its  en^drons 
from  the  Mont  Ste.  Catharine  . . .  Indeed,  myfriend, 
I  sincerely  wish  that  you  could  have  accompanied  us 
to  the  summit  ci  this  enchanting  eminence :  but  as 
you  are  &r  away,  you  must  be  content  with  a  brief  de- 
scription of  our  little  expedition  thithen*  The  Mont 
St.  Catharine,  which  is  entirely  chalk,  is  considered 
the  highest  of  the  hills  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Rouen ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  is  considered  the  point  of 
elevation  from  which  the  city  is  to  be  viewed  to  the 

*  expedition  thither.']'^Whea  John  Eyelyn  visited  this  neighbour- 
hood^ in  1644,  "  the  country  so  abounded  with  wolves,  that  a  shep- 
herd, whom  he  met,  told  him  that  one  of  his  companions  was  stran- 
gled by  one  of  them  the  day  before — and  that,  in  the  midst  of  the 
flock !  The  fields  (continues  he)  are  mostly  planted  with  pears  and 
apples  and  other  cider  fruits.  It  is  plentifully  furnished  with  quarries 
of  stone  and  slate,  and  hath  iron  in  abundance."  Memoirs  of  the  Life 
and  fFritings  of  John  Evelyn,  vol.  i.  p.  50.  Edit.  1S18.  My  friend 
Mr.  J.  H.  Markland  (a  tried  good  Roxburgher)  visited  Mont  St.  Catha- 
rine the  year  after  the  visit  above  described.  He  was  of  course  en- 
chanted with  the  view  -,  and  told  me,  that  a  friend  whom  he  met  there, 
and  who  had  travelled  pretty  much  in  Italy,  assured  him  there  was 
nothing  like  it  on  the  banks  of  either  the  Amo  or  the  Po,  In  short,  it 
is  quite  peculiar  to  itself— and  cannot  be  surpassed. 
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greatest  possible  advantage.  It  lies  to  the  left  of  the 
Sdne,  in  your  way  from  the  towii ;  and  the  ascent  begins 
considerably  beyond  the  biuriers.  Indeed  it  is  on  the 
route  to  Paris.  We  took  an  excelleat^cre  to  carry  us 
to  the  beginning  of  the  ascent,  that  our  1^  might  be 
in  proper  order  for  scrambling  up  the  acclivities  imme-< 
diately  above ;  and  leaving  tl^  main  road  to  the  light, 
we  soon  comm^iced  our  ambulatory  operations  in 
good  earnest.  But  there  was  not  much  labour  or 
much  difficulty :  so,  halting,  or  standing,  or  sitting,  on 
each  little  eminence^  our  admiration  seemed  to  en- 
crease — ^tiU^  gaining  the  highest  point,  looking  towards 
the  west^  we  found  oursdves  immediately  above  the 
town  and  the  whole  of  its  environs .... 

"  Heavens,  what  a  goodly  prospect  spreads  around  T 

said  I  to  myself— bethinking  me  of  the  well-known 
verse  in  Thomson's  description  of  the  view  from  Rich- 
mond Hill.  The  prospect  was  indeed  **  goodly — ^"  bemg 
varied^  extensive^  fertile^  and  luxuriant ...  in  spite  of  a 
comparatively  backward  spring.  The  city  was  the 
main  object,  not  cmly  of  attraction^  but  of  astonish- 
ment. Although  the  point  from  which  we  viewed  it 
is  considered  to  be  exactly  on  a  level  with  the  summit 
of  the  spire  of  the  Cathedral,  yet  we  seemed  to  be 
hanging,  as  it  were,  in  the  air,  immediately  over  the 
streets  themselves.  We  saw  each  church,  each  public 
edifice,  and  almost  each  street ;  nay,  we  began  to  think 
we  could  discover  almost  every  individual  stirring 
in  them.  The  soldiers,  exercising  on  the  parade  in  the 
Qiamp  de  Mars,  seemed  to  be  scarcely  two  stones 
throw  from  us ;  while  the  sounds  of  their  music  reached 
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us  in  the  most  distinct  and  gratifying  manner.  No 
**  Diable  boiteux**  could  ever  have  transported  a  ^^  Don 
Cleophas  L^andro  Perez  Zambullo*'  to  a  more  favour- 
able situation  for  a  knowledge  of  what  was  passing  in  a 
dty ;  and  if  the  houses  had  been  unroofied,  we  could  have 
almost  discerned  whether  the  escrutoires  were  made  of 
mahogany  or  of  walnut-wood !  This  wonder-working 
effect  proceeds  from  the  extraordinary  clearness  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  absence  of  sea-coal  fume.  The  sky 
was  perfectly  blue — the  generality  of  the  roofe  were 
also  composed  of  blue  slate :  this,  added  to  the  incipient 
verdure  of  the  boulevards,  and  the  darker  hues  of  the 
trunks  of  the  trees,  upon  the  surrounding  hills — ^the 
lengthening  forests  to  the  left,  and  the  numerous  white 
"  maisons  de  plaisance*"*  to  the  right — while  the  Seine, 
with  its  hundred  vessels,  immediately  below,  to  the 
left,  and  in  face  of  you — ^with  its  cultivated  little 
islands — and  the  sweeping  meadows  or  race-ground-J- 
on  the  other  side — all,  or  indeed  any,  of  these  objects 
could  not  fail  to  excite  our  warmest  admiration,  and 
to  make  us  instinctively  exclaim  ^^  that  such  a  pa- 
norama was  perfectly  unrivalled  T    Mr.  Lewis  took 


*  Itisthus  prettily  observed  in  the  little  Ituukavre  de  Rouen-^"  Ces 
agr^bles  maisons  de  plaisance  appartiennent  ^  des  habitants  de  Roue  n 
qui  y  viennent  en  femnille,  dans  la  belle  saison^  se  d^lasser  des  embarras 
dela  viUe  et  des  fiatigues  du  commerce.**  ^.  153. 

t  race-ground^ — ^When  the  English  cavalry  were  quartered  here  in 
1814-5^  the  o£Bcer8  were  in  the  frequent  habit  of  racing  with  each 
other.  These  races  weregaily  attended  by  the  inhabitants }  and  I  beards 
from  more  than  one  mouth,  the  warmest  commendations  bestowed  upon 
thefleetness  of  the  coursers  and  the  skill  of  the  riders 
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out  his  drawing-book  and  pencil — and  rather  attempt- 
ed/than  executed,  a  sketch  of  this  enchanting  view. 

More  immediately  opposite,  withm  a  fine  wood  upon 
a  bold  hill,  stood  the  house  of  the  Mayor  of  Rouen  for 
the  time  being.  I  think  they  call  this  place  Canteleu. 
It  is  very  picturesque :  but,  as  my  hour  of  departure 
from  hence  draws  near,  and  as  you  cannot  possibly 
have  more  than  another  Rouen  dispatch,  (which  must 
and  shall  be  devoted  to  j^oofl^ — with  the  delightful 
et  ceteras  dependent  thereupon)  I  shall  only  express  my 
r^ret  that  I  cannot  visit  other  equaUy  well  known  spots 
in  the  environs  of  Rouen  • . .  that  I  cannot ,  wander  in 
the  lonely  valley  of  Mofit-atur-Malades* — ^fit  place  for 
conventual  or  monastic  dwelling — and  ascend  its  nu- 
merous adjacent  eminences,  which,  although  they 
should  seem  to  shut  out  the  world,  enable  you  to  see 
the  world  from  thence ! . . .  that  I  must  turn  my  back 
perhaps  for  ever  upon  Bapaume,  Croisset,  and  D^ville, 
and  (yet  more  cruel  fate !)  upon  the  sweet  and  smiling 
plains  of  Bois-guilUmme.  But  I  will  not  repine.  I 
have  seen  much  and  enjoyed  much.  I  have  paced  the 
naves  of  the  Cathedral  and  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Ouen ;  and 

*  Mont-aux-Maladei], — **  Les  campagnes  enTironnantes  du  Mont- 
aux-Mauldss  oflrent  des  cdteaux  charmants  qui  invitent  k  s*y  reposer. 
Leurs  richesses^  leur  vari^t^^  le  silence  de  ces  lieux  solitaires,  qui  n'est 
trouble  que  par  les  chants  de  PhilomMe  et  des  heureux  habitants  des 
airs^  tout  invite  k  s'y  arr^ter  et  k  se  livrer  k  la  plus  douce  m^lancholie 
.sur  ces  pelouses  ^mailldes  de  fleurs."  Itineraire  de  Rouen,  p.  152. 
Such  a  passage — ^though  from  a  waistcoat-pocket  Itinerary — is  notun- 
desenring  of  quotation.  Mont-aux-Malades  (its  name  derived,  I  ap- 
prdiend,  from  the  place  being  the  resort  of  valetudinarians)  lies  above 
the  Fauxbouigs  Cauchoise  and  Bouvreuil ;  about  a  French  league  from 
thedty. 
VOL.  I.  H 
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have  stood  as  it  were  upon  their  pinnacles,  while  gazing 
at  them  from  tlie  height  of  Mont  St£.  Catharine  ! 

M.  P^riaux,  a  very  sensible  man^  and  Member  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Ronen,  as  wdl  as  a  printer  of 
equal  business  and  reputation,  wrote  out  for  me  a  list 
of  all  the  desirable  places  to  be  visited  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  city :  but  to  "  write  out,"  and  to  carry  what  is 
Tmtten  into  execution,  are  very  different  matters.  I 
admitted  to  my  Instructor  tiiat  Mont-aux^Malades 
and  Bihorel  must  remain  ufwisittd  by  nw .  • .  He 
answered,  ^^  done  vous  n*auriez  rien  vA.**  But  this 
is  surely  a  mere  Academic  flourish.  We  descended 
Mont  Ste.  Catharine*  on  the  side  fiunng  the  Hospice 
G^n&al:  a  building  of  a  very  handsome  form,  and 
considerable  dimensions.  It  is  a  noble  establidmiettt 
for  foundlings,  and  the  aged  and  infirm  of  both  s^^es. 
I  was  told  that  not  fewer  than  twenty-five  hundred 
human  beings  were  sheltered  in  this  asylum ;  a  number, 
which  equally  astonished  and  delighted  me.  The  de- 
scent, on  this  side  the  hill,  is  exceedingly  pleaang; 
being  composed  of  serpentine  little  walks,  through 
occasional  alleys  of  trees  [and  shrubs,  to  the  very 
base  of  the  hill,  not  many  hundred  yards  from  the 

*  This  mount  takes  its  name  from  an  abbey  fbnnerly  built  there  and 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity )  of  which  abbey  Simeon,  a  religious 
character  from  Mount  Sinai,  was  the  founder.  He,  and  his  holy  at- 
tendant (of  the  name  of  Gossblin)  carried  thither  the  relics  of  St.  Ca- 
therine, and  hence  the  place  is  called  Mont  Ste.  Catharine.  Pommeraye 
has  devoted  ninety  folio  pages  to  the  HisUnre  de  VAbbaye  de  la  Ste.  7Vi- 
niU;  dite  du  Mont  de  Sainte  Catharine;  and  is  careful  to  teU  us  ''  how 
Simeon  got  into  possession  of  the  relics  of  the  Saint.*' 

HUtoire  de  VAbbaye  Roy  ale  de  St  Ouen,  166S,  folio. 
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bo^tat.  Tlie  architecture  of  this  extensive  building  is 
more  mixed  than  that  of  its  neighbour  the  Hospice 
dHumamtiy  on  account  of  the  difier^sit  times  in  which 
portions  of  it  were  added :  but,  upon  the  whole,  you 
are  tather  struck  with  its  approach  to  what  may  be 
called  magnificence  of  style.  I  was  indeed  pleased  with 
the  good  order  and  even  good  breeeding  of  its  motley 
inhabitants.  Some  were  strolling  quietly,  with  thdr 
arms  behind  them,  between  rows  of  trees : — others 
were  tranquilly  sitting  upon  benches :  a  third  group 
would  be  in  motion  within  the  squares  of  the  building : 
a  fourth  appeared  in  deep  consultation  whether  the 
pt^age  of  to-day  were  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding day? — "  Que  cherchez  vous.  Monsieur  ?**  said  a 
fine  looking  old  man,  touching,  and  half  taking  ofi^, 
his  cocked  hat  f  ^'  I  wish  to  see  tiie  Abb6  Tur- 
qmer,** — ^rq<med  I.  "  Ah,  il  vient  de  sortir — ^par  ici. 
Monsieur.''  "  Thank  you."  "  Monsieur  je  vous  sou- 
haite  le  bon  jour — an  plaisir  de  vous  revoir  T  And 
thus  I  paced  through  the  squares  of  this  vast  building. 
Tlie  ^^  Portier"  had  a  countenance  which  our  Wilkie 
would  have  seized  with  avidity,  and  copied  with  inimi- 
table spirit  and  fidelity. 

The  Jardin  des  Plantes  is  in  the  iminediate  vicinity 
of  this  Hospital.  It  was  established  during  the  reign 
of  Louis  XV.,  and  my  amiable  acquaintance,  the  fore- 
mentioned  Abb^,  is  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 
the  Botanic  institution  which  is  attached  to  it.  This 
garden,  next  to  that  at  Paris,  is  considered  the  most 
curious  in  France.    I  rambled  through  it — regaled  by 
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the  odours  of  the  violet  and  jonquiUe,  and  stfll  more 
rejoiced  at  the  sight  of  the  blossoms  of  the  apple  and 
almond  trees.  Spring  is  come  at  last . . .  But  where 
are  the  Books,  and  MSS.  and  Printing  Presses  of 
which  I  heretofore  spake  ?     A  little  patience,  and  then. 
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EARLY    TYPOGRAPHY   AT   ROUEN.       MODERN    PRINTERS. 
CHAP  BOOKS.      BOOKSELLERS.      BOOK  COLLECTORS. 

"  Yes — and  then'' ...  for  all  the  gossip  and  chit- 
chat connected  with  paper y  ink,  hooks,  printing-offices, 
and  curiosities  of  every  graphic  description.  Perhaps 
the  most  regular  method  would  be  to  speak  of  a  few 
of  the  principal  presses,  before  we  take  the  productions 
of  these  presses  into  consideration.  And  firsts  as  to 
the  antiquity  of  printing  in  Rouen.*  The  art  of  print- 
ing is  supposed  to  have  been  introduced  here^  by  a 
citizen  of  the  name  of  Maufer^  between  the  years 
1470  and  1480.  Some  of  the  specimens  of  Rouen 
Missak  and  Breuiaries,  especially  of  those  by  Morin^ 
who  was  the  second  printer  in  this  city^are  very 
qilestdid;  His  device^  which  i4  not  .common^  but  ra^ 
idler  striking^  is  here  enekx^  for  your  gratifica-t 
tion.  > 

*  anttquUy  ofprmtmg  in  ilotien.]— /The  reiser  may  possibly  iH>t  db- 
ject  to  consult  two  or  three  pages  of  the  ^hUographical  Decameron, 
beginning:  at  page  lS7j  vied.  ii.  respecting  a  few  early  Rouen  printers; 
The  name  of  Maufke^  however,  appears  in  a  fine  laige  fblio  volume; 
entitled  Qaietanus  de  Ttenis  Vincentim  in  Quatt.  AristoL  Metheor,  Li- 
brot,  of  the  date  of  1476 — in  the  possession  of  Earl  Spencer.  IVom 
the  oolc^hon  of  which  we  can  only  safely  infer  that  Maufer  was  a: 
tUizen  of  Rouen. 
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,  Few  provincial  towns  have  been  more  fertile  in  ty- 
pographical productions ;  and  the  reputation  of  Tail« 
LBUR^  GuALTiBR,  and  Valentin^  gave  great  respect- 
ability to  the  press  of  Rouen  at  the  commencement  of 
the  xvith  century.* 

^  at  the  commencement  ef  ^  xyiik  ceRlnry.]— Among  thie  earfier 
liioriiB  of  a  poetical  deaciiptbD,  which  seem  to  have  aBj  di^^ 
with  Rouen^  is  the  one  entitled ''  Ftelinodz>  Chants  royanz^  Ballades^ 
Bodeaolxj  et  Epigrammes  j  a  rhonneiir  de  limmaculee  Coception^  &c. 
.  On  the  third  leaf  are  theaames  of  those  who  contributed  baMadty  &e, 
among  which  we  read  M.  Andry  de  la  vigne :  M.  ChnUamne  Orefeim. 
lehanMarot.  Nicolle  le  veatu.  Nicolleaubert.  Henelelienr.  N«twr-» 
hot.  G.  Thibault.  laques  du  pare.  Innocent  touimente.  Pierre  la 
cheuallier.   Crygnon  de  Diq|>pe.   Guygnart  appoticaire.   Picot.  Guil- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ROUEN.  125 

Yet  I  am  not  &le  to  ascertam  whether  this  press  was 
very  frditful  in  1bmiaimify€^mMtfty  and  oltl  |^oetr|^ 

laume  roger.    Clement  marot.    laques  fiUaster.    Busquet.    Tasserie. 
Frere  Gufllaume  Alexis. 

An  the  poetry  is  of  a  serious  and  sombre  cast— -not  approaching  any 
diing  like  eneigy  or  sublimity :  with  orer-strained  conoeits.  I  wiU 
give  a  specimen  or  two^  that  the  reader  may  judge  for  himself.  At 
feoiQet.  Ixxi^  we  have 

Ballade  premier  de  la  rote, 

Lan  passe  en  terre  geUee 
Bk  fdt  si  mdement  tnucte. 
Que  au  iourdhuy  par  la  grande  gelee 
NonB  soufirons  au  ble  la  charte : 
Mais  deuant  que  tout  fut  gaste, 
Dien  rettnt  en  certaine  place. 
Centre  froit  qui  cest  trop  haste 
La  terre  rendant  ble  de  grace : 

Ceste  terre  nest  point  fboOee 
Ne  fouye  yuer  ny  este 
Le  soleil  ou  pluye  coulee 
Vwt  grace  ya  tonsiours  este 
Son  rayon  dorient  monte 
Grace  sur  elle  centre  la  glace 
Qarda  par  dhiine  b<mte 
La  terre  rendant  ble  degrace^ 

Pyuria  terre  ahisy  desdee 
Vint  fiun  au  peuple  supplian 
Pturlautre  ame  est  consolee 
Du  ble  que  grace  y  a  plante 
Ble  en  lyuer  fut  desplante 
Lautre  est  tonsiours  fertiEe  et  grasse 
Preste  a  donner  fruict  a  plante 
La  terre  rendant  ble  de  grace. 

Renuay. 

Prince  le  pun  par  tous  gouste 
De  son  ble  porte  lefficace 
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y<mr  beloved  objects   of  research!    I  rathor  think, 
however/that  it  was  not  deficient  in  this  popular  class 

Qui  presema  du  froit  doubte 

La  terre  rendant  ble  de  grace 

M.  GuiUaume  Ttubaalt. 

Beneath  a  rondeau,  by  Gtiillauine  Cretin,  is  the  following — by  the 

same  hand  :*— 

Argwnentum, 

Vng  factenr  fat  Osrhan  nomme 
Roy  BUT  tous  chantres  renomme 
Qoi  feist  en  des  paitz  trente  six 
Vng  motet  teUement  asseis 
Qnon  ne  vdt  oncq  oeuure  semblable 
A  derici  chantre  louable 
P^mier  queuoyer  par  chemin 
Le  feist  noter  en  parchemin 
Puya  pour  le  chanter  assembla 
Chantres  auquelz  tresbon  sembla. 
Le  fhcteur  dieu  nous  signifie 
Son  motet  dont  les  partx  ie  nombre 
Ce  sacre  concept  certifie 
Qui  grace  et  vertus  eat  sans  nombre. 

Le  noteor  et  le  parchemin 

Figurent  Anne  &  loachin 

Verbes  passif^,  pleurs  mamfestes 

Chantres,  patriardies,  prophetes 

Et  les  docteuFB  de  saincte  eglise 

^  Qui  prouuent  oeuure  tresexquise 

Ceste  vierge  dont  fut  yssant 

lesu  Christ  sen  resiouyssant 

(uttUetLodi. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  not  giving  more  of  the  French ;  the  latter 

few  leaves  are  devoted  to  Latin  verse — somewhat  more  refreshing 

than  the  preceding:  Thus  : — 

**  Qum  eit  uta  ftuB  progndiiur,  qutui 

uurora  consurgtm,  CtmiW9ntm  vL  c^i. 

lam  noua  condpiens  intacte  exordia  prdis, 
FSeriaproferre  tuba»  atq  ^  decentibus  orsis 
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of  literature,  if  I  am  to  judge  from  the  specimens  which 
are  yet  lingering,  as  it  were,  in  the  hands  of  the  curii- 
ous.  I  ought  rather  to  say,  which  are  yet  ^^  extant^ 
(certainly  ^^  not  in  choice  print,**)  in  the  hands  of  the 
many.  The  gravity  even  of  an  archiepiscopal  see  could 
never  repress  the  natural  love  of  the  French,  from 
time  immemorial,  for  light  and  fanciful  reading. 

You  know  with  what  pertinacity  I  grope  about  old 
aH^,  old  courts,  bye-lanes,  and  unfrequented  comers 
— ^being  like  Harry  Dyson  of  old, .  (according  to  Tom 
Hearne's  account  of  him*)  "  a  person  of  a  very  strange, 
prying,  and  inquisitive  genius,  in  the  matter  of  books" 
— in  the  search  of  what  is  curious,  precious,  and  rare 
in  the  book  way.  But  ere  we  touch  that  enchant- 
ing chord,  let  us  proceed  according  to  the  plan  laid 
down.  First  therefore  for  printing  offices.  Of  these, 
the  names  of  P6riaux,  (Imprimeur  de  VAcadhniey) 

Hereo,  cid  liceat  diuam  conferre  nitentem. 
An  sit  phas  homini,  que  iam  supereminet  orbes : 
EtheriB  ardentis  describere  nubibus  imbris 
Sine  niui  simflem,  plenimq ;  nocentia  terrifl 
Icta  cadut.  sed  Tirgo  maoet  super  astra  sahitem 
Terrigenum  curans,  ne  uon  nodtura  coercens. 
"Erfg^  nee  est  nubes  seu  nix  dicenda  nee  imber 
Vurgo  mihi.  potius  latijs  aurora  Toeanda  est 
VodbuSy  etherei  certissima  nuncia  solis. 

&e.  &c.  &e.  Fo.  Izxvii. 

It  is  si^ed  "  Picardus  laurea  donatus."  The  whole  volume  con- 
tains 100  leaves.  A  wood  cut  of  the  Virgin  and  child  within  a  glory,  in 
the  middle  of  an  upright  figure  of  a  female,  radiated,  is  on  the  reverse 
of  the  last  leaf.  Messrs.  Arch,  Booksellers,  had  a  copy  of  this  curious 
voltmie  in  their  Catalogue  of  1819>  which  was  bound  in  blue 
morocco,  marked  at  the  price  of  8^  8#. 

*  See  SibUiomania,  p.  398. 
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Baudry^  (Jbmprimeur  du  Rat)  M£«Ai(t>^  (Rue  JUm^ 
tinmUe),  and  LscRfiNB^LABBBY,  (h^primeur-Lihrmn 
et  Marchand  de  Papiers)  are  masters  of  the  princi|ial 
prteses ;  but  such  is  the  influence  of  Ptois,  or  of  me- 
tropolitan fashions,  that  a  publisher  will  sometimes 
prefer  getting  his  work  printed  at  the  capital-^-and 
even  the  '^  Deaeription  Historique  de  VEglise  Metric 
folitaine  de  Notre-Dcnne  de  Rouen  (which  I  haye  so 
frequently  mentioned,  and  which  is  published  by 
Frbre,  the  most  respectable  bookseller  at  Rouen), 
was  printed  in  the  Metropolis.  Of  the  £MregoiB|^ 
printers,  it  behoves  me  to  m^e  some  particular 
mention ;  and  yet  I  can  speak  personally  but  of  tW0 : 
Itf essieurs  P^riaux  and  Mdgard«  M.  P^atix  is  printer 
to  the  Acad^ie  des  Sciences,  BeUes-Lettres  et  Arts  de 
Rfm^riy  of  which  academy,  indeed,  he  is  himself  an 
accomplished  member.^  He  is  quick,  intdl^n^t, 
well-bred,  and  obliging  to  the  last  degree ;  and  may 
be  considered  the  Harry  Stephen  of  the  Rouen 
Printers.  He  urged  me  to  call  often :  but  I  could 
visit  him  only  twice.     Each  time  I  found  him  in  his 

*  hxnuelf  an  accomplished  MemberJ] — ^In  the  sittings  of  the  Societjr 
for  August  1812,  M.  Periaux  is  announced  as  having  communicated 
''  un  m^moire  rempli  de  recherches  et  d'^radition,  dans  lequel  il 
examine  cette  question:**  La  Lune pascale  doit  elle  ^tre  appeUie  Lume 
de  Mars,'*  En  d*autres  termes :  Aquel  mots  solaire  un  mois  lu- 
noire  est-il  cens4  appartenirF'  Two  of  the  Members  pronounced  a 
most  favourable  eulogy  upon  this  ingenious  performance — whidi  is 
printed,  and  may  be  had  of  all  the  Rouen  booksellers.  M.  Periaux  is 
just  now  occupied  in  the  laborious  but  useful  task  of  giving  a  Guide 
or  History  of  Roubn,  according  to  the  alphabetical  order  of  the 
streets  and  public  buildings,  &c. 
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efmnting  hovae^  with  his  cap  on~«hadiii^  his  eyes :  a 
poi  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  proof  sheet  in  his  li^. 
Thongfa  he  rejoiced  at  seeing  nie,  I  conld  discover 
^maeh  to  his  praise)  that,  like  Aldus,  he  wished  me  to 
'^  say  my  saying  qnickly,"^  and  leave  him  to  his  ddes 
and  stets  t  He  has  a  great  run  of  business,  and  lives 
in  <me  of  those  strange,  old^fiBuhioned  houses,  in  the 
form  of  a  square,  with  an  outside  spiral  staircase,  so 
common  in  this  extraordinary  city.  He  introduced 
me  to  his  son,  an  inteHigent  young  man — ^well  quali- 
fied tb  take  the  labouring  oar,  dther  upon  the  tem- 
porary OS  permatient  retirement  of  his  parent.  M. 
P^riaux  shewed  m^  with  a  conscious  air  of  triumph, 
a  map — printed  with  metal  types  within  wood-cut  d^ 
markations  of  the  different  countries — and  executed 
upon  a  scale  which  renders  it  rather  an  uncommon 
performaikce  for  the  press.  He  has  promised  to  pre- 
sent n^  with  a  copy  of  it — but  I  ain  not  sure  that  I 
merit  such  a  mark  of  his  kindness.  He  was  very 
anxious  that  I  should  make  myself  well  acquainted 
with  the  locale  of  this  city,  and  even  penned  down,  as  I 
told  you,  the  several  places  I  ought  to  visit,  with  an 
earnestness  approaching  to  a  command — that  I  should 
of  necessity  see  them. 

(X  Monsieur  M^gard,  who  may  be  called  the  an- 
cient Jensan^  or  the  modem  Bulmer,  of  Rouen,  I  can 
speak  only  in  terms  of  praise — both  as  a  civil  gentle- 
man and  as  a  successful  printer.     He  is  doubtless  the 

*  like  Aldus,  **say  my  saying*'  quickly,']  Consult  Mr.  Roscoe*8  Lije  of 
Leo  X.  vol.  i.  p.  169-70,  8vo.  edit.  Unger,  in  his  Life  of  Aldus, 
edit,  Geret.  p.  xxxxii.  has  a  pleasant  notice  of  an  inscription,  to  the 
same  effect,  put  over  the  door  of  his  printing  office  by  Aldus. 
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most  elegant  printer  in  this  city ;  and  hemg  idso  a 
publisher,  his  business  is  vety  considerable.  He 
makes  his  regular  half  yewly  journeys  among  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  and  as  regulariy 
brings  home  the  finiits  of  his  enterprise  and  indus- 
try. The  approach  to  his  premises,  in  the  Rme 
Mariifwilkj  is  sufficiently  repulsive.  In  the  usual 
manner,  you  pull  a  wire  or  string,  and  the  door  is 
opened  by  an  invisible  hand.  You  enter ;  pass  along 
a  range  of  offices,  where  presses  »e  at  work ;  ascend  a 
ffig^t  of  stq>s  in  front ;  enter  the  warehouse,  filled  with 
a  large  stock  of  common  vendible  bo<^ ;  and  view, 
from  the  windows  thereof^  a  beautiful  portion  of  the 
south  side  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen.  Below,  are  a  small 
court  and.garden ;  sudi  as  would  be  considered  of  in^ 
estimable  value  if  adjoimng  the  premises  and  appnrte* 
nances  of  many  of  our  London  printers.  If  a  large 
chimney,  or  a  good  part  of  a  shabby  old  house  were  dis- 
placed, the  view  of  the  abbey,  from  thfe  warehome, 
would  be  perfectly  enviable.  On  my  first  virat,  M; 
M^gard  was  front  home ;  but  Madame,  ^^  son  ^)oiMe 
Fattendoit  k  chaqoe  moment  !**  There  is  a  particular 
class  of  women  among  the  French,  which  is  an- 
gularly intelligent,  civil,  and  even  well-bred.  I  mean 
the  wives  of  the  more  respectable  tradesmen.  Thus 
I  fbund  it,  in  addition  to  a  hundred  similar  prevmus 
instances,  witii  Madame  M^gard.  '^  Mais  Monsieur, 
je  vous  prie  de  vous  assecar.  Que  Toulesi  vous^  ^^  I 
wish  to  have  a  little  conversation  with  your  husband. 
I  am  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  the  art  of  printing.  I 
search  every  where  for  skiliul  printers,  and  thus 
it   is  that  I  am  in  pursuit  of  Monsieur  M^gard.** 
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An  immediate  declenmon  of  the  eye-lids^  aooompa- 
nied  with  the  most  gentk  obeisance,  attested  the 
sensibility  of  the  wife  to  the  just  eulogy  bestowed 
upon  her  husband.  We  both  sat  <fewn  and  con- 
versed together;  and  I  found  in  Madame  M^gard  a 
middle-aged  woman,  and  mother  of  several  children,) 
a  communicative,  and  well-instructed  representative 
of  the  said  ancient  Jenson,  or  modem  Buhner. — 
^^  Enfin,  voil^  mon  mari  qui  arrive" — said  Madame, 
turning  round,  upon  the  opening  of  th|e  door :— wh^i 
I  looked  forward,  and  observed  a  rtout  man,  rather 
above  the  middle  size,  with  a  countenance  perfectly 
English— ^Imt  accoutred  in  the  dress  of  the  natumal 
guard,  with  a  huge  grenadier  cap  upon  his  head. 
Madame  saw  my  embarrassment :  laughed :  and  in  two 
minates  her  husband  knew  the  purport  of  my  visit. 
He  began  by  expressing  his  dislike  of  the  military 
garb :  but  admitted  the  absolute  necessity  of  adopting 
sueha  measure  as  that  of  en^bodying  a  national  guard. 
^^Soyezlebienvenu:  Ma  £Gtt,jenesuis  que  trop  sensible, 
Mcmsieur,  de  rhonneur  que  vous  me  &ites — vft  que 
VOB8  fites  antiquaire  typagntpiAqoey  et  que  vous 
avez  public  des  oovrages  relatife  k  Botre  art.  Mais 
oe  n'est  pas  ici  qu*il,  &ut  en  cherdier  de  belles 
^preuves.   .Cest  k  Paris." 

I  parried  this  deiieate  thrust  by  observing  that  I  was 
weil  acquainted  with. the  fine  productions  of  Didot — 
and  had  also  .seen  the  less  aepking  <mes  of  ]mBad£^^of 
whieh  in(ked  I  had  reason  to  think  his  townsmen 
might  be  proud.  His  I  spoke  with  the  utmost 
sincerity.  ^^  But  you  are  printer  to  his  Grace  the 
Archbishop  f  "  Yes,  Sir.'*    "  I  hope  he  is  a  patron 
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of  the  art,  as  well  as  a  Cardinal  <tf  tbe  see  of  Romer^ 
M.  M^gard  hesitated.  ^^  But  think  of  the  ecclesias- 
tical patrons  of  typography,  of  old.  Think  of  the  Cardi- 
nals Bessarion,  Campanus,  and  of  the  Bishop  of  Aleria.'* 
'^  C*est  bien  vrai.  Monsieur,  mais  FAroh^vSque  de 
Rouen  n*est  ni  le  Cardinal  Bessarion  ni  rEvSque 
d*A16rie  I*' — ^replied  M.  M^gard  with  equal  promptitude 
and  dexterity.  In  short,  I  learnt  that  M.  M^;acd  had 
seen  his  patron  but  once ;  at  which  interview  it 
should  seem  that  he  had  experienced  ten  times  the 
reserve  and  formality  which  were  ever  displayed 
by  the  Popes  Paul  11.  and  Sixtus  IV.  towards  Sweyn- 
heym  and  Fimnartz,  and  John  Philip  de  Lignamine. 
I  then  bethought  me  of  the  ^^  grosse  machine  de 
chfdr"  of  the  Abb6  T.*  My  first  visit  concluded 
with  two  elegant  Iktle  book-presents,  on  1^  part  of 
M.  M^gard^— one  being  Heures  de  Rotten,  h  tusagt 
duDiocise,  1814, 12mo.  and  the  other  Etrennes  nou^ 
velles  commodes  et  utiles,  1815,  12mo.-^the  forma* 
bound  in  green  morocco;  and  the  latter  in  calf,  with 
gilt  leaves,  but  printed  <m  a  sort  of  apricot-tinted  paper 
-producing  no  unpleasing  effect.  Both  are  exceed-* 
ingly  well  executed ;  and  which  our  Bensley  or  Buknor 
might  own  without  the  least  apricot-blush  upon  their 
cheek.  My  visits  to  M.  M^gard  were  rather  frequent. 
He  has  a  son  at  the  Coll^  Royale,  or  Lyc^,  whither 
I  accompanied  him,  one  Sunday  morning,  and  took  the 
church  of  that  eakabUshment  in  the  way.  It  is  built 
entirely  in  the  Italian  style  of  architecture :  is  exceed- 
ingly spacious:  has  a  fine  organ,  and  is  numerously 
attended.    The  pictures  I  saw  in  it,  although  by  no 

•  See  page  68. 
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means  of  first-rate  merit,  quite  convince  me  that  it  is 
in  churches  ot  Roman,  and  not  of  Grothic  architecture, 
that  paintings  produce  the  most  harmonious  effect. 
This  college  and  church  form  a  noble  establishment, 
situated  in  one  of  the  most  commanding  eminences  of 
the  town.  From  some  parts  of  it,  the  fljdng  buttresses 
of  the  nave  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen,  with  the  Seine  at 
a  short  distance,  surmounted  by  the  hills  and  woods 
of  Canteleu  as  a  back  ground,  are  seen  in  the  mdst 
gloriously  picturesque  manner. 

But  the  printer  who  does  the  most  business — or 
ratW  whose  business  lies  in  the  lower  department 
of  the  art,  in  bringing  forth  what  our  friend  B.  usuidly 
calls  chap  books — ^is  Lecrbnb  Labbey — imprimeur-^ 
tibrahre  et  marchand  de  papiers.  The  very  title  im- 
ports a  sort  of  Dan  Newberry's  repository.  I  believe 
however  that  Lecr6ne  Labbey's  business  is  much  dimi- 
nished. He  once  lived  in  the  Rue  de  la  Chrosse^ 
Horlogey  No.  12 :  but  at  present  carries  on  trade  in 
one  of  the  out-skirting  streets  of  the  town.  I  was 
told  that  the  premises  he  now  occupies  were  once  an  old 
church  or  monastery,  and  that  a  thousand  fluttering 
sheets  were  now  suspended  where  formerly  was  seen 
the  solemn  procession  of  silken  banners,  with  religious 
emblems  emblazoned  in  ccdours  of  all  hues.  I  called 
however  at  tiie  old  shop,  and  supplied  mysdf  with 
a  dingy  copy  of  the  Catalogue  de  la  Bibliothique 
Bleue^ — ^from  which  catalogue  however  I  could  pur- 

*  Catalogue  de  la  Bibliotkitpie  Bleue  qui  se  trauve  chez  LecrAie- 
Labbeif,  Impnmeur'^Libraire  et  Marchand  de  Papiers,  ruedela  Gro$se 
Harloge,  No,  1%  d  Rouen,     Such  is  the  tide.    I  select  a  few  of  the 
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chase  but  little :  as  the  greater  part  of  the  old^  books, 
several  of  the  CaxtanUm  stamp,  had  taken  their  de^ 

more  curious  works,  desiderated  more  particularly  by  the  Roxburghen, 
and  by  collectors  of  our  ancient  literature.  It  will  be  seen  that,  what 
was  popular  in  Caxton*s  time^  is  yet  sought  after  at  the  opening  of  the 
xixth  century. 

The  following  at  4  liv.  16  sous  the  dozen: 

Calendrier  du  Berger,  fig.  (Our  old  Shepherd's  Calendar:  see 
Typog,  AnHq.  vol.  ii.  p.  596.)  Gallien  Restaur^,  fig.  Huan  de  Bor* 
deaux,  premier  et  seconde  parties.  Les  quatre  FUs  Aymon,  Wood 
cut  frontispiece  opposite  the  title-page :  pp.  152,  large  8vo.  No&t, 
<k  ICfeuiUes,  VaUntin  et  Orson,  I  purchased  a  copy  of  this  editicHi, 
as  well  as  of  ''  The  Four  Sons  of  Aymon*'  just  noticed.  It  is  alarge, 
and  closely  printed  octavo  volume  of  166  pages. 

When  we  consider  that  a  dozen  of  ^uch  books  as  these  may  be  had 
for  about  4$.  English,  one  cannot  help  contrasting  it  with  the 
very  dear  terms  upon  which  a  similar  set  of  books  would  be  purchased 
in  our  own  country.  I  apprehend  that  a  volume,  like  either  of 
those  here  last  noticed,  could  not  possibly  be  sold  under  U.  6d. : 
thus  raising  the  sum  of  a  dozen  o^ies  to  litde  short  of  that  of 
four  times  beyond  what  is  given  abroad.  I  proceed  leisurely  with 
a  few  others  at 

F)ur  Iwres  4  sous  the  dozen. 

Conquites  de  Charlemagne — ^which  I  presume  to  be  the  Life  of 
Charlemain,  as  originally  printed  in  the  xvth  century,  and  from 
which  our  Caxton  published  hb  ver8k>n :  see  Typ.  Antiq.  vol.  i.  p.  255. 

CuisMer  Erangais,  Marichal  expert,  nouvelle  ddUion,  JSgures 
neuves. 

I  obtained  a  copy  of  this  latter  work,  which  is  a  small,  but  fuU- 
printed,  octavo  of  152  pages*  llie  ''  figures**  are  sufficiently  mise- 
rable; but  I  could  not  help  smiling  to  observe,  with  all  the  veterinary 
iquac^ery  of  the  present  day,  a  few  of  the  old  Tnninmiy  of  Dame  Juliana 
Bemers*  Book  of  Hunting,  &c.  engrafted  upon  the  text  of  this  woik. 
Thus,  at  page  11  we  read : 
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partwes.  It  was  from  this  Catalogue  that  I  learnt 
the  precise  character  of  the  works  destined  for  vnlgar 
reading,  and  from  hence  inferred,  what  I  stated  to 
yon  a  little  time  ago^  that  Romances^  RonddoffSy  and 
<Mvalrons  stories,  are  yet  read  with  pleasure,  if  not 
wit  havidity,  by  the  good  pe(4>le  (tf  France.  It  is,  in 
short,  from  this  lower,  or  lowest  species  of  Uteratore— 

Des  marquei  que  dwoeiU  avohr  les  bont  Cbevaux. 

Si  ta  fenx  bon  Cheval,  qui  longaement  te  serve, 
Pkrends  8iiit4oiit  le  bnm  bai,  et  Bo^pienx  le  coiuierfe; 
Le  grison  n'est  maurais^  mais  (m  r^te  beau 
Le  che?al  quaad  11  est  de  toutes  parts  moreau. 
Si  pour  les  tiens  et  toi  ta  veux  ayoir  monturey 
Choisis  sur-toat  k  blanc,  car  longaement  11  dure. 

Le  cheyal  doit  avoir  des  marques  distingu^^  tant  pour  la  haat/S 
que  pour  la  beout^.  II  doit  tenir  de  la  Femme,  du  Boeuf,  du  Renard^ 
et  du  Cerf  . 

De  la  Femme,  Qu*il  soit  doux  au  montoir>  beau  de  devant,  et  beEe 
chevelure  de  crin. 

Du  Bceuf,  Qu*il  ait  les  yeux  beaux  et  gros^  Fencolure  beUe^  et  qu*il 
aoit  bieu  relev^. 

Du  Renard.  Qu*il  ait  beau  trot^  les  oreiUes  petites  et  belles,  la 
queue  grande  et  toussue. 

Du  Cerf,  Qn'H  ait  les  jambes  s^ches,  qu*fl  soit  bieu  relev^  du 
devaut,  qu*il  ait  la  tite  stche. 

Consult  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  fi.  p.  55-9>  for  something  Hke  a  similar 
description  in  the  vrork  of  Daub  Juliana  Beknbks.  Tliis  book  has 
some  wretched  wood  cuts  in  the  first  part.  The  second  part  exhibits^ 
in  the  title  page,  the  dead  stag,  with  his  heels  upwards,  listened 
to  a  pole — as  we  see  it  in  some  of  the  more  ancient  works  upon 
hun^g.  This  second  part  is  devoted  to  **  Phisieurs  Recettes, 
A|^irouv6e8  du  Sieur  d  L'Espiney,  Gentilhonmie  P^rigourdin,  pour 
tontes  les  maladies  et  aecidens  qiu  anivent  aux  Chevaux.**  This 
second  part  is  composed  of  76  pages :  the  firsts  of  80. 

VOL.  I.  I 
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if  it  must  be  so  designated — ^that  we  gatker  the  real 
genius,  or  mental  character,  ol  the  wdinary  classes  of 
society.  I  do  assure  you  that  some  of  these  chap 
publications  are  singularly  droll  and  curious.  Even 
the  very  rudiments  of  learning,  or  the  mere  alphabet* 
book,  meets  the  eye  in  a  very  imposing  manner.  Let 
me.sendyoU  the  following  specimen,  being  the  first 
page  of  a  little  religious  manual,  of  which  the  press 
of  M .  M^gard  has  not  disdained  to  throw  off  a  fiew 
copies  UPON  VELLUM.  You  will  observe  fix)m  hence 
how  carefully,  and  at  what  a  tender  age,  the  forms  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  are  impressed  upon  the 
minds  of  youth.  No  child  ever  enters  a  place  of  wor- 
ship without  making  the  form  of  a  cross  upon  his 
breast — ^which  custom,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  red 
cross  in  the  specimen  here  sent,  he  has  been  taught  in 
the  very  elements  of  his  education.  In  other  respects, 
there  is  little  difference  in  the  formularies,  or  elemen- 
tary treatises,  of  both  countries. 

Chap  books  at  3  livres  19  sous  the  dozen. 
Jncien  Testament,  Aventurier  Buscan,  Figures  de  la  Bible.  Grande 
Danse  Macabre,  Jig,    (From  the  celebrated  old  work  under  that  name.) 
Histoire  de  Fortunatus.     Palais  des  Curieux.     Recueil  de  Chansons. 

At  3  livres  the  dozen. 

Les  Loisirs  des  jolies  FemmeSj  ou  Recueil  Varieties  nouveUes,  Pro^ 
ph^ties  de  Moult,  edit,  ample.  LAmant  de  J4sus.  Doctrinal  de  Sa- 
pience. (Caxton*s  original:  see  Typ.  Antiq.  vol.  i.  p.  ^66.)  Purgateire 
de  St.  Patrice,  fig.  Recueil  de  Chansons,  &c.  &c.  &c.  The  Purgatory 
of  St.  Patrick  was  out  of  print.  I  sought  for  it  every  where,  in  vain  : 
but  they  endeavoured  to  console  me  by  the  assurance  that  a  new,  and 
improved  edition  had  been  long  in  contemplation. 
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In  nomine  Patris,   &  Filii, 
k  fpiritus  fancti.   Amen. 

^^^^  A  a  b  c  d 
^JA  efghik 
^^jT^B  1  m  n  o  p 
T^^^^  q  r  f  s  t  u 
V  X  y  z  & 
a  e  1  o  u  m  n  ft  ct  (i  fi 

fl  fl  ffl  ffi  ffi  36  oe. 

L'Oraifon    Dominicale. 

Ater         nofter     , 

es     in     coe- 

fanctifice- 

tuum    , 


P 


qui 
lis 


tur     nomen 


Love,  Marriage,  and  Confession,  are  fertile  themes 
for  dissemination  by  means  of  these  little  farthing 
chap  books.  Whether  such  fugitive  and  superficial 
pieces  ever  find  their  way  into  the  boudoirs  of  respecta- 
ble families^  I  will  not^  as  a  traveller^  have  the  teme- 
rity to  affirm :  but  that  they  are  familiar  to  the  middling 
and  lower  orders  of  society,  is  palpable  from  almost 
every  lounge  which  you  take  in  the  streets.  Yonder 
sits  a  fille  de  chambre,  after  her  work  is  done.    She  is 
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intent  upon  some  little  manual,  taken  from  the  Bib- 
liothique  Bleue,  Approach  her,  and  ask  her  for  a 
sight  of  it.  She  smiles,  and  readily  shews  you  Cati- 
chisme  ^  Fttsage  des  Grandes  FiUes  pour  4tre  Marines; 
ensemble  la  mani^e  dattirer  les  Amans.*     At  the 

*  llie  character  of  the  lower  classes,  and  even  frequently  of  the 
upper  classes,  of  society  *^  takes  its  form  and  pressure*'  from  these 
juvenile  manuals  of  moral  and  social  instruction.  It  is  with  this  view 
only  that  I  venture  to  submit  to  the  reader  a  specimen  or  two  taken, 
first,  from  the  Cat^Jntme  des  Amans,  par  Demandes  8(  R^nnues,  tm 
sant  enseign^es  les  prindpales  maximes  de  lamour,  ^  le  devoir  (ftm  viri- 
table  Amant,    A  Rouen,  chez  Lecr^ne-Labhey,  &c. 

DIALOGUE.  I. 

lAmante,  Estes  vous  amant  ? 
L* Amant.  Qui,  par  la  faveur  de  Cupidon. 
VAmante.  Qu*est  ce  qu*un  Amant  ? 

V Amant.  C'est  une  personne  qui  ayant  ftdt  une  sincere  &  veritable 
declaration,  cherche  les  moyens  d'etre  aim6e  de  Tobjet  qu*elle  aime. 

DIALOGUE  n. 

L'Amante.  Quels  sont  les  signes  d*un  veritable  amant  ? 

L* Amant,  C^est  Tassiduit^,  la  complaisance,  la  sino^rit^,  Texacti- 
tttde  &  le  biUet  tendre 

VAmante.  Qu'estK^e  que  la  sinc^rit^  ? 

L* Amant.  C'est  une  grande  conformity  entre  ce  que  nous  vouIobb 
ex^cuter. 

VAmante.   Qu*entendez  yous  par  ce  mot  exdcuter? 

V Amant.  J'entends  parler  d'une  diligence  perp^tuelle  k  £ure  ce 
que  nous  avons  promis  k  Tobjet  que  nous  aimons,  &  k  chercha*  TocA- 
sion  de  lui  tdmoigner  notre  inclination  &  notre  xUe. 

VAmante.  Qu'entendez-vous  par  le  billet.tendre  > 

V Amant.  Un  petit  compliment  par  ^crit  que  nous  envoyons  k  nos 
Maitresses,  quand  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  trouver  Foocasion  de  ks 
entretenir. 
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&8t  giancfi  c{  it,  you  suppose  that  this  is  ^itirely,  from 
begiiming  to  end,  a  wild  and  probably  somewhat  in* 

L*Jmanie,  En  qvel  temps^  en  qnd  lien  &  k  cpelle  heure  le  feot-il 

LAnumt,  he  madn  lonqu'on  est  levi,  le  soir  anparevant  de  ae 
oondier,  quand  on  entre  dans  son  cabinet,  &  quand  on  se  trouye 
press^  de  qudque  jalousie.  • •« 

DIALOGUE   V. 

L'Jmfmte  A  qnel  iige  peut-on  commencer  k  Beure  Tamonr? 

L*Jmant.  Les  garpons  k  quatorze  ans>  les  fiUes  k  doQze>  selon  que 
Ton  est  avanc^  pour  son  ftge. 

L'AmanU,  Conunent  faut-il  qu'un  amant  se  comporte  quand  il 
comm^ice  k  fiiire  Famour  ? 

L Amant.  JX  &ut  premi^rement  qu'il  sache  ce  que  doit  fiure  un 
T^ritable  amant,  qu*il  n*ignore  pas  la  difflSrence  qu^il  y  a  entre  les 
oomplimens  des  grands  &  des  petits. 

DIALOGUE    VL 

VAmante.  ComUen  7  a*-t-il  de  bonheors  en  amour  pour  rendre  un 
Amant  beureux? 

VAmani.  II  y  en  a  sept. 

VAmante.  Enseignez-les  moi  done. 

V Amant.  1.  Heureux  sont  les  Amans  qui  dment  T^itablement,  car 
les  plaisirs  de  TAmour  ne  sont  pas  sensibles  k  cenx  qui  n*en  sont  que 
m^diocrement  touch^. 

8,  Heureux  sont  les  Amans  sains  &  vigoureux,  car  ils  sont  aimds 
longtems,  &  sont  les  plus  oonsid^r^. 

3.  Heureux  sont  les  Amans  qui  aiment  y^ritablement  k  rire,  car  il 
y  a  da  siyet  de  s'affliger  en  I'amour,  sans  y  Joindre  le  temp^ramment. 

4.  Heureux  sont  les  amans  qtd  out  de  Fesprit,  car  ils  godtent  des 
plaisirs  que  les  niais  ne  ressentent  pas. 

5.  Heureux  sont  les  Amans  qui  ont  de  la  patience^  car  il  est  ti^ 
difficile  de  trourer  une  Maitresse  qui  acoorde  au  premier  moment  ce 
qu'un  Amant  desire. 
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decorous  manual  of  instruction.    By  no  means;  for 
read  the  very  devout  Litanies  and  Prayer  with  which  it 

6.  Heureux  8dDt  ks  Amans  ridiesj  car  1  amour  aime  la  d^pense. 
7*  Heureux  sont  les  Amans  sans  rivaux,  car  ils  possedeut  seiite  ks 
boones  graces  de  leurs  Maitresses. 

Oraison  trh-utiU  d  une  fille  qui  fl^Rr«  4trep(mrvue  comme  ilfaut  d% 
Sacrement  de  Manage. 

Mon  DieUj  qui  avez  cr^  le  genre  humain  pour  benir  voire  nom 
pdorable^  &  qui  lui  avez  donn^  par  la  source  fl^onde  du  sacrement  de 
Manage,  une  vole  legitime  pour  ^teindre  le  fen  de  la  concupiscence, 
&  en  m6me  temps  multiplier;  je  vous  addresse  mes  voeux  du  plus 
profond  de  mon  coeurs,  afin  qu*i]  vous  plaise  me  remplir  d'une  vertu 
vivifiante,  qui  me  rende  capable  de  produire  du  fruit  de  Tunion  con- 
jugale,  &  me  donner  un  Epoux  qui  ait  toutes  les  quality  n^cessaires 

pour  s^acquitter  dignement  des  voeux  du  Manage 

•••••• C*est,  mon  Dieu,  ce 

que  je  vous  demande  de  toute  mon  ame  avec  les  demi^res  instances ; 
regardez  done  en  pitid  votre  tr^s  humble  servante  N. 

It  is  observable,  from  hence,  how  little  the  French  character  has 
altered.  In  the  copper  plates  to  the  better  editions  of  their  pas- 
toral and  love  poets,  upwards  of  a  century  ago,  we  observe  young 
ladies  and  young  gentlemen,  of  fourteen  and  twelve  years,  with  their 
brows  encircled  by  wreaths  of  flowers,  reclining  upon  grass  banks^  and 
enacting  the  parts  of  passionate  lovers.  The  same  thing  is  observed  in 
their  modem  productions.  I  now  proceed,  in  the  second  place,  to  a 
specimen  or  two  ^m  the  Cat4clwnne  H  V  Usage  des  Grandes  FUlespour 
4tre  mariies;  Ensemble  la  mamtre  d'attirer  les  Amans,  Par  Demandes 
Ss  Rdponses,    A  Rouen  chez  Lecr^e-Labbey,  &c. 

Demande.  Quel  est  le  Sacrement  le  plus  ndcessaire  aux  grandes  Filles  ? 

R^ponse,  Cest  le  Manage. 

D.  A  quel  dge  doit  on  marier  les  Eilles  ? 

R.  Selon  comme  elles  sont  belles. 

D.  Les  plus  belles,  k  quel  ftge  faut-il  les  marier  ? 

R.  C'est  ordinairement  k  seize  &  dix  huit  ans. 
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ecmclades,  and  which  I  here  send — for  your  gratifica- 
tion^ however  transient.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  strange 
mixture  of  the  simple  and  serious. 

LITANIES 
Four  Umtei  let  FUks  qui  dAir€$U  mUrer  «i  mtnage. 

Kyiie,  je  voudiois^ 

Christe^  Hrt  marine. 

Kyrie^  je  prie  tons  les  Saints, 

Christe,  que  ce  solt  demain. 

Sainte  Marie>  tout  le  Monde  se  marie. 

Saint  Joseph,  que  tous  al-je  But} 

Saint  Nicolas,  ne  m*oubUez  pas. 

Saint  M^dMe,  que  ji*aie  ua  bon  man. 

Saini  Matthieu,  qu*ilcraigne  Dieu. 
.    Saint  Jean,  qu'il  m*aime  tendrement. 

Saint  Bruno,  qu'il  soit  joli  &  beau, 
c  Saint  Fcan^ois,  qu'il  me  soit  fidele. 
,    Saint  Andv^,  qu'il  soit  k  mon  gr6. 

Saint  Bidier,  qu'il  aime  k  trayaiUer. 
.    Saint  Honor^,  qu'il  n'aime  pas  k  jooer. 
.    Saint  S^verin,  qu'il  n'aime  pas  le  vin. 

Saint  Clement  qu'il  soit  diligent. 
.    Saint  Sauveur,  qu'il  ait  bon  coeur. 

Saint  Nicaise,  que  je  sois  a  mon  aise. 
.    Saint  Josse,  qu'il  me  donne  un  caiosse. 
.    Saint  Boniface,  que  mon  manage  se  fassc 
.    Saint  Augustin,  d^  demain  matin« 

OmAisoN. 

Seigneur,  qui  avez  Ibnn^  Adam  de  la  tenre,  and  qui  lui  avez  donn^ 
Eve  pour  sa  compagne ;  envoyez-moi,  s'il  vous  plait,  un  bon  man 
poor  oompagnon,  non  pour  la  volupt^,  mais  pour  vous  honorer  &  avoir 
dea  enfimts  qui  vous  b^nissent.  Ainsi  soit  iL 

D.  Pourquoikcet^e? 

R.  De  peur  qu'il  n'anive  qnelque  inconvenient  k  leur  honneor. 
-    D.  Mais  celles  qd  ne  sont  pas  beUes,  k  quel  ftge  faut-ii  done  les 
marier? 
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Amoog  the  books  of  this  class^  h^§fH»  alluded  to> 
I  purobased  a  sii^larly  amugii^  little  manual  called 

R.  Au88it6t  que  lea  Gar^ons  les  demandent^  pour  ne  pas  perdre  la 
bonne  occasion. 

D.  Quand  une  FQle  n*a  point  d'Amant,  comment  faitt-il  faire  poor 
en  avoir? 

R.  n  7  a  plusieurs  moyens  pour  8*en  procurer. 

D.  Quels  sont  ces  moyens  ? 

£.  Premi^rement^  il  &ut  avoir  la  sagesse  &  la  modestie;  se* 
condement,  ^tre  bonne  m^nagfere,  bien  actionn^  h,  son  occupation  k 
son  travail  5  troisi^mement^  6tre  bien  propre  dans  ses  babillements^ 
dans  son  linge  &  dans  sa  chambre  -,  quatri^mement,  ne  pas  s^aviser 
de  porter  plus  que  son  ^tat  ne  permet^  car  c'est  le  moyen  de  lesren- 
voyer,  plut6t  que  de  les  attirer. 

D.  Quand  une  fllle  a  un  Amant  bien  k  son  gr6,  comment  doit-elle 
faire,  peur  de  le  perdre  ? 

R.  n  £Eiut  Faimer  d'un  amour  bonn^te,  qui  est  le  vMtable  moyen 
de  le  conserver;  Q  font  aussi  ^viter  envers  lui  les  paroles  bardies  &  pen 
respectueuses,  peur  de  le  flU:ber ;  se  garder  bien  d'^oouter  les  mauvais 
discourse  tant  d*un  c6t^  que  de  Fautre ;  il  faut  aussi*  toqjonis  ^tre  de 
bonne  humeur,  principalement  devant  lui;  ne  point  lui  causer  de  la 
jalousie  en  feisant  trop  d*accueil  aux  autres. 

D.  Quand  une  Fille  veut  aller  k  la  promenade,  comment  doi^-eUe  se 
oomporter  avec  son  Amant  &  avec  ceux  de  la  compagnie? 

R.  Elle  doit  premi^rement  en  demander  permission  k  son  pere,  k  sa 
m^re  ou  k  ses  sup^rieurs,  &  leur  dire  que  c*est  pour  aller  en  tel  en- 
droit.  n  font  aussi  qu'elle  se  comporte  en  la  compagnie  de  laqnelle 
est  son  Amant,  avec  beaucoup  de  modestie 

D.  Les  Dimancbes  et  les  F^tes,  quand  une  Fille  garde  la  maisoo 
pendant  la  grand*-Messe  ou  les  V^pres,  &  que  son  Amant  la  vient  yoir^ 
comment  doit-elle  se  comporter? 

R.  Avec  ime  grande  modestie  &  retenue,  faisant  son  manage  avec 
beaucoup  d'action,  sans  s'amuser  k  badiner  avec  son  Amant,  It  cause 
des  mauvaises  suites  qui  pourroient  en  provenir.  II  &ut  aussi  lui  re- 
montrer  qu*il  auroit  €ti  plus  k  propos  d*toe  k  la  gsand'-Messe  ou  k 
Vdpres,  &  qn'ilseroit  bien  venu  k  une  autre,  le  tout  avec  termes  &  pa- 
roles de  douceur* •••r... 
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'^  La  Oyi^e$$Um  de  ia  Borme  Fernme."^    It  is  t&aSiy  not 
divested  of  merit.    Whether  however  it  may  not  have 

D.  Quand  one  ItUe  est  demand^  en  manage  par  un  Gargon  qid  est 
bien  h,  son  gr6,  que  doit  elle  r^pondre  ? 

R.  U  faut  d*abord  qu*elle  ftisse  semblant  d*6tre  iin  peu  surprise,  A 
r^mndre  qu*elle  ne  pent  pas  croire  qu'nn  Gar9on  de  son  m^te  &  de 
son  moyen^  youKit  avoir  en  manage  une  aussi  simple  fllle  comme  elle. 

D.  Si  TAmant  persiste,  lui  foisant  des  protestations  d'amiti^,  on  lui 
I  disant  par  exemple :  Ce  seroit  tout  mon  d^lr,  si  je  pouTois  poss^r 
Tamiti^  d'une  aimable  personne  conmie  vous,  &  je  serois  le  plus  con- 
tent du  monde.  Si  je  ne  craignois  point  de  vous  foire  de  la  peine, 
j^aorois  Thonneur  d*en  parler  k  M.  Totre  Pere  et  k  Madame  votre 
Mere. 

tL  La  mie  doit  r^pondre  ayee  beaucoup  de  respect:  Monsieur,  si 
voos  avez  Tamiti^  que  yous  dites  ayoir  pour  moi,  ils  ne  seront  pa^ 
moins  surpris  que  j*ai  itS,  parce  qu'ils  ne  s*attendent,  pas  d*ayoir  cet 
avantage. 

Si  Famant  a  Pere  ou  Mere,  il  doit  leuren  parler,  lour  t^moigner  son 
dessein,  en  leur  disant :  Si  c*^toit  yotre  yolont^  comme  c*est  lamienne, 
je  s^Hihaiterois  ayoir  en  manage  une  telle,  qui  est  ime  ti^-honn^te 
FiUe. 

MbaFQs,  j'ai  trony^  que  yous  ayez  ti^bien  choisi,  il  faut  yoir  au 
plutdtsi  nous  pourrons  avoir  cet  ayantage. 

Le  Pere  &  la  Mere  du  Gar^on  parlant  an  Pere  &  k  la  Mere  de  la 
FiUe,  iq>r^  avoir  fait  le  salut  &  les  complimens  ordinaires,  pourront 
dire:  Monsieur  &  Madame,  nous  avons  cqppris  avec  bien  du  plaisir 
qu^il  y  avoit  une  parfeite  amiti^  entre  Mademoiselle  votre  Fille  & 
noire  Gar^on ;  c^est  ce  qui  nous  oblige  k  vous  la  demander  en  manage 
pour  notre  FUs,  si  vous  nous  Faccordez,  nous  serous  parftdtement  con- 


Mon^eur  &  Madame,  nous  sonunes  cbarm^s  de  l*honneur  que  vous 
nous  fiutes  ai:yourd*htti }  pour  vous  flEure  voir  que  nous  avons  une 
parfiiate  amiti€  pour  vous  &  pour  toute  votre  aimable  famille,  nous 
vdus  la  promettons  de  bon  coeur. 

Monsieur  &  Madame,  nous  sommes  entibrement  satisfaitS)  c*e8t  k 
vous,  s'il  vous  plait,  k  donner  jour  pour  passer  le  contrat. 

Monsieur,  le  jour  de  votre  commoditi^  sera  le  n6tre. 
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been  written,  during  the  Revolution,  with  a  view  to 
ridicule  the  practice  of  auricular  confession  which  yet 
obtains  throughout  France,  I  cannot  take  upon  me 
to  pronounce ;  but  there  are  undoubtedly  some  por- 
tions of  it  which  se^m  so  obviously  to  satirise  this 
practic,  that  one  can  hardly  help  drawing  a  conclu- 
sion in  the  afiirmative.  On  the  other  hand  it  may 
perhaps  be  inferred,  with  greater  probability,  that  it  is 
intended  to  shew  with  what  extreme  facility  a  system 
of  self-deception  may  be  maintained.  Referring  how- 
ever to  the  little  manual  in  question,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  book  has  neither  imprint  nor  date. 
Among  the  various  choice  morceaus  which  it  con- 
tains, take  the  following  extracts — exemplificatory 
of  a  woman's  evading  the  main  points  of  confession — 
and  judge  yourself  of  the  accuracy,  or  otherwise,  of  my 
opinion. 

C.  Ne  voulez  vous  pas  me  r6pondre ;  en  un  mot,  combien  y  a-t-il 
de  temps  que  tous  ne  vous  6tes  confess^  ? 

P.  n  y  a  un  niois  tout  juste,  car  e*^it  le  qiiatritoe  jour  du  mois 
pass^,  &  nous  sommes  au  cinqui^e  du  mois  couiant;  or  comptez, 
mon  p^re,  &  vous  trouverez  justement  que 

C.  C*e8t  asbez,  ne  parlez  point  tant,  &  dites  moi  en  pea  de  mots  tos 
p^di^. 

ElU  raconte  les  p^chis  dautrui. 

La  PSnitefUe.  J'ai  im  enfiant  qui  est  le  plus  m^chant  gar^cm  que 
vous  ayez  jamais  vu,  U  jure,  bat  sa  sceur,  il  fiiit  T^cole,  d^robe  tout  ce 
qu*il  pent  pour  jouer ;  U  suit  de  m^chans  fiipons :  Vautre  jour  en  cou- 
rant  il  perdit  son  chapeau.  Enfin,  e'est  un  m^chant  gar^n,  je  veux 
vous  Vamener  afin  que  vous  me  Tendoctrinies  un  peu  s'U  vous  platt. 

C.  Dites-moi  vosp^h^B? 

P.  Mais,  mon  p^re,  j*u  une  fiUe  qui  est  encore  piie,  je  ne  la  peux 
faire  lever  le  matin,  je  TappeUe  cent  fois :  MarguerUe :  plait-U  ma  Mere  ? 
Uve-toi  promptement  et  deicends  i  fy  vais.    EUe  ne  bonge  pas.    Si  tu 
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ne  viens  nuttntenantj  tu  seraa  battue.  EUe  s*en  moque :  quand  je  Ven- 
voie  k  la  Ville>  je  lui  dis,  reviens  promptement,  ne  V amuse  pas,  Ce- 
pendant^  die  8*arr&te  k  toutes  les  portes  comme  I'^e  d*im  metUiier. 
dk  bebUle  ayec  tous  ceux  qu*eUe  rencontre  5  &  qnand  elle  me  fait  cela^ 
je  la  bats :  ne  fais-je  pas  bien^  mon  p^re? 

C.  Dites-moi  vos  p6ch^  et  non  pas  ceux  de  vos  enfiEins? 

P.  n  se  trouve,  mon  p^re>  que  nous  avons  dans  notre  rue  une  voisine 
qui  est  la  pltis  m^chante  de  toutes  les  femmes^  eUe  jure^  elle  querelle 
tous  ceux  qui  passent^  personne  ne  la  peut  souffiir,  ni  son  mari,  ni  ses 
enfims,  &  bien  souvent  elle  s*enivre,  &  yous  me  dites>  mon  p^  quelle 
estcelle-lk?c'est 

C.  Ah  gardez-vous  bien  de  la  nommer^  car  k  la  confession  £1  ne 
&ut  jamais  &ir  connoitre  les  personues  dont  vous  d^darez  les 
p^h^s. 

P.  C*est  die  qui  vient  se  confesser  apr^  moi^  grondez-la  bien^  car 
TOUS  nelui  en  sauriez  trop  dire. 

C.  Taisez-Tous  donc^  &  ne  pailez  que  de  vos  p^ch^^  non  pas  de 
ceux  des  autres. 

EUe  s* accuse  de  ce  qui  n*est  point  pdch^, 

Pemieftte.— Ah !  mon  p^re,  j*ai  Mi  un  grand  p^ch^,  ah!  legrand 
p£di6j  h^las  je  serai  damn^,  qumque  mon  confesseur  m'ait  d^fendu  de 
le  dire  j*amais^  n^anmoins  mon  p^re  je  vais  vous  le  declarer. 

C.  Ne  le  dites  point  puisque  votre  confesseur  vous  Fa  defendu^  je  ne 
veux  point  Tentendre. 

P.  Ah!  nimporte;  je  tcux  vous  le  dire^  c*est  un  trop  grand  p^ch^ : 
Jfai  battu  ma  m^re. 

C.  Vous  avez  battu  votre  mere !  Ah !  mis^rable>  c*est  un  cas  r^serv^ 
&  un  crime  qui  m^rite  la  potence.    Et  quand  Tavez-vous  battue  ? 

P.  Qnand  j'^is  petite  de  Tlige  de  quatre  ans. 

C.  Ah!  simple,  ne  sa|^-vou8  pas  que  tout  ce  que  les  enfens  font 
avant  T^  de  raison  qui  est  environ  1*1^  de  sept  ans^  ne  sauroit  ^tre 
unp6chi6. 

P.  J'aid^nr61amortdansrimpatience. 

C.  Mais  auriez-vous  \oulu  ^trc  morte  tout  de  bon ! 

P.  O  que  nenni :  je  Tai  d6sir^  k  mon  enfant. 

C.  Auriez-vous  voulu  qu'il  lui  fOit  arriv^  quelque  mal) 

P.  Ah !  que  Dieu  Ten  preserve. 
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C.  Ponrqiioi  dites-YOos  done  cela  } 
P.  Je  me  suis  f^ched  du  bien  d*autnii. 

C.  Efit-ee  par  envie  qae  vous  avez  6t6  a£Big^  que  lea  antres  eostent 
da  bien  ? 

P.  Non:  maisj*auroi8  souhait^  que  le  bon  Dieu  m*en  e^t  donn^  au- 
tant.  Je  me  suis  i^jouie  de  la  mort  d*un  fils  que  j'avois,  qui  ^toit 
muet,  aveugle  &  paralytique. 

C.  Pourquoi  vous  en  ^tes-vous  rejouie  ?  est^-ce  parce  que  youb  Im 
vouliez  du  mal  ? 

P.  Non>  mais  parce  que  je  me  voyois  d^livr^  d*ime  grande  peine 
qu*Ll  nous  donnoit  k  tous. 

C.  Cela  n*est  pas  un  p^h^. 

P.  Je  me  suis  r6jouie  de  la  mort  de  mon  oncle,  qui  m'a  laiss^  son 
heritage. 

C.  Vous  6te8-vous  rejouie  de  sa  mort  on  seulement  d'avoir,  ea  fon 
heritage? 

P.  Ce  n'estque  d*ayoir  eu  son  heritage. 

C.  Cela  n'est  pas  aussi  p^ch^. 

P.  J'aijug6  t^m^rairement  d*un  gar^on  &  d'une  fille  que  j'ai  vu  en 
cachette  se  comporter  mal. 

C.  Cela  n'est  pas  un  p^^  ni  un  jugement  t^6raire,  qoand  ils 
yoaa  donnent  un  juste  sqjet  de  juger  mal  d*eiQL^  &  voua  pfefaeri«  si 
vous  jugiez  qu'ils  font  bien. 

P.  J'ai  travaill^  les  Fdtes  &  les  Dimanches. 

C.  Quel  travail  avez-vous  fait  ? 

P.  J*aiattacb6avecunp(Mnt  d*aguillelecolet  an  pourpdmt  de  mon 
enfimt. 

C.  Cela  n'est  rien. 

P.  J'ai  jui^  Dieu. 

C.  Vous  avez  jui€  Dieu,  voilk  qui  est  fort  scandaleux  k  une  femme ; 
k  comment  disiez-voitt?  ^ 

P.  JediBoisMaft^. 

C.  Celane  s'appelle  pas  jurer  Dieu,  mais  seulement  jurer  sa  foi>  et 
quoiqu'il  nele  MUe  jamais  dire  ce  n'est  pas  to^Jours  un  p6di€. 

P.  J'ai  bksphdm^. 

C.  Conmient  disiez-vous? 

P.  Je disois  Chienne  k  ma vache! ! 
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Of  Romances,  I  bought  terribly  coarse  editions  of 
Mmh  de  B^Hirthctu^,  Falentin  et  Orson,  and  the  JPozir 
&ms  of  Aipnxm.  However,  I  knew  they  wouW  be  ac- 
cq>tsble  to  some  of  our  curious  friends ;  though  I  am  well 
aware  that  Palmerin  would  not  exchelnge  his  English 
FntsT  EDITION  of  the  second  of  these  Romances  for  a 
8hq>-load  of  such  gipsey  copies  as  ^^  are  to  be  sold"  at 
Ltcrtoe-Labbey's.  Upon  the  whole,  our  own  presses, 
even  in  country-towns,  put  forth  better  impressions  of 
popular  tales :  but  what  is  novel,  especially  in  a  fo^ 
reign  iond^  is  generally  acceptable ;  and  I  am  almost 
lutouned  to  think  how  many  sous,  or  rather  francs^  I 
bave  expended  upon  the  BiUiothique  Bleue !  There 
is  one  thing,  my  dear  friend,  which  I  must  fhmkly  de- 
clare, to  you  as  entitled  to  distinct  notice  and  especiid 
coituaendation.  It  is — the  method  of  teaching  ^^  ca- 
techisms'' of  a  difierent  and  higher  order — ^I  mean  the 
CHURCH  CATBOHisMs.  Both  the  Cathedral  and  the 
Abbey  of  St.Ouen  have  numerous  side  chapels.  Within 
tiiese  side  chapels  are  collected,  on  stated  days  of  the 
we^  the  yotmg  of  both  sexes.  They  are  arranged  in 
a  circle.  A  priest,  in  his  white  robes,  is  seated,  or 
stands,  <  in  the  centre  oi  tibem.  He  exan^nes,  ques- 
tions, corrects,  or  commends,  as  the  opportunity  csdls 
for.  His  maimer  is  winning  and  persuasive.  His 
action  is  admirable.  The  lads  shew  him  great  respect, 
and  are  rarely  rude  or  seen  to  lai^h.  Those  who  aiK 
swer  wdl,  and  pay  the  greater  attention,  receive,  wfth 
words  of  oommendatioa,  gemieiAtd  upon  the  head— 
and  I  could,  not  but  consider  the  blush,  with  which 
this  mark  of  favour  was  usually  received,  as  so  many 
presages  of  future  excellence  in  the  youth.    I  once 
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witnessed  a  most  ctetermii^  catechetical  kctare  <^ 
g^ls ;  who  might  be  called^  in  the  language  of  their 
matrimonial  catechism,  '^  des  grandes  filles.'*  It  was 
on  an  evening  in  the  Chapel  of  My  Lady  in  St.  Ouen^s 
Abbey,  that  this  examination  took  place.  Two  el- 
derly priests  attended.  The  responses  of  the  fe- 
males were  as  quick  as  they  were  correct ;  the  eye 
being  always  invariably  fixed  upon  the  pavement, 
accompanied  with  a  gravity  and  even  piety  of  expres- 
»on.  A  large  group  of  mothers,  with  sundry  spec- 
tators, were  in  attendance, — and  perceiving  we  were 
English,  both  teachers  and  pupils  seemed  to  exert 
themselves  with  greater  energy.  At  length  a  question 
was  put,  to  which  a  supposed  incorrect  response  was 
given.  It  was  repeated,  and  the  same  answer  fol- 
lowed. The  priest  hesitated :  something  like  vexation 
was  kindling  in  his  cheek,  while  the  utmost  calmness 
and  confidence  seemed  to  mark  the  countenance  of  the 
examinant.  The  attendant  mothers  were  struck  with 
surprise.  A  silence  for  one  minute  ensued.  The  ques- 
tion related  to  the  ^^  Holy  Spirit.*"  The  priest  gently 
approached  the  girl,  and  softly  articulated — ^^  Mais, 
ma  ch^re  considerez  un  pen,** — and  repeated  the  ques- 
tion. ^^  Mon  pere,  (yet  more  sc^ly,  rejmned  the  pupil) 
j*ai  bien  consider^e,  et  je  crois  que  c'est  comme  je  vous 
Fai  d^j^  dit."*  The  Priest  crossed  his  hands  upon  his 
breast... brought  down  his  eye-brows  in  a  thinking 
mood  • .  •  and  turning  quickly  round  to  the  girl, 
addressed  her  in  the  most  afiectionate  tone  of  voice — 
^^  Ma  petite, — tu  as  bien  dit ;  et  j'avois  tort.'*  I  shall 
never  forget  the  expression  of  the  girl.    She  curtsied, 
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blushed ...  and  with  eyes^  from  which  tears  seemed 
ready  to  start,  surveyed  the  circle  of  spectators... 
caught  the  approving  glance  of  her  mother,  and  sunk 
triumphantly  upon  her  chair — with  the  united  admira- 
tion of  teachers,  companions,  parents  and  spectators ! 
The  whole  was  conducted  with  the  most  perfect  pro- 
priety ;  and  the  pastors  did  not  withdraw  till  they 
were  fieurly  exhausted.  Candour  obliges  one  to  confess 
that  this  reciprocity  of  zeal,  on  the  part  of  master  and 
pupil,  is  equally  creditable  to  both  parties — and  espe- 
cially serviceable  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  morality. 
B^;ween  complins  and  vespers,  on  the  Sabbath,  it  i^ 
ddightfid  to  observe  this  attention  to  the  performance 
of  clerical  duties. 

We  approach  by  degrees  the  book-thbmb  in  all  its 
plenitude  of  discussion.  Of  Booksellers,  the  principal 
is  the  house  of  JFVere,  situated  on  the  Quai  de  Paris, 
no.  70.  Whether  the  father  be  living,  I  have  forgotten 
to  enquire  ;  but  if  civility,  quickness,  and  intelligence 
be  the  chief  requisite  of  a  bibliopolist,  the  young  Frere 
stands  not  in  need  of  parental  aid  for  the  prosperity  of 
his  business.  His  sisters  are  also  very  active  in  their  se- 
veral capacities.  The  premises,  although  not  large,  are 
sufficiently  commodious.  The  more  respectable  literati 
of  Rouen  come  to  read,  to  lounge,  and  to  gossip  in  the 
upper  room :  in  the  manner  ot  our  own  literati  at  Mr. 
Murray's  more  costly  suite  of  apartments  in  Alb^narle 
Street.  From  one  comer  of  this  upper  room,  I  wap 
surprised  and  delighted,  on  ray  first  entrance,  by  the 
notes  of  a  warbling  canary.  This  bird  is  taught  to  sing 
opera  and  concerto  airs — and  at  particular  periods 
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<*  *t  will  discourse  most  eloquent  music.**  The  eflSwjt  is 
HOt  unpleasiug,  especially  as  the  soundis  infinitely  softer 
and  mellower  than  the  generally  shrill  and  penetrating 
notes  of  that  bird:  and,  peradventure,  occasionally 
somewhat  more  grateftil  than  the  notes  of  the  said 
loun^ng  literati !  From  the  windows  of  this  room  you 
have  also  a  good  view  of  the  bustle  of  the  quay,  and 
of  the  movements  wMcb  take  place  on  the  river  Seine ; 
wl^le,  within,  you  may  discoure  with  an  ancient  white- 
crossed  Bourbonist,  a  suppressed  Buonapartist,  an 
abb^,  a  chevalier,  a  barrister,  a  critic,  or  a  student. 
Here  I  met  the  amiable  and  well-informed  Monsieur 
Adam  ;  a  gentleman,  whose  kindness  and  pleasing  con- 
versation only  makes  me  regret  that  the  period  is  last 
approaching  when  I  am  probably  to  take  leave  of  him 
for  ever. 

Of  the  remaining  booksellers  in  our  way,  I  need  only 
notice  Le  Maitre  and  Le  Roux.  The  former,  who  has 
a  very  good  stock  of  literary  publications,  lives  in  the 
Place  St  Ouen. .  and  it  was  here  that  I  hunted  down 
the  fine  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  the  French  version 
of  the  New  Testament  (printed  at  Lyons  about  the 
yeAr  1478),  of  which  (as  you  may  remember)  I  had 
got  scent,  at  a  stall,  close  to  the  portal  of  St.  MacUm. 
You  may  be  sure  that  I  scrupled  not  to  give  fifteen 
francs  for  this  desirable  copy — in  its  ancient  monastic 
iHuding.  I  bought  here  a  French  version  of  the  first 
volume  only  of  Strutfs  Manners  and  Customs,  ^. 
with  a  great  number  of  the  plates,  for  eight  fi^ancs : 
and  a  copy  of  the  BibUothique  Fran^oise  of  Goujet 

*  See  p.  81^  ante. 
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for  twenty-five  francs.  This  latter  has  been  sold  for 
£4. 4s.  in  our  own  country ;  but  to  my  joy  I  have  found 
that  it  might  be  obtained  for  one  half  that  sum.  Let  me 
here  make  honourable  mention  of  the  kind  offices  of 
Monsieur  Langchamp,  who  volunteered  his  friendly 
services  in  walking  over  half  the  town  with  me,  to  shew 
me  what  he  justly  considered  as  the  most  worthy  of 
observation.  It  is  impossible  for  a  generous  mind  to 
refuse  its  testimony  to  the  ever  prompt  kindness  of  a 
wdl-bred  Frenchman,  in  rendering  you  all  the  services 
in  his  power.  Enquire  the  way, — and  you  have  not 
only  a  finger  quickly  pointing  to  it,  but  the  owner  of 
the  finger  must  also  put  himself  in  motion  to  accom* 
pany  you  a  short  distance  upon  the  route,  and  that 
too  uncovered !  ^^  Mais,  Monsieur,  mettez  votre  cha- 
peau. .  je  yous  en  prie . .  mille  pardons.''  ^^  Monsieur  ne 
dites  pas  un  seul  mot . .  pour  roon  chapeau,  qu'il  reste 
k  son  aise.** 

Upon  the  whole,  the  soil  of  Rouen  is  not  at  present 
fertile  in  the  curious  lore  of  antiquity ; — however  it 
might  have  once  yielded  a  rich  harvest  from  the  pro- 
lific seeds  sown  by  Morin,  Tailleur,  and  Valentin.  I 
groped  about  in  all  directions ;  and  to  an  hundred 
earnest  enquiries  for  something  curious,  or  rare,  or 
ancient,  was  answered  that  I  ought  to  have  been 
there  in  the  year  1814,  when  Paris  was  first  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Allies — that  my  countrymen  had 
preceded  me,  and  had  left  nothing  for  future  gleaners. 
I  bought  however  of  Lemaitre  the  last  unsold  copy, 
probably  in  Rouen,  as  well  as  in  his  own  warehouse,  of 
Pammerat/e's  History  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen,  to 
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which  I  have  so  frequently  alluded^  and  for  which  I  was 
glad  to  give  a  dozen  francs. 

I  find  I  cannot  include  the  wh<de  of  my  hook-theme 
in  this  my  intended  last  Rouen  dispatch — as  I  have 
one  or  two  private  collectors  to  notice ;  and  as  the  ac- 
count of  the  Public  Library  and  Picture  Gallery ^  &c. 
must  be  considered  at  least  worthy  of  a  separate 
epistle.  Among  these  book-collectors^  or  antiquaries^ 
let  me  speak  with  becoming  praise  of  the  amiable  and 
accomplished  M.  Augusts  Le  Prbvost  —  who  is 
considered,  by  competent  judges,  to  be  the  best  anti- 
quary in  Rouen.*    Mr.  Dawson  Turner,  (a  name,  in 

^  the  best  Antiquary  m  RouenJ] — ^This  gentleman  is  a  belles-lettres 
Antiquary  of  the  highest  order.  His  "  M^moire  feasant  suite  h,  I'Es- 
sai  snr  les  Romans  historiques  du  moyen  ^**  may  teach  modem 
Normans  not  to  despair  when  death  shall  have  laid  low  their  present 
oracle  the  Abbe*  db  la  Rub.  This  m^moire,  printed  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Rouen  Society  fur  1816>  p.  117-141>  is  written  in  excel- 
lent taste  and  with  sound  critical  acumen.  It  is  followed  by  the  same 
gentleman^s  '^  remarks  upon  the  abbey  chiut^h  of  St.  Ouen*' — and 
upon ''  the  drawings  relating  to  its  ancient  construction.'*  At  page 
151,  M.  Le  Prevost  speaks^  in  a  dignified  style  of  severity,  of  the  de- 
struction of  ancient  monuments  of  art — **  Encore  quelques  ann^es^ 
diront-ils,  (observes  he)  et  k  Texoeption  d'un  petit  nombre  d'Mfices 
d*une  utility  pressante  et  imm^diate^  nous  aurons  vu  disparaitre  tout 
ce  qu*ont  ^lev^  nos  anc6tres :— ces  6glises,  ces  convents,  ces  palais, 
ces  chateaux,  toutes  ces  constructions  consacr^es  k  la  religion,  k  la 
repr^ntation  ou  k  Futility  publique.  Une  population  k-la-fois  su- 
perbe  et  fnvole,  d^pensi^re  et  mesquine,  a  pris  la  place  de  ces  sages 
et  pieuaes  generations,  aust^reset  tomomes  dans  kftd^taib  habituels  de 
la  vie  priv^e,  mais  si  magnifiques  dans  les  grandes  occasions,  et  qui 
blitissaient  comme  les  Romains  pour  retemite,*'  p.  151.  This  is 
eloquent,  but  it  is  also  just.  M.  Le  Prevost  was  one  in  the  commis- 
sion with  Messrs.  Gourdin,  Descamps,  de  Bois-H^bert,  Vauquelin^ 
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in  our  own  country  synonymous  with  all  that  is  libe^ 
rai  and  enlightened  in  matters  of  yirtii)  was  so  oblige 
ing  as  to  give  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  him. 
Unluckily  he  has  been  ^navoidably  absent  during  half 
the  time  of  my  stay  here.  M.  Le  Prevost  had  reason 
to  exult  in  shewing  me  the  following  books. 

Romances  Nvevamente  sacados  de  Historias  anti- 
guas  de  la  Cronica  de  EspSna  compuestos  par  Loren^ 
de  Sepulueda,  &c.  en  Anvers,  1566.     12mo. 

Another  edition^  1580.     12mo. 

For  the  first,  the  fortunate  owner  gave  four  sous — 
and  for  the  second,  six  sous  only — at  Rouen. 

Cancionero  General,  1573. 8vo.  The  table  MS. :  but 
bought  at  the  sale  of  La  Sema  Santander's  library  for 
40  francs  only. 

Leonis  Papas  SermoneSy  1470 :  printed  by  Sweyn- 
heym  and  Ptonartz,  folio.  A  cropt  and  rather  indiffe- 
rent copy. 

Chrysostomi  Sermones,  &c.  1470:  printed  in  the 
Eusebian  monastery.  A  clean  and  sound  copy ;  ex- 
hibiting the  peculiarity  which  is  mentioned  in  a  note 
(vol.  i.  p.  409)  in  the  Bibliographical  Decameron. 

Missale  Rothomagense,  1499,  folio.  Without  the 
device  in  front.  A  fine  copy :  but  with  two  leaves  MS. 

A  beautiful  Missal  hy  Pigouchet  upon  vellum,  in 
8vo.  in  the  original  binding. 

M.  Le  Prevost  very  justly  discredits  any  remains 
of  Roman  masonry  at  Rouen  ;  but  he  will  not  be  dis- 

and  Ddsoria,  to  give  an  account  of  the  more  precious  relics  of  art  yet 
existing  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  St.  Ouen--of  which  the  dbstbuc- 
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pleased  to  see  that  the  only  existing  relics  of  the  castle 
or  town  walls,  have  been  copied  by  the  pencil  of  a 
late  travelling  friend.  What  you  here  behold  is  pro- 
bably of  the  fourteenth  century. 
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The  next  boc^-coltector  in  commencbtion  of  whom 
I  am  bound  to  speak^  is  Monsibur  Duputbl;  a 
member^  as  well  as  M.  Le  Prevost,  of  the  Academy  of 
Bdles-Lettres  at  Rouen.  The  Abb6  Turquier  conducted 
me  thither ;  and  I  founds  in  the  owner  of  a  choice  col- 
lection of  books^  a  well-bred  gentleman  and  a  most 
hearty  bibliomaniac.  He  has  comparatively  a  small 
library ;  but,  withal,  some  very  curious,  scarce,  and 
interesting  volumes.  M.  Duputel  is  smitten  with  that 
amiable  and  enviable  passion, — ^the  love  of  printing  for 
private  distribution — thus  meriting  to  become  a  sort  of 
Roxburghe  Associate.  He  was  so  good  as  to  b^  my 
acceptance  of  the  ^^  nouvelle  Edition''  of  his  ^^  Bagatelles 
PoMqueSy'  printed  in  an  octavo  volume  of  about  112 
pages,  at  Rouen,  in  1816.  I  took  it  home  and  quickly 
examined  its  contents.  An  advertisement,  following 
the  title  page,  tells  us  that  ^^  of  this  new  edition,  which 
is  not  printed  for  sale,  there  are  only  eighty  copies 
printed — and  those  copies,  which  have  not  the  signa- 
tBBtt  oi  the  author  subjoined,  must  be  considered  as 
Mnnterfeits.*'  Whether  any  speculator  has  had  the 
IVRnfiliood  to  counterfeit,  or  to  put  forth  a  spurious 
wfi&m  of,  these  rhymes,  I  have  never  had  an  opportu- 
A^  ci  ascertaining.  Perhaps  the  attempt  may  not 
1w  altogether  tanti.  However,  I  am  willing  that  M. 
Btapntel  should  speak  for  himself, — ^which  I  think  he 
does  somewhat  prettily  in  the  following  original  lines. 

La  Roie  ei  le  Ruisseau, 

Une  Rose  on  jour  se  mindt 
Dans  le  cristal  d*une  onde  claire ; 
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Mais,  pendant  qu*elle  s'admirate,— 
Du  bout  de  son  aile  l^re, 

Zephir  Teffeuille Le  Ruiaaeaa 

Repoit  sa  fragile  parure> 

Et  Tentratne  au  gr6  de  son  eau. 

Tel  est  Tordre  de  la  nature, 

Ainsi,  CbHoi,  ces  agr^ens, 

Dont  aiyourdliui  vous  semblez  vainej 

S'^couleront  avee  le  terns. 

Qui,  dans  sa  course,  ks  entraine. 

p.  10. 

The  version  from  the  German  fable^  and  from  our 
Prior's  well-known  beantiful  little  poem^  are  certainly 
very  creditable  to  a  muse  which  boasts  only  a  "  trifling** 
degree  of  inspiration.     Receive  them  with  courtesy. 

Ma  Solitude. 

Loin  des  temp^tes  du  monde, 
.  Dans  cet  asile  enchanteur, 
Au  sein  d*une  paix  profbnde, 
J'ai  trouv€  le  vrai  bonheur. 

II  fuit  renceinte  des  villes, 
S^jour  que  les  passions. 
En  erreurs  toigours  fertiles, 
Remplissent  d'iUusions. 

Leur  sMuisante  imposture, 
Voudrait  en  vain  m*^loiiir ; 
Des  bienfoits  de  la  nature 
Ici  j*apprends  k  jouir. 

Dans  ces  riantes  prairies, 
Quand  je  vois  de  dairs  ruissetux 
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Le  long  des  rhres  fleuries 
Rouler  leors  Ihnpides  eaax, 

Le  seul  destio  que  j'envie 
Est  de  voir^  comme  leurs  cours^ 
Fdsiblement  de  ma  vie 
Couler  les  rapides  jours. 


Puisse  VEcho  solitaire 
De  ces  tranquilles  vallons^ 
Modeste  Andelle,  se  plaire 
A  r^pdter  ses  chansons ! 


p.  57. 


La  GuhrUmde^ 
Traduction  de  V Anglais  de  Prior. 

Pour  omer  de  Chlo^  les  cheveux  ondoyans, 
Panni  les  fleurs  nouTellement  Closes 
Xavais  choisi  les  lis  ks  plus  briUans, 

Les  (Billets  les  plus  beaux^  et  les  plus  fratches  roses. 

Ma  Cblo^  sur  son  front  les  plapa  le  matin : 
Alors  on  vit  c^er  sans  peine» 
Leur  vif  6clat  k  celui  de  son  teint, 
Leur  doux  parAim  k  ceux  de  son  haleine. 

De  ses  attraits  ces  fleurs  paraissaient  s'embdlir, 
Et  sur  ses  blonds  cheveux  les  bergers,  les  berg^res 
Les  voyaient  se  foner  avec  plus  de  plaisir 
Qu'ils  ne  les  voyaient  naitre  an  miliett  des  parterres. 

Mais^  le  soir>  quand  leur  sein  fl^tri 
Eut  cess^  d*exhaler  son  odeur  s^uisante, 

EUe  fixa^  d*un  regard  attendri, 
Cette  guixUnde^  h61as!  n'agubres  si  brillante. 
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Des  larmes  aimi-tAt  ooaknt  de  ses  beaux  yeux. 

Que  d'^oquence  dans  ces  krmes ! 
Jamais  pour  rezprimer^  le  langage  des  dieux^ 
Tout  sublime  qu'il  est^  n'aurait  assez  de  channes. 

En  feignant  dlgoorer  ce  tendre  sentimeat ; 

''  Pourquoi>*'  lui  dis-je^  "  6  ma  sensible  amie, 
"  Pourquoi  veraer  des  pleurs?  et  par  quel  changement 
'^  Abandonner  ton  ame  ^  la  melancholie  V* 

*'  Vois-tu  comme  ces  fleurs  languissent  tristement  ?** 
Me  dit,  en  soupirant>  ce  moraliste  aimaUe, 

*^  De  leur  firaicheur^  en  im  moment, 
"  S'est  €clips^  le  charme  pen  durable* 

''  Tel  est,  h^las !  notre  destin, 
<'  Fleur  de  beauts  ressemble  k  celles  des  prairies  -, 
"  On  les  Toit  toutes  deux  naltre  ayeo  le  matin, 

"  Etd^lesoir  Hre  flaries. 

'^  Estelle  hier  encor  brillait  dans  nos  hameaux, 
''  Et  Vamour  attirait  les  beigers  sur  ses  traces ; 
''  De  la  mort,  aiyourd*hui,  rim[ntoyable  fonlx 
**  A  moissonn^  sa  jeunesse  et  ses  graces. 

"  Soumise  aux  m^mes  lois,  peut-^tre  que  demain, 
'*  Comme  elle  aussii  Damon,  j'aurai  cess^  devirre .... 
''  Consacre  dans  tes  vers  la  cause  du  chagrin 

"  Auquel  ton  amante  se  livre.** 

p.  92. 

The  last  and  not  the  least  of  book-collectors,  which 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting,  is  Monsieur 
RiAux ;  of  whose  very  dioice  collection  I  have  indeed 
already  had  occasion  to  make  slight  mention.  With 
respect  to  what  may  be  called  a  Rouennoisb  Li- 
brary, that  of  M.  Riaux  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
any  which  I  have  seen ;  although  I  am  not  sure  whether 
M.  Le  Prevost*s  collection  contain  not  nearly  as  many 
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bo(4c8«  He  promised  me  a  list  of  his  works  relating 
to  the  antiquities  of  Normandy  in  general,  but  I  fear 
I  must  leave  this  place  without  it.  I  shall  not  however 
easily  forget  his  fine  copy  of  the  Images  de  Philostraiey 
(always  a  shewy  book)  formerly  in  the  library  of  Db 
Thou.  M.  Riaux  is  himself  a  man  of  first-rate  book 
enthusiasm  ;  and  unites  the  avocations  of  his  business 
with  the  gratification  oi  his  literary  appetites^  in  a 
manner  which  does  him  infinite  honour.  A  city  like 
Rouen  should  have  a  host  of  such  inhabitants :  smd 
the  govemm^it^  when  it  begins  to  breathe  a  little  from 
recent  embarrassments^  wiU^  I  hope^  cherish  and  sup- 
port that  finest  of  all  patriotic  feelings^ — a  desire  to 
preserve  the  relics^  manners^  and  customs  of  past 
AGss.  Normandy  is  fertile  beyond  conception  in 
objects  which  may  gratify  the  most  unbounded  passion 
in  this  pursuit.  It  is  the  country  wha^  formerly  the 
harp  of  the  minstrel  poured  forth  some  of  its  sweetest 
strains ;  and  the  lay  and  the  fEtbliaux  of  the  xiith  and 
xiiith  centuries^  which  delist  us  in  the  text  of 
Sainte  Palaye^  and  in  the  versions  of  Way^  owed  their 
existence  to  the  combined  spirit  of  chivalry  and  lite- 
rature^  which  never  slumbered  upon  the  shores  of  Nor- 
mandy !  But  do  not  let  me  omit  telling  you  of  a  very 
singular  character,  a  priest  of  the  name  of  ..••.. .  who 
lives  in  the  vicinity  of  Rouen.  He  is  the  keenest  of  all 
bibliomaniacal  hunters ;  and  evinced,  in  a  late  acqui- 
sition, the  spring  of  a  tiger  with  the  eye  of  a  lynx. 
He  bought  at  Rouen  the  rarest  of  all  rare  Mysteries,* 
for  a  few  sous.  Within  three  weeks  of  the  purchase, 
I  was  told  that  Monsieur  Van-Praet,  made  the  irresis- 

*  ^  Lei  blasphemateurs  du  nom  de  Dtet».*' 
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tible  offer  of  750  francs  for  the  acquisition  of  it ! . . . 
and  it  is  now  reposing  upon  the  shelves  of  the  royal 
library.  "  Thinks  I  to  myself—**  I  will  see  this  smd 
mystery  when  I  reach  Paris;  but  ere  that  event 
take  place^  I  have  Cathedrals^  and  Libraries  in  abun- 
dance to  visit.  Upon  the  whole^  it  may  be  sa£dy 
affirmed  that  accident  only  can  present  the  most 
diligent  enquirer  after  old  and  curious  books,  with 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  satis&ctory  result  from 
his  searches.  Rouen  has  been  thoroughly  weeded: 
or  rather  little  better  than  weeds,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  books,  now  present  themselves  to  the  eye  of  the 
travelling  collector.  To  be  successfril,  you  must  be 
stationary  for  a  few  months :  as  there  is  no  time  for 
a  temporary  inhabitant  to  make  experimental  journeys 
to  neighbouring  Arillages,  or  to  neighbouring  private 
collections.  One  more  letter^  and  then — ^fitrewell  to 
Rouen! 
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THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.   ACCOUNT  OF  SOME  OF  THE 
MORE  CURIOUS  AND  RARE  MSS.  AND  PRINTED  BOOKS. 

The  clock  of  the  Cathedral  has  struck  eleven,  and  it 
is  high  time  to  visit  the  Public  Library.  In  other  words, 
this  Public  Library  is  open  every  day,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Thursday,  from  ten  till  two.  M.  Gourdin, 
the  principal  librarian,  is  an  intelligent  and  experienced 
bibliographer ;  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  two  good 
treatises  upon  the  famous  Missal  and  Benedictiona- 
riusy — the  oldest  and  most  curious  of  their  illuminated 
manuscripts.  Of  these,  presently.  M.  Fossard  is 
the  sub-librarian ;  and  M.  Fossard  shall  always  have 
my  best  thanks  and  kindest  reminiscences  for  the 
obU^ng  and  even  laborious  manner  in  which  he  was 
pleased  to  verify  some  readings  and  transcribe  a 
portion  of  a  MS.  of  Robertus  Montensis — to  satisfy 
our  friend  *  *  ♦.  At  present,  M.  Fossard  has  some- 
what to  learn  in  his  bibliographical  calling;  but  an 
early  period  of  life,  and  a  willing,  well-regulated,  and 
well-educated  mind  can  accomplish  any  thing.  He  is 
a  sprightly  and  pleasing  young  man;  and  facilitated  my 
researches  with  unintermitting  assiduity.  He  would 
fill  up  the  intervals  of  bibliographical  gossip  by  expa- 
tiating, in  raptures,  upon  the  beautiul  blue  eyes  of  a 
four  English  Lady,  whom  he  once  saw  in  the  great 
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library — ^looking  at  the  huge  folio  Missal  of  which  some 
notice  has  been  taken  in  the  pages  of  a  certain  work 
called  the  Bibliographical  Decameron.*  Of  this 
splendid  volume^  by  and  by. 

Meanwhile  it  is  necessary  that  yon  should  know  all 
about  the  scite  upon  which  this  respectable  edifice 
is  built.  Turn  to  one  of  my  former  letters,  if  you 
happen  not  to  have  burnt  it,  and  you  will  find  mention 
made  of  a  certain  ancient  refectory  running  at  right 
angles  with  the  north  side  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouep. 
This  was  taken  down;  and  the  present  Hotel  j>b 
ViLLE  built  either  upon  the  scite  of,  or  contiguous  to 
it.  The  building  is  respectable  from  its  size  rather 
than  from  its  beauty.  The  offices  of  government 
occupy  the  ground  and  first  floors,  and  the  Public 
Oallery  of  Pictures y  and  PuhUc  Library  ^  running  in 
parallel  lines,  fill  the  whole  of  the  second  or  upper 
floor.  The  staircase,  leading  to  all  the  public  depart* 
ments>  are  airy  and  elegant ;  especially  that  conduct- 
ing to  the  Library  and  Kcture  Gallery.  I  was  shewn, 
as  an  unrivalled  specimen  of  masonry,  the  flying  stiiir- 
case  to  one  of  the  government  offices ;  but  observed 
that  we  had  two  similar  and  rather  superior  specimens 
—one  at  Somerset  House,  and  the  other  at  Dmry-lane 
TTieatre.  For  a  provincial  town,  the  Library  and 
Picture  Gallery  are  two  noble  institutions.  Of  the 
pictiu*es,  seen  at  all  times,  without  fee,  by  strangers, 
I  will  only  observe,  that,  amidst  a  great  deal  of  glaring 
trash,  sent  thither  from  Paris  to  astonish  the  Rouen- 
nois,  I  saw   with   great  satis&ction   a  curious  old 

♦  See  Vol.  I.  p.  dxxxiv. 
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picture  contaming  the  portraits  of  the  chiefis  of  Ihe 
League — ^for  which  I  learnt  that  one  of  the  Princes  of 
l2ie  Blood  was  willing  to  give  a  considerable  sum.  Th^re 
is  also  a  good  early  picture  or  two^  su{qpo8ed  to  be  by 
Jolm  Fan  Eyk — an  early  RaffaeUe  of  the  entombing  of 
Clirist^  somewhat  in  his  Perugino  manner — and^  better 
than  many  dozens  of  surrounding  omam^its^  a  fine 
St.  Francis^  by  Jnnibal  Caracci ;  worthy  of  all  his  Tugfa 
rqiutation.  The  La  Hires  and  Jouvenets  cover  count- 
lets  square  feet;  ami  seem  to  be  estimated  rather 
fircMn  thdr  size  than  by  their  merit.  A  little  tender 
Rafbelle^  or  elegant  Parmegiano^  is  worth  a  ship4oad 
oi  such  gaudy  colouring  and  unmeaning  composition. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  of  the  two  long  rooms^  or 
galleries  of  pictures^  is  placed  a  whole-length  statue^ 
in  terra  cotta,  of  Cornbillb — a  native^  and  the  boast 
of  Rouen.  It  is  in  a  sitting  posture ;  and  has  very  con- 
sidefable  merit.  The  countenance  is  full  of  expression ; 
buttlienose^  though  sufficiently  prominent,  is  somewhat 
flattened — contrary  to  the  medallic  representation  of 
his  countenance,  which  exhibits  it  rather  aquiline. 
Every  fi^^ility  is  afforded  to  artists,  male  and  female^ 
to  copy  the  treasures  of  this  collection;  and  we 
saw,  with  equal  pleasure  and  surprise,  two  ladies, 
and  one  Major  of  the  National  Guard,  (the  latter  in 
long  spurs  and  hessian  boots,  with  a  due  portion  of 
mustachios)  busied  in  covering  no  small  quantity 
of  canvas  with  subjects  not  remarkable  for  their  beauty 
or  expression.* 

*  TheFounder  of  the  Academy  of  Painting  atRot^N  was  Monsieur 
DsscAMPS^  a  young  Flemish  painter,  who  happened  to  be  passing 
that  way  in  the  year  1740>  in  his  route  to  England  by  Havre.    Des* 
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Ini^proacliingthe  Pubmc  LiBBARY^you  passthradi^ 
a  well-proportioned  but  not  a  very  large  room^  in  which 
the  sittings  of  the  Academy  of  Rouen  are  held.  A 
marble  bust  of  the  present  King  is  at  one  end  of  it. 
The  view  from  the  opposite  side,  or  from  the  range 
erf*  windows  in  the  Library,  is  really  exhilarating.  Tins 
view  commands  some  of  the  gently  rising  emineiioes 
in  the  environs  of  the  town ;  and  M.  Gourdin,  who 
lives  behind  one  of  these  eminences,  told  me  that  he 
retired  thither,  and  returned  from  thence,  every  day  to 
the  performance  of  his  public  duties  in  the  Library. 
After  passing  the  before-mentioned  room,  you  enter 
the  second — ^which  is  designated  the  Reading-room : 
here  the  books,  of  whatever  description  you  stand  in 
need,  are  regularly  brought  to  you.  The  library,  whwe 
these  books  are  kept,  maybe  full  one  hundred  English 

camps  vraa  strongly  urged  to  alter  his  views  by  Messrs.  Cideville, 
Bourdonnaye,  and  I^ecat^  and  to  settle  at  Rouen,  and  become  the 
founder  of  a  School  of  Painting  there.  About  the  year  1750  the  eska* 
blishment  was  perfected.  Descamps  is  better  known  by  his  ^eg^ 
performance  entitled  '^  La  Vie  des  Peintres  Flamandei,  AUemands  ei 
HoUandoii,  arec  des  portraits  graves,  1753,  8vo.  4  vols.  Hie  engrav- 
ings, of  which  FicQUBT  executed  several,  are  supposed  by  some  to 
constitute  the  chief  merit  of  this  woik.  It  was  translated  into  Duta^, 
and  HouBRAKEN  exhibited  his  unrivalled  talents  in  executing  several 
of  the  heads.  Lord  Spencer  has  a  collection  of  proofs  of  these  heads, 
grouped  without  order  and  without  letter-press»  in  a  quarto  form.  The 
grandson  of  Descamps,.  now  an  old  man,  is  the  professor  of  painting; 
and  a  very  civil  and  lively  old  gentleman  he  is.  If  the  reader  wish  for 
a  more  particular  account  of  the  pictures  in  the  Museum  at  Rooei^  he 
may  consult  TraveU  in  France  by  Lieut  HaU,  I8I9, 8vo ;  where,  how- 
ever, it  is  evidently  intended  only  as  a  subordinate  portion  of  that  gen- 
tleman's account  of  the  dty  of  Rouen. 
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feet  in  lengthy  of  a  proportionate  height  and  width. 
Hie  windows  are  large^.and  there  is  ample  light  for 
the.  survey  of  the  treasures  exhibited.  Among  these 
treasures,  at  the  further  end  of  the  room,  reposes, 
upon  a  small  table,  the  huge  folio  Missal  of  which  I 
heretofore  spake.  The  shew-man,  or  Cicerone,  an  old 
porter,  of  about  seventy,  advances  in  due  form,  and 
places  you  at  the  bottom  of  the  book,  while  he  stands 
at  the  top :  after  a  little  common-place  flourish,  the 
hard-hearted  creature  wets  his  huge  thumb,  and  turns 
over  the  leaves  by  fixing  it  precisely,  every  time,  in  the 
sdfHsame  spot.  In  consequence,  I  leave  you  to  judge 
of  the  frightful  appearance  of  the  mar^n  where  this 
begrimed  thumb  is  in  the  habit  of  alighting !  This  prac- 
tice is  most  heretical  and  abominable,  and  should  be 
instantly  corrected.  All  strangers,  and  especially  the 
English,  visit  this  graphic  curiosity  as  the  first  thing  to 
be  seen.  It  is  the  result  of  thirty  years  patient  and 
ingenious  toil.  The  character,  or  the  style  of  art,  may 
be  variously  criticised  ;  but  nothing  can  induce  you  to 
withhold  your  admiration  from  the  felicity  of  invention 
and  the  splendor  of  colouring  which  it  displays.  Having 
before  described  the  writing,  &c.  it  only  remains  to 
add  that  the  name  of  the  artist  was  D*£aubonne,  a 
Benedictin  monk,  and  that  he  died  in  1714. 

The  first  MS.  which  I  opened  to  examine  minutely, 
was  the  famous  Missal,  supposed  with  good  reason 
to  be  of  the  xith.  century ;  as  the  dominical  table 
extends  from  1000  to  1095.*   It  is  called  St.  Guthlac's 

*  Of  the  English  Saints,  we  observe,  in  the  Calendar,  the  names 
of  Cuthbert,  Quihlac,  Elfege  and  Etheldith^hnt  neither  Dunttan, 
nor  EiheUoold. 
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book;  and  the  first  sentence  contains  an  orison  for 
the  protection  of  that  saint.  It  is  a  fine  beantifiil 
volnme,  about  13  inches  in  length,  by  9  in  width.  I 
shall  be  psarticular  in  my  account  of  it.  llie  first  four 
leaves  are  written  in  the  usual  large  semi-Saxon  cha- 
racters of  the  time.  The  calendar  is  in  a  small  handi 
with  alternate  red,  blue,  and  gold.  In  the  opinimi  of 
the  Abb^  Gourdin,  this  is  not  only  a  very  copious,  but  a 
curious  calendar ;  at  the  end  of  which  we  observe  a 
short  poem,  in  hexameter  and  pentameter  verses,  upon 
the  lunar  revolutions,  the  days  of  the  wedk,  and  the 
months  of  the  year.  It  is  also  observable  tlat  they 
then  used  the  terms  of  the  Easter  Moon,  Rogation 
MooHy  and  fFhitsuntide  Moon.  In  the  prefieu^,  the 
name  of  each  person  is  noticed  for  idiom  mass 
for  the  repose  of  his  soul  is  said,  llie  prefid»ry 
matter  may  be  said  to  occupy  the  first  sixteen 
leaves.  The  leaves  immediately  succeeding  appear  to 
have  been  cut  out.  The  worii  itself  follows,  precisely 
in  the  character,  or  general  style,  of  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonshire's famous  Missal,  written  by  Godemann,  in  the 
xth.  century,  by  command  of  the  Great  Ethelwold.* 
The  illuminated  borders,  consisting  of  architectural 
ornaments,  in  colours  and  gold,  together  with  the  larger 
capital  letters,  are  very  splendidly  executed.  On  the  re- 
verse of  the  8th,  and  on  the  recto  of  the  9th,  leaf  of  the 
text,  begins  the  series  of  iUiiminated  subjects :  sueh 
as  the  Nativity,  Adoration  of  the  Magi,  8^c.  The 
Flight  into  Egypt  is  thus  singularly  represented  ;  Jo- 
seph being  made  to  carry  the  distafi^  of  Mary. 

*  See  the  BibUographical  Decamertm ;  toI.  i.  p.  lix. 
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All  these  are  within  a  sort  of  architectural  border, 
or  frame  work.  Among  the  subsequent  subjects,  the 
Betrayal  of  Christ  is  not  very  inaptly  treated;  the 
figures  are  about  three  inches  in  height,  and  the  border 
is  here  very  good.  The  Crucifixion  and  the  taking 
down  from  the  Cross  follow  ;  in  the  latter,  the  figure 
of  the  mother  of  Christ  is  rather  touchingly  executed. 
In  the  Resurrection,  the  angel  upon  the  tomb  is  pre- 
cisely in  the  style  of  art  of  that  in  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire's book ;  but,  the  composition  is  less  spirited.  On 
the  recto  of  the  leaf  where  the  Day  of  Pentecost  occu- 
pies the  reverse,  the  border  encircles  a  text  entirely 
gold-  On  the  reverse  of  the  106th  leaf  is  the  following 
figure,  intended  for  St.  Peter ;  the  text  on  the  oppo- 
«te  page,  in  letters  of  gold^  relating  to  him. 
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It  may  be  worth  informing  you  that  the  hair  of  the 
Saint  is  light  blue ;  his  vestment,  or  upper  garment 
green — his  under  garment,  orange  :  the  glory,  gold  : 
the  book,  gold ;  and  the  footstool  gold.  The  illuminar 
tion  for  All  Saints  Day  is  fresh  and  good.     That  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOUEN.  169 

Si.  Andrew  is  particularly  brilliaiit ;  the  oppoBite  page 
<^  text  is  gold«  Hie  representation  of  the  Trinity  k 
torn  out :  the  text^  opposite^  is  in  capitals  of  gold* 
After  the  100th  leaf— ^^  $[nc^it  9^ita  ptO  ittfirmitf /' 
Hie  text  concludes  on  the  reverse  of  the  201st  leaf. 
Upon  the  whole  this  is  a  volume  of  great  intrinsic 
curiosity^  and  considering  its  age^  is  in  a  fine  state  of 
preservation. — It  belonged  formerly  to  the  Abbey  of 
Jumi^;es;  as  is  evident  from  the  following  coeval 
memorandum: — ^written  in  the  hand-writing  of  Robert 
Bishop  of  London  (afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury), who  was  formerly  head  of  that  Monastery,  and 
who  died  there  in  1053 :  It  is  as  follows ;  being  an 
anathema  against  any  ftiture  purloiner  of  the  volume — 
^^  Quern  si  quis  vi  vel  dolo  sen  quoquo  modo  isti  loco 
snbtraxerit,  animae  suse  propter  quod  fecerit  detrimen- 
tum  patiatur  atque  de  libro  viventium  deleatur  et  cum 
justis  non  scribatur/* 

We  must  now  take  a  peep  at  the  companion  of 
the  foregoing  old-&shioned  treasure.  This  is  emphar- 
tically  called  the  Benbdictionarius.  It  is  a  curious 
volume ;  perhaps  of  equal — ^perhaps  of  greater — anti- 
quity :  being  about  half  an  inch  shorter,  and  having 
twenty-two  lines  in  a  fall  page.  The  text  is  general^ 
executed  in  larger  letters.  The  illuminations  (de- 
scribed by  M.  Gourdin*)  are  larger,  coarser,  and  fewer 
in  number  than  those  in  the  Missal.    The  first  speci- 

*  described  by  M,  Gourdin^  Notwithstanding  this  worthy  Abb^ 
and  most  respectable  librarian  has  published  a  sort  of  critical  disser* 
tation  upon  this  ''  old-fashioned  tre^isure,**  in  the  transactions  of  the 
Rouen  Society  for  1812^  p.  164 — 174 — in  which  he  is  pleased  to  give 
tiie  preference  to  the  illuminations  in  the  BenedkUonanue  over  those 

"VOh,  I.  L 
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men  of  frame-work  bwdering  is  broad  and  bold.    The 
second  similar  specimen  encloses  the  angd  upon  the 

of  die  BHital  jvst  above  described — ^I  v^tore  to  differ  fhim  him 
entirdy  in  such  condusion.  His  criticism  is  thus :  ''  Les  figures  en 
sont  beaucoup  plus  mal  dessin^  que  celles  du  Binedktumnaire,  maps 
on  peut  dire  que  Tor  est  prodigu^  dans  ce  manuscrit^ — that  is  to 
say^  there  is  '^  a  lavish  expenditure  of  gold  in  the  Missal."  But  there 
is  something  more  than  a  mere  profusion  of  gold  3  while  the  figures  in 
theBenedictionarius  are^  in  fact,  less  skilfully  and  less  spiritedly  drawn. 
Thb  Bsnsdictiomarius^  as  above  intimated^  has  given  rise  to  a 
cri^cal  dissertation  of  the  Abb^  Goufdin^  in  the  work  just  mentioned. 
The  object  of  this  dissertation  is  to  refute  the  opinion  of  the  Abb^ 
Saas^  who  assigned  this  ancient  volume^  apparently  on  the  authority 
of  Father  Morin,  to  the  viiith  century.  Montfoucon^  without  having 
seen  the  book>  acquiesced  in  the  same  conclusion.  But  M.  Gourdin 
has  justly  shewn^  from  the  introduction  of  certain  Saints  {Switkm  and 
Grtm6a{dj  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  the  beginning  of  the  xth  century) 
that  it  could  not  have  been  executed  in  the  ei^th  century.  It  seems 
the  MS.  had  been  given  to  the  Cathedral  of  Rouen ;  and  the  second 
question  in  agitation  is^  whether  it  was  given  by  Robert  Archbishop  of 
Rouen^  or  by  Robert  Archbishop  of  Canterbury — a  question^  upon 
which  a  lively  altercation  took  place  between  tiie  Abb^  Saas  and  Dom 
Tassin^  one  of  the  Editors  of  the  Noweau  TmUi  de  Diplomatique. 
That  it  wasgiv^i  by  an  Archbishop  of  the  nameofjRo^er^^  seems  incon* 
irovertible^from  an  ancient  entry  in  an  old  Catalogue  of  the  Books  of 
the  Catiiedral.  After  six  pages  of  bibliographical  criticism,  M.  Gourdin 
concludes,  upon  apparently  safe  grounds,  that  the  volume  in  question 
was  given  by  the  Robert  who  was  Archbishop  of  Rouen,  and  who 
died  in  1053 :  in  consequence,  says  M.  Gourdin,  the  MS.  is  not  of  the 
ixth  nor  of  the  xiiith  century.  In  all  probability,  it  is  of  the  oom'^ 
mencement  of  the  xith  century.  The  latter  partof  the  volume  contains 
a  Pontifical,  or  forms  and  ceremonies  connected  with  the  eccle- 
siastical office.  My  friend  the  Rev.  H.  Drury  posseses  a  very  fine 
MS.  (from  the  McCarthy  collection)  of  the  Cathedral  Service  of  Rouenj, 
of  the  xiith  or  xiiith  century.  The  initials  are  in  a  sober  and  appro- 
priate style ;  the  text  is  a  large  semi-gothic,  varied  by  red  and  blue 
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tomb,  (after  the  resurrection  tf  Christ)  of  which  I 
have  thus  made  a  fhc-^mile. 


ylTM^W  !••»' 


The  markmgs  of  the  lights  are  very  strong,  and  have 
the  roughness  of  oil-painting.    Tlie  gilding  is  less  skil- 

inks^  but  more  particularly  red.  The  forms  of  the  exorcism  of  oil> 
as  weU  as  the  exorcism  itself  (''  Exordso  te  creatura  olei  per  domi- 
Qum  patrem  omnipotentem^  &c.)  are  carious  and  even  diverting. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ITS 


SOUEN. 


fiiUy  executed  thaii  in  the  Miflflai,  and  the  style  tf 
generanyofaveryinfisiiorkind.  I  sabjmn  two  tmringB 
of  comer  portions  from  the  fourth  and  sixth  frame  work^ 
at  top,  which  you  may  compare  with  what  has  aheady 
i^>peared  before  the  pubtic^  and  hence  convince  youradf 
of  the  contemporaneousness  of  the  respective  produc- 
tions. 


t^^^^!^^^tS>T 
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Hie  D€9ceni  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  rather  boldly 
nprcteoted  by  flames  of  fire  issuing  from  the  opened 
month  of  the  Dove.  In  the  wbole^  there  areonly  dgbt 
4&anunations;  of  which  three  are  composed  of  figures, 
and  of  these  the  third  represents  the  Death  of  the 
Virgin.  The  vellum  is  thick,  but  soft;  ^nd  though 
this  volume,  on  the  score  of  graphic  beauty,  be  inforior 
%o  the  preceding,  yet  is  it  a  most  interesting  and  vene- 
rable relic  of  ancient  art.  The  Abb6  Gourdin  says, 
that  ^^  it  was  reported  that  some  of  our  countrymen  had 
offered  as  much  as  15,000  francs  for  this  volume  :**  but 
I  consider  this  report  as  exceedingly  questionable. 
The  Missal,  "which  is  in  every  respect  a  more  market- 
able article,  may  be  worth  one^eventh  of  that  sum. 
Of  the  remaining  M SS.  there  was  little  or  nothing  (on 
the  score  of  art,  antiquity,  or  intrinsic  worth)  in  those 
which  I  saw,  that  much  interested  me ;  and  when  I 
expressed  a  desire  to  make  further  and  minute 
researches,  I  learnt,  with  equal  surprise  and  sorrow, 
that  they  wanted  both  room  and  opportunity  to  exa- 
mine upwards  of  eight  hundred  yet  uninspected  MSS. 
In  other  words,  they  want  finances  ;  for  the  reading- 
room  itself,  with  appropriate  shelves,  might  contain 
the  whole  of  these  unexamined  volumes  very  commo- 
diously.  However,  you  shall  have  the  fruits  of  a  little 
more  gleaning  among  illuminated  MSS.  An  Ovid 
MORALIZED,  iu  Frcuch,  in  one  large  folio  written  in 
double  columns,  in  a  small  close  gothic  character, 
is  no  contemptible  volume  for  a  short  half  hour*s 
amusement.  This  volume  is  evidently  much  cropt« 
The  illuminations  are  precisely  similar,  in  style  and 
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colour^  to  those  of  the  Roman  dtAhxandre^-A^eSok^eo 
copiously  expatiated  apon:")^  the  back  grounds  a» 
diamond-wise :  the  figures  are  of  the  same  height ;  hot 
tiiereare  no  drolleries ;  and  upon  the  whole  fiswer  embel- 
lishments.  One  illunination  is  worth  noticing.  It  is  a 
representation  of  fortune,  blinded,  in  tiie  middle  of  her 
wheel — around  which  are  four  figures:  a  king  at 
top,  and  a  naked  figure  at  bottom.  At  folio  59,  reeto, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  text,  which  b^;ins 
thus : — afta*  13  leaves  of  table : 

Se  lescripiure  ne  nous  ment 
Tout  est  pour  nre  enseignement 
Qtt  quU  a  en  Uures  escript 
Soient  bon  ou  mat  U  escript, 

Tliere  is  at  bottom  an  escutcheon  of  arms^  five 
balls  argent,  upon  a  ground  azure.  At  the  end  of  the 
MS.,  which  is  much  soiled,  we  read 

Explicit 
Cijment  Us  fables  douide  le  gratit. 

Another  MS.  worth  noticing,  is  that  entitled  Livrb 
HisTORiAL  des  favts  de  feu  Messirb  Betrand  du 
GvzBCU^  jadis  connetahle  du  Royaume  de  Prancer 
Hiis  interesting  volume  was  ^ven  to  the  library  by  the 
Abb6  Des  Jardins,  a  canon  of  the  cathedral  of  Rouen, 
in  1640.  A  note  prefixed  by  Saas  is  wrong,  according 
to  M.  Gourdin,  who  refers  to  Lehong^s BibLHistorique, 
art.  13495-6.  This  MS.  is  executed  in  a  coarse  Gothic 
hand,  in  prose ;  and  has  the  following  colophon : 

En  vng  teps  qui  a  yuer  no 
Ou  chastel  royal  de  veraon 
Qui  ist  aux  chaps  &  la  vUle 

*  Btbliogr.  Decameron;  vol.  i.  p.  cxcviiL 
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list  iehajiQel  destouteiiTille 
Au  dit  chastd  Ion  capitaine 
Aussi  de  vernomel  sur  saine 
£t  du  roy  escuier  de  corps 
Mectre  en  prose  vh  mg  recors 
Ce  liure  cy  extreit  de  rime 
Coiaplet  en  mars  dix  &  nesfiueme 
Qui  de  Ian  la  date  ne  sect 
Mil.  ccc.  quatre  vins  &  sept 

This  volume  is  in  good  condition;  and  is  bound  in 
boards  covered  with  red  velvet.  I  examined  also  a 
curious  old  volume  of  various  tracts^  which  is  bound  in 
wood ;  having  in  the  centre^  on  each  side^  a  large  fi- 
gure^ about  nine  inches  high^  carved  in  ivory.  This 
volume  js  called  the  Ivory  Book — and  may  be  of  the 
^ovth  century.  I  was  well  satisfied  with  turning  ove^ 
the  leaves  of  an  old  volume  of  Homilies  and  Sermons^ 
some  of  them  of  St.  Jerom,  of  the  xiith  century ;  hav- 
ing two  or  three  ancient  and  well-executed  grotesque 
capital  initials ;  of  which  the  M •  and  P.  struck  me  as 
being  admirably  imagined. 

From  MSS.  it  is  natural  to  go  to  Printed  Books. 
When  I  first  took  my  station  among  the  students^  I 
was  much  amused  on  finding,  at  my  left  hand,  my  old 
friend  the  porter,  or  Cicerone,  gravely  sitting,  with 
^  spectacles  on  nose**,  intent  upon  a  modern  publication 
— ^which  was  entitled,  I  think, "  Precis  de  la  Revolution 
Francoises  The  generality  of  the  students,  few  in  num- 
ber, were  not  remarkable  for  a  very  spruce  exterior — in- 
cluding even  the  venerable  head  Librarian  himself:  but 
they  sometimes  compensate  for  these  outward  defi- 
ciences  by  the  respectability  and  utility  of  their  pur- 
suits.   Thus,  I  saw  a  dingy  looking  young  man  con-^ 
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raiting  with  facility  tlie  Arabic  Lnkm  of  CMdl,  to 
asfliflt  bim  in  the  penual  of  a  large  Latin  and  Arabk; 
folio:  while  to  my  right  eate  an  ancient  g^itkann^ 
bi«ed  in  a  careftd  examination  of  the  ^^  Index  Chronolo- 
gicmT  of  Bouquet's  Recueil  des  Historiens  des  Qmdos. 
Bat  this  is  very  immatenal~and  we  go  at  once  to  the 
Mbit:  especially  to  the  F^eners.  The  oldest  woik 
tiiey  possess^  of  the  xvth  oentnry^  is 

Sti.  Jbronimi  EpiSTOLiE:  printed  hy  Sweynkeym 
and  Pannartz  in  1468,  2  vols,  folio.  A  Cedr  copy,  but 
cropt — ^in  its  second  binding,  and  wormed  a  little  at 
the  end. 

S.  AuGUSTiNUs  DE  CiviTATK  Dbi,  printed  by  J.  de 
Sphra  in  1470,  folio.  The  largest  and  finest  copy  I 
ever  saw  of  this  not  very  uncommon  book.  It  is  in 
Its  original  binding,  with  many  rough  leaves. 

Manipulus  Curatorum,  printed  by  Coesaris  onlyy 
(without  his  partner  Stol)  in  1473,  at  Paris,  foRo.  A 
very  early  specimen  of  the  press  of  this  printer:  but 
unluckily  this  is  a  very  bad  copy. 

Speculum  Historialb  Vincbntii  Bellovacbnsis, 
.  printed  by  Mentelin  in  1473,  in  four  folio  volumes :  the 
name  of  the  printer  in  each  volume.  This  copy  is  much 
cropt,  and  soiled. 

ZoPHiLOLOGiUM,'  edttUM  ajvotre  Jacobo  Maght  de 
Parisius  ardinis  heremitarum  sti  Augustini.JinitfeUn 
cifer  (sic.)  Tins  is  a  folio  volume,  without  date — 
distinguishable  for  the  peculiar  formation  of  the  letter 
R ;  but  respecting  the  name  of  the  printer,  all  en- 
quiries have  been  hitherto  fruitless.  Look  into  the  first 
volume  of  the  BibL  Spenceriana,  and  you  will  find  a 
&c-simile  of  tUs  long*-l^;ged  letter.     Together  with 
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<jfai8:w«Kb  IB  bomid  an  edition  of  tlie  Thrbe  Kings  of 
CQA0GHB5  pcinttd  by  Guldenschaiff^m  1477,  in  his  best 
nuomer.    The  coipy  is  too  nmoh  cropt. 

Tractatus  db  QuESTioffiBua  sec  Balbum.  Prmt^ 
ed  at  Parisj  in  1477,  4to.  tvithaut  name  of  printer.  To 
me,  this  type  is  pwfimtly  new-r-^u  a  Parisian  produer 
tioD.  It  resembles  the  small  and  earlier  type  oi  Vyn- 
son ;  but  is  certainly  the  model  upon  whieh  Vpstrei 
Eostace,  and  BonHdns,  &c.  igpirmed  their  charaster. 
Perhaips  it  may  have  been  exeonted  by  the  printer  of 
^the  Ckronique  de  St.  Demsj,  in  three  fblio  volumes, 
1476. 

JusTiNUfi.     Printed  h/  Philip  Condom  Petri^  in 

1479,  folio.  This  is  the  barliest  printbd  Classic  in 
1^  lS>rary:  but  as  ^  specimen  of  ancientand  valuable 
printing,  it  is  scarcely  worth  more  than  a  Napoleon  or 
two. 

BiBLiA  Sacba.     Laiine.    Printed  hy  Koherg^  in 

1480.  This  is  their  earliest  Bible.  They  ought  to 
have  one  eighteen  years  earlier.  Take  eighteen  from 
1480>  and  there  remains  the  number  1462.  You,  un- 
derstand me. 

La  Vie  dbs  Pbrbs,  1486i,  fblio.  An  indifferent 
copy.  M.  Gourdin  thinks  that  this  is  the  first  an4 
oi|ly  edition  of  the  work  in  the  xvth  century — ^but  ^*  11 
se  trompe.** 

CiGBBONis  Epi8tol£  Famuliabbs.  Printed  in 
1488.  The  earliest  Cicero  of  the  xvth  century.  There 
are  libraries,  private  as  well  as  public,  which  contain  a 
few  more  flfteeners  of  the  same  author ! 

We  may  notice,  en  passant,  the  Lbgbnda  Aurba  of 
I486j  iiA  Mbb  DBS  HisToiB^s,  by  my  cdd  friend  PMUp 
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Le  Rouge,  in  1488^  a  Catholicon  of  1489,  and  Lb 
SoNGE  Du  Vbrdier,  1491 :  the  latter  the^*^  edUum. 
I  tried  to  get  a  sight  of  the  Sacramento  db  la  peni- 
TENciA,  printed  at  Seville  in  1492 ;  but  M.  Fossard, 
whose  attentions  were  unremitting,  and  whose  manual 
exertions  covered  him  with  dust  and  cobwebs,  was 
not  able  to  lay  his  hand  upon  it.  A  word  now  re- 
specting 

Missals  and  Breviaries  appertaining  to  the  church 
service  at  Rouen.  TTiey  have  a  ^^  ruled  and  washed** 
paper  copy  of  the  Missal,  printed  at  Paris,  in  1491^ 
folio ;  and  also  of  the  Breviary,  printed  at  P^ris  by 
Levet^  for  Bernard^  a  Rouen  bookseller^  in  the  same 
year :  folio.  Also  an  edition  of  the  Breviary  in  1491, 
printed  at  Rouen.  But  the  folio  editions  by  Morin,  in 
1496  and  1499,  are  glorious  volumes— especially  as  they 
are  printed  upon  vellum.  The  former  is  soiled  from 
much  thumbing:  the  latter  is  fresh,  beautiful,  and 
splendid :  presenting  us  with  a  magnificent  title-page. 
They  have  a  duplicate  of  the  latter,  equally  fine,  and 
also  upon  vellum :  with  a  difference  in  the  title-page, 
it  being  ornamented  at  bottom.  There  is,  however,  a 
MS.  leaf  in  the  middle  of  this  second  copy.  An  edi- 
tion of  the  fFinter  Part  of  the  Cathedral  Service  at 
Rouen,  printed  by  Jean  de  Bourgoys,  in  1492,  8vo. 
UPON  VELLUM,  cxhibits  a  beautiful  specimen  of  print- 
ing ;  but  the  copy  is  rather  cropt.  We  may  vary  our 
book  subject  by  a  notice  or  two  of 

Aldine  Classics.  There  is  a  good,  clean,  but 
cropt  copy  of  the  first  Theocritus,  1495 :  a  desirable, 
clean  copy  of  the  Aristophanes  of  1498 :  a  sound,  clean, 
and  perfect  copy  of  the  Epistoke  Dwersor.  Philos.  et 
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(hakm.  1409^  4to.  and  a  very  gocnl  copy  of  the  second 
Demostkenesy  of  1504.  But  the  whole  of  these  form 
notUng  to  boast  of.  I  shall  condude  my  remarks 
among  the  flfteeners^  by  mentioiiing 

HoEATius^  1492 :  1498^  folio.  The  former  has  the 
commentaries  of  Aero  and  Porphjrrio:  the  latter  has 
the  well  known  wood-cnt  decorations :  but,  singularly 
enough,  a  figure  seems  wanting  in  the  middle  com- 
partment at  folio  Ixxxix.  As  well  as  I  could  estimate, 
there  are  about  245  articles  printed  in  the  xvth  cen- 
tury, with  dates ;  and  about  88  articles  in  the  same 
x^entury  without  dates.  But  the  character  and  com- 
plexion of  these  Fiftbbnsrs  are,  upon  the  whole,  of  a 
wy  secondary  nature.  Indeed,  two-thirds  of  them 
may  be  easily  dispensed  with.  Of  the  more  rare  and 
curious  articles  in  the  sixteenth  century,  I  noticed  only 
the  following : 

Victoria  Porchbti  advbrsus  impios  Hebraosv 
&c.  1520»  A  beautiful  small  folio,  printed  by  Des- 
plain  for  Gourmont  and  Regnault,  upon  vellum.  It 
came  from  the  library  of  the  Abbey  of  Jumieges. 

Flos  Sanctorum.  Toledoj  1582,  folio.  A  curious 
viriame ;  abounding  with  legendary  tales  of  consider- 
able interest — as  Mr.  Southey,  in  his  occasional  re<- 
fivences  to  it,  has  given  us  opportunities  of  knowing. 

Acta  Sanctorum,  52  volumes :  including  a  portion 
of  the  month  of  October.  A  very  desirabte  copy,  in 
nice  old  calf  binding,  with  gilt  tooling. 

Upon  the  whole,  they  reckon  upon  about  20,000 
volumes  in  the  public  library.  Aks !  it  was  once  of 
for  greater  extent.  During  the  Revolution,  they  could 
boast  of  about  250,000  volumes ;  but  a  considerable 
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pCMTtioii  of  this  yast  number  was  piHaged  from  tin 
libraries  of  the  EmigrantB.  These  however  have  baea 
partly  restored  to  their  respective  owners.  Yet  ctariii^ 
that  maddest  of  all  manias,  the  revolutionary  mania^ 
they  sold  the  greater  part  of  this  library  for  the  paltij 
sum  of  30^000  francs,  and  not  fswer  than  10,000  vo^ 
lumes  are  rapposed  to  have  been  publicly  burnt  in  thi 
Plwe  des  Cannes ..  .within  fifty  yardsof  the  very  spot 
.whence  this  account  <tf  it  is  penned!  Do  I  atiU  sniff 
the  heart  sickening  odour  of  the  fire  and  smoke  of  tha 
«dmost  sacrilegious  conflagcatioa }  How  many  uniqiie 
•Mystmes,  Romances,  and  Chronicles,  were  possibly 
jdestroyed  at  that  eventfiil  crisis }  A  word  now  oidy 
respecting  the^mmces  of  this  pnbHc  library.  l%e  last 
y^ear  1000  francs~only****were  expended  upon  it.  it 
waa  all  they  could  spare.  Bat  what  can  you  esqMt 
— ^when  I  learnt,  at  the  last  stance  of  their  Royal  Ao»- 
jdemy,  (in  reply  to  some  official  questions  fi^m  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior)  that  the  annual  funds  of  the 
society  consisted  only  of  1800  francs  ? 

I  attended  two  Meetings  of  this  Society — ^which 
can  boast  of  some  very  intelligent  clever  mwiberB. 
They  meet  once  a  week,  <m  a  Friday,  at  six  o*clodr, 
and  terminate  the  sitting  at  eight.  M.  YitaBs,  Who 
took  the  chair  of  the  President,  understands  English 
well,  and  is  a  very  well-informed  and  respectable  man. 
He  gave  me  a  good  notion  of  the  French  gentleman  of 
fonner  times.  There  were  about  thirty  Membem  pre- 
tent.  Excdlent  cnrder  was  observed,  and  some  dis- 
cussions took  place,  in  the  shape  of  debatte,  which 
were  conducted  with  eqaal  temper  and  spirit.  I  heard 
a  paper  read  relating  to  some  travels  in  the  alpine 
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povta  of  Italy,  undertaken  witka  view  to  botanieal  re- 
aontelMS,  wUdv  waft  justly  commended.  Indeed  bo* 
taay  is  a  fevonr^  snbject  widi  nearly  all  the  Members 
<tf  the  Society:  bnt  I  hope  good  M.  Le  Prevost  will 
nerer  lose  «ght  of  local  Antiquities — ^in  every  point  of 
¥iew  in  which  it  is  oapable  of  affording  equal  instruo- 
titm  and  deKgfat.  What  a  volume  they  might  produce 
coQaected  with  their  own  city !  They  print,  but  do  not 
publish,  an  analytical  abridgment  of  the  Transactions 
cf  the  Society  ;*  and  I  should  tell  you  that,  had  it 
it  not  been  fw  the  kind  activity  of  M.  Le  Prevost,  I 
Aocdd  never  have  procured  for  Lord  Spencer  a  perfecit 
copy  of  these  Memoirs — ^upwards  of  fifteen  volumes 
\a  octavo.  In  the  AUhorp  Library  such  a  work  is 
absohitely  necessary :  the  more  so,  as  I  understood^ 
ivlien  I  left  England,  Uiat  neither  the  British  Museum 
wM  the  Bodleian  Library  possessed  a  perfect  set. 

.  *  Memom  qf  Ihe  Transacikm  itfihe  iSod«^.]~Tbe  Historjof  these 
Mcindn  is  briefly  this.  The  Society  was  estaUished  in  1744  >  and  a 
^  Precis  Analytiqae*'  of  iU  labours^  from  the  date  of  its  foundation  to 
ihe  year  of  its  restoradon  in  1803>  was  published  in  the  years  1814^ 
1816>  and  1817*  These  three  Toliimes  comprdiend  its  histoiy  in  tiie 
ftH0WingiinBiHr :  thai  of  1814,  caUed  the  ist  ¥oteine»  gives  the  his* 
loty  from  1744  to  1750:  that  oi  18J6>  torn  17&1  to  17W:  and 
thai  of  1817  ''  from  1761  to  1770.'*  What  became  of  the  History 
from  the  year  1770  to  the  period  of  its  interruption  by  the  Revolution 
^or  whether  it  ceased  in  the  year  1770 — I  am  unable  to  mention ;  as  a 
supposed  perfect  copy  of  these  Transactions,  supplied  by  the  kindness 
sMi .  Le  Prei^ost^  only  frunishcs  me  with  b  resumption  of  the  labours 
^Ibe  Academy  in  1804.  These  were  fiublMied:  in  1807.  Fromthis 
holer  period^  that  is  from  1804,  the  series  goes  in  aregahur  sucoessian 
down  to  the  year  1815 — the  account  of  the  transactions  in  one  year 
being  regularly  published  in  the  year  following.  Thus,  including  the 
three  volumes  published  in  1814, 1816,  and  1 8 17#  supplying  an  abridged 
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Farewell  now  to  Roubn.  I  have  told  yoa  all  ibe 
tcUings  which  I  thought  worthy  of  commanication.  I 


history  of  the  labours  up  to  the  year  I770>  there  will  be  sixteen  vo- 
lumes in  the  whole.  Tlie  work  is  published  in  an  octavo  fbrm^  upoa 
an  indiffo^ent  paper^  and  is  indiferently  printed.  The  title  is  un^ 
fonnly  thua:  ''  PrSds  Analf/tique  dea  TVommix  de  VJcadMe  Bog^U 
d£i  Sdences,  de$  Belles  Letires  et  dts  ArU  de  Rouen:'  ''  De  Vlmp.  de 
P,  P(riaux,  Imprimeur  du  Rot  et  de  VJcadhm:*  Tliere  are  no  oh 
gravings — but  those  which  are  tabulated^  displaying  the  results  of 
certain  calculations  and  experiments.  The  generality  of  the  conmiu- 
nications  are  abridged )  but  there  are  several  **  M^moires  dont  FAca- 
d^mle  a  delibM  de  Timpression  en  entier  dans  ses  Actet."  These 
communications^  like  ^MMe  of  our  Royal  Soger's  Transactions,  are  al- 
most entirely  scientific.  Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Medidne  are  in  high 
request  among  the  Rouennois. 

In  the  last  volume,  published  in  1817«  gi^ii^  cm  account  of  the  la- 
bours of  the  preceding  year,  the  stream  of  usual  information  is  diverted 
a  little  into  political  channels--all  about  Louit  Lb  Dbsibs^  T^it 
French  are  admirable  masters  of  quick  transition.  Thus,  upon  the  in- 
auguration of  the  bust  of  Louis  XVIII.,  M.  €kmrdin,  thePve^deUt, 
**  pronounces  .a  discourse*'  beginning  thus — **  Messieurs,  la  cM- 
monie  qui  nous  rassemble  aigourd*hui  est  ^alement  auguste  et 
touchante.  £Ue  est  auguste,  puisqu*il  s*y  agit  de  Tinauguration  da 
buste  de  notre  Monarque :  elle  est  touchante,  puisque  ce  sont  dai 
en&ns  r^nls  autour  de  Fimage  de  leur  p^re  poor  lui  payer  le  tribiit  ds 
leur  amour.  C'est  done  une  ftte  de  ftuaille.  Ah  I  MeflsieuiB,  cpi'eUe 
est  douce  pour  nos  coeurs!'* — ^This  is  followed  by  yet  more  ardeat  and 
more  encomiastic  language  by  ''  M.  Boistard,  Ing^nieur  en  dief, 
chevalier  de  I'Ordre  royal  de  la  L^on  d*Honneur,**  which  condodes 
with^Vivent  les  Bourbons!  ATiveleRoi !  ....Vivele  Roi !  Vivent 
ks  Bourbons!**  My  worthy  acquaintance  M.  Dupotel— of  whose 
privately-printed  lucubratbns  of  the  muse,  honourable  meslioo 
has  been  made  in  a  preceding  page,  has  followed  up  these  testiaio- 
nies  of  loyalty  in  prose,  by  the  e£fiisiona  of  his  own  muse  entittei 
and  beginning  thus : 
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lia\pe  endeavoaved  to  make  70a  saunter  with  me  in  the 
Mreets,  in  the  cathedral,  the  abbey^  and  the  churdie& 
We  have^  in  imagination,  at  leasts  strolled  together 
along  the  quays,  visited  the  halls  and  public  build- 
ings>  and  gazed  with  rapture  from  Mont  Ste.  Ca* 
tfaarine  upon  the  en^anting  view  ci  the  city,  the 
river^  and  the  neighbouring  hills.  We  have  from 
hence  breathed  almost  the  pure  air  of  heaven,  and 
rarveyed  a  country  equally  beautified  by  art,  and 
blessed  by  natiu*e.  Our  hearts,  from  that  same  height, 
have  wished  all  manner  of  health,  wealth,  and  pros* 
perity,  to  a  land  thus  abounding  in  com  and  wine, 
and  oil  and  gladness.  We  have  sitently^  but  sincerely 
prayed,  that  swords  may  for  ever  be  ^^  turned  into 
plough-shares,  and  spears  into  pruning-hooks*' :-— that 
all  heart-burnings,  antipalMes,  and  animosities,  may 
be  eternally  extingutehed ;  and  that,  from  hencefovtli^ 
there  may  be  no  national  rivahies  but  such  as  tend 
to  establisfa,  upon  a  firmer  footing,  and  a  more  com*- 
prehensive  scale,  the  peace  and  happiness  of  fellow^ 
creatures,  of  whatever  persuasion  they  may  be:— of 
sneh^  who  sedulously  cultivate  the  arts  of  individual 

UonuAQWi  A  horns  ui  DB•lms^ 

IdyUe. 

VoQB,  da  docte  Ptoiasse  et  ramour  et  rhonneor, 

Au  son  de  la  tiompette^ 
Des  Tertos  de  Lovis  oA6brez  la  grandeur; 
I  line  simple  mnsetie 

Sied  mieiix  k  mon  esprit^  et  plait  mieux  )i  mon  coeur. 
&c.  &c.  &c, 
'  I  ^prehehd  there  are  nd  similar  specimens  hi  the  printed  Memoirs 
of  our  own  Societies  •••  .But  what  then  ? 


Digitized  by  V:iOOQIC 


18t  BOUBN* 

and  of  national  Improvement,  and  blend  the  dutiek 
of  social  order  with  the  hig^r  calls  of  morality  and 
religpion.  Ah!  my  friend,  these  are  neither  foolish 
thoughts  nor  romantic  wishes.  They  arise  naturally  in 
an  honest  heart,  which,  seeing  that  all  creation  is 
animated  and  upheld  by  onb  and  the  same  powbr, 
cannot  but  ardently  hope  that  all  may  be  equaOy 
benefitted  by  a  reliance  upon  its  goodness  and  bounty. 
From  this  eminence  we  have  descended  somewhat 
into  humbler  walks.  We  have  visited  hospitals,  strolled 
in  flower-gardens,  and  associated  with  publishers  and 
collectors  of  works — ^both  of  the  dead  and  the  living. 
Hence  we  have  diverged  to  witness  the  silent,  and.  yet 
eloquent  relics  of  ancient  art ;  from  the  chissel  of  the 
icnlptor,  to  the  pencil  of  the  illuminator ;  and  MdKl 
%att0y  like  ''aidb  Uns  ifpner  have  comforted  us  in 
our  latter  and  more  congenial  researches.  So  now, 
fere  you  well.  Commend  me  to  your  fiunily  and  to 
our  common  fiiends,— especially  to  the  <l0gfairg||wa^ 
dioiild  they  perchance  enquire  i^ter  thdr  wandering 
Vice  President.  Many  will  be  the  days  passed  over, 
and  many  the  leagues  traversed,  ere  I  meet  them  again. 
No  Clarendon  festivals  for  me,  till  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1819 !  Again  adieu ! .  • .  I  have  hired  a  decent  cabriolet, 
a  decent  pair  of  horses,  and  a  yet  more  promising  pos* 
tilion ;  and  within  twenty-four  hours  my  back  will  be 
more  decidedly  turned  upon  ^^dear  old  England** — 
for  that  country,  in  which  her  ancient  kings  once 
held  dominion,  and  whwe  every  square  mile  (I  bad 
almost  said  acre)  is  equally  interesting  to  the  anti- 
quary and  the  agriculturist.  I  salute  you  wholly,  and 
am  yours  ever. 
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LETTER  X. 

DBPARTURE  FROM  ROUEN.  ST.  GEORGES  DE  BOCHBR- 
VILLB.  DUCLAIR.  MARIVAUX.  TUB  ABBEY  O^ 
JUMIBGB8.      ARRIVAI^   AT   CAUDBBBC. 

MY    DEAR   FRIEND.  Moffy   ISlf* 

My  last  letter  led  you  to  epcpect  tbat,  io  spite  of  aU 
it3  i^otesque  baautiep  and  antiquariaa  fittractioBS>  tbt 
CITY  OF  BouBN  wds  at  lepgt)i  Xq  be  quitted^-^^-and  Ibiit 
WB  "ff&te  to  iHirsue  oiur  route  QiGre  m  tbe  charaetar.iolf 
ivdeiMspdeiil^  tiAveUers^  w  aa:  biiieA  ^alMc^et.  M^ 
jiffftf^J)iUgeru>SiqvC0uiMt€(eHr.  Ow  osira  8i^;aoity.«id 
{trod^ace^  mded  by  tbat  leCthe  gargon  de  poiite^  ineyt 
b^noefi^rth  to^^bi^  /our  sole  guides^  Adiau  tberefiire.to 
dfujc  a.vMi^i«9i  gloomy  courts^  oni^rl^aiigiiig  jrocla^  uftfi- 
ro^^MiaMii^^  piadd)^  wbips^  tbe  aav^ivoeaaii^  n^M 
qf.qarta  aad  ca^riafesti  «ud  ^MYer'««dii^:mov^neiits  of 
GMBQtless  m0M9^)o(  popvlaiMii  >?rA^eu  I*--attd  in  th^ 
sifiad,  ipekpine.  be  the  imtdiogirwd^  tbe  fertik.  iMa^ 
d«w;  tbetbieklyidaated  orchaid^  awl! the  broad. aafl 
8wfts|»itig  Seme4 

Ao^^^sdmgljfy  on  the  i4th  of  this  moiith,  he<;iMtit  ()he 
bouts  of  ten  and  eleven^:  A.  M»  the  rattting  of  borsecf 
boofe^  and'  tiie  ei^boes  of  a  postillion's  wtif, : were  heard 
Wifebin  Uie  <^onrt*^jwd  of  the  HdM  VaUL  Monsiear^ 
Madame^  Jaoqaes,  a«d  the  whole  fintemity  of  'domes- 
tical fmce  <m  the  ahrt^^^^  pour  &ire  les  adieux  k 
Messieurs  les^Aagilohi.''  This  Jacques. has  been  al- 
ready incidentally  noticed.  He  is  the  prime  minister  of 

VOL.  I.  M 
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the  Hotel  Vatel.  A  somewhat  uncomfortable  deten- 
tion in  England  for  five  years,  in  the  character  of 
'^  prisoner  of  war,**  has  made  him  master  of  a  pretty 
quick  and  ready  utterance  of  common-place  phrases 
in  our  language ;  and  he  is  not  a  little  proud  of  his 
attainments  therein.  Seriously  speaking,  I  consider 
him  quite  a  phenomenon  in  his  way ;  and  it  is  right 
you  should  know  that  he  affords  a  very  fair  specimen 
of  a  sharp,  clever,  French  servant:  His  bodily  move- 
ments are  nearly  as  quick  as  those  of  his  tongue. 
He  rises,  as  well  as  his  brethren,  by  five  in  the  morn- 
ing; and  the  testimonies  of  this  early  activity  are 
quickly  discovered  in  the  unceasing  noise  of  beating 
coats,  singing  French  airs,  and  scolding  the  boot- 
boy.  He  rarely  retires  to  rest  before  mid-night ;  imd 
the  whole  day  long  he  is  in  one  eternal  roimd  of  occu- 
pation. When  he  is  bordering  upon  impertinence,  he 
seems  to  be  conscious  of  it — declaring  that  "  the  Eng- 
lish make  him  saucy,  but  that  naturally  he  is  very 
civU.**  He  always  speaks  of  human  beings  in  the  neu-^ 
ter  gender ;  and  to  a  question  whether  such  a  one  has 
been  at  the  Hotel,  he  replies,  '^  I  have  not  seen  it  to- 
day.** I  am  persuaded  he  is  a  thoroughly  honest  crea- 
ture ;  and  considering  the  pains  which  are  taken  to 
spoil  him,  it  is  surprising  with  what  good  sense  and 
propriety  he  conducts  himself. 

But  to  return.  The  whole  complement  of  inn-^ 
door  occupants,  including  even  visitors,  attended  our 
departure.  "  Au  plaisir  de  vous  revoir*'  —  "  Bon 
voyage*' — and  other  similar  exclamations  resounded 
on  all  sides — ^when,  about  eleven  o*clock,  we  sprung  for- 
ward, at  a  smart  trot,  towards  the  barriers  by  which 
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we  had  entered  Rouen.  Our  postillion  was  a  thorough 
master  of  his  calling,  and  his  spurs  and  whip  seemed 
to  know  no  cessation  from  action.  The  steeds,  per- 
fectly Norman,  were  somewhat  fiery ;  and  we  rattled 
along  the  streets,  (for  the  pav^  never  causes  the  least 
abatement  of  pace  with  the  French  driver)  in  high 
expectation  of  seeing  a  thousand  rare  sights  ere  we 
reached  Havre— equally  the  limits  of  our  journey, 
and  of  our  contract  with  the  owner  of  the  cabrio- 
let. That  accomplished  antiquary,  M.  Le  Prevost, 
whose  name  you  have  often  heard,  had  furnished  me 
with  so  dainty  a  bill  of  fare,  or  carte  de  voyage,  that 
I  began  to  consider  each  hour  lost  which  did  not  bring 
us  in  contact  with  some  architectural  relic  of  anti- 
quity, or  some  elevated  position — whence  the  wander- 
ing Seine  and  wooded  heights  of  the  adjacent  country 
might  be  surveyed  with  equal  advantage. 

You  have  often,  I  make  no  doubt,  my  dear  friend, 
started  upon  something  like  a  similar  expedition : — 
when  the  morning  has  been  fair,  the  sun  bright,  the 
breeze  gentle,  and  the  atmosphere  clear.  In  such 
moments  how  the  ardour  of  hope  takes  possession  of 
one! — How  the  heart  warms,  and  the  conversation 
flows !  The  barriers  are  approached ;  we  turn  to  the 
left,  having  the  Grande  Route  du  Havre  rather  before 
us,  and  commence  our  journey  in  good  earnest.  Pre- 
viously to  gaining  the  first  considerable  height,  you 
pass  the  village  of  Canteleu.  This  village  is  exceed- 
ingly picturesque.  It  is  studded  with  water-mills,  and 
is  enlivened  by  a  rapid  rivulet,  which  empties  itself,  in 
a  serpentine  direction,  into  the  Seine.  You  now  begin 
to  ascend  a  very  commanding  eminence ;  at  the  top  of 
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i^ch  are  scattered  some  of  those  country  houses  wfaidi 
are  seen  from  Mont  Ste.  Catharine.  The  road  is  of  a 
noble  breadth.  The  day  warmed — and  we  dismounted 
,  to  let  our  steeds  breathe  more  freely^  as  we  continued 
to  asc^id  leisurdy.  Mr.  Lewis  ran  on  before ;  took  a 
position^ — ^wiih  the  magnificeiit  sweep  of  the  river, 
and  the  towers  and  spires  of  Rouen  at  a  little  distance 
before  him — and  drawing  forth  his  ready  pencO,  trans- 
ferred^ in  a  fit  of  extacy,  the  whole  of  the  enchanting 
^cene  ^  into  his  sketch-book.  I  send  it  you :  matured 
and  mellowed  by  the  magic  of  light  and  shade.  It  is 
at  once  a  most  faithfiil.copy  of  the  particular  scene  re- 
presented^ and  of  the  generality  of  the  river  and  hill  sce- 
nery in  the  route  from  Roiien  to  Bolbec.  Perhaps  the 
distmice  is  too  delicately  marked ;  so  as  to  give  you 
an  idea  of  thie  hill^  to  the  right  of  Rouen^  (which  in 
fact  is  Mont  Ste.  Catharine)  being  fieuther  situated 
from  the  city  than  it  really  is.  But  the  whole  is  de- 
ligfatfrilly  picturesque. 

We  remounted^  having  gratified  the  postiUon  by 
granting  his  request  to  have  a  peep  at  the  drawing, 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  "  charmant  r  I  love  cu- 
riosity of  this  kind,  when  it  does  not  border  upon  jxor 
pertinence;  and  I  had  a  shrewd  suspicion  tha|^i^ 
fpar^on  was  a  lad  of  no  ordinary  mettle.^  Ckif  fiift 
halting-place  was  to  be  St.  Georges  de  Boekeruille;  m 
ancient  abbey  of  the  xiith  century,  accordiqg  to  the 
instructions  of  M.  Le  Prevost.  This  abb^  is  sitiMited 
about  three  French  leagues  from  Rouen.    Our  -rovtfi 

*  See  the  Opposite  Plate.  Lieut.  Hall  has  described  thtf  Itte, 
or  a  similar  scene^  with  great  truth  and  aoima&n^  in  hii'  fVonrfr 
in  France,  in  181  Si  Sro.  p.  45^  6. 
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thither^  from  the  summit  of  the  hill  which  we  had  just 
ascended,  lay  along  a  road  skirted  by  interminable 
orchards  now  in  their  fullest  bloom.  The  air  was 
absolutely  perfumed,  to  a  sort  of  aromatic  excess,  by 
the  fragrance  of  these  blossoms.  The  apple  and  pear 
were  beautifully  conspicuous  ;  and  as  the  sky  became 
still  more  serene,  and  the  temperature  yet  more  mild 
by  the  unobstructed  sun  beam,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  balmy  and  more  genial  than  was 
this  lovely  day.  The  minutes  seemed  to  fly  away  too 
quickly — ^when  we  reached  the  village  of  BocherviUey 
where  stands  the  church  ;  the  chief  remaining  rdic  of 
this  once  beautiful  abbey.  We  alighted  at  the  an- 
berge ;  and  while  our  steeds  and  postillion  were  feast- 
ing upon  their  peculiar  provenders,  we  started  for  the 
enjojrment  of  provender  of  a  very  different  description. 
Turning  quickly  down  a  lane  to  the  left,  thickly 
shaded  by  overhanging  branches  of  fruit  trees,  we 
hastened  onward,  still  keeping  to  the  left ;  when,  peep- 
ing between  the  trees,  at  a  little  distance,  we  discerned 
the  venerable  ecclesiastical  edifice— of  a  pale  and 
even  fresh  tone  of  colour.  It  appeared  to  be  small, 
but  extremely  beautiful,  and  of  a  deliciously  old 
aspect.  The  village  was  all  alive  in  a  moment. 
Women  and  children  were  chiefly  visible;  the  men 
being  engaged  in  the  fields.  The  towering  cauchoise 
and  wooden  shoes  proved  that  we  were  still  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Rouen.  There  seemed  to  be  plenty  of  dirt 
and  plenty  of  wretchedness  in  the  village.  We  m- 
quired  for  Le  Concierge;  and  in  his  absence  came 
^^madame  son  Spouse."'  We  surv^ed  the  west  front 
very  leisurely,  and  thought  it  an  extremely  beautiful 
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specimen  of  the  architecture  of  the  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth centuries;  for  certainly  there  are  some  portions 
more  ancient  than  others.  M.  Le  Prevost  had  apprised 
me  that  Mr.  Cotman  had  designed  pretty  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  bmlding,*  with  the  exception  of  the  chap- 
ter-house to  the  left  of  the  west  front.  A  survey  of  this 
chapter-house  filled  me  with  mingled  soitow  and  de- 
light :  sorrow^  that  the  Revolution  and  a  modem  cot- 
ton manu&ctory  had  metamorphosed  it  from  its  origi- 
nal character ;  and  delight^  that  the  portions  whidi 
remained  were  of  such  beautiftil  forms^  and  in  such  fine 
preservation.  The  stone,  being  of  a  very  close-grained 
quality,  is  absolutely  as  white  and  sound  as  if  it 
had  been  just  cut  from  the  quarry.  The  room,  where 
a  parcel  of  bare  legged  girls  and  boys  were  working  tt» 
respective  machineries,  had  a  roof  of  what  may  be  called 
interlaced  arches  of  the  most  delicate  construction. 

This  old  building  has  been  recently  divided  into  an 
upper  and  ground  floor ;  and  it  was  by  means  of  this 
artificial  division  that,  while  upon  the  upper  floor,  we 
were  enabled  to  make  so  minute  a  survey  of  the  surched 
roof.  I  imagine  the  whole  of  this  portion  of  the  build- 
ing to  have  been  the  Chapter  House ;  and  that  on  the 
scite,  which  is  now  occupied  by  a  long  front  of  build- 
ing, of  the  usual  architecture  of  modern  times,  stood 
the  Refectory  and  Dormitory.  It  may,  however,  be 
just  the  reverse :  nor  is  it  material  whether  what  we  saw 
be  the  chapter-house  or  the  refectory.  The  conversion 
of  the  whole  to  the  purposes  of  trade  has  a  very  strange 

•  Mr.  Cotman  has  in  fact  published  views  of  the  West  Front,  the 
South  East,  the  West  Entrance,  and  the  South  Transept,  with  sculp- 
tured capitals  and  basso-relievos,  &c.    In  the  whok^  seven  plates. 
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effect.  But  the  present  is  not  the  first  metamorphbsis : 
for  the  large  building  Just  mentioned,  was  erected  about 
four-score  years  ago  by  a  noblemim,  or  prince,  who 
idiofie  to  Tetire  from  the  bustle  of  public  life,^  and  to  de- 
TOte  a  large  fortune  to  the  erection  of  this  mansion  as  a 
monastery  for  a  prior  and  seventeen  lay-monks.  A  fine 
fiece  of  ground,  or  walled  park,  surrounds  it ;  which  is 
just  now  in  a  most  pitiable  state  of  neglect.  In  short, 
this  g^ieral  aspect  of  decay  pervades  the  interior,  or 
manufactory  itself.  The  superintendant,  who  shewed 
ofi  every  part  of  this  large  establishment,  told  us  that 
the  owner  was  anxious  to  get  rid  either  of  the  whole 
w  of  the  half  of  it ;  and  that  he  would  part  with  the 
latter  for  35,000  firancs.  This  apparently  trifling  sum 
would  startle,  at  first  sound,  an  English  manufocturer : 
bat  all  things,  you  know,  must  be  estimated  with  refe* 
rence  to  the  country  in  which  they  occur.  Here,  land 
and  labour  are  cheap  and  reasonable  enough,  and  the 
demand  (though  things  are  upon  the  mend)  is  slow  and 
uncertain. 

The  very  sound  of  a  Monastery  made  me  curious  to 
examine  the  disposition  of  the  building.  Accordingly, 
I  followed  my  guide  through  suites  of  apartments  up 
divers  stone  stair-cases,  and  along  sundry  corridores. 
I  noticed  the  dormitories  with  due  attention,  and  of 
course  inquired  eagerly  for  the  Library  : — ^but  the 
shelves  only  remained-— either  the  fear  or  the  fury  of 
the  Revolution  having  long  ago  dispossessed  it  of 
isvery  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  book.  The  whole  was 
painted  white.  I  counted  eleven  perpendicular  di- 
visions ;  and,  from  the  small  distances  between  the  up- 
per shelves,  there  must  have  been  a  very  considerable 
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number  of  duo^dmas.    The  titles  of  the  respective 
classes  of  the  library  were  painted  in  white  letters 
Hpon  a  dark-blue  ground,  at  top.   Bibles  occupied  the 
first  division,  and  the  Fathers  the  second:    but  it 
should  seem  that  equal  importance  vras  attached  to 
the  works  of  Heretics  as  to  those  called  LiUerae  Hu- 
maniares — for  each  had  a  division  of  equal  magnitude. 
On  close  inquiry,  I  found  that  the  ravi^;es  of  one 
day,  dming  the  Revolution,  had  gutted  the  poor  li- 
brary of  all  its  book-furniture.   It  is,  however,  a  very 
small  room.    There  was  something  excessively  melan- 
choly in  the  air  of  all  this  premature  ruin :  stout  walls, 
and  spacious  chambers,  (the  paint  yet  fresh)  without 
occupation ! . .  On  looking  out  of  window,  especially 
from  the  back  part  of  the  building,  the  eye  rests  en- 
tirely upon  what  had  once  been  fruitful  orchards, 
abundant  kitchen  gardens,  and  shady  avenues.     Yet 
in  England,  this  spot,  rich  by  nature,  and  desirable 
from  its  proximity  to  a  great  city,  would,  ere  forty 
moons  had  waned,  have  grown  up  into  beauty  and 
fertility,  and  expanded  even  into  luxuriance  of  condi- 
tion.    How  interesting  are  the  remains  of  eccleoasti- 
cal  architecture — and  how  yet  increased  in  sanctity 
seems  to  be  the  house  of  God — ^when  surrounded  by  a 
domain  of  this  description !    I  must  confess  that  I 
quitted  this  congenial  spot  (the  first  whidi  united 
rural  quiet  with  architectural  antiquity,  since  our  ears 
had  been  stunned  by  the  ^^  train-train''  of  Rouen)  with 
sensations  of  no  ordinary  kind.    We  retrod  our  steps ; 
and  reaching  the  auberge,  where  stood  the  horses  with 
the  cabriolet  ready  to  receive  us,  we  remounted,  and 
told  the  postillion  to  push  on  (or  Duclair. 
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The  day  was  Dow^  if  possible^  more  lovely  than  before. 
On  looking  at  my  instructions  I  found  that  we  had 
to  stop  to  examine  the  remains  of  an  old  castle  at  Ih* 
b^imtaine — about  two  English  miles  firom  St.  Georges 
de  BocherviUe.  These  remains,  however,  are  but  the 
fragments  of  a  ruin,  if  I  may  so  speak ;  yet  they  are 
interesting,  but  somewhat  perilous :  for  a  few  broken 
portions  of  a  wall  support  an  upper  chamber,  where 
appears  a  stone  chimney-piece  ol  very  curious  con- 
struction and  ornament.  Mr.  Lewis  contrived  in  t^ 
minutes  to  make  a  slight  yet  characteristic  sketch  of  it. 
I  call  these  fragments  perilous  ;  for  there  is  a  portion  of 
tb«n  of  which  the  superincumbent  floor,  of  flint-stone 
and  mortar,  is  just  giving  way — threatening  to  crush 
every  thing  below.  On  observing  a  large  cavity  or  loop* 
bole,  about  half  way  up  the  outa*  wall,  I  gained  it  by 
means  of  a  plentiful  growth  of  ivy,  and  from  thence 
surveyed  the  landscape  before  me.  Here,  having  Ah* 
some  time  past  lost  sight  of  the  Seine,  I  caught  a  fine 
bold  view  of  the  sweep  of  that  majestic  river,  now  be- 
coming broader  and  broader — ^while,  to  the  left,  softly 
tinted  by  distanoe,  appeared  the  beautiful  old  church  we 
had  just  left  behind : — ^the  verdure  of  the  hedges,  shrubs, 
and  forest  trees,  affording  a  rich  variety  to  the  ruddy 
blossoms  of  the  apple,  and  the  white  bloom  of  the  pear. 
For  a  painter,  or  rather  upon  the  principles  of  compo- 
idtion  for  a  well-painted  landscape,  there  was  nothing 
that  an  artist  would  think  deserving  of  representing 
upon  canvas :  for  there  was  absolutiely  neither  what  is 
ddled  fore-ground,  nor  middle-ground,  nor  distance — 
and  yet,  altogetiier,  you  would  have  prrferred  it  even 
to  the  wooded  scenery  of  Hobbima,  to  the  cool  stream- 
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lets  of  Ryedael,  or  to  the  herbacious  richness  of  Cuyp. 
I  admk,  however,  that  this  deliddus  morceau  of  land- 
scape was  greatly  indebted,  for  its  enchanting  effect,  to 
the  blue  splendour  of  the  sky,  and  the  soft  temperature 
of  the  sir;  while  the  fragrance  of  every  distended  Uos* 
som  added  vastly  to  the  gratification  of  the  beholder. 
But  it  is  time  to  descend  from  this  elevation,  and  to 
think  of  reaching  Duclair. 

BucLAiR  is  situated  close  to  the  very  borders  of  the 
Seine,  which  has  now  an  absolutely  lake-like  ^pear- 
ance.  We  stopped  at  the  auberge  to  rest  our  horses ; 
and  Mr.  Lewis,  as  usual,  betook  himself  to  some  fa- 
vourable spot,  at  a  small  distance,  for  the  sake  of  exer^ 
dsing  his  pencil.  Meanwhile  I  commenced  a  dis* 
course  with  the  master  of  the  inn  and  with  his  dauglh- 
ter ;  the  latter,  a  very  respectable-looking  and  well-he- 
haved  young  woman  of  about  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
She  was  preparing  a  ku*ge  crackling  wood-fire  to  dress 
a  fish,  called  the  Alose,  for  the  passengers  of  the  dili- 
gence— who  were  expected  within  half  an  hour.  The 
French  think  they  can  never  butter  their  victuals 
sufficiently ;  and  it  would  have  produced  a  spasmodic 
affection,  in  a  thoroughly  bilious  spectator,  could  he 
have  seen  the  enormous  piece  of  butter  which  this  ac- 
tive young  cuisini^re  thought  necessary  to  put  into 
the  pot  in  which  the  ^  Alose'  was  to  be  boiled.  She 
laughed  at  the  surprise  I  expressed;  and  added 
^^qu*on  ne  pent  rien  fiure  dans  la  cuisine  sans  le 
beurre."  You  ought  to  know,  by  the  bye,  that  the  Alosey 
something  like  our  mackerel  in  flavour,  is  a  large 
and  delicious  fish ;  and  that  we  were  always  anxious 
to  bespeak  it  at  the  table-d*h6te  at  Rouen.   Extricated 
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from  the  lake  of  butter  in  which  it  floats^  ^hen  brought 
upon  table^  it  is  not  only  a  rich^  but  a  very  substantial 
fish ;  and  I  give  it  decidedly  the  preference  to  all  the 
items  of  every  bill  of  fare  presented  to  us  by  Juliana 
Bemers  or  Isaac  Walton. 

The  auberge  is  situated  at  the  base  of  rather  a  lofty 
chalk  cliffy  close  to  the  road  side;  and  the  oppofflte 
side  of  the  road  is  washed  by  the  waters  oi  the  Seine. 
I  took  a  chair  and  sat  in  the  open  air^  by  the  side  of 
the  door— enjoying  the  breeze^  and  much  disposed  to 
gossip  with  the  master  of  the  place.  Perceiving  tUs^ 
he  i^proached,  and  addressed  me  with  a  pleasant 
degree  of  familiarity.  ^'  You  are  from  London,  then, 
SirT  "I  am."  "Ah  Sir,  I  never  think  of  London 
but  with  the  most  piunful  sensations.'*  "  How  so  ?" 
"  Sir,  I  am  the  sole  heir  of  a  rich  banker  who  died  in 
that  city  before  the  Revolution.  He  was  in  partner- 
ship with  an  English  gentleman.  Can  you  possibly 
advise  and  assist  me  upon  the  subject?*'  I  told 
him  that  my  advice  and  assistance  were  literally 
not  worth  a  sous ;  but  that,  such  as  they  were,  he  was 
perfectly  welcome  to  both.  "  Your  daughter  Sir,  is 
not  married  ?** — "  Non,  Monsieur,  elle  n*est  pas  encore 
£pous^ :  mais  je  lui  dis  qu'elle  ne  sera  jamais  heureuse 
avant  qu'elle  ne  le  soit.**  The  daughter,  who  had 
overheard  the  conversation,  came  forward,  and  look 
ing  over  her  shoulder  very  archly,  replied — ^^  ou  frial*- 
heureuse,  mon  p^re  r  In  the  discourse  which  followed^ 
the  worthy  innkeeper  seemed  wholly  to  forget  all  the 
agonies  of  disappointment  in  not  succeeding  as  heir  to 
the  ridi  banker  in  London.  Nevertheless,  I  am  far 
from  accusing  him  of  frtlsehood  . .  .  but  the  French 
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are  admirable  masters  of  variety.  Upon  ordinaiy 
tiopics  of  discussion,  their  conversation  darts,  with  the 
velocity  of  an  Indian^s  arrow. 

From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe ; 

The  horses  were  now  refreshed — ^the  postillion*s  whip 
not  only  awakened  the  echoes  of  the  place,  bnt  caused 
Mr.  L.  to  start  up  from  the  quiet  nook  in  which  he 
had  been  pencilling  a  few  surrounding  objects.  We 
were  solicited  to  "  mount  :** — and  though  we  had  not 
spent  a  sous  with  the  good  people  of  the  house,  thejr 
helped  us  into  the  cabriolet,  and  bade  us  a  hearty 
fEirewell.  On  enquiring  for  the  road  to  Jumieges— 
^'  Ha,  vous  voulez  done  voir.  Messieurs,  cette  fameuse 
abbaye — ^maintenant  il  n'en  existe  que  les  debris**— 
replied  the  loquacious  host.  I  thanked  lum  for  his 
civility,  wished  him  and  his  daughter  all  manner  of 
happiness,  and  we  started  at  a  smart  trot  for  the  once 
&r-famed  Abbe  V  OF  Jumieges. 

Do  you  remember,  my  dear  friend,  that  exceedingly 
cold  winter's  night,  when,  for  lack  of  other  book-enter- 
tainment, we  took  it  into  our  heads  to  have  a  rummage 
among  the  Scriptores  Historice  Normannorum  of  Du- 
chesne ? — and  finding  therein  many  pages  occupied 
by  Crulielnvus  Gemeticensis,  we  bethought  ourselves 
that  we  would  have  recourse  to  the  valuable  folio 
volume  ycleped  Neustria  Pia : — where  we  pi'esently 
seemed  to  hold  ccMiverse  with  the  ancient  founders 
and  royal  1)enefoctors  of  that  venerable  establishment! 
I  then  little  imagined  that  it  would  ever  fell  to  my  lot 
to  be  either  walking  or  musing  within  the  precincts  of 
t^iat  same  Abbey— ror  rather,  of  the  ruins  of  what  was 
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once  not  less  distinguished  as  a  school  of  learning,  tha^ 
admired  for  its  wealth  and  celebrity  as  a  monastic 
establishment.  Yes,  my  friend,  I  have  seen  and  visited 
the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  Jumieges ;  and  I  seem  to  live 
'^  mihi  charior**  in  consequence.  How  *  *  *  will  envy 
me  this  felicity  when  he  hears  of  it ! 

But  I  know  your  love  of  method — and  that  you  will 
be  in  wrath  if  I  skip  from  Duclair  to  Jumieges  ere  the 
horses  have  earned  us  a  quarter  of  a  league  upon  the 
route.  Be  it  so  then :  yet  remember,  if  you  love  chit- 
chat, you  must  be  prepared  for  trifles.  To  the  left  of 
Duclair y  and  also  washed  by  the  waters  of  the  Seine, 
stands  Marivaux  ;  a  most  picturesque  and  highly  cul- 
tivated spot.  Here  are  hanging  gardens,  and  jets 
d*eaux,  and  flower-woven  arbours,  and  daisy-sprinkled 
meadows — ^for  here  lives  and  occasionally  revels  La 
Marquise  *  *  *  *.  I  might  have  been  not  only  a  spec- 
tator of  her  splendor,  but  a  participator  of  her  hospi- 
tality ;  for  my  often-mentioned  valuable  friend,  M .  Le 
Prevost,  volunteered  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  hen 
What  was  to  be  done  ?  One  cannot  be  every  where  in 
one  day,  or  in  one  journey : — so,  gravely  balancing  the 
ruins  of  still  life  agmnst  the  charm  of  animated  society, 
I  was  dolt  enough  to  prefer  the  former — and  work- 
ing myself  up  into  the  fentasy  of  witnessing  the  spec- 
tered  forms  of  Dagobbrt  and  Clovis,  (the  fabled 
founders  of  the  Abbey)*  and  of  hearing 

voices,  through  the  void  deep-sounding, 

I  resolutely  turned  my  back  upon  MarivauXy  and  as 

*  Dagobbkt  and  Clovis^  thefabledfounden  q/*^^ft^.]— Arthur 
Da  MoDfltier,  autbor  of  tke  Neustria  Pia,  ig  dispoeed  to  gbe  up  the 
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Steadily  looked  forwards  to  Jumibgbs.  ^^  We  will  eat 
our  cold  fowl  and  drink  our  vin  ordinaire  upon  the 
grass  within  the  walls  of  the  abbey/*  siud  I  to  my 
companion :  ^^  The  Marchioness  (rejoined  he)  can 
afford  us  nothing  so  delightful.**  Unchivalrous  reply ! 
The  road  became  more  and  more  circuitous.  We 
ascended  very  sensibly — ^then  striking  into  a  sort  of 
bye-road^  in  a  fields  we  were  told  that  we  should 

fonner^  but  to  retain  the  latter :  see  pages  259>  2€l>  of  the  work 
just  mentioned.  Yet  William  Longesp^e,  and  his  Son  William, have 
doubtless  better  claims  than  either  -,  although  not  a  vestige  remains 
of  the  building  as  it  appeared  in  the  times  of  the  more  ancient 
Rulers  of  Normandy.  I  do  not  conceive  indeed  that  any  preteot 
portion  of  the  ruins  can  be  older  than  the  beginning  of  the  xiiih  cen- 
tury.  That  Clovk  may  hare  been  the  original  planner  of  the  Abbey 
should  seem  to  be  not  very  improbable,  from  the  following  verses, 
taken  from  an  old  MS.  Life  of  St.  Bathilde,  the  wife  and  Queen  of 
the  French  King : 

Jumegia  ex  natb  Clodousi  dicta  Oemellis  : 
Aucta  refulgebat  nongentis  firatribos  olim. 

It  must  have  been  in  RoUo's  Ume,  therefore,  a  noble  establishment. 
RoUo  is  indeed  considered  as  the  great  restorer  of  religious  e^ccs 
in  Normandy: 

Tunc  fieri  dehibra  tubet,  cellasqae,  domosque^ 
Mtiltaque  restituit,  prisds  subuersa  minis 
Prssdia,  dhiiCias,  quo  possent  qolBstibus  absque, 
Quique  Monoptolemi  leclusam  ducere  vitam. 

Protiniis  artificas  sponsa  mercede  labod, 
Stnicturas  renouare  parant  arctando  minori 
Schemate,  limitibos,  domumque  locique  tenore 
Archetypum  :  tandem  febrefM^ti  encoenia  Templi, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Neustria  Pia,  p.  306. 

William,  sumamed  Longesp^,  was  the  son  of  Rollo ;  and  it  b 
just  possible  that  he  may  have  the  most  effectually  contributed  to  the 
building  of  the  Abbey.  The  first  Abbot  was  Mardnus ;  or  rather  St. 
Martin— for,  like  St.  Ouen*  and  the  generality  of  fint  Abbots^  he  was 
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quickly  reach  the  place  of  our  destmation.  A  frac- 
tured capital^  and  broken  shafts  of  the  late  Normcffi 
time,  left  at  random  beneath  a  hedge,  seemed  to  bespeak 
the  vicinity  of  the  abbey.  We  then  gained  a  height) 
whence,  looking  straight  forward,  we  caught  the  first 
glance  of  the  spires,  or  rather  of  the  small  towers  of  the 
Abbey  of  Jumieges.*  *^  La  voil^,  Moufideur,'" — exclaim- 
ed the  postilion — increasing  both  his  speed  and  the 
flourishes  of  his  whip — ^^  voil^  la  belle  Abbayel'* 

It  was  indeed  "  beautifuF*  or  **  fine  •/'  but  these  are 
words  which  carry  force  only  by  association  of  ideas. 
It  had  been  questionless  most  beautiful.  The  grey  or 
almost  white  tint  of  the  stone,  contrasted  by  the  wood- 
covered  hills,  in  which  the  monastery  seemed  to  be 
0n[ibosomed,  struck  us  with  peculiar  force :  ^^  if  these 
are  end-towers  (observed  my  companion)  the  central 
tower,  now  destroyed,  must  have  been  of  very  large 
dimensions.'*  We  approached  and  entered  the  village 
of  Jumieges.  Leaving  some  pretty  houses  to  the  right 
.and  left,  among  which  is  a  parsonage  residence  of 
more  than  usually  comfortable  appearance  for  France, 

canonized.  Among  the  grants  of  privileges^  &c.  is  one  from  our 
Henry  I.  *'  Not  only  (  says  Du  Monstier)  did  the  Norman  Dukes  love 
the  locality  oCi  and  largely  endow>  the  Abbey  6f  Jumieges,  but  even  the 
Kings  of  France— and  chiefly  Charles  VII. — ^who  erected  there  a  reli- 
gious house  :'*  which  vras  standing  in  Du  Monstier*s  time — not  however 
without  affording  evidence  of  the  ravages  committed  upon  it  by  the 
Calvinists  in  the  xvith  century.  It  is  above  observed  that  Aonbs 
80RBL  (mistress  of  Charles)  was  buried  in  the  Abbey. 

*Mr.Cotman  has  published  etchings  of  the  West  £ront :  theTowers^ 
somewhat  fore-shortened;  the  Elevation  of  the  Nave — and  doorway  of 
the  Abbey  :  the  latter  an  extremely  interesting  specimen  of  art.  A 
somewhat  particular  and  animated  description  of  it  will  be  found  in 
lAeut,  HaJXi  TraneUvn  France,  8vo.  p.  57»  1819. 
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we  desceaded— and  drove  to  a  snug  auberge^  evidently 
a  portion  of  some  of  the  outer  buildings,  or  of 
the  chapter-house,  attached  to  the  Abbey.  A  large 
gothic  roof,  and  central  pillar,  upon  entering,  un- 
equivocally attest  the  ancient  character  of  the  place. 
The  whole  struck  us  as  having  been  formerly  of  very 
great  dimensions.  It  was  a  glorious  sun-shiny  af- 
ternoon, and  the  villagers  quickly  crowded  round 
the  cabriolet.  ^*  Voil^  Messieurs  les  Anglois,  qm 
viennent  voir  TAbbaye— mais  eflfectivement  il  n*y  a 
rien  k  voir."  I  told  the  landlady  the  object  of  our 
visit.  She  procured  us  a  guide  and  a  key :  and  within 
.five  minutes  we  entered  the  nave  of  the  abbey. 

Sacred  be  the  moment,  and  serene  be  the  heavens,  on 
the  first  view  of  this  interior !  I  can  never  forget  it.  It 
has  not  the  magical  effect,  or  that  sort  of  artificial  burst, 
which  attends  the  first  view  of  Tint  em  abbey :  but,  as  the 
ruin  is  larger,  there  is  necessaiily  more  to  attract  atten- 
tion, like  Tlntem  also,  it  is  unroofed — ^yet  this  unroof- 
ing has  proceeded  from  a  different  x^ause :  of  which  pre- 
sently. The  side  aisles  present  you  with  a  short  flat- 
tened arch  :  the  nave  has  none :  but  you  observe  a  long 
pilaster-like  or  alto-relievo  column,  of  slender  dimen- 
sions, running  from  bottom  to  top,  with  a  sort  of  Ro- 
man capital.  The  arched  cieling  and  roof  are  entirely 
gone.  We  proceeded  towards  the  eastern  extremity, 
and  saw  more  frightful  ravages  both  of  time  and  of  ac- 
cident. The  latter  however  had  triumphed  over  the 
former :  but  for  accident  you  must  read  revohdum. 

On  the  first  view  of  each  surrounding  object,  we 
were  struck  with  a  variety  of  sensations.  In  the  land 
of  Normandy — the  land  of  castles  and  cathedrals- 
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we  fancied  a  higher  tone  of  feeling  was  connected 
with  every  thing  we  saw.  But  this  was  only  the 
venial  enthusiasm  of  young  travellers.  The  day  had 
been  rather  oppressive  for  a  May  morning ;  and  we 
were  getting  £str  into  the  afternoon^  when  clouds 
began  to  gather^  and  the  sun  became  occasionally 
obscured.  We  seated  ourselves  upon  a  grassy  hillock^ 
and  began  to  prepare  for  dinner.  To  the  left  of  us 
lay  a  huge  pile  of  fragments  of  pillars  and  groin- 
ings  of  arches — the  eflfects  of  recent  havoc :  to  the 
right,  within  three  yards,  was  the  very  spot  in  which 
the  celebrated  Agnes  Sorel,  Mistress  of  Charles  VII., 
lay  entombed : — not  a  relic  of  mausoleum  now  marking 
the  place  where,  formerly,  the  sculptor  had  exhibited 
the  choicest  efforts  of  his  art,  and  the  devotee  had 
r^aired  to 

Breathe  a  prayer  for  her  soul — and  pass  on ! 

What  a  contrast,  my  dear  friend,  to  the  present  aspect 
of  things! — ^to  the  mixed  rubbish  and  wild  flowers  with 
which  every  spot  is  now  well  nigh  covered !  The  mis- 
tress of  the  inn  having  furnished  us  with  napkins  and 
tumblers,  we  partook  of  our  dinner,  surrounded  by 
the  objects  just  described,  with  no  ordinary  sensations, 
llie  first  and  only  sentiment  which  we  drank,  was, 
(naturally  I  would  hope)  ^^  dear  Old  England,  and  all 
that  it  cont^ns  I"" — ^A  more  enthusiastic  toper  would 
have  drunk  to  the  memories  of  those  who  slept  within 
the  walls  of  the  abbey — but  we  were  content  to  sacrifice 
the  unknown  dead  to  the  cherished  living.  Yet  I 
will  not  conceal  that,  more  than  once  or  twice,  I  felt 
a  sort  of  romantic  twinge  come  across  me,  which  had 

VOL.  I.  N 
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nearly  induced  me  to  make  a  libation  to  ; . . .  But  it 
was  only  a  twinge — and,  like  twinges  in  general,  was 
perfectly  evanescent. 

llie  air  now  became  oppressive  ;    when,  looking 
through  the  few  remaining  unglazed  muUions  of  the 
windows,  I  observed  that  the  clouds  grew  darker  and 
darker,  while  a  foint  rumbling  of  thunder  reached 
our  ears.    The  sun  however  yet  shone  gaily,  although 
pattially  ;  ^d  as  the  storm  neared  us,  it  floated  as  it 
were  round  the  abbey — affording,  by  means  of  its 
purple,  black  colour,  contrasted  with  the  pale  tint  of  the 
walls,^— one  of  the  most  beautiful  painter-Hke  effects 
imaginable.  Mr.  L.  started  up  from  his  seat  to  enjoy  a 
more  general  view :  but  I  was  unwilling  to  quit  the 
vicinity  of  Agnes  Sorel — and  remained  tranquilly  upcm 
the  hillock,  even  though  two  smart  flashes  of  lightning 
bad  come  across  me.    In  an  instant  almost — and  as 
if  touched  by  the  wand  of  a  mighty  necromancer — 
the  i^ole  scene  became  metamorphosed.  The  thunder 
growled,  but  only  growled —  and  the  threatening  pha- 
lanx oif  sulphur-charged  clouds  rolled  away  —  and 
melted  into  the  quiet  uniform  tint  which   usually 
precedes  sun-set.     Our  dinner  being  dispatched,  we 
rose  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  ruins  which 
had  survived  ....  not  only  the  Revolution,  but  the 
cupidity  of  the  present  owner  of  the  soU — ^who  is  a 
rich  man,  living  at  Rouen — and  who  loves  to  dispose 
of  any  portion  of  the  stone,  whether  standing  or  pros^ 
trate,  for  the  sake  of  the  lucre*  however  trifling, 
which  arises  from  the  sale.     Surely  the  whole  cor- 
poration of  the   city  of  Rouen,  with  the  mayor  at 
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their  head,  ought  to  staiid  between  this  ruthless  ^^  rkb 
man/*  and  the  abbey — ^the  victim  of  his  brutal  avarice 
and  ^ant  of  taste. 

We  ascended  the  worn  stone  steps  of  the  left  tower 
of  the  western  extremity  as  you  enter,  and  Walked  over 
the  arched  roof  of  the  sidd  aisles,  which  was  covered 
with  earth,  grass,  weeds,  and  wild  flowers.  There  is 
nothing  above  it ;  so  that,  in  a  short  time,  from  its 
exposure  to  the  vicissitudes  of  weather,  it  must  soon 
g^ve  way,  and  add  to  the  enoripbus  heap  of  rubbish 
below.  Indeed,  in  one  part,  (but  I  forget  over  which  of 
the  aisles)  there  is  a  fri^tful  fracture,  or  opening, 
threatening  to  precipitate  several  ton  weight  of  the 
roof.  The  right  tower  is  inaccessible  of  ascent ;  but 
we  pursued  our  spiral  route  to  the  very  top  of  the 
left ;  and,  from  its  summit,  enjoyed  a  glorious  view 
of  every  thing  immediately  below  and  around  us.  The 
abbey  had  a  most  interesting  but  somewhat  terrific  ap* 
pearance.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  eastern  extremity 
was  in  ruins: — ^while,  in  the  centre,  the  portion  of  the 
lantern,  or  square  tower,  which  remained,  denoted  the 
extent  of  its  original  dimensions.  The  nave  was  en- 
tirely unroofed ; — ^and  indeed  not  a  single  fragment  of 
any  portion  of  the  roof  was  visible.  Such  a  scene  of  sa- 
crilegious desolation  can  scarcely  be  conceived.  What 
had  been  the  abbot* s  lodge,  the  refectory,  the  chapter- 
house and  cloisters,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  is 
now  perhaps  only  matter  of  conjecture :  but  the  mate- 
rials are  in  a  very  entire  state — ^that  is  to  say,  the  stone 
is  yet  hard,  close-gndned,  and  of  a  beautiful  creamy  tint. 

The  situation  of  the  abbey  is  delightful.  It  lies  at  the 
bottom  of  some  gently  undulating  hills,  within  two  or 
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three  hundred  yards  of  the  Seine.  The  river  here  runs 
gently,  in  a  serpentine  direction,  at  the  foot  of  wood* 
covered  hilis^ — and  all  seemed,  from  our  elevated  sta- 
tion, indicative  of  froitfulness,  of  gaiety,  and  of  pros- 
perity,— all — save  the  mournful  and  magnificent 
remains  of  the  venerable  abbey  whereon  we  gazed! — 
In  ^t,  Jumieges  exists  only  as  a  shell.  We  descended, 
strolled  about  the  village,  (taking  every  possible  view 
of  the  Abbey)  and  mingled  in  the  conversation  of  the 
villagers.  It  was  a  lovely  approach  of  evening — and 
men,  women,  and  children  were  seated,  or  sauntering 
in  the  open  air.  Perceiving  we  were  anxious  to  gain 
information,  they  flocked  around  us — and  from  one 
man,  in  particular,  I  obtained  exact  intelligence  about 
the  havoc  which  had  been  committed  during  the  Revo- 
lution upon  the  abbey.  The  roof  had  been  battered 
down  for  the  sake  of  the  lead — ^to  make  bullets ;  the 
pews,  altars,  and  iron-work,  had  been  converted  into 
other  destructive  purposes  of  warfare;  and  the  great 
bell  had  been  sold  to  some  speculators  in  a  cannon- 
foundery  at  Rouen.  The  revolutionary  mania  had 
even  brutalized  the  Abbot.  This  man,  who  must  be 
considered  as 

damned  to  everlasting  fome, 

had  been  a  monk  of  the  monastery ;  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  attained  the  headship  of  it,  he  took  it  into  his 
head  to  dispose  of  every  tangible  and  moveable  piece  of 
furniture,  to  gratify  the  revolutionary  pack  which  were 
daily  howling  at  the  gates  of  the  abbey  for  entrance! 
Nor  could  he  plead  compulsion  as  an  excuse.  He 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  work  of  destruction,  of  which  he 
had  the  absolute  direction.  But  enough  of  this  wretch. 
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Having  gratified  our  curiosity,  as  much  as  we  were 
enabled,  rather  than  as  much  as  we  wished,  to  do— 
we  returned  to  the  cabaret :  ordered  the  horses,  and 
prepared  to  quit  Jumieges  for  Caudebec.  The  land- 
lady seemed  loath  to  part  with  us,  —  ^^  tant  elle  aima 
Messieurs  les  Anglois  qui  venoient  voir  sa  ch^re  Abbaye 
de  Jumi^es  !^  In  five  minutes  we  retraced  our  route 
through  the  village,  and  bade  adieu  to  the  Abbey . . 
^^  a  long  and  lingering  adieu'' — ^while  the  two  slim 
western  towers  seemed  to  requite  us  for  our  solicitude 
by  keeping  in  view  whenever  we  chose  to  look  behind 
-^-«ven  till  we  came  within  a  league  of  our  next  resting- 
place.  ^ 

That  resting-place  was  Cavdbbbc;  and  the  road 
thereto,  from  the  spot  we  had  just  quitted,  was,  if  pos- 
sible, more  interesting  than  the  preceding  route.  The 
son  was  about  to  sink  into  the  waters  of  the  Seine : 
*— which  were  in  one  warm  crimson  hue  for  the  last 
hour  before  we  reached  Caudebec.  An  evening  of  un- 
usual serenity — or  rather  of  splendour— crowned  the 
gratifications  of  this  busy  day.  The  road  was  fre^ 
qnently  winding ;  but  in  general  we  kept  pretty  close 
to  the  banks  of  the  Seine  —  on  the  opposite  side 
of  which,  within  about  a  league  of  Caudebec,  we  saw 
the  chateau  and  terrace  of  the  Marquise  of (men- 
tioned a  few  minutes  ago)  whither  many  English  resort, 
and  where  fruit  trees  and  flowers  rejoice  the  wondering 
eye  and  make  sweet  the  circumambient  air !  A  ferry 
conducts  you  straight  to  the  spot — ^which  my  imaginar- 
tion  peopled  with  valorous  knights  and  courtly  dames. 
Indeed  I  almost  sighed  as  I  passed  this  supposed  ma- 
gical residence . . .  and  pressed  onwards  for  Caudebec. 
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Caudebec  is  a  very  considerable  village,  or  rather  a 
small  town.  You  go  down  a  steep  descent,  on  entering 
it  by  the  route  *we  came.  As  you  look  about,  there 
are  singular  appearances  on  all  sides  —  of  houses,  and 
hanging  gardens,  and  elaborately  cut  avenues — ^upon 
summits,  declivities,  and  on  the  plain.  But  the  charm 
of  the  view,  at  least  to  my  old-fashioned  eyes,  was  a 
fine  old  gothic  church,  and  a  very  fine  spire  of  what 
appeared  to  belong  to  another.  As  the  evening  had 
completely  set  in,  we  resolved  to  reserve  our  admiration 
of  the  place  till  the  morrow.  We  had  forgotten  the 
name  of  the  best  inn — always  a  most  important  me- 
mento— and  accordingly,  in  compliance  with  the  in- 
structions received  from  the  people  in  the  street,  we 
drove  to  the  first  auberge  which  presented  itself.  It 
was  certainly  of  the  sorriest  possible  aspect,  and  of  the 
most  stnughtened  dimensions.  But  we  were  tired,  and 
heartily  glad  of  a  resting-place.  After  securing  beds, 
we  strolled  about  the  village.  An  avenue  of  trees, 
close  to  the  water's  edge,  (I  am  speaking  pf  the  Seine) 
quickly  caught  our  attention — and  the  li^t  from  a 
spruce  caff(6e  as  quickly  induced  us  to  enter  and  be- 
speak refreshments  It  was  now  quite  dark.  Remote 
as  was  this  solitude,  and  humble  as  appeared  sJmost 
eVery  mansion,  we  were  equally  surprised  and  delighted 
by  the  appearance  of  neatness  and  comfort  of  every 
thing  within  this  coflee-house.  We  ordered  tea :  when 
the  sound  of  this  well-known  English  beVerage  brought 
forth  a  middle-aged,  respectable  looking  woman,  who 
addressed  us  in  French — ^which  instantly  struck  me  as 
an  Aoglo-gallican  melange.  My  reply  helped  to  throw 
off  the  mask  completely  ;  and  we  were  glad  to  recog- 
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nise  each  other  as  English.  She  told  us  she  had  been 
fourteen  years  domesticated  in  that  mansion,  of  which 
the  mistress  was  a  woman  of  beauty  and  virtue,  but 
overwhelmed  with  misfortune — "  but/'  says  she,  "  let 
me  go  and  tell  the  girl  how  to  make  your  tea,  and  then 
we  will  talk  more  at  leisure." 

On  her  return^  we  quickly  resumed  our  promis- 
cuous chit-chat.  To  be  sure  she  dearly  loved  talking : 
but  the  tea  was  good,  and  so  was  the  cream,  and  so 
were  the  eggs,  and  eke  the  bread  and  butter  : — and  a 
delicious  repast  we  made.  Meanwhile  some  stragglings 
countrified-looking  customers,  came*with  their  sous  to 
enjoy  their  draught  of  eau  de  vie,  but  without  the  least 
tendency  to  inebriety.  There  was  a  brightly-bumr 
ing  lamp  suspended  to  the  cieling  of  the  coffee  house, 
and  as  Englishmen  were  rarely  seen  in  the  retired 
village  of  Caudebec,  these  customers  gazed  at  us  with 
a  wonder-smitten  eye.  "  You  must  come  to-morrow 
monung  and  take  your  coffee  here** — observed  our 
good  countrywoman — ^^  they  make  excellent  coffee  at 
this  house."  We  agreed  to  come  on  the  morrow  to 
break&st,  and  so  took  our  leave :  retiring  to  our  humble 
auberge,  where  two  good  beds,  and  sheets  yet  whiter 
than  the  freshest  looking  remaining  stone  in  the  abbey 
^rf*  Jnmieges,  awaited  our  return.  Here  I  finished  the 
journal  of  the  occurrences  of  the  day  before  I  went  to 
rest.  •  • .  and  here  methinks  is  a  fair  and  fitting  oppor- 
tunity to  wish  my  friend  good  night.  So  fare  you 
well :  and  open  the  leaves  of  your  Neustria  Pia,  to 
make  yourself  master  of  the  Antiquities  of  the  Abbey 

OF  JUMIBGKS. 
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LETTER  XL 

CAUDEBEC.        LILIiClBONNE.      BOLBBC.        TANKAI|VILLB. 
MOKTMORENCI  CASTLE.      HAVRE  DE  GRACE. 

My  last  concluded  with  a  night-scene  at  Caadebec. 

The  present  opens  wkh  a  morning  scene  at  the  ataae 

place.  •  Mr.  Lewis,  who  generally  contrives  to  borrow 

the  wings  of  the  lark^  was  stirring  before  six  o'clock : 

and  put  lus  pencit  in  requisition  a  very  short  time  after 

he  1^  ueacfaed  a  favx)urable  spot.    I  told  you  in  my  last 

that  Caudebec  was  a  sort  of  an  up-and-down  place : 

with  hanging  gardens,  villas^  and  commanding  terraces* 

Upon  one  of  these  latter,  Mr.  L.  took  his  staticm.    It 

commanded  a  good  bird's-^e  view  of  the  principal 

street  in  the  town.    The  sun  was  shining  beautifully 

bright,  lighting  up  the  bread  meandering  Seine,  the 

tower,  and  spire  of  the  church,  and  the  curiously  cut 

avenues  of  the  public  gardens  :  which  latter,  indeed, 

have  the  effect,  upon  paper,  of  an  ancient  aqueduct. 

In  the  foreground,  upon  the  walled  terrace,   s<Hne 

girls  were  sitting  and  gathering  v^;etables.    One  oS 

them  was  reading.    A  dexterous  artist  knows  how  to 

seize  such  an  opportunity — and  accordingly  Mr.  L 

<xmtrived  to  put  his  whole  picture  together  in  a  man- 

ner^vhich  perfectly  enchanted  me — ^wfaen  we  met  at  the 

forementioned  caff(§e  at  breakfast.    Look  at  it — ♦  and 

fastiifious  as  you  are,  dare  you  venture  to  say  that  it 

hath  a  single  defect  ? 

*  See  the  Opposite  Plate. 
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:    I  was  however  myself,  for  a  miracle,  stirring  before 
nine.    The  church  was  the  first  object  of  attraction. 
For  the  size  of  the  place,  it  is  really  a  noble  structure : 
perhaps  of  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth,  or  latter  part 
of  the  fifteenth  century.    I  speak  of  the  exterior  gene- 
rally, and  of  a  great  portion  of  the  interior.    A  little 
shabby  green-bmse  covered  door  (as  usual)  was  half 
open,  and  I  entered  with  no   ordinary  expectations 
of  gratification.      The  painted  glass    seemed  abso- 
lutely to  warm  the  place — so  rich  and  varied  were 
its  colours.  There  is  a  great  abundance  of  it,  andespe* 
cially  of  figures  of  families  kneeling — ^rather  small,  but 
with  great  appearance  of  portrait-like  fidelity.    They 
are  chiefly  of  the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth  century :  and 
I  own  that,  upon  gazing  at  these  charming  specimens  of 
ancient  painting  upon  glass,  I  longed  to  fix  an  artist 
before    every  window,  to  bear  away  triumphantly, 
in  a  portfolio  of  elephantine  dimensions,  a  faithful  copy 
Df  almost  every  thing  I  saw.    In  some  of  the  counte- 
nances, I  fiuicied  I  traced  the  p^icil  of  Lucas  Cra- 
NACH — and  even  of  Hans  Holbein.    But  I  must  not 
omit  informing   you  of   an  interesting  occurrence, 
which  helped  to  give  additional  magic  to  the  scene.    I 
have  told  you  that,  in  France,  there  is  a  perpetual  in- 
•  gress  and  egress  of  devotees-^especially  of  females. 
Hie  nave  and  aisles  are  plentifully  sprinkled  with  rush- 
bottomed  chairs,  upon  which  the  devotees  kneel — 
but  always  with  a  slanting  or  see-saw  position  of  the 
chair.    Upon  one  of  these  chairs,  in  such  slanting  posi- 
tion, knelt  a  young  woman  of  the  most  regular  set  of 
features  and  interesting  expression.    Her  profile,  even 
to  your  own  severe  taste,  might  have  been  considered 
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perfect.  She  had  large  drcular  ear-rings^  and  was 
dressed  in  the  Norman  attire  of  blue  and  crimson. 
Her  lips  appeared  to  be  exercised  in  prayer  before  a 
statue  of  the  Virgin,  and  her  raised  eye  and  clasped 
hands  denoted  an  intensity  of  devotion.  The  sun  shone 
full  upon  the  window  which  faced  her,  and  which  threw 
a  warmth  of  colour  over  her  whole  figure.  Her  eye 
turned  towards  me,  but  her  lips  and  hands  were  yet 
occupied  in  devotion.  Perhaps,  for  effectj  no  devo- 
tional figure  ever  presented  itself  in  a  more  interesting 
manner — both  personally  and  locally  considered. 

This  church  has  numerous  side  chapels,  smd  figures 
of  patron-saints.  Hie  entombment  of  Christ  in  white 
marble,  (at  the  end  of  the  chapel  of  the  Virg^,) 
is  rather  singular ;  inasmuch  as  the  figure  of  Christ 
itself  is  ancient,  and  exceedingly  fine  in  anatomical 
expression  ;  but  the  usual  surrounding  figures  are  mo- 
dern, and  proportionably  clumsy  and  inexpressive. 
I  noted  one  mural  monument,  to  the  memory  of  Guil- 
laume  TeUier,  which  was  dated  1184.  This  date  was 
undoubtedly  only  a  repetition  of  the  ancient  one.  Few 
phurches  have  more  highly  interested  me,  than  this  at 
Caudebec.*  From  the  church  I  strolled  to  the  Place, 
where  stood  our  caffiS,  by  the  banks  of  the  Seine.  The 
morning  view  of  this  scene  perfectly  delighted  me. 
Nothing  can  be  more  picturesque;  The  river  cannot 
be  much  less  than  a  mile  in  width,  and  it  makes  a  per- 
fect bend  in  the  form  of  a  crescent.  On  one  side,  that 
on  which  the  village  stands,  are  walks  and  gardens 

*  ihe  Church  at  Caudebec.'] — ^Lieutenant  Hall  has  well  described  it. 
I  did  not  see  his  description  till  more  than  a  twelTemonth  after  mj 
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through  whidh  peep  numerous  white  idllas — and  on 
the  other  are  meadows,  terminating  in  lofty  rising 
grounds — feathered  with  coppice-wood  down  to  the 
very  water's  edge.  This  may  be  considered^  in  fact, 
only  a  portion  of  the  vast  Forest  de  Bretone,  which 
rises  in  wooded  majesty  on  the  opposite  heights.  As 
the  morning  was  fine,  the  effect  was  really  exhilarating: 
but  the  recollection  of  Richmond  Hill  suggested  to  me 
how  this  infinitely  more  magnificent  sweep  of  river- 
would  have  been  improved,  in  a  picturesque  point  of 
view,  by  vessels  and  sailing  bo#:s,  with  gay  streamers, 
in  perpetual  motion !  The  spirit  and  the  wealth  of  our 
countrymen  would  make  Caudebec  one  of  the  most 
enchanting  summer-residences  in  the  world.  The  po- 
pulation of  the  town  is  estimated  at  about  five  thousand. 
We  assembled  at  the  caff<6  a  little  after  nine,  and 
there  met  the  good  Englishwoman  who  had  procured 

ofWB  had  been  written.  A  part  may  .be  worth  extracting  ....''  The 
prui^>al  object  of  attraction  is  the  Church^  the  gothic  apire  of  whidi 
18  endicled  by  fillets  of  roses^  beautifully  carved  in  stone>  and  contl* 
nued  to  the  very  summit  of  the  steeple.  The  principal  portal  too  is 
sculptured  with  no  less  richness  and  delicacy  than  that  of  St.  Macloud 
at  Rouen.  Its  interior  length  is  about  250  feet  by  72  of  width.  The 
central  aisle  [,nave]  is  flanked  on  either  side  by  ten  massive  circular 
columns,  the  capitals  of  which  represent  vine  leaves  and  other  decora- 
tions, more  faadfiilj  and  not  less  rich,  than  the  Corinthian  acanthus. . 
In  one  of  the  chi4>els  there  is  a  rude  monumental  effigy  of  the  original 
architect  of  this  church.  It  consists  of  a  small  skeleton,  drawn  in 
black  lines,  against  a  tablet  in  the  waU  :  a  ma8on*s  level  and  trowel, 
with  the  plan  of  a  building,  are  (reside  it,  and  an  inscription  in  gothic 
diaracters,  relating  that  the  architect  endowed  the  church  he  had  built 
with  certain  lands,  and  died  Anno  1184.**  Traoeli  m  France,  p.  47, 
i%\9,  8vo.    I  take  this  to  be  Gvillaumb  Tbluer— -mentioned  above. 
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us  tea  ^^  according  to  art**  the  preceding  evening.  The 
coffee^  I  must  own,  was  even  better  than  we  were 
taught  to  expect.  Our  conversation  was  directed 
chiefly  to  a  knowledge  of  the  loccUe,  and  of  the  general 
character  of  the  inhabitants.  There  was  a  brewery; 
which,  said  our  loquacious  guide,  was  conducted  by  a 
Scotchman;  who  had  also  entered  into  partnership  in  the 
coal  trade.  This  latter  will  excite  your  astonishment 
-^-considering  that  Normandy  abounds  in  woods.  But 
the  truth  is,  the  present  generation  is  entirely  thought- 
less of  that  which  is  1^  succeed.  Within  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  great  towns,  even  of  Rouen,  the  coun- 
try is  denuded  of  trees;  aud  yet  no  one  thinks  of 
planting.  Thus,  let  only  twenty-five  years  pass  away, 
and  where  will  be  the  Frenchman's  fuel  ?  Even  as  it 
is,  that  article  is  of  excessive  high  price — through- 
out the  whole  of  France.  Understanding  that  our 
fiiends  in  *  *  *  *  *  had  some  thoughts  of  hiring  a  house 
for  the  summer  in  this  neighbourhood,  I  told  our  female 
acqucuntance  of  the  circumstance,  and  begged  that 
she  would  interest  herself  for  me.  ^^  Let  us,**  said  she, 
"set  off  immediately — for  at  this  precise  moment, 
there  is  an  excellent  vacant  residence  close  to  the  river 
side.**  We  paid  our  reckoning,  (three  francs  a-head) 
and  left  the  coffee-house  immediately. 

But  judge  of  my  astonishment,  when,  on  going  out 
of  doors,  I  saw  the  river  in  a  state  of  extreme  agitation: 
the  whole  mass  of  water  rising  perpendicularly,  as  it 
were,  and  broad  rippling  waves  rolling  over  each  other. 
It  was  the  coming  in  of  the  tide ....  and  within  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  it  appeared  to  have  risen  upwards 
of  two  feet.      You  may  remember  that,  in  our  own 
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country,  the  Severn-tides  exhibit  the  same  phenomer 
non;  and  I  have  seen  the  river  at  Glocester  rise  ai 
once  to  the  height  of  eight  or  ten  feet,  throwing  up  a 
shower  of  foam  from  the  gradually  narrowing  bed  of 
the  river,  and  causing  all  the  craft,  great  and  small,  to 
rise  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  to  appear  upon  a  level  with 
the  meadows.  The  tide  at  Caudebec,  though  similar  in 
kind,  was  not  so  in  degree ;  for  it  rose  gradually  yet 
most  visibly — and  by  the  time  we  bad  reached  the 
^^  house  to  let,**  the  elevation  could  not  have  been  less 
than  seven  or  eight  feet. 

As  you  ought  to  have  a  picture  of  a  betterroost 
house  to  let  in  Normandy,  you  must  read  patiently 
what  follows.  An  outer-wall  with  a  carriage  entrance 
first  arrested  our  attention.  We  could  not  see  what 
was  behind — and  ^^  omne  ignotum  pro  magnifico**  you 
know.  We  pulled  a  wire,  expecting  that  wire  to 
cause  a  bell  to  sound;  but  we  pulled  a  long  time  with- 
out being  fovoured  Mdth  any  such  sound.  Effects  are 
only  adequate  to  their  causes,  and  vice  versa.  Now  tht 
bell  happened  to  have  no  connection  with  the  wire, 
simply  because  the  wbe  happened  to  have  no  connec- 
tion with  the  bell:  in  other  words,  because  the  said 
wire  had  been  broken  these  six  months.  We  knocked 
with  our  fists,  and  obtained  admission.  To  the  left 
was. a  remise,  or  place  to  put  a  carriage  in:  above 
was  a  good  hay  loft,  and  below  was  a  stall  (without 
divisions,  as  usual)  for  five  horses.  The  mansion 
house  was  long  and  low:  covered  with  white  thick 
Venetian  blinds,  half  open,  and  half  in  want  of  re- 
pair. The  suite  of  apartments  was  considerable,  but 
in  a  most  melancholy  looking  plight :  the  ftimiture  be- 
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low  was  withdrawn.  •  The  dining  room,  with  a  brick 
floor^  was  of  goodly  dimensions — and  the  end-rooms 
were  in  the  character  of  boudoirs.  The  kitchen, 
liard  by,  exhibited  but  sorry  capabilities — and  neither 
spit,  pot,  nor  pan,  was  visible.  Above  stairs,  there  were 
bed  rooms  furnished  with  beds,  and  a  good  drawing 
room — with  yellow  velveteen  furniture,  even  to  the 
bottoms  of  the  chairs.  The  view  of  the  garden,  and 
of  the  river,  immediately  in  front,  was  extremely  in- 
t^'esting — and  Eng^h  neatness  would  have  r6n* 
dered  the  former  a  little  ^^  paradise  of  sweets.**  The 
mid  rooms,  like  those  below,  in  the  character  of 
bouddrs,  had  each  a  view  of  the  bend  of  the  river  ; 
— and  that,  to  the  left,  might  have  warmed  the  most 
cold-hearted  observer  of  nature.  The  situation  was  un- 
doubtedly charming;  but  a  rubbishing  look  pervaded 
«ven  the  very  laburnums,  which  were  streaming  with 
gold.  As  for  tl^  box,  which  flanked  the  gravel  walks, 
both  box  and  walk  wanted  a  thorough  revolutionising — 
in  other  words,  clipping,  turning  up,  and  rolling.  Hi^ 
furniture  must  have  been  hired ;  and  exclusively  of 
this  extra  cost,  we  were  told  that  the  house  could  not 
be  let  for  three  mont)is  under  forty  Napoleons : — ^un-v 
doubtedly  a  vay  considerable  price  for  the  remote 
town  of  Caudebec. 

Having  followed  up  this  expedition  by  a  walk  upon 
the  heights  of  the  town,  with  which  I  was  much  grati- 
fied, we  returned  to  our  humble  auberge,  ordered  the 
cabriolet  to  be  got  ready,  and  demanded  the  reckon- 
ing '.—which,  considering  that  we  were  not  quite  at  an 
hdtel-royale,  struck  us  as  being  fio*  fix)m  moderate. 
Two  old  women,  of  similar  features  and  age,  presented 
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themselves  as  we  were  getting  into  the  carriage:  one 
was  the  mistress,  and  the  other  the  fiUe  de  chambre. 
**  Mais,  Monsieur  (observed  one  of  them)  n'ouhliez 
pas^  je  vous  prie,  la-fiUe-de-chambre— rappellez-vons 
que  vos  souUers  ont  et€  sup^rieurement  d^rott^.**  I 
took  ont  a  franc  to  remunerate  the  supposed  fille-de- 
chambre — ^but  was  told  it  was  the  mistress.  N'importe, 
Monsieur,  c*est  k  ce  moment  qne  je  suis  ifille-de^ham^ 
bre— quand  vous  serez  parti,  je  setai  la  maltresse.*" 
Tlie  postillion  seemed  to  enjoy  this  reparteee  as  much 
as  onrselves :  and  bidding  adieu  to  the  worthy  English- 
woman, who  had  so  long  resided  in  this  place,  and  who 
appeared  to  look  upon  her  countr3rmen  as  the  rarfest  of 
all  rare  birds,  we  started  forward  for  Lille bonnb. 

We  were  scarcely  out  of  the  town  half  a  mile,  when 
we  began  to  ascend.  We  found  ourselves  quickly  in 
the  middle  of  those  rising  grounds  which  are  seen  from 
the  promenade  or  Place  du  Cqfflf,  and  could  not  look 
without  extraordinary  gratification  upon  the  beautiftd 
character  of  spring  in  its  matured  state.  The  larch 
was  even  yet  picturesque:  the  hazel  and  nut  trees 
were  perfectly,  clothed  with  foliage,  of  a  tender  yet 
joyous  tint :  the  chestnut  was  gorgeously  in  bloom  ;  the 
Hme  and  beech  were  banning  to  give  abundant  pro- 
mise of  their  future  luxuriance — ^while  the  lowlier  tribes 
of  laburnum  and  box,  with  their  richly  clad  branches, 
covered  the  ground  beneath  entirely  from  view. 
The  apple  and  pear  blossoms  still  continued  to  varie- 
gate the  wide  sweep  of  foliage,  and  to  fill  the  cur  with 
their  delicious  perfume.  It  might  be  Switzerland  in 
miniature — or  it  mi^t  not.  Only  this  I  know — that 
it  seemed  as  though  one  could  hve  embosomed  and  en- 
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chanted  in  snch  a  wilderness  of  sweets — ^reading  the 
fahliaux  of  then)ld  Norman  bards  till  the  close  of  hu- 
man existence.  We  continued  visibly,  and  even 
diarply,  to  ascend ;  and  when  we  caught  glimpses  of 
the  reach  or  winding  of  the  river,  nothing  more  beautir 
fully  picturesque  could  be  imagined.  But  it  was  a 
picture  of  Spring  scenery — ^lighted  up  by  a  bright  blue 
sky,  and  golden  glow  of  sun  shine.  Nor  must  my  fa- 
vourite church,  before  so  particularly  described,  be 
forgotten  in  this  joy-inspiring  panorama.  It  stood, 
grey  and  venerable,  (yet  full  of  projecting  gothic  or- 
nament), like  age  in  the  mi^st  of  youth :  attempmiig 
and  harmonising  every  thing  around  it.  Still  we  con- 
tinued to  mount  higher  and  higher.  We  had  some 
time  past  quitted  the  cabriolet,  and  walked  on  foot. 
'^  Ma  foi  Messieurs  (exclwned  our  postillion)  '^  il  me 
paroit  que  nous  aliens  monter  jusqu*au  ciel.*"  '^  Mais 
pour  mes  pauvres  chevaux.  Monsieur — -ils  seront  bien 
&tigu^.  II  font  qulls  mangent  un  bon  din£.'*  ^'  Ds 
le  mangeront  k  Lillebonne,*"  replied  I. — ^^  A  la  bonne 
heure,  done.  Messieurs,  montez,  je  vous  prie :  lille- 
bonne  est  un  pen  loin  d'ici — et  pour  y  arriver  k  midi, 
il  faut  les  fouetter  un  pen.**  So  saying,  we  mounted — 
having  gained  the  summit,  and  one  of  the  animals  be- 
coming hot  and  restive,  the  postillion  forgot  all  his  com- 
passionate feelings,  and  never  ceased  to  belabour  him, 
with  spur  and  whip,  at  a  smart  gallop,  for  nearly  half 
a  French  league.  In  five  minutes  we  left  all  that  was 
picturesque  behind  us ;  and  striking  off  through  Iq^ 
roads,  across  fields,  (of  which  every  inch  was  in  an  ad- 
mirable state  of  cultivation)  enquired  at  almost  every 
turn  for  the  nearest  route  to  Lillebonne. 
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We  foiiiid  ourselves  on  a  hard,  strait,  chalky  old 
road — evidently  Roman :  and  in  due  time  perceived 
and  entered  the  town  of  Lillebonne.  But  the  sky  had 
become  overcast :  soft  and  small  rain  was  descending, 
and  an  unusual  gloom  prevailed .  •  •  when  we  halted, 
agreeably  to  our  instructions,  immediately  before  the 
gate  of  the  ancient  CaHle.^  Venerable  indeed  is  this 
Norman  castle,  and  extensive  are  the  ruins  which 
have  survived.  I  shall  never  forget  how  it  peeped 
out  upon  us  —  through  the  light  leaf  of  the  pop- 
lar, and  the  pink  blossom  of  the  apple.  It  lies 
close  to  the  road,  on  the  left.  An  old  round  tower, 
i^iparently  of  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
very  soon  attracts  your  attention.  The  stones  are 
Imge,  and  the  interstices  are  also  very  considerable. 
It  was  here,  says  a  yet  current  report,  that  William 
assembled  the  Barons  of  Normandy,  and  the  invasion 
of  England  was  determined  upon.  Such  a  spot  there- 
Core  strikes  an  English  beholder  with  no  ordinary 
emotions.  We  alighted;  sent  the  cabriolet  to  the  inn, 
and  wished  both  postillion  and  horses  to  get  their 
dinners  without  delay.    For  ourselves,  we  had  resolved 


•  the  andeni  Qw<te.]— This  Castle  is  weU  described  by  Lieut. 
HaU;  who  has  also  given  a  wood-cut  representation,  but  in  too  rude  a 
manner,  of  the  discovered  walls  in  the  adjacent  Raman  theatre.  He 
thinks  this  latter  the  Julia  Bona  of  Ptolemy  and  Antoninus.  He 
supposes  the  old  circular  Norman  tower,  above  mentioned,  to  be  the 
doi^on-keep.  Upon  the  key-stone  of  the  vaulting  of  the  upper  story, 
which  had  feUen  in,  vras  carved  an  escutcheon, ''  bearing  quarterly  1 
and  4,  three  manacles  upon  barulets;  S  and  3,  five  bosses,  (perhaps 
besaats)  with  an  escutcheon  of  pretence,  three  barulets.** 

Travels  in  France,  p.  52. 
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to  reserve  our  appetites  till  we  reached  BoSbec; 
and  there  was  food  enough  before. us^  of  a  dtflforant 
description^  to  exercise  our  intelteotnal  digestion  for  at 
least  the  next  eoming  hour.  We  knocked  at  the  mas* 
sive  portids,  and  readily  obtained  admittance. 

The  area,  entirdy  a  grass-plat^  waa  occufHed  by 
several  cows.  B^re  us  were  evidently  the. ruins  of  a 
large  chapel  or  church-^perhaps  of  the  xivth  ec^tnry. 
The  outer  fiEK^e  of  the  walls  went  deeply  and  perpendi*' 
ctdarly  down  tothe  bottomof  a  dry  fosse;  andtfaerig^ 
angle  portion  of  the  building  was  covered  with  garden 
ground,  where  the  owner  showed  us  some  peas  winch 
he  boasted  he  should  have  at  his  table  within  five 
days.  I  own  I  thought  he  was  very  likely  to  carry  his 
boast  into  execution ;  for  finer  vegetables,  or  a  finer 
bed  of  earth,  I  had  scarody  ever  noticed.  How  tilings, 
my  dear  Mend,^  are  changed  from  thrir  original  dai- 
meter  and  destination  1  ^^  Bnt  the  old  round  tower/* 
say  you  V-^^^  to  the  old  round  tower*"  then  let  us  ga 
T^  stair-case  is  narrow,  dark,  and  decayed.  We 
reached  the  foA  floor,  or  circular  room,  and  Mr.  L. 
made  a  rough  drawing  of  the  peculiarity  <tf  the  eon^ 
struction  of  the  window  seats — all  of  rough,  solid,  and 
massive  stone.  No  silken  settees,  or  chintz  sofas,  ever 
adorned  the  in;t!erior  of  this  prison^like  abode!  We 
ascended  to  the  second  floor;  which,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  was  strewn  with  a  portion  of  the  third  floor — 
that  had  follen  in  from  sheer  decay.  Great  must  have 
been  the  crash — as  the  fragments  were  huge,  and 
widely  scattered.  On  gaining  a  firm  footing  upon  the 
outer  wall,  through  a  loop4iole  window,  we  gasudd 
around  us  witib  equal  wonder  and  delight.     Bunches 
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6i  watt^ww^  m  AiU  bloom,  t^ere  growing  at  our  feef ; 
and  tc^aHi^  m  wHb  ttseir  fragrati<%;  ^iie  Rhi'abs  of 
different  species  had  contrived  to  take  root  in  the  in- 
tsnAde^  <$f  thier  wall,  tod  t6  make  ovir  immediate  fore^ 
grotmd  a  replretentation  of  youth  compared  with  old 
age, . . .  the  latter  arising  from  tlie  character  of'  the  sur- 
ronnding  ruins.  The  wall  of  this  round  castle  could 
00t  be  lest  than  ten  feet  in  thickness*  A  young  woHi8n> 
tbe  sbeperde^  of  the  spot,  acttended  us  as  giiide. 

*^  Wtet  hf  that  irregtilar  rude  moundf,  or  wall  of 
earth,  in  the  centre  of  which  children  are  playing?** 
^^  li  is  the  old  Raman  Theatre,  Sir.**  t  immediately 
eaUed  to  miad  M.  Le  Prevost's  instructions — and  if  I 
ooold  have  borrowed  the  wings  of  a  E^irit,  I  should 
have  instantly  afighted  upon  the  spot — ^but  it  was  situ- 
ated without  the  precincts  of  tbe  old  castle  and  its  ap^ 
purtenances,  and  a  mortal  leap  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  a  mortal  result.  ^^  Have  you  many  English 
who  losit  this  q)ot?*'  said  I  to  my  guide. — ^^  Scarcely 
any,  l^r-4t  is  a  frighl^l  place-^fuU  of  de&olation  and 
sttdn^M .  ."*  replied  she.  We  gased  around,  and  in  the 
(fistance,  through  an  aperture  in  the  orchard  trees,  we 
saw  the  little  fishing  village  of  Quillebeuf/^  quite  bu- 
ried^ as  it  were,  in  the  waters  of  the  Seine.  An  arm 
of  the  river  meanders  towards  Lillebonne.  Having 
gratified  ocir  picturesqne  and  antiquarian  propensities, 
firom  this  elevated  situMion,  we  retl^,  with  more  <fit 


*  ike  Uale  fiihmg  tiUage  of  QuaMeiif.]— Small  as  may  be  thia 
tillage,  and  iniiignlfioani  as  may  be  its  aq)ect>  it  is  one  of  the  moM  im-. 
portast  plaiStt>  with  nesp^tot  to  navigatioQ,  in  the  whole  course  of  thi6* 
river  Sdnet    Seven  years  ago  thece  weie  sol  iewer  thaa/>iir-*#oore 
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ficulty  than  toil^  our  steps  down  the  stair-case.  A 
second  stroll  about  the  area,  and  along  the  skirts  of 

pilots  settled  here,  by  order  of  government^  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing against  accidents  which  arise  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
navigation  of  the  river.  In  time  of  peace  this  number  would  necessa- 
rily be  increased.  In  the  year  1789  there  were  upwards  of  250  Eng- 
lish vessels  which  passed  it — averaging,  in  the  whole^  19>000  tons. 
It  is  from  QuiUebeufto  Havre  that  the  accidents  arise.  The  author  of 
a  pompous,  but  very  instructive  memdr,  ''  Sur  la  Topographie  et  la 
StaiisHque  de  la  VUle  de  QuiUebeuf  et  de  Vembauchure  de  la  Seke, 
ayant  pour  objet-principal  la  navigation  et  la  pech4,**  (published  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Rouen  Society  for  the  year  1812>  and  from  whldi 
the  foregoing  information  has  been  obtained)  mentions  three  or  four 
wrecks  which  have  taken  place  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  QuiUebeuf: 
and  it  should  seem  that  a  calm  is,  of  all  things,  the  most  fatal.  The 
currents  are  strong,  and  the  vessd  is  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  tides 
in  consequence.  There  are  also  rocks  and  sand  banks  in  abundance^ 
Among  the  wrecks,  was  one  in  which  a  young  girl  of  eighteen 
years  of  age  fell  a  victim  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot.  The  vessd 
made  a  false  tack  between  Hode  and  TancarviUe,  and  running  upon  a 
bank  was  upset  in  an  instant.  An  English  vessel  once  shared  the  same 
calamity.  A  thick  fog  suddenly  came  on,  when  the  doop  ran  upon  a  bank 
near  the  Nex  de  TancarviUe,  and  the  crew  had  just  time  to  throw  them- 
selves into  the  boat  and  escape  destruction.  The  next  mcHrning^  so 
sudden  and  so  decisive  was  the  change  wrought  by  the  sand  and  cur- 
rent, that,  of  the  sloop,  there  remained,  at  ebb-tide,  only  ten  feet  of 
her  mast  visible !  It  appears  that  the  QuUlebotM,  owing  to  their  de- 
tached situation,  and  their  peculiar  occupations,  speak  a  very  bar- 
barous French.  They  have  a  sort  of  sing-song  method  of  pronuncia- 
tion ;  and  the  g  andj  are  strangely  perverted  by  them.  Consult  the 
memoir  here  referred  to ;  which  occupies  forty  octavo  pages :  and 
which  forms  a  sequel  to  a  previous  commuqication  (in  1810)  ''  upon 
the  Topography  and  Medical  properties  of  QuiUebeuf  and  its  a^iacent 
parts.*'  The  author  is  M.  Boismare.  His  exordium  is  a  specimen  of 
the  very  worst  possible  taste  in  composition  !'*  One  would  suppose  it 
to  be  a  prelude  to  an  account  of  the  discovery  of  anodier  America!' 
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the  wall,  was  sufficient  to  convince  us  only — how 
slight  and  imperfect  had  been  our  survey !  This  I  am 
quite  sure  of: — our  friend  *  *  *  »  would  have  break- 
fiurted,  dined,  and  supped,  within  the  walls  of  the 
castle  of  Lillebonne :  or,  rather,  he  would  have  gone 
without  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper,  could  he  only 
have  had  a  fmr  sky  and  a  good  Brookman  and  Lang^ 
don  pencil,  with  kindly  drawing-p£^er,  in  his  hand ! 

On  quitting  the  portal  through  which  we  had  en-* 
tered,  and  bidding  adieu  to  our  Shepherdess  and  guide, 
we  immediately  hastened  towards  the  Roman  The^ 
atre.  The  town  of  Lillebonne  has  a  vastly  pretty, 
picturesque  appearance  from  the  old  mound,  or  raised 
terrace,  along  the  outer  walls  of  the  castle.  In  five 
minute  we  mingled  with  the  school  boys  who  were 
amusing  themselves  within  the  ruins  of  all  that  is 
left  of  this  probably  once  vast  and  magnificent  old 
theatre.  It  is  only  by  clearing  away  a  great  quantity 
of  earth,  with  which  these  ruins  are  covered,  that  you 
can  correctly  ascertain  their  character  and  state  of 
preservation.  M.  Le  Prevost  bade  me  remark  that  the 
walls  had  much  swerved  from  their  original  perpendi- 
cularity,— and  that  there  was  much  irregularity  in  the 
lajring  of  the  bricks  among  the  stones.  But  time,  de- 
sign, and  accident,  have  each  in  turn  (in  all  probabi- 
lity) so  contributed  to  decompose,  defiace,  and  alter 
the  original  aspect  of  the  building,  that  there  is  no 
forming  a  correct  conjecture  as  to  its  ancient  form. 
Elarth,  grass,  trees,  flowers,  and  weeds,  have  taked 
almost  entire  possession  of  some  low  and  massive  outer 
walls ;  so  that  the  imagination  has  fiill  play  to  supply 
all  defifciencies  which  appear  to  the  eye. 
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From  the  whole  of  this  intemtiug  spot  wie  retraatodj 
with  mixed  sensations  of  melancholy  and  snrprisf^-^ 
onr  little  aoberge  of  the  Three  Negroes,  in  tbe  centee 
of  the  town.  It  had  begun  to  rain  smartly  as  we  took 
shelter  in  the  kitchen — ^where,  for  the  &rGt  time  an«e 
leaving  England,  I  saw  a  display  of  utensils  which  mjgM 
have  vied  with  our  own,  weven  with  a  Dutch  interioTi 
for  neatness  and  order  of  disposiidon.  Some  of  ths 
dishes  might  have  been  as  ancient  as — not  the  old 
Bound  Tower — ^b^t  as  the  last  Englidi  Duke  of  Nor* 
raandy  who  might  have  banquetted  there.  The  whole 
was  in  high  polish  and  in  full  display.  On  my  cppi^ 
plimenting  the  good  Auhergiste  upon  so  creditable  a 
sight,  she  laughed,  and  replied  briskly — ^^  Ce  ne*^ 
rien,  ced :  Pentecdte  est  tout  pr^,  et  done  voua  verrea, 
Monsieur.'* — It  should  seem  that  Whitsuntide  was  ^ 
season  for  a  general  household  purification.  Some  of 
her  furniture  had  once  belonged  to  the  Castle:  but  sh^ 
had  bought  it,  in  tibe  scramble  which  took  place  at  th^ 
dispersion  and  destruction  of  the  moi^^les  there, 
during  the  Revcdution.  Wherever  we  w^,  %v»om  of 
that  curs^  of  France  seemed  to  oome  across  ust  I 
recommend  all  travellers  to  take  a  lunch,  and  eiyoy  a 
bottle  of  vin  ordinaire,  at  Les  Trois  N^psrr-as  we 
diA.  I  was  obliged  to  summon  up  all  my  stock  of 
knowledge  in  polite  phraseology,  in  ord^r  to  d^i^ip^  a 
plate  of  soup.  'Vlt  was  ddicious  above  every  thiuig^ 
-^^^  but  we  had  postponed  taking  dinner  till  we  got 
to  Bolbec.'*  *^  Bon — ^vous  y  trouverea  un  hotgl  su- 
perbe.'*  We  parted  in  the  utmost  good  hiunonr,  wppp^ 
my  making  no  doubt  that  ^^  her  soup  ww  th$  bwt  in  ji^e 
world."    The  French  ane  Gmfy  pleMed^  wd  eivMity  is 
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them  many  widows.*"  I  had  said  notfaiDg  to  provoke 
this  uDgallant  reply.  ^^  In  respect  to  the  sacramenty 
what  is  the  proportion  between  the  commnnicants, 
as  to  sex  ?*'  "  Sir,  there  are  one  hundred  wmnen  to 
twelve  men.**  I  wish  I  could  say  that  this  dispropor- 
tion were  confined  to  Usance. 

We  quitted  this  heavy  and  ugly,  but  large  and  com- 
modious fabric,  and  betook  ourselves  to  our  inn  and 
dinner.  The  cook  was  in  every  respect  a  learned  pro- 
fessor in  his  art,  and  the  produce  of  his  skill  was 
equally  excellent  and  acceptable.  We  had  scarcely 
finished  our  repast,  and  the  Gruyere  cheese  and  nuts 
yet  lingered  upon  our  table,  when  the  soft  sounds  of 
an  organ,  accompanied  by  a  youthful  voice,  saluted 
our  ears  in  a  very  pleasing  manner.  *^  Cest  lb 
PAUVRE  PETIT  SAVOYARD,  Mcssicurs** — cxclaimcd  the 
waiter — ^'  Vous  allez  entendre  un  air  touchant !  Ah,  te 
pauvre  petit  !'* — "  Comment  9a  ?**  ^^  Messieurs,  il  n'a 
ni  pfere  ni  mfere ;  mius  pour  le  chant — oh  Dieu,  il  n*y 
a  personne  qui  chante  comme  le  pauvre  petit  Savoy- 
ard !**  We  were  well  disposed  to  hear  the  song,  and 
to  admit  the  truth  of  the  waiter's  observation.  The 
little  itinerant  stopped  opposite  the  door,  and  sung  the 
following  airs : — 

Ban  jour,  Bon  soir. 

Je  peindrai  sans  detour 

Tout  Temploi  de  ma  vie : 

C*est  de  dire  bonjour 

£t  bon  soir  tour-it-tour. 

Bonjour  k  mon  amie, 

Lorsque  je  vais  la  voir. 

Mais  au  fat  qui  m'ennuie, 

Bon  soir. 
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Ban  jour  franc  troubadour, 
Qui  chantez  la  bonbaiice ; 
La  peix  et  les  beaux  jours ; 
Bacchus  et  les  amours. 
Qu'un  rimeur  en  d^mence 
Vienne  avec  vous  s'asseoir, 
Pour  chanter  la  romance, 

Bomoir. 
BonJaWf  mon  cher  vcnsin, 
Ches  vous  la  sca£  m'entraine : 
JSofi  jHOur— si  votre  vin 
Est  de  Beaune  on  du  Bhin ; 
Mon  gosier  va  sans  peine 
Lui  servir  d'entodnmr ; 
Mab  sll  est  de  Surene, 

Bansoir. 
Aussi  content  qu*un  roi 
Quand  mes  vers  vous  font  rire, 
Je  suis  de  bonne  foi. 
CTest  un  bon  jour  pour  moi. 
Si  ma  muse  en  d^ire 
A  trahi  mon  espoir, 
Je  n^ai  qu^un  mot  k  dire, 

Ban  soir. 

he  VaxUant  TrouhadourJ^ 
BauLANT  d^amour,  et  partant  pour  la  guerre, 
Un  TYoubadour,  ennemi  du  chagrin, 

*  I  subjoin  a  vernon  of  this  popular  French  air,  fn»n  ^*  PauFs 
LeUers  to  his  Kinsfblk^  p.  21 1.  It  is  worthy  of  juxta>poation, 
because  it  may  be  oonadered  as  fully  equal  to  the  original* 

TheTnmbadwr. 
Qlowing  with  love,  on  fire  for  fame, 

A  Troabsdour  that  listed  sorrow. 
Beneath  his  Lady's  wfaidow  came. 

And  thus  he  song  his  last  good  morrow ; 
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Dans  son  d^liie^  k  aa  jecine  Bergbn^ 
En  la  quittant  r^i^tait  sob  refraut: 
Mon  bras  li  ma  potrie^ 
Mon  ooeur  k  mon  amie  ;. 
Mourir  gaiment  poor  la  gloire  on  Tamoury 
C'est  le  devoir  d'un  vaiUant  Trouhodoac 
Dans  le  bivouac  le  Troubadour  fid^ 
Le  casque  au  fiont,  la  guitare  k  la  main, 
Toujours  pensif  et  regrettai^  sa  B^e, 
Allait  partout  en  cbantaot  son  n&am : 


''  My  arm  it  is  my  ^rantry's  right, 

My  heart  is  in  my  true  love's  boner; 

Gaily  for  love  and  fame  to  $gl|t 
Befits  the  gallant  Tronbadoor.'' 

And  wliile  he  march'd  with  helm  on  head 
And  harp  in  hand,  the  descant  rang. 

As  ftothful  to  his  fevoorite  maid. 

The  minstrel  burthen  still  he  smig : 

"  My  arm  it  is  my  comitry's  right. 

My  heart  Is  in  my  Lady^  bower; 

Resolv'd  for  love  aad  6une  to  ^^ 

I  come  a  gallant  Troubadour.'' 

Even  when  the  battle's  roar  was  deep, 

Widi  dauntless  heart  he  hew'd  his  way 
Mid  splintering  lance,  and  fioAchion  sweep. 

And  still  was  heard  h»  warrior  lay ; 
**  My  Kfe  it  is  my  country's  right  j 

My  heart  is  in  my  Lady's  bower ; 
For  love  to  die,  for  fame  to  fight. 

Becomes  the  valiant  Troobadoor." 

Alas!  upon  the  bloody fidd 

He  fell  beneath  the  foeman's  glaive ; 
But  still,  redihing  on  his  shield. 

Expiring  sung  the  exuhing  stave ; 
'^  My  Ufe  it  is  my  country's  right. 

My  heart  is  in  my  Lady's  bower ; 
For  love  and  fame  to  M  in  fight 

Becomes  the  valiaat  Troubadour." 
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Mod  bras  k  ma  patrie,  etc. 
Dana  les  combats  d^qgunt  son  courage, 
Des  emiemis  terminant  le  destin, 
Le  Troubadour,  au  milieu  du  carnage, 
Fais^t  encore  entendre  ce  refrain : 

Mon  bras  k  ma  patrie,  etc. 
Ce  brave,  h^las !  pour  prtx  de  sa  vaillanoe 
Trouva  bientdt  la  Cr^pas  en  ohennn ; 
U  expira  sous  le  fer  d^une  lance 
Novmant  sa  hdk  at  en  cfaaotant  scm  mSain : 

Kon  bras  k  ma  patne, 

Mon  coeur  k  mon  amie; 
Mourir  gaiment  pour  la  gloire  ou  ramaur, 
(Test  le  devoir  d^un  vaillant  Troubadour. 

J  know  not  how  it  ww,  but  had  the  ^^  petit  Savoy* 
ard**  possessed  the  ooltivated  yoice  of  a  chorister^  I 
could  not  have  listened  to  his  notes  with  half  the  satis- 
foction  with  which  I  dwelt  upon  his  histovy,  as  stated 
by  the  waiter.  He  had  no  sooner  concluded  and 
made  his  bow,  thap  I  bought  the  slender  volume  fixw 
wUch  his  songs  bad  been  chanted^  and  had  a  long 
gossip  with  him«  He  slung  his  organ  upon  his  back, 
and  '^  ever  and  anon'*  touching  bis  hat^  expressed  his 
thankfulness,  as  much  for  the  interest  I  had  taken  in 
his  welfare,  as  for  the  trifling  piece  of  silver  which  I 
slipt  into  his  hand  at  parting.  Meanwhile  all  the 
][)enches,  placed  on  the  outi^de  of  the  houses,  were 
occupied— chiefly  by  females — to  ^tness>  it  should 
s^em^  so  novel  and  mteresting  a  sight  as  two  Engliglw 
men  holding  &miUar  discourse  with  a  poor  wandering 
^voyardl  Our  fiiend  the  sexton  was  among  the 
spectators,  and  from  his  voice  and  action,  appeared 
especially  interested.  ^^  Que  le  bon  Dieu  vous  b^nisse  i** 
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exclaimed  the  Savoyard  as  we  bade  him  fiEtreweli.  On 
pursuing  our  route  for  a  stroll  upon  the  heights  near  the 
town,  we  had  occasion  to  pass  these  benches  of  spec- 
tators. The  women,  almost  without  any  exception, 
inclined  their  heads  by  way  of  a  gracious  salute ;  and 
Monsieur  le  Sacristain  pulled  oflf  his  enormous  cock*d 
hat  with  the  consequence  of  a  drum-major.  He  iq>- 
peared  not  to  have  forgotten  the  donation  which  he 
had  received  in  the  church.  We  smiled ;  and  conti- 
nuing our  pursuit,  gained  an  elevated  situation: 
whence,  looking  down  upon  the  spot  where  we  had 
left  the  Savoyard,  we  observed  him  surrounded  by  the 
aforesaid  females — each  and  every  one  of  them  appa- 
rently convulsed  with  laughter !  Even  the  little  ma- 
rician  appeared  to  have  forgotten  his  ^'  orphan  state.'*^ 
The  environs  of  Bolbec,  especially  in  the  uppef 
part,  are  sufficiently  picturesque.  At  least  they  are 
sufficiently  fruitful :  orchards,  com  and  pasture  land — 
intermixed  with  meadows,  upon  which  cotton  was 
spread  for  bleaching  —  produced  altogether  a  very 
interesting  effect.  The  little  hanging  gardens,  at- 
tached to  labourers*  huts,  contributed  to  the  beauty  of 
the  scene.  A  warm  crimson  sun«set  seemed  to  en- 
velope the  coppice  wood  in  a  flame  of  gold.  The  road 
was  yet  reeking  with  moisture — and  we  retraced  oar 
steps,  through  devious  and  slippery  paths,  to  the  hdtel. 
Evening  had  set  in :  the  sound  of  the  Savoyard's  voice 
was  no  longer  heard :  we  ordered  tea  and  candles,  and 
I  added  considerably  to  my  journal  before  I  went  to  bed. 
As  we  were  to  sleep  directly  opposite  the  church,  we 
were  compelled  the  live-long  night  to  hear  the  striking 
of  every  quarter  of  every  pasring  hour — in  sounds  the 
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most  harsh  and  penetrating.  Mr.  Lewis;  who  boasts 
of  having  a  patent  for  sleeping^  (and  who  bad  hither- 
to scarcely  knoivn  the  deprivation  of  slumber)  was 
equally  awake  and  restless  with  myself.  As  dawn  and 
sun-rise  appeared,  we  determined  upon  an  immediate 
departure ;  and  though  we  had  told  the  pOst*boy  that 
we  should  not  want  him  till  eight,  his  good  nature  was 
not  to  be  ruffled  by  our  impatience.  We  rose  at  five ; 
and  before  six  the  horses  were  harnessed  to  the  cabri- 
olet. Having  obtained  the  necessary  instructions  for 
reaching  Tancarville,  (the  ancient  and  proud  seat  of 
the  MoNTMORENcis)  we  paid  our  reckoning,  and  left 
Bolbec  in  a  very  cross  and  almost  irritable  mood.  In 
proportion  to  the  comfort  of  body,  and  elasticity  of 
mind,  arising  from  a  night  of  sweet  slumber,  is  the 
misery  of  a  heated  frame,  and  an  oppressive  head-ach — 
the  effect  of  the  want  of  that  delicious  slumber !  The 
latter  was  my  lot  in  particular — for  my  companion's 
nerves  had  not  been  shattered  like  my  own  by  repeat- 
ed nights  of  wakefulness  and  weariness.  Allow,  my 
friend,  that  the  misery  endured  in  consequence,  is 
just  in  proportion  to  the  joy  and  rapture  with  which 
one  looks  upon  every  gilded  piece  of  scenery,  and 
every  transparent  vapour,  within  an  hour  or  two  after 
sun-rise !  A  fine  day,  fr^sh  objects,  and  strange  oc- 
currences— ^how  they  make  the  heart  dance  with  exul- 
tation !  As  we  ascended  a  long  and  rather  steep  hill, 
and,  looking  to  the  right  and  left,  saw  every  thing  in  a 
State  of  verdure  and  promise,  we  did  all  we  could  to 
persuade  ourselves  that  the  journey  would  be  agree- 
able, and  that  the  castle  of  Montmorenci  could  not 
foil  to  command  our  admiration.    We  were  now  in 
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tlie  bigfa  and  broad  ^  rciOe  rat/akT  to  Ha?r6  le  Graee  i 
but  had  scarcely  been  a  teagne  upon  it,  when,  looUng 
at  our  histmctions,  we  struek  oivt  of  the  high  roetd,  to 
the  left,  and  followed  a  private  one  through  flat  aad 
nninteresting  arable  land.  I  cannot  tell  how  many 
tnms  we  to<*,  or  through  how  many  pretty  Mttletil* 
lages  we  passed — till,  after  a  long  oimA  gradhial  asee&t, 
we  came  upon  a  height,  flunked  the  greater  port  by 
coppice  wood,  through  one  portion  of  which — ^pur- 
posely kept  open  for  the  view— we  saw  at  a  distance  a 
marvellously  fine  group  of  perpendicular  rocks  (whose 
grey  and  battered  sides  were  lighted  up  with  a  pink 
colour  from  the  morning  sun)  hi  the  middle,  m  H 
were,  of  the  Seine-^wiach  now  reafiy  assumed  an 
ocean-like  appearance.  In  fyct,  these  rocks  were  aC 
a  considerable  distance,  and  appeared  to  be  in  the 
broadest  part  of  the  embouchure  of  t^t  river.  We 
halted  the  cabriolet;  and  almost  forgot  the  sound 
of  the  Bolbee  clock — as  we  gazed  upon  this  truly 
magnificent  and  fascinating  scene  ! . .  for  the  terks 
were  now  mounting  all  around  us,  and  their  notes, 
added  to  those  of  the  ^  songsters  of  the  grove,**  pro- 
duced an  efibct  wlrich  I  even  preferred  to  that  arising 
from  the  organ  and  voice  of  the  "  pauvre  petit  Savoy- 
ard.** The  post-boy  partook  of  our  rapture.  "  V<h1A, 
Messieurs,  des  rochers  terriblement  perpendiculiers — 
eh,  quelle  belle  vue  de  la  riviere,  et  du  paysage  !**  It 
was  impossible  to  make  any  thing  of  so  expansive  a 
scene  with  the  pencil — at  least,  by  travellers  who  had 
wanted  the  refreshment  of  sleep,  and  who  were  begins 
ningto  grow  hungry  and  impatient  for  their  break&st« 
But  I  shall  always  bear  in  r^nMibrance  these  ^^  terribly 
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parpendicnliir  rocks,"*  and  the  foregnoiind  from  whicb 
it  was  our  good  fortune  to  view  than. 

Leaving  this  brilliant  panorama,  we  kept  onward, 
taming  rather  to  the  left,  and  then  found  our  descrat 
proportionably  gradual  with  the  ascent.    The  Seine 
was  now  right  before  us,  as  hasty  glimpses  of  it,  through 
partial  vistos,  had  enabled  us  to  ascertain.    Still  we 
deemed  TancarmUe  a  terrible  way  off;  first  we  were 
to  go  up,  and  then  we  were  to  go  down— ^now  tc^  turn 
to  Ae  right,  and  afterwards  to  the  kft~«  sort  of 
max«  ^«nk»1«  %tSUuf\a  route — when  a  pnsposKssing  young 
paysanne,  with  a  decidedly-pointed  finger  and  a  welU 
r^^ulated  voice,  told  us  that,  after  passing  through  suefaa 
wtK>d,  we  should  reach  an  avenue,  from  the  fiirtfaer  end 
of  w^hieh  the  castle  of  3ientmorenci  would  be  visible . . 
^'  une  petite  lieue  de  distance.**  Every  thing  is  ^  une 
petite  Heue  T    It  is  the  answer  to  every  question  rela- 
tingto  distance.    Though  the  league  be  double  &Ger-> 
■Mm  one,  still  it  is  ^^  une  petite**—*  Here  however  the 
paysanne  haj^iened  to  be  right.    We  passed  throi^ 
the  wood,  gained  the  avenue,  and  from  the  fisrther  end 
saW'^-even  yet  towerii^  in  imposing  magnitude — ^the 
fU'&meA  Chateau  tkiManimarenci.  It  might  be  a  small 
league  off.    We  gained  spirits  and  even  strength  at 
the  sight :  tcid  the  postillion  to  mend  his  pace-— of 
which  he  gave  immediate  and  satisfoctory  demonstra- 
tion, while  the  echoes  of  his  whip  resounded  aiong  the 
avoMie.    A  closer  road  now  received  us.    The  haael 
aiid  filbert  occasionally  brushed  onr  fiices,  and  the  lad 
could  with  difficulty  quarter  the  ruts — almost  broad 
and  deep  euou^  to  bury  a  Lincolnshire  ox.    We  still 
continued  to  descend,  and  at  length  b^^an  to  discern 
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Hbe  form  and  colour  of  the  castle,  to  the  right.  As  we 
descended,  the  castle  seemed  to  gain  in  height  and 
lAagnitude — bnt  that  descent  brought  us  into  the  vary 
heart  of  a  neighbourhood,  in  which  Mrs.  Ratcliffe 
would  have  placed  troops  of  retidners,  or  of  bmiditti,  to 
listen  to  the  warder^s  horn  from  the  turrets  of  the 
castle.  It  was  on  all  sides  woody  :  at  this  period,  of  a 
bright,  yellowish  green — but  in  autumn,  rich  must  be 
the  tints,  and  dark  and  deep  must  be  the  shadows. 
Knolls  of  moss-interwoven  grass,  on  the  summits  of 
which  the  beech  and  lime  threw  up  their  sturdy  stems, 
now  enclosed  the  road — ^which  began  to  widen  and  to 
improve  in  condition.  At  length,  turning  a  corner, 
a  group  of  country  people  appeared — "Est-ce  id 
la  route  de  Tancarville  ?" — "TancarviUe  est  tout 
pr^ :  c^est  1^,  oil  on  voit  la  fum6e  des  chemin^." 
Joyful  intelligence ! — ^The  post-boy  increased  his  speed 
...  the  wheels  seemed  to  move  with  a  readier  play, 
and  in  one  minute  and  a  half  we  were  upon  the  beach 
of  the  river  Seine,  and  alighted  at  the  door  of  the  only 
auberge  in  the  village. 

I  know  you  to  be  both  a  lover  of  and  connoisseur  in 
Rembrandt's  pictures  ;  and  especially  of  those  of  his 
old  characters.  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  old 
woman,  of  the  name  of  Bucan,  who  came  out  of  this 
same  auberge  to  receive  us.  She  had  a  sharp,  quick, 
constantly  moving  black  eye  ;  keen  features,  projecting 
from  a  surface  of  flesh  of  a  subdued  mahogany  tint ; 
about  her  temples,  and  the  lower  part  of  her  cheeks, 
were  all  those  harmonizing  wrinkles  which  become  old 
age — upon  canvas — while,  below  her  chin,  communi- 
cating with  a  small  and  shrunken  neck,  was  that  sort 
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X)f  concavity,  or  dewlap,  which  painters  delight  to  ex^ 
press  with  a  minuteness  of  touch,  and  mellowness  of 
tint,  that  contribute  largely  to  picturesque  eflfect !  This 
good  old  woman  received  us  with  perfect  elasticity  of 
spuits  and  of  action.  It  should  seem  that  we  were  the 
first  Englishmen  who  had  visited  her  solitude  this  year. 
Her  husband  approached,  but  she  soon  ordered  him  ^  to 
the  right  about" — to  prepare  fuel,  cofiee,  and  ^gs.  We 
were  promised  the  best  breakfast  that  could  be  got  in 
Normandy,  in  twenty  minutes.  The  inn  being  suffici- 
ently miserable,  I  was  anxious  for  a  ramble — and  Mr. 
L.  of  course  for  a  sketch.  The  tide  was  now  coming  up, 
as  at  Caudebec ;  but  the  sweep  and  breadth  of  the  river 
being  upon  a  considerably  larger  scale,  its  increase  was 
not  yet  so  obvious — though  I  am  quite  sure  that  all  the 
flats,  which  we  saw  on  our  arrival  as  a  bed  of  mud, 
were,  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  wholly  covered  with 
water :  and,  looking  up  to  the  right,  we  perceived  the 
perpendicular  walls  of  Montmorenci  Castle  to  be  washed 
by  the  refluent  wave.  It  was  a  sort  of  ocean  in  minia- 
ture before  us.  A  few  miserable  fishing  boats  were 
moored  upon  the  beach ;  while  a  small  number  of  ill- 
clad  and  straggling  villagers  lingered  about  the  same 
spot,  and  seemed  to  look  upon  us  as  beings  dropt  from 
the  sky  I  We  strolled  to  the  left  —  quickly  mounted 
a  wooded  cliff— and,  gaining  a  considerable  eminence, 
Mr.  Lewis  saw  the  village  of  Tancarville  at  his  feet . . : 
idiile  the  tide  was  coming  up  in  a  more  agitated  man- 
ner, and  the  Castle  of  Montmorenci  appeared  to  gain 
a  most  imposing  height  and  magnitude.  A  dark  sha- 
dow flitted  across  the  whole  range  of  intermediate 
forest  scenery,  and  an  angry  atmosphere  seemed  to 
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threaten  to  overwhelm  castle,  trees,  village,  and 
river,  in  a  deluge  of  rain.  The  view  was  so  striking, 
that  my  companion  hastened  to  transfer  it  to  his  sketch 
book  ; — and  you  shall  not  only  see,  but  be  charmed 
with  it,  on  our  return  from  this  wild  re^on  of  solitude 
and  romance.* 

I  continued  my  route — ^still  ascending,  and  leaving 
Mr.  L.  to  his  sketch.  From  the  beach  I  had  observed 
two  very  singular  mushroom-shaped  rocks:  and  I  waa 
resolved  to  stand  upon  their  summits.  They  project 
from  the  cliflF  as  if  they  had  been  cut  out  by  art,  and 
the  bottom  parts  have  been  so  worn,  or  scooped  away 
by  a  strong  current  of  water — that  nothing  can  afford 
more  decisive  proof  of  ancient  diluvian  havoc.  You 
have  here  the  slight  but  faithfiil  sketch  of  them  taken 
by  Mr.  Lewis. 


"^^^.^^rr-  1 


"gjnism 


♦  Sec  Uie  OpfosiTB  Plate. 
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*  A  winding  path  leads  to  them^  which  you  must  re- 
trace if  you  wish  to  gain^  as  I  did^  a  higher  part  of 
the  cUff,  The  whole  is  covered  with  coppice-wood.  I 
had  now  the  gratification  of  viewing  Quilleheufo,  little 
more  nearly.  It  was  almost  immediately  opposite: 
while^  to  the  rights  I  looked  up  the  wide  sweep  of  the 
river  towards  its  embouchure,  and  fancied  I  could  see 
Havre.  The  group  of  rocks,  which  had  so  charmed  us 
on  our  journey,  now  assumed  a  different  character. 
Meanwhile  the  threatening  tempest  passed  on — ^roliing 
over  the  forest  of  Montmorenci :  the  sun  was  restored, 
and,  the  day  and  the  scenery  equally  broke  upon  us 
with  an  effulgence  which  cannot  easily  be  described. 
But  twice  twenty  minutes  had  elapsed — and  where 
were  our  coffee  and  eggs  ?  On  descending,  we  could 
discover,  although  at  a  considerable  distance,  the  old 
woman  standing  at  the  door  of  the  cabaret — apparently 
straining  her  eyes  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  us  ;  and  she 
was  almost  disposed  to  scold  us  for  having  put  her 
reputation  of  giving  good  break&sts  to  so  hazardous  a 
trial.  The  wood  was  blazing,  and  the  room  was  al- 
most filled  by  smoke — but  a  prolonged  fost,  and  a 
stage  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles^  in  a  keen  morning 
air,  made  us  think  only  of  allaying  our  hunger.  In 
every  public  house,  however  mean,  you  see  the  white 
metal  fork,  and  the  napkin  covering  the  plate.  A 
dozen  boiled  eggs,  and  a  coffee-pot  and  cups  of  per« 
fectly  Brobdingnagdian  dimensions,  with  tolerable 
bread  and  indifferent  butter,  formed  the  subject  matter 
of  our  breakfast :  and  heartily  and  satisfactorily  did  we 
get  through  that  meal.  The  postboy  having  stabled 
and  refreshed  his  horses,  was  regaling  himself  in  the 

VOL.  I.  p 
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kitcten«-*-but  kow  do  you  tlunk  he  was  regttliiig  fafan- 
self  ? — ^Truly^  iu  stretcluDg  butaself  upon  a  bench^  and 
^eading^  as  old  Ascham  expressed  it^  ^^  a  merry  tale  ai 
BocOace.*"  Iti  other  vt^ords,  he  Mras  reading  a  Freboh 
version  of  tiie  Decameron  of  that  celebrated  author. 
NiDiw,  my  friend,  whether  he  had  ever  heard  of  the  F^ 
darfer  Boccaccioy^  &  truly  beyond  my  power  of  divl* 
nation  to  affirm  :  but  most  certain  it  is  that  he  was  Vb 
occupied — ^thereby  putting  to  shame  perhaps  the  whole 
tribe  o(  postillions  in  Great  Britain !  Indeed,  I  had 
already  received  sufficient  proof  of  the  gena*al  prth 
pensity  of  the  common  people  torecu^wheth^  good  or 
bad  boc^s . . .  but  let  us  hope  and  believe  the  former. 
We  left  the  Ubliomaniacal  postboy  to  his  Boccaccio^ 
and  prepared  to  visit  the  castlb  . .  .the  once  proud  and 
yiet  commanding  residence  of  the  fomily  of  MoNTMi>« 

RBNCI* 

We  ascended-^with  fresh  energies  unparted  from  our 
breakfast.  The  day  grew  soft,  and  bright,  and  exhi- 
larating . .  but  alas !  for  the  changes  and  chanoes  of 
every  thing  in  this  transitory  world.  Where  was  the 
warder?  He  had  oeased  to  blow  his  horn  for  many  a 
long  year.    Where  was  the  harp  of  the  minstrel  ?   It 

^  the  VMktffer  Boccaccio.']— At  the  sale  of  the  preseat  Bake  4fi 
Marlborough's  Library^  in  181 9,  this  far-fiuned  velume  was  purchased 
by  the  House  of  Messrs.  Longman,  Hurst,  Rees,  Brown,  and  Orme  for 
JC918.  it  having  cost  the  Duke,  at  the  ssde  of  the  Roxburghe  Libsast 
(see  the  Bibliographical  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  69),  in  1819,  noc 
less  a  sum  than  £,2260,  Earl  Spencer,  who  was  the  Duke^  opponoBt^ 
obtained  this  desirable  volume  of  Messrs.  LoqginaQ,  Hurst,  aad  Co. 
for  precisely  the  same  sum  which  liiey  had  given  for  it.  Such  a  pur- 
chase was  equally  honourable  to  both  parties* 
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Jwdp^isistKed  two  centuries  wgQ,  with  the  hand  that  had 
iMnck  \t»  chords.  Where  was  the  attcmdaut  guard  ? — 
firpiwaw^wits--ormratatarms?  They  had  been  swept 
ftofa  Muman  existence^  like  the  leaves  of  the  old  limes 
Mid  beech  trees  by  which  the  lower  part  of  the  buil^ 
'^g  was  surrounded.  The  moat  was  dry ;  the  rampart 
was  a  ruin : — ^the  rank  grass  grew  withiu  the  area  .  •  • 
JWC  can  I  teU  you  how  many  vast  relics  of  halls^  ban^ 
qnel&ng  rooms^  and  Jl>ed  rooms,  with  all  the  magnificent 
uppprteuances  of  old  castellated  architecture^  struck 
tbfi  eoger  «ye  with  mixed  melancholy  and  surprise ! 
The  singular  half-circular,  and  half  square^  corner 
ti»wera,  haiiging  over  the  ever-restless  wave,  interested 
m  eicoeedingly.  The  guide  shewed  us  where  the 
imsoners  used  to  be  kept — ^in  a  dungeon,  apparently 
impervious  to  every  glimmer  of  day-light^  and  every 
breath  of  air.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  at  what  period 
eren  the  oldest  part  of  the  Castle  of  Montmorenci  was 
built :  but  I  saw  nothing  thsA  seemed  to  be  more  an- 
omit  thab  the  latter  end  of  the  xvth  century.*  Per- 
haps the  greater  portion  may  be  of  the  beginning  of  the 
xviih  ;  but,  amidst  the  unroofed  rooms,  I  could  not 
help  gHmVing  th^  pfttuted  borders,  chiefly  of  a  red  co- 
lour, which  run  along  the  upper  part  of  the  walls,  or 
wainscoats — ^giving  indication  not  only  of  a  good,  but  of 
a  q^Jendid,  taste.  Did  I  tell  you  that  this  sort  of  orna- 
ment was  to  be  seen  in  some  parts  of  the  eastern  end 
^tfthe  Abbey  of  Jumieges?  ITere,  indeed,  they  afforded 
evidence— an  evidence,  mingled  with  melancholy  sen- 

•  ib.  Gotmaii  hM  a  view  of  tiie  gateway  of  TaacarviUe,  or  Mont* 
fnortQd  Cas^e. 
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sations  on  conviction — of  the  probable  state  of  mi^- 
nificence  which  once  reigned  throughout  the  castle. 
Between  the  comer  towers,  upon  that  part  which  runs 
immediately  parallel  with  the  Seine,  there  is  a  noble 
terrace,  now  converted  into  garden  ground — ^which 
commands  an  immediate  and  extensive  view  of  the 
embouchure  of  the  riven  It  is  the  property  of  a  spe- 
culator  residing  at  Havre.  Parallel  with  this  terrace, 
runs  the  more  modernised  part  of  the  castle,  which  the 
last  residing  owner  inhabited.  It  may  have  been 
built  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  is— or  rather  the  re- 
msdns  of  it  are— quite  in  the  modem  style  of  domestic 
architecture.  The  rooms  are  large,  lofty,  and  commo* 
dious ; — ^yet  nothing  but  the  shells  of  them  remain. 
The  revolutionaiy  patriots  completely  gutted  than 
of  every  useftil  and  every  valuable  piece  of  furni- 
ture: and  even  the  bare  walls  are  beginning  to 
grow  damp,  and  threaten  immediate  decay.  I  made 
several  memoranda  upon  the  spot,  which  have  be^i 
unluckily,  and  I  fear  irretrievably,  misplaced ;  so  that 
of  this  once  vast,  and  yet  commanding  and  interesting 
edifice,  I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  send  you  so 
short  and  so  meagre  an  account.  Farewell — a  long 
and  perhaps  perpetual  farewell — to  the  Castlb  of 

MONTMORENCI  ! 

The  cabriolet  met  us  at  the  bottom  of  the  mound 
upon  which  the  castle  is  built.  We  had  paid  our 
reckoning  before  we  left  the  inn — so  that  we  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  step  in,  and  push  forward  for  Havre. 
We  retraced  the  road  through  which  we  came;  and 
having  repassed  the  village  of  St  Romaine,  (containing 
a  very  picturesque  sprinkling  of  houses)  we  darted 
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into  the  Route  Royaley  aod  got  upon  one  of  the  noblest 
Ugh  roads  in  France.  Between  Tancarvilley  and 
Havre  lie  Hocher  and  Harfleur ;  each  almost  at  the 
water*s  edge.  I  regretted  I  could  not  see  the  former; 
but  in  our  approach  to  Harfleur  we  observed,  to  the 
lights  some  delightfully  situated,  and  not  inelegantly 
built,  country  villas  or  modern  chateaux.  The  imme^ 
diate  run  down  to  Harfleur  is  exceedingly  pleasing ; 
and  though  we  trotted  sharply  through  the  town,  the 
exquifate  little  porch  of  the  church  was  not  lost  upon 
us.  It  resembles  that  of  St.  Ouan — ^in  miniature.  The 
town^  but  especially  the  church,*  is  of  the  time  of 
Francis  I.  Few  plaices,  I  believe^  for  its  dimensions^ 
^ve  been  more  celebrated  in  the  middle  ages  than 
Harfleur.  Th$  Seine  to  the  left  becomes  broader  and 
bolder ;  and,  before  you,  beneath  some  wooded  heights^ 
lies  Havre.  Every  thing  gave  indication  of  commerce 
and  prosperity  as  we  gained  upon  the  town.  The 
howes  increased  in  number  and  respectability  of  ap^ 
pearance— ^^  Voyez-vous  1^,  Messieurs,  k  droit,  ces  belles 
maisons  de  pliusance?  —  (exclaimed  our  charioted) — 
^^  CTest  1^  oil  demeurent  Messieurs  vos  compatriotes : 
ma  foi,  ils  out  un  joli  gout.**  The  first  glance  upon 
these  stone  houses  confirmed  the  sagacity  of  our  postii- 
lioB.  Thay  are  gloriously  situated — ^facing  the  ocean ; 
wliile  the  surrounding  country  teems  with  game  of 
every  spedes.  Isaac  Walton  might  have  contrived 
to  interweave  a  pretty  ballad  in  his  description  of  the 
trout  streams. 
'  But  we  approach  the  town.    The  hulls  of  hundreds 

*  Mr.  Cotmim  has  given  a  view  of  the  Spire  only. 
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of  vessels  ai-e  seen  in  the  commodkms^  docks ;  and  ^ 
flags  of  merchimtmen^  from  all  quarters  of  the  gldbk, 
lippear  to  stream  from  the  mast-heads.  It  »  a  Mene 
of  bustle,  of  business,  and  variety;  and  perfieetly  Eng- 
lish. What  a  contrast  to  the  gloomy  solitude  aI 
Montmorenci !  The  outer  and  inner  gates  are  passed. 
Diligences  issue  from  every  quarter.  The  eentiod^ 
l^elieve  guard.  The  sound  of  horns,  from  various 
{>acket-boats  immediately  about  to  ssul,  echoes  on  ai 

6ides We  drove  up  the  high  Street,  and  ap^ 

t>roached  the  h6tel  of  the  Jigle  d'Or*  kept  by 
Justin,  and  considered  to  be  the  best.  We  were  jvESi 
in  time  for  the  table  d*h6te,  and  to  bespeak  excetknt 
beds.  Travellers  were  continually  arriving  and  de- 
parting. What  Hfe  and  animation ! . .  and  eould  I 
have  shaken  off  my  jaded  spirits,  arising  from  a  sleep- 
less and  restless  night,  I  should  have  relished,  with  a 
keener  delight,  the  multitudinous  objects  before  me. 
We  sat  down  upwards  of  forty  to  dinner :  and  a  good 
dinner  it  w6s.  Two  English  ladies,  and  three  EkigBsb 
gentlemen,  were  among  the  guests ;  and  though  We 
were  too  distant  to  interchange  a  word,  I  could  per- 
ceive and  feel  that  we  each  thought  ourselves  a  pro- 
tection to  the  other.  After  dinner,  I  settled  for  the 
cabriolet,  and  bade  the  postboy  adieu !  — ^nor  can  I  sup- 
press that,  in  wishing  him  well,  I  felt  ten  times  more 
than  I  had  ever  felt  upon  taking  leave  of  a  postilHon. 
Was  it  because  I  found  him  reading  a  French  version  df 
Boccaccio?  Something  better,  I  should  hope,  mingled 
itself  with  my  sensations ;  and  I  would  willingly  be- 

*  I  am  not  sure  whether  this  inn  be  caUed  the  Jrmes  de  Erance,  or 
as  above. 
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Heve^  although  he  knows  not  my  name^  that  the  said 
postillion  will  not  think  the  worse  of  '^  Messieurs  les 
Anglois*' ...  for  having  condiicted  a  Bibliomaniac  and 
a  craniology-loving  artist  from  Rouen  to  Havre.  And 
now^  fare  you  well^  till  I  reach  the  opposite  shore  . . . 
and  take  up  my  residence  at  Cakn. 
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HAVRE  DB  GRACE.   HONFLBUR.  JOURNEY  TO  CAEN. 

Caen^  May^  1818. 

Wbll^  my  friend !  •  • .  I  have  at  length  visited  the 
interior  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Stephen^  and  have  walked 
over  the  grave  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  of 
Mathilda  his  wife.  I  am  here  very  comfortably  situ* 
ated^  and  shall  not  think  of  quitting  this  place  for  a 
week  at  least.  But  as  you  dearly  love  the  gossip  of  a 
travelling  journal^  I  shall  take  up  the  thread  of  my 
narrativje  from  the  spot  in  which  I  last  addressed  you : 
— ^particularly  as  our  route  hither  was  marked  by  some 
circumstances  not  unworthy  of  recital.  Firsts  how- 
ever, for  Havre. 

We  staid  there  only  long  enough  to  express  our  re- 
gret that  the  time  of  our  residence  could  not  be  ex- 
tended. It  happened  to  be  a  very  fine  afternoon,  and 
I  took  a  leisurely  stroll  upon  the  docks  and  ramparts,^ 

^  Evelyn,  who  visited  Havre  in  1644^  when  the  Duke  de  Richlieu 
was  governor,  describes  the  citadel  as  '*  strong  and  regular,  well 
stored  with  artillery,  &c.  The  works  furnished  with  feire  brass  canon, 
having  a  motto,  *' Ratio  uUma  Regttm:'  The  allogiaments  (con- 
tinues he)  of  the  garrison  are  unifonne ;  a  spacious  place  for  drawing 
up  the  soldiers,  a  pretty  chapell,  and  a  &ire  house  for  the  governor, 
&c  The  citadel  was  built  by  the  kite  Cardinal  Richlieu,  unkk  of  the 
present  Duke,  and  is  very  strong.    The  haven  is  very  spacious.** 

Life  and  WriHngi  of  John  Evelyn,  edit.  1818,  vol.  i.  p.  51. 

Indeed  Havre  seems  always  to  have  been  a  place  of  note  and  dis- 
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yrtiile  Mr.  Lewis  ascended  the  heights  apon  which  we 
had  observed  the  '^  maisons  de  plaisance**  pointed  out  to 
us  by  our  postillion.  The  principal  street  is  broad^ 
straight^  and  seems  surmounted  at  one  end  by  these 
heights ;  though  there  can  be  little  short  of  a  French 
league  between  them  and  its  extremity :  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  the  street  ending  with  the  harbour.  The  rect- 
angular and  parallel  streets  are  narrower  and  of  less 
length  ;  but  there  are  more  interesting  pieces  of  archi- 
tectural antiquity  in  them.  As  far  as  I  could  observ^i 
or  could  receive  information^  thei'e  was  bo  house  old» 
than  of  the  time  of  Francis  I.  Few  of  the  churches 
could  boast  of  a  much  more  remote  antiquity.  The 
population  of  Havre  is  estimated  at  20^000;  and  I 
should  think  this  is  no  exaggerated  statement.  The 
town  is  full  of  imimation — ^whether  as  relating  to  buid- 
ness  or  pleasure.  For  the  former^  you  must  visit  the 
quajTS ;  for  the  latter^  you  must  promenade  the  high 
street^  and  more  especially  the  Bouievardsy  towards 
the  heights.  The  sun  shone  merrily^  as  it  were^  upon 
the  thousands  of  busy^  bustlings  and  bawling  humim 
<;reatures  . .  who  were  in  constant  locomotion  in  this 
latter.place. 

Resolving  to  postpone  my  visits  to  the  Booksellers 
till  evenings  I  took  advantage  of  every  quarter  of  an 

tinction  m  more  senses  than  one.  In  Zeiller*8  Topographia  OalUn, 
(yol.  iii.)  there  is  a  view  of  it^  about  the  period  in  which  Evelyn  saw  it, 
by  Jacques  Gombou8t>  Ing^nieur  du  Boy,  from  which  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  very  considerable  place.  Forty-two  principal  buildings 
and  places  are  referred  to  in  the  directions ;  and  among  them  we  ob- 
serve the  BouLBVABDs  DB  RicBLncu.  There  are  windmills  in  abun- 
dance in  the  neighbourhood. 
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hMir  of  dajH^t,  ^^^  f<^^^9  to  make  myadf  master  cf 
the  /iKra/e  of  die  fawboor.  The  docks  are  the  ^^  gnat 
gaits''  of  the  {^u^e ;  and  in  these  you  see  three  Ame* 
rican  Tessels  for  one  English.  In  fact^  the  bodoess 
with  America  is  of  vary  considerable  extent.  I  leoog-^ 
msed  aiBong  the  vessels  a  beantiful  Mttle  three-masted 
merchantman,  whicfa  I  had  serai,  about  five  years  ago^ 
lying  within  Ramsgate  pier — aad  any  thing  whidi  re* 
minds  yon  of  your  own  country,  tliough  at  bo  very  tcfw 
lific  cKstance  frmn  it,  is  looked  upon  with  a  fimder 
and  more  frequent  eye.  Just  so  it  was  upon  viefwiag 
this  tightly  trimmed  vessel.  I  wished,  for  a  miaate 
only,  that  I  could  leap  on  boaord — comm^ad  a  pros*- 
parous  breeze,  unfurl  the  sails  by  m^c^ — imd  be 
gently^  landed  upon  that  said  |ner  at  Ramsgate !  B«t 
iv^iere  would  have  been  Caem — and  Ba^eux — and 
Cbiitonc69 — ^whither  my  steps  wore  bending?  What  a 
difierence  between  the  respective  appearances  of  the 
quays  of  Dieppe  and  Havre  ?  Although  even  Aere 
things  would  assume  a  rubbishmg  and  littered  as- 
pect compared  with  the  quajm  at  Liverpool  or  at 
HuUj  yet  it  must  be  admitted,  for  the  credit  oi  Gal- 
lico-Norman  commerce,  that  the  quays  of  HaMe 
msk%  a  very  respectable  appearance.  You  see  men 
fiddling,  daEUcing,  sleeping,  sitting,  and  of  course  talk- 
ing k  pleine  gorge,  in  groupes  without  end — ^but  no 
druiikennessi  •  •  not  even  a  G  m  saluted  my  ear. 

The  Southampton  packets  land  their  crews  at  Havre. 
I  saw  the  arrival  of  one  of  these  packets;  and  was 
cruel  enough  to  contrast  the  animated  and  elastic 
spirits  of  a  host  of  French  laquais  de  ptace^  trades- 
people, &c. — attacking  the  passengers  with  cards  of 
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their  addrew-^witli  the  feeble  movenents  uid  dejected 
countenances  of  the  objects  of  their  attack.  Mean- 
while a  packet  would  sail  in  the  evening  for  Harfleur^ 
but  nothing  could  shake  the  determination  I  had  made 
of  st<^ping  (and  sleeping,  if  possible)  at  Havre.  Again 
the  packet  masters  caused  the  ^  note  of  departure*"  td 
be  sounded ;  and  again  the  high  street  reverberated 
its  echoes — while  tracks  and  wbeel-barrows^  lades 
with  goodly  or  with  sorrowful  looking  furnitiire^  n^ 
peared  in  motion  on  all  rides — ^hastening  to  be  in  thne 
for  the  moment  of  departure. 

From  the  quays,  I  sauntered  along  the  ramparted 
which  are  flanked  by  broad  ditdies ;  (of  course  {dentin 
fully  supplied  with  water)  and  passing  over  the  dranr- 
bridge,  by  which  all  carriages  enter  the  town — and 
iriilch  absolutely  trembles  as  if  about  to  sink  beneaA 
you,  as  the  diligence  rolls  over  it^ — I  made  for  the 
boulevards  and  tea-gardens ;  to  which,  business  beii^ 
well  n^  over,  the  inhabitants  of  Havre  flock  by  hmi- 
^h-eds  and  by  thousands.  A  fine  irftemoon  throws 
every  thing  into  ^'  good  keqiing** — as  the  artists  say. 
The  trees,  and  meadows,  and  upper  lands  w^enot 
imly  bright  with  the  sun-beam,  but  the  human  counte- 
nance was  lighted  up  with  gladness.  The  occupations 
pwtook  of  this  joyful  character.  Accordingly  there 
was  dancing  and  singing  on  all  sides;  a  little  beyond, 
appeared  to  sit  a  group  of  philosophers,  or  politic 
cians,  upon  a  fantastically  cut  seat,  beneath  laburnums 
streaming  with  gold — while,  still  further,  gradually  be- 
coming invisible  ftom  the  foliage  and  winding  path, 
strollfed  pairs  in  more  gentle  discourse !  Meanwhile 
the  whoop  and  halloo  of  school-boys,  in  rapid  and 
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ceaseless  evolutions^  resounded  through  the  air^  and 
heightened  the  gratification  of  the  scene. 

And  young  and  old  came  out  to  play 
Upon  a  sun-shine  holiday. 

On  looking  up  a  winding  road^  I  saw  Mr.  Lewis  busi- 
ed with  his  pencil.  Knolls  of  rich  verdure,  with  fine 
spreading  trees,  and  elegant  mansions,  were  in  the 
foreground — in  the  middle-ground^  and  quite  at  his 
feet^  stood  the  town  of  Havre : — ^in  the  distance^ 
rolled  and  roared  the  expansive  ocean  !•  The  sun  was 
visibly  going  to  rest;  but  his  departing  beams  yet 
sparkled  upon  the  more  prominent  points  of  the  pic- 
ture. There  was  no  time  for  finishing  the  subject. 
After  a  stroll  of  nearly  a  couple  of  hours,  on  this  inter- 
esting spot,  I  retraced  my  steps  over  the  draw-bridge 
and  prepared  for  objects  of  still  life ;  in  other  words, 
for  the  examination  of  what  might  be  curious  and  pro- 
fitable in  the  shape  of  a  fttiu*  Yet  I  could  not  turn 
my  back  upon  the  rising  ground,  which  I  had  just  con- 
templated^ without  thinking  that  your  friends  in 
Londour— or  any  friends  in  any  part  of  EnglaiMl— ^ 
would  do  very  wisely  to  spend  an  occasional  summer 
and  autumn  upon  the  heights  of  Havre :  and  I  wiU 
tell  you  why.  In  the  first  place^  the  locale  is  perfectly 
picturesque :  there  are  both  town  and  country  gratifi- 
cations :  sea  and  landscape  in  abundance^-wtnle  the 
air  is  pure  and  elastic.  In  the  second  place^  the  time 
(that  engenderer  of  spleen,  and  deadly  wdght  upon 
the  shoulders  of  too  many  of  our  countrymen)  may  be 
pleasingly  and  even  usefully  divided :  in  the  morning 
you  are  mixing  with  the  iidiabitants  of  the  town:  in  the 
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evesiiig,  with  those  of  the  country :  the  walks  are  com- 
modions,  and  the  roads  are^  in  that  season  of  the  year^ 
perfectly  excellent.  But  you  b^n  to  grow  tired  both 
of  town  and  country.  Be  it  so.  In  the  third  place^ 
then^  take  a  trip  to  Rouen^  for  a  week  or  ten  days ; 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  intermediate  and  interesting 
spots^  so  superficktUy  described  in  my  late  dispatch) 
return^  and  then  tell  me  how  you  like  the  heights  of 
Havre!  f  Or,  cross  an  arm  of  the  sea^  (as  I  have 
just  done)  ramble  about  Hmtfleur^  and  make  a  leisurely 
journey  to  Caen  or,  go  yet  further  : — ^then  return, 
and  tell  me  how  you  like  the  heights  of  Havre  9  Re- 
member, that  the  streams  abound  with  trout,  and  t^ 
a<]y  acent  hills  in  variety  and  ptenty  of  game ;  also  do  not 
fail  to  call  to  mind  that  one  shipment ^  at  Southampton, 
brings  you  direct  to  your  place  of  destination.  A 
prosperous  wind  may  make  you  dress  at  one  place, 
£md  undress  at  another.  Where  then  shall  be  the  ra- 
tionally founded  objectimi  to  a  residence  upon  the 

HBIQHTS  OF  HaVRB  ? 

•  The  lamps  were  lighted  when  I  commenced  my  M6- 
Uomaniacal  voyage  of  discovery  among  the  book- 
sellers. But  what  poverty  of  materials,  for  a  man 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Fust  and  Caxton  I  ?  To 
every  question,  about  rare  or  old  books,  I  was  told 
that  I  should  have  been  there  when  the  allies  first  got 
possession  of  P^ris.  In  one  al  the  shops  of  a  respect- 
abk  bibliopolist,  I  heard  an  animated,  and  evensome- 
wbat  fierce,  discussion  about  the  good  or  bad  effects 
of  the  respective  dynasties  of  the  Bourbons  and 
Buonaparte.  Each  of  the  two  disputants  defended 
hk  own  inde  with  warmth  and  eloquence.    Each  took 
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9Mffi;  and  to«§c  it  prrtfijr^xipbiKiy;  «m1  the  qmim  v^ 
Iraiiieiyt  tke  wrgwKieaSt,  the  more  £»qi]eiri;  the  sofqily  of 
timt   spirit-stirring    stinnilftnt.      Bon^viog   me    to 
hk  an  Englishman,  I  began  to  be  appnehensive  that  I 
shoold   be   appealed   to — or  peradyentore,  abased 
with  equal  heartiness  by  both  parties.    Bat  the  rescd$ 
was  Tery  diffisrevt,  and  a£forded  an  admirable  iUusts^ 
tpm  of  the  £eu»lity  and  sang-froid  adth  which  the 
Fronch  can  take  vp,  or  discard,  any  subject;  however 
i|ittt<68ting  or  important.    ^  You  are  from  Eia^aiid^ 
Sir/'^-^remarked  the  Buonapartist,  taking  off  his  faat^ 
and  inclining  his  head  towards  me,  with  a  graciow 
sahitalaoa.    ^  lam.  Sir."*    ^^  How  go  on  your  House  of 
Lords  and  House  of  Commons  ?**    ^^  As  usuaA,  Sir,— r 
wry  sound  and  v&ry  active:  at  leant  they  were  so.    At 
presrart  the  latter  exists  ih>  longer."*     '^  foists  no 
loag|er !  — *  what  has  happened  then.  Sir  ?— Hal  you  4^ 
right  to  vint  these  shores  in  such  a  crisis  of  alarm ! 
Did  I  not  (taming  to  his  Bourbon  antagonist)  did! 
not  predict  that  things  could  not  long  last  as  they  had 
been  going  on- in  England T    Whin^eupon,  liie  said 
Prophet  added  randry  other  sympathetic  ^xclamatioa^ 
ivMiout  aQowing  me  to  say  one  word  in  explanation  €i 
the  cause  of  the  dissokition  of  our  &r-&med  Howe  of 
.Commons  I    At  length,  an  opening  presenting  itself,  I 
obsenred,  with  a  mock  solemnity  of  manner,  that  it 
was  ^^  the  period  of  a  general  election.''  Qu'est-ce  q/ifi 
ee  mot  Ik  yeut  signifier  ?— ^je  n*ai  jamais  entradu  pacter 
de  cela/*    I  explained  it  as  briefly  and  as  perspicur 
ously  as  I  was  able :  but  both  Buonapartist  and  Bpur- 
bonist  (to  my  astonishment)  continued  to  ^ipress  tibeir 
ignorance  and  surprue.    I  then  e^itoined  to  them  how 
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these  rapeetiw  hoiiieB  oanied  on  tbnrTiroceedings ; 
and  tlmt  the  mettbers  of  the  house  4»f  Lor^  sitt  «a« 
covered,  with  scarl^  robes  trimmed  with  ermioe^-ftiut 
timt  those  of  the  House  of  Commons  sat  with  tbeiir 
ImCs  on^  and  ^>peared  in  the  dresses  wbi<^  tiiey  hap* 
p«ed  to  wear  during  the  day — ^booted^  or  otheiwise, 
just  as  thejr  pleased.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  oonvey 
to  you  an  idea  of  the  shrug,  and  exdamation  of  oon^r 
tempt,  with  which  these  c^posite-princijded  disputants 
simultaneously  treated  our  unfortunate  Commoners: 
nor  could  these  political  champions  separate  the  elo* 
qpenoe  and  importance  of  the  debates  from  the  mkm 
appearance  of  hats  and  boots :  while  the  Upper  House 
was  pronounced  by  them  to  be  the  only  proper  arena 
fiM*  the  display  of  inteUectual  strength  and  ^Nitional 
wisdonu  ^^  Enfin,  mon  ami,  (exclaimed  the  one,  turn* 
ii^  to  the  other)  il  &ut  a¥Ouer  que  ces  ohoses  sont  dm 
plus  mauvais  gout ;  et  je  ne  puis  pas  concevmr  ctm^ 
meat  les  Ai^lois,  qui  sont  yraiment  de  braves  gens,  pen- 
trot  se  conformer  k  des  r^^i^ments  qui  doivent  avoir 
un  r^mltat  «  fimeste.  A  9a  I  partons.  Neuf  heuies 
vient  de  sooner.  Monsfeur  je  vous  souhaite  le  bon 
soir.  Adieu,  adieu."*  These  acBeus  were  directed,  the 
first  to  the  beokseUar,  the  second  to  myself. . . mid 
both  Bourbonii^M;  and  Buonapartist  marched  off,  arm 
in  «rra,  forgetting  the  dynasties  wbk^  they  had  advor 
caled,  but  unifonn  in  their  aqmssions  of  surprise,  and 
predictions  of  e^  firom  the  homdy  costume  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons !  I  xould  scarcely, 
refrain  from  loud  laughter  as  they  shut  the  door  of  the 
diop,  and  disappeared.  Doubtless  these  gisntleme^ 
had  never  consulted  our  Bhidkst^pel  ^, 
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.  Luckily^  at  that  moment^  a  copy  of  the  HahUi  antu 
chi  modemiy  from  the  supposed  designs  of  Titiaii, 
and  printed  in  1590,  Svo.  happened  to  catch  my  eye, 
and  make  me  foi^t  the  scene  which  had  just  taken 
place.  It  was  a  sound,  but  somewhat  crojrt  copy,  and 
attired  in  a  goodly  jacket  of  calf-skin.  The  price  de- 
manded was  twdve  francs :  in  our  own  country  it  brings 
double  that  price . . .  and  even  more  than  treble  might 
be  given  for  such  a  copy  as  Mr.  Grenville  possesses. 
"  Cest  un  pen  fort,  ce  prix,**  observed  I.  "  Comment 
fort.  Monsieur?  voiUi  un  joli  livre,  rempli  de  planches 
en  bois— dont  on  ne  pourroit,  aujourdliui,  ex^cuter  un 
pareil,  sans  en  exiger  au  moins  trois  fois  le  prix.** 
This  is  any  thing  but  an  argument;  but  it  is  the 
common  observation  used  by  very  many  booksellers, 
whether  near  the  banks  of  the  Seine  or  the  Thames. 
I  counted  down  nine  francs  .  • .  and  made  a  pslitte, 
looking  at  my  bibliopolist.  "  H6  bien,  comme  vous 
le  d^sirez,  je  prendrai  les  neuf  francs  et  vous  prendre^ 
le  livre.  Ce*st  9a.'*  lliis  was  droll  enough.  I  laid 
the  book  aside,  and  sought  about  for  more . . .  but  a 
torn  Sauvage  Monstrelet,  and  a  thumbed  and  defective 
Ckdguin^s  Chronicley  (these  are  technical  phrases)  were 
the  only  fruits— or  rather  results — of  a  very  anxious 
forage  for  full  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  In  three 
shops,  previously  visited,  there  was  scarcely  any  thing 
to  be  seen  but  Voltaire  and  Rousseau.  I  made  the 
most  of  my  supposed  prize,  returned  to  the  hdtel, 
drank  a  late  and  excellent  cup  of  coflfee,  and  after  com- 
paring notes  with  Mr.  Lewis,  as  to  what  we  had  seve- 
rally seen  and  heard^  retired  to  rest,  thoroughly  wont 
out,  and  oppressed  with  sleep. 
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The  packet  was  to  sail  by  nine  in  the  morning ;  pre- 
dsely .   For  a  wonder,  (or  rather  no  wonder  at  all,  con« 
sidering  what  had  occurred  during  the  last  twenty-four 
hours)  I  had  an  excellent  night^s  rest,  and  was  pre- 
pared for  break&st  by  eight.     Having  break&sted, 
we  immediately  accompanied  our  luggage  to  the  inner 
harbour.    Of  course  we  had  plenty  of  offers  for  the 
conveyance  of  it :  so  that  in  five  minutes  we  were 
close  to  the  water's  edge,  and  observed  the  HonJUur 
packet  swarming  with  passengers,  and  crammed  with 
every  species  of  merchandize:  especially  tubs,  casks, 
trunks,  cordage,  and  earthen-ware.    We  descended; 
saw  our  luggage  stowed,  took  our  stations  near  the 
helm — and  after  experiencing  a   good   deal   of  un- 
comfortable  heaving  of  the  ocean,  got  clear  from  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  stood  qut  to  sea.    The 
tide  was    running    briskly  and    strongly  into    the 
harbour ;  and  a  good  deal  of  see-sawing  of  the  vessel 
was    the    consequence*  of  such  current.    We   were 
in  truth  very  closely  stowed ;  and  as  these  packets 
are  built  with  flattish  bottoms,  and  low  sides, — a 
rough  sea  would  not  have  failed  to  give  to  a  crew,  thus 
exposed,  the  appearance  of  half-drowned  rats.  Luckily 
the  wind  began  to  subside,  and  by  degrees  old  ocean 
wore    a  fece  of  undisturbed    serenity.      Not  how- 
ever that  very  many  of  the  passengers  were  not  tn- 
cofwenienced  by  the  agitation,  however  trifling,  which 
had   occurred.     Our  crew  was  a  motley  one ;  but 
among  them,  a  parchment-visaged  Abbess,  with  her 
broad  streaming  bands,  seemed  to  experience  parti- 
cular distress.    She  was  surrounded  by  some  hale, 
hearty  market  women,  whose  robust  forms,  and  copper- 
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tinted  ootibtenancesi  foraned  a  striking  wntraet  to  her 
ow»i  A  Uttle  beyond  was  an  oW  oflSicer  or  two,  with 
cocked  hatA  of  the  ufually  capacious,  dimensions.  But 
the  poor  Abbess  was  cruelly  afflicted^  and  in  agesture 
qnd  tone  of  voice,  of  the  most  piteous  woe,  implored 
the  stewardof  the  vessel  for  accommodation  below.  Mr. 
Lewis  seized  an  opportunity  of  transferring  the  whole 
foreshortened  picture  to  his  sketch  book ;  and  I  think 
you  will  allow  it  to  be  an  admirable  piece  of  compo- 
sition. 
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.  Fartanately^  as  I  was  not  in  the  least  annoyed  by 
sickness^  I  had  leisure  to  survey  the  heights  of  Honfleur 
before  we  landed.  These  heights  may  be  ealled  counter- 
parts to  those  of  Havre;  but  they  are  less  lofty^  though 
equally  well  wooded.  Looking  towards  the  course  of 
the  River  Sdne^  as  it  narrowed  in  its  windings,  I  dis- 
covered HarJUur  and  Hocher  nearly  opposite ;  and,  a 
good  deal  lower  down,  the  little  fishing  town  of  QuiUe" 
bettfy  i^parently  embedded  in  the  water.  I  necessar- 
rily  had  a  different  view  of  those  rocks  which  so  much 
astonished  our  postillion  on  the  approach  to  Tancar- 
vine ;  and  indeed  on  all  sides  I  contemplated  nothing 
but  picturesque  beauty  imd  agricultural  plenteousneas. 
Honfleur  itself  is  surely  among  the  most  miserable  of 
fishing  towns*— or  whatever  be  the  staple  commodity 
that  supports  it.  But  the  environs  make  amends  for 
the  squalidness  of  the  town.  A  few  years  of  peace  and 
plenty  would  work  wonders  even  in  the  improvements 
ctf  these  environs.  Perhi^s  no  situatiim  is  more  figt- 
vounAle  for  the  luxury  of  a  summer  retirement. 
Across  this  arm  of  the  sea,  or  rather  the  very  efnbou- 
•chure  of  the  liver  Seine,  you  observe  Havre — (some 
-of^bA  English  miles  distant)  yet  a  consequential  look- 
iaj^  town.  We  paid  only  eight  sous  apiece  for  our 
fUKagd ;  and  having  no  passport  to  be  vis^d  (which  in- 
deed was  the  case  at  Havre,)  we  selected  a  stout  lad  or 


*  It  was  8o  in  Evelyn's  time:  in  1644, ''  It  is  a  poore  fisher  towne 
(says  he)  remaikable  fbr  nothing  so  much  as  the  odd  yet  nsefiiU 
liabites  which  the  good  women  weare>  of  beares  and  other  skinns,  as 
.of  raggs  at  Dieppe^  and  aU  along  diese  coasts." 

Life  and  WrUmg$ofJ.  EoeU^  i   iSlB,  4to.  vol.  i.  p.  51. 
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two,  from  the  crowds  of  lookers  on,  as  we  landed,  to 
cany  our  luggage  to  the  inn  from  which  the  dOigence 
sets  off  for  Cabn.  It  surprised  us  to  see  with  wliat 
alacrity  these  lads  cany  the  luggage  up  a  steep  hill 
in  their  trucks,  or  barrows ;  but  we  were  disgusted 
with  the  miserable  forms,  and  miserable  clothing,  of 
both  sexes,  which  we  encountered  as  we  proceeded 
Most  fortunately  we  were  in  time  to  secure  our  plaoe^i 
and  the  horses  were  in  the  very  act  of  being  put  to,  as 
we  paid  our  fares  beforehand. 

All  this,  you  will  say,  is  very  trifling ;  but  the  hct 
is,  you  tell  me  that  I  must  make  you  accompany  me 
wherever  I  gp,  and  in  whatever  transaction  I  am  con- 
cerned. ^^  P^ullo  majora.**  Judge  of  our  surprise  and 
gratification  upon  seeing  two  well-dressed  and  welt- 
1>red  Englishmen,  in  the  very  act  of  securing  tbdr 
places.  It  is  not  always  that,  at  first  sight.  English- 
men associate  so  quickly,  and  apparently  so  cordially, 
as  did  these  gentlemen  Tidth  ourselves.  They  were 
the  Messrs.  D***  of  L****  ^a// m  Yorkshire : 
the  elder  brother  an  Oxford  man  of  the  same  standing 
with  myself.  The  younger,  a  Cantab.  We  were  aU 
bound  for  Caen;  and  right  gladly  did  we  coalesce 
upon  this  expedition.  I  shall  not  easily  forget  the  showa* 
of  rain  which  fell  as  we  set  off;  and  most  thankfully 
did  I  prefer  the  shelter  of  the  roof  of  the  coach  to  the 
security  of  an  umbrella  in  an  open  packet-boat.  The 
mode  of  starting  was  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  world. 
My  love  of  out-door  comforts,  and  of  witnessing  the 
scenery  of  a  new  country,  made  me  solicitous  to  secure 
a  place  in  the  cabriolet ;  but  our  acquaintances  had 
previously  obtained  two  places,  and  the  driver  and  con- 
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ducteur  (on  this  occasion  the  same  individual)  claimed 
the  third  place  as  a  matter  of  right  and  necessity^  for 
himself;  jCrom  whence  he  exercised  the  office  of  the 
whip— a  singular^  and  rather  ticklish^  situation  for  the 
management  of  four  horses,  unaided  by  a  postillion ! 
But  what  was  my  astonishment,  when,  on  liis  good- 
nature ceding  to  me  this  third  place,  he  took  his 
station  upon  the  roof — and  from  thence,  with  the 
reins  in  one  hand,  and  a  whip  in  the  other,  he  es- 
sayed to  guide  four  high-mettled  Norman  stallions, 
down  one  descent  and  up  another  ascent .  • .  the  rain 
«t  the  same  moment  pouring  down  in  torrents  I  To 
say  that  I  was  not  nervous,  would  be  foolish . .  I  will 
own  that  I  was  even  terrified — for  what  a  machine  was 
behind  me ! .  •  and  if  we  had  been  overset,  what  a 
result  must  have  ensued !  Fortunately  we  had  not  got 
out  of  the  town,  and  had  scarcely  cleared  the  first 
descent,  when  one  of  the  horses  got  his  leg  completely 
ov9  the  rope  traces,  and  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
ceed. I  now  saw  the  danger  of  retaining  my  place  in 
the  cabriolet  to  the  exclusion  of  the  worthy  driver,  and 
instantly  gave  it  up.  He  said  very  coolly  "  Ce  sont 
des  diables  de  chevaux,  et  il  &.ut  ^i*e  un  pen  plus  pr^s 
pour  les  chatouiller/*  Leaving  him  in  full  possession  to 
^^  tickle"*  the  animals  as  he  pleased,  I  got  inside  the 
dili^nce ;  and  as  the  rain  continued  to  descend  yet 
more  heavily  and  steadily,  I  was  not  chagrined  at  thet 
change :  the  leathern  curtains  of  the  cabriolet  proving 
but  a  sorry  defence. — ^Nothing,  however,  could  disc<mi- 
pose  the  gravity,  or  ruffle  the  good-humour  of  the 
conducteur.  In  the  midst  of  the  descending  rain,  and 
while  the  horses  appeared  to  be  sprawling  all  over  the 
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road^  he  whistled  and  sang  alteraately,  as  if  nothing 
had  taken  place. 

We  now  proceeded  at  a  good  sharp  pace,  and  as  we 
ascended  the  very  high  hill  on  the  direct  road  to  Cam, 
with  fine  leafy  trees  on  each  sidq,  and  upon  a  noble 
breadth  of  road,  I  looked  ont  of  the  diligence  to  enj<^ 
the  truly  magnificent  view  of  the  Seine — ^with  glimpses 
6i  Harfleur  and  Havre  on  the  opposite  coast.    The 
cessation  of  the  rain,  and  the  slow  movement  of  the 
vehicle,  enabled  me  to  do  this  in  a  tolerably  commo- 
dious manner.  The  ground  however  seemed  saturated, 
and  the  leaves  glistened  with  the  incumbent  moisture. 
There  was  a  sort  of  pungent  freshness  of  scent  abroad — 
and  a  rich  pasture  land  on  each  side  gave  the  most 
luxuriant  appearance  to  the  landscape.    Nature  in- 
deed seemed  to   have   fructified  every   thing   in  a 
manner  at  once  spontaneous  and  perfect.    The  face  of 
the  country  is  pasture-land  thro^ighout ;  that  is  to  say, 
there  are  comparatively  few  orchards  and  little  arable. 
I  was  told  to  pay  attention  to  the  cattle,  for  that  the 
formers  prided  themselves  upon  their  property  of  tins 
kind.  They  may  pride  themselves — if  they  please:  but 
their  pride  is  not  of  a  lofty  cast  of  character.     You 
know  I  am  rather  more  conversant  in  Caxtons  than 
in  cows ;  but  I  have  been  in  Lincolnshire,  Hereford- 
shire, and  Gloucestershire — and  have  seen  and  enjoyed, 
in  these  said  counties,  groups  of  cattle  which  appeared 
calculated  for  the  land  and  the  table  of  giants,  com- 
pared with  the  Lilliputian  objects,  of  the  bucoline  spe- 
cies, which  were  straying  in  thin  flocks,  throughout 
the  luxuriant  pastures  of  Normandy.    Hiat  trium- 
phant and  immutable  maxim  of  ^^  small  bone  and 
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large  carcase**  seems,  alas !  to  be  unknown  in  these  re- 
gions.   Nor  are  the  cows  extraordinary  good  milchers. 
However,  on  we  rode — and  on  all  sides  we  gazed. 
At  length  we  reached  Pont  LEveque,  a  pretty  long 
stage ;  whare  we  dined  (says  my  journal)  upon  roast 
fowl,  asparagus,  trout,  and  an  excellent  omelette,  with 
two  good  bottles  of  vin  ordinaire— -which  latter,  for 
four  Englishmen,  was  commendably  moderate.   Dur- 
ing dinner  the  rain  came  down  again  in  yet  heavicar 
torrents — the  gutters  foamed,  and  the  ground  smoked 
with  the  unceasing  fsM  of  the  water.    In  the  midst  of 
this  aquatic  storm,  we  toasted  Old  England  right  mer- 
rily and  cordiaHy ;  and  the  conducteur,  seeing  us  in 
good  humour,  told  us  that  ^  we  need  not  hurry,  for 
that  he  preferred  a  dry  journey  to  a  wet  one.**    We 
readily  assented  to  this  position ;  but  within  half  an 
hour,  the  weather  clearing,  we  remounted :  and  by 
four  o*clock  we  all  got  inside — and  politics,  i-eligion, 
literature,  and  the  fine  arts,  kept  us  in  constant  dis- 
course and  good  humour  as  we  rolled  on  for  many  a 
league.  All  the  way  to  Troam  (the  last  stage  on  this  side 
of  Caen)  the  country  presents  a  truly  lovely  picture  of 
pasture  land.    Tliere  are  occasionally  some  wooded 
heights,  in  ^Hiich  English  wealth  and  English  taste 
would  have  raised  villas  of  the  prettiest  forms,  and  with 
most  commanding  Mews.    Yet  there  is  nothing  to  be 
mentioned  in  the  same  breath  with  the  country  about 
Rodwell  in  Glocestershire.    Nor  are  the  trees  of  the 
same  bulk  and  luxuriant  foliage  as  are  those  in  our 
own  country.    A  fine  oak  is  as  rare  as  an  uncut  fVyn- 
kyn  De  fForde:  but  creeping  rivulets,  rich  coppice 
wood,  avenues  of  elms  and  limes,  and  meadows  be- 
gemmed with  butter-cups — these  are  the  characteristics 
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of  the  country  through  which  we  were  passing*  It  is 
in  vain  however  you  look  for  neat  villas  or  conse- 
quential fiarm  houses  :  and  as  rarely  do  you  see  groups 
<^  villagers  reposing,  or  in  action . .  A  dearth  of  popu- 
lation gives  to  French  landscape  a  melancholy  and  soli* 
tary  cast  of  character.  It  is  in  cities  that  you  must 
look  for  human  beings — and^br  cities  the  French  seem 
to  have  been  created.  Not  any  thing  like  an  exempli- 
fication of  Watteau's  enchanting  pieces . .  but  I  check 
myself— ladies  and  gentl^nen  do  not  stir  abroad  to 
dance,  swing,  romp,  and  enjoy  a  filte  champetre. 

When  storms  and  clouds  obscure  the  sky^ 
And  thunders  roll,  and  lightnings  fly! 

Yet  I  shall  not  easily  forget  the  sweep  of  country,  or 
continuation  of  pasture  land,  between  Pont  L*£veque 
and  Troam.    This  latter  village  is  sufficiently  poor. 
We  passed  a  good  house  to  the  left,  and  a  delicious 
trout  stream  to  the  right ;  but  the  road  itself  was 
absolutely  flooded  with  rain.   It  was  at  Troam,  I  think, 
or  at  some  halting  place  beyond,  that  our  pauperis 
were  demanded,  and  the  examination  of  our  trunks 
solicited.    We  surrendered  our  keys  most  willingly. 
The  gentlemen  with  their  cocked  hats  and  blue  jackets 
— ^having  a  belt  from  which  a  sword  was  suspended — 
consulted  together  for  a  minute  only — returned  our 
keys,  and  telling  us  that  matters  would  be  thorough^ 
looked  into  at  Caen,  said  they  would  give  us  no  trouble. 
We  were  of  course  not  sorry  at  this  determination — 
and  the  Messrs.  D  *  *  *  and  myself  getting  once  more 
into  the  cabriolet,  (a  postboy  being  secured  for  the 
leaders)  we  began  to  screw  up  our  spirits  and  curio- 
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sity  for  a  view  of  the  steeples  of  Ca^n,  The  country, 
frmn  Troarn  to  Caen,  gets  more  into  the  arable  kind ; 
but,  though  flatter  and  less  ornamented  with  trees,  it 
is  firuitfUl  and  agreeable  to  the  eye.  Unluckily  the  sun 
had  set,  and  the  horizon  had  become  gloomy,  when  we 
first  discovered  the  spires  of  St.  Stephens  abbey — the 
principal  ecclesiastical  edifice  at  Caen.  It  was  hard 
npon  nine  o*elock ;  and  the  evening  being  extremely 
dusky,  we  had  necessarily  a  very  indistinct  view  of  the 
iAhet  churches^— but,  to  my  eye,  as  seen  in  a  lengthened 
view,  and  through  a  treacherous  atmosphere,  Caen 
had  the  appearance  of  Oxford  upon  a  diminutive  scale. 
The  town  itself,  like  our  famous  University,  is  built  in 
a  slanting  direction ;  though  the  surrounding  country 
is  yet  flatter  than  about  Oxford.  As  we  entered  it, 
bll  the  population  seemed  collected  to  witness  our 
arrival.  From  solitude  wef  plunged  at  once  into  tu* 
mult,  bustle,  and  noise.  We  stopped  at  the  Hotel 
dEspagne — a  large,  but  black  and  begrimed  mansion. 
Here  our  luggage  was  taken  down ;  and  here  we  were 
assailed  by  garQons  de  place,  with  cards  in  their 
hands,  intreating  us  to  put  up  at  their  respective 
hotels.  We  had  somehow  got  a  recommendation  to  the 
Hotel  Roy  ale  in  the  Place  Roy  ale j — and  such  a  union 
of  royal  adjuncts  was  irresistible. — ^Accordingly,  we 
resolved  upon  moving  thither.  In  a  trice  our  trunks 
were  placed  upon  barrows  :  and  we  marched  behind, 
^'  in  double  quick  time,'*  in  order  to  secure  our  pro- 
perty. The  place  appeared  to  improve  as  we  made 
our  different  turnings,  and  gained  upon  our  hotel. 
^*  Le  voili.  Messieurs**— exclaimed  our  guides  and 
baggage  conductors — as  we  got  into  a  goodly  square. 
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and  saw  a  fJEur  and  comely  mansion  in  front.  Hie  m%h 
of  landlord^  waiting  maids^  and  gallons  de  plaoe^  en- 
comitered  us  as  we  entered.  ^'Messieurs  Je  vous  salne^** 
— said  a  huge^  ungracious  looking  figure — ^which  said 
figure  was  nothing  less  than  the  master  of  the  hotel — 
yclep*d  Lagouelle.  We  were  shown  into  a  small  room 
on  the  ground  floor  to  the  right — and  ordered  tea  ;  but 
had  scarcely  begun  to  enjoy  the  crackHng  blase  of  a 
plentiful  wood  fire^  when  the  said  ungracious  figure 
took  his  seat  by  the  side  of  us ...  to  tell  us  ^^  all  about 

THS  DUBL.*' 

I  had  heard  (from  an  English  gentleman  in  the 
packet  boat  from  Havre  to  Honfleur^)  something  res- 
pecting this  most  extraordinary  duel  between  a  young 
Englishman  and  a  young  Frenchman :  but  as  I  mean 
to  reserve  my  Caen  budget  for  a  distinct  dispatch,  and 
as  I  have  yet  hardly  tarried  tw^ity  hours  in  this  jrface, 
I  must  bid  you  adieu,  only  adding  that  I  dreamt,  last 
night,  about  some  Ikiglish  antiquaries  trjring  to  bend 
the  bow  of  William  the  Conqueror  ! — Can  this  be  sur- 
pridng  ?    Again  farewell. 
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I.ETTER    XIII. 

CABN.  SOIL.  SOCIETY.  BDUCATION.  A  DU£L.  OLD 
HOUSES.  THB  ABBEY  OF  ST.  STEPHEN.  CHUBCH 
OF  ST.  PIE  ERE  DE  DERNBTAL.  ABB]£  DB  LA  SAINTB 
TRIMIT^.      OTHER  PUBLIC  EDIFICES. 

I  HAVE  now  redded  upwards  of  a  weds:  at  La- 
goneUe*s,  the  Hotel  Royale,  and  can  tell  yon  sometfaiiig 
of  the  place  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Caen.  But  do  not 
eaqpect  such  a  copious  or  curious  sketch  of  these  as 
jTOu  recmed  of  Rouen  and  of  the  Rouennois.  Caen  is 
still-life  after  Rouen :  but  it  has  been,  and  yet  is,  a 
town  exceedingly  well-deserving  the  attention  of  the 
lounging  traveller  and  of  tlie  curious  antiquary.  Its 
eocleriastical  edifices  are  more  ancient,  but  less  vast 
aad  splendid,  than  those  of  Rouen ;  while  the  streets 
and  the  houses  are  much  more  wide  and  comfortable. 
Hiis  place  is  the  capital  of  the  department  of  Cal- 
vados, or  of  Lower  Normandy  :  and  its  population 
is  estimated  at  forty  thousand  souls.  It  has  a  public 
library,  a  school  of  art,  a  college,  mayoralty,  and  all 
the  etceteras  of  a  corporate  society.  But  I  must  first 
give  you  something  in  the  shape  of  political  economy 
intelligence.  Caen  with  its  arrondissemens  of  Bayeux^ 
Fire,  Falaise,  Lisieux,  and  Pant  L'Eveque,  is  the  coun- 
try of  pasturage  and  of  cattle.  It  is  also  fertile  in  the 
apple  and  pear ;  but  from  recent  experiments  made  at 
Argencesy  they  have  abandoned  all  further  attempts  to 
cultivate  the  vine.  There  are  beautiful  and  most  abun- 
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dant  market  gardens  about  Caen ;  and  for  the  last  seven- 
ty years  they  have  possessed  a  garden  for  the  growth  and 
cultivation  of  foreign  plants  and  trees.  Just  about  the 
establishment  of  Buonaparte's  power  they  could  boast 
of  three  thousand  plants  of  this  kind,  classed  accord- 
ing to  the  systems  of  Linnaeus  and  Toumefort ;  but, 
now,  that  number  is  even  increased.  It  is  said  that 
more  than  nine  hundred  species  of  plants  and  trees  are 
to  be  found  in  the  department  of  Calvados,  of  which 
Caen  is  the  capital ;  of  which  some  (but  I  know  not 
how  many  or  how  few)  are  considered  as  indigenous. 
Of  forests  and  trees,  the  number  is  comparatively 
small ;  and  upon  that  limited  number  great  injuries 
w^re  inflicted  by  the  Revolution.  In  the  arrondisse- 
ment  of  Caen  itself,  there  are  only  344  hectares  J^  The 
truth  is,  that,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  popu- 
lous towns  the  French  have  no  idea  of  planting'.  Tliey 
suflfer  plfidn  after  plain,  and  hill  after  hill,  to  be  denuded 
of  trees,  and  make  no  provision  for  the  supply  of  those 
who  are  to  come  after  them.  Tims,  not  only  a  great 
portion  of  the  country  about  Rouen — (especially  in 
the  direction  of  the  road  leading  to  Caen — )  is  gra- 
dually left  desolate  and  barren,  but  ev^  here,  as  you 
approach  the  town,  there  is  a  dreary  flatness  of  country, 
uprefreshed  by  the  verdure  of  foliage :  whereas  the 
soil,  kind  and  productive  by  nature,  requires  only  the 
slightest  attention  of  man  to  repay  him  a  hundred  fold ! 
What  they  will  do  some  fifty  years  hence  for^e/,is  quite 
inconcdvable.  It  is  true  that  the  river  Ome,  by  means 
of  the  tide,  and  of  its  proximity  to  the  sea^  brings  up 

*  Somewhere  about  150  English  acres. 
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vessels  of  even  200  tons  burden^  in  which  they  may 
stow  plenty  of  wood ;  bnt  still,  the  expenses  of  carriage, 
imd  dnties  of  a  variety  of  description — together  with 
the  dependence  of  the  town  upon  such  accidental  sup<- 
ply — ^would  render  the  article  of  fuel  a  most  expensive 
concern.  It  is  also  true  that  they  pretend  that 
tiie  soil,  in  the  department  of  Calvados,  contains  coal; 
bnt  the  experiments  which  were  made  some  years  ago 
at  Littry,  in  the  arondissement  of  Bayeuxy  should 
forbid  the  Caennois  to  indulge  any  very  sanguine  ex- 
pectations on  that  score. 

In  respect  to  the  trade  of  the  town,  the  two  princi- 
pal branches  are  lace  and  cap  making.  The  former 
trade  is  divided  with  Bayeux ;  and  both  places  together 
^ve  occupation  to  twenty  thousand  pair  of  hands. 
People  of  all  ages  may  be  so  employed ;  and  the  annual 
gross  receipts  have  been  estimated  at  four  millions  of 
francs.  But  the  manufactures  of  Lisieux  form  the 
chief  supplies  of  the  department  of  Calvados.  Yet  in 
cap  making  only,  at  Caen,  four  thousand  people  have 
been  constantly  engaged,  and  a  gross  produce  of  two 
millions  of  francs  has  been  the  result  of  such  branch  of 
trade.  A  great  part  of  this  manufacture  was  consumed 
at  home ;  but  more  than  one  half  used  to  be  exported  to 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  colonies  belonging  to  France. 
TTiey  pretend  to  say,  however,  that  this  article  of  com- 
merce is  much  diminished  both  in  profit  and  reputa- 
tion :  while  that  of  table  linen  is  gaining  proportionably 
in  both.*     There  were  formerly  great  tanneries  in 

*  that  of  table  Unen  gai$M^  propartUmabfy  in  both.'] — Caen  was  ce- 
lebrated for  its  table  linen  three  centuries  ago.    "  £t  s!  ne  me  puis 
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Caen  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  but  lately  that  branch 
of  trade  has  suffered  extremely.  The  revolution  first 
gave  it  a  violent  check,  and  the  ignorance  and  inat- 
tention of  the  masters  to  recent  improvements,  intro* 
duced  by  means  of  chemistry,  have  helped  to  hasten 
its  decay.  To  balance  this  misfortune,  there  has  of 
late  sprung  up  a  very  gen^td  and  judiciously  directed 
pommercial  spirit  in  the  article  of  parcelaine;  and 
if  Caen  be  inferior  to  its  neighbouring  towns,  and 
especially  to  Rouen  and  Lisieux,  in  the  articles  o( 
cloth,  stufl^,  and  lace,  it  takes  a  decided  lead  in  that 
which  relates  to  pottery  and  china :  no  mean  articles 
in  the  supply  of  domestic  wants  and  luxuries.  But 
it  is  in  matters  of  higher  ^^  pith  and  moment**  that 
Caen  may  claim  a  superiority  over  the  towns  just 
noticed.  There  is  a  better  spirit  of  education  abroad ; 
and,  coo^arativdy  for  its  size,  more  science  and  more 
literatm*e.  This  place  has  been  long  femous  for  the 
(education  of  lawyers.  There  are  two  distinct  acade- 
mies—  one  for  ^^  Science  and  Belles-Lettres** — the 
other  for  agriculture  and  commerce.  The  Ljfc^e  is  a 
noble  building,  close  to  the  Abbey  of  St.lStephen :  but 
I  wish  its  fogade  had  been  Gothic,  to  harmonise  with 
this  latter.  Indeed^  Caen  has  quite  the  air  of  Oxford, 
from  the  preval^it  {^[^)earance  of  stone  in  its  public 

iftire  qu'il  n'y  a  viHe  en  Burc^  oil  il  se  finct  de  plus  beaux  &  singulier 
LiNOB  DE  TABLE  que  Toii  appeUe  hauUlice — sur  lequel  les  artisans 
telliers  representent  toutes  sortes  de  fleura^  bestes,  oyseaux,  arbres,  me- 
dalles^  &  armoiries  de  Rois>  Princes^  Seignears^  roire  aussT  naifue- 
ment  &  proprement  que  le  plus  estim^  Pcmtre  ponrroit  rapporter 
auecques  mm  pinceau>  &c.  Boubovbyillb;  Jn^qmiex  de  Gooi;  1588^ 
8vo.  p.  S6. 
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buildings.  The  environs  of  the  town  aflford  qnar- 
tiesy  whence  the  stone  is  taken  in  great  blocks^  in  a 
comparatively  soft  state — and  is  thus  cut  into  the 
several  forms  required  with  the  greatest  facility.  It 
18  then  exposed,  and  every  succeeding  day  appears 
to  add  to  its  white  tint  and  durable  quality.  I  saw 
some  important  improvements  making  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town,*  in   which  they  were  finishing 

*  tmpraceinenti  making  m  the  outikirts  qf  the  toumJ] — ^The  fiaux- 
booigs  of  Caen^  in  the  present  day,  wear  a  melancholy  contrast  to 
what  they  appear  to  have  been  in  the  middle  of  the  xvith  century. 
Listen  to  the  pleasantly  penned  description  of  them  by  the  first  topo- 
grapher of  the  place . .  • ''  auxquelles  les  habitans  et  ieunesse  se  pour- 
meinent,  prennent  plaisir  kla  saison  du  printemps,  et  de  Test^,  mftme 
les  ^coliers  de  TUniyersit^  $  les  vns  k  sauter,  lutter>  oourir,  iouer  aux 
barres,  nager  en  la  riviere  qui  les  enclot,  tirer  de  Tare,  et  pr^ddre 
toates  honnestes  recreations,  comme  aussi  font  les  damoiselles,  dames, 
et  bourgeoises,  k  y  estendre  et  secher  leur  beau  linge,  duquel  les  dites 
prairies  sont  aucunes  fois  si  couuertes  quelles  semblent  plustot  blanches 
qae  vertes— et  au  jour  des  festes  api^  le  souper  s*y  assemblent  les 
grandes  compagnies,  tant  de  seigneurs,  offiders,  dames,  damdselles, 
bouigeoises,  en  nombre  de  trois  k  quatremile  peisonnes  qui  s*y  pour- 
moient  par  troupes,  pour  y  aumr  leur  plaisir  et  recreation  &  voir  les 
passe  temps,  &c.*'— Mais  encores  le  plus  grand  plaisir  qui  se  treuue  en 
telles  assemble,  c*est  qu'en  ce  beau  printemps  vernal  Ton  y  volt  le 
ehant  et  ramage  mdodieux  des  rossignols  quifleurissent,  firedonnent  et 
d^otssent,  dedans  cette  circle  et  iardins  prochains,  rapportans  par 
leur  chant  la  m^moire  de  I'histoire  de  Fhilomene,  &c.*'    Again,  a  few 
pages  ftirther:  **  Je  dir^  aussi,  auecques  assurance,  qu'il  croist  aux 
beaux  prairies  et  iardins  de  cette  ville  &  fauxboui^gs  des  plus  excellens 
etddicatsfrnits  de  toutes  sortes  que  en  autre  ville  de  France,  et  de  toutes 
fttsois  odoriferentes  en  de  belles  &  plaisantes  trailles,  gallerie,  paUis- 
•ades  &  parterres.*'   BotTseusviLLB :  JntiquUez  de  Caen;  pp,  5,  6,  26. 
It  may  be  worth  suljoining,  from  the  same  interesting  authority, 
that  long  after  the  time  even  of  the  puUication  just  referred  to. 
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shafts  and  capitals  of  columns  in  a  manner  the 
most  correct  and  gratifying.    Still  further  from  the 

the  town  of  Caen  was  surrounded  by  lofty  and  thick  stone  walis^ 
upon  the  tops  of  which  three  men  could  walk  a-breast;  and  from 
thence  the  inhabitants  could  discern  ''  the  vessels  saUing  in  the  riyer 
Ome,  across  those  laige  and  beautiful  meadows,  and  unloading  their 
cargoes  by  the  sides  of  the  walls.*'  It  appears  indeed  to  have  been  a 
sort  of  a  lounge  or  fashionable  promenade^  by  means  of  yarious 
ladders  for  the  purposes  of  ascent  and  descent. 

Among  the  (dd  prints  and  bird*s-eye  views  of  Caen>  whidi  I  saw  in 
the  cdllectk>n  of  Dm  Bozb  at  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  ihexe  is  om' 
accompanied  by  three  pages  of  printed  description  -,  which  latter  be- 
gins with  the  lines  of  Ouillaume  Breton  *'  Villa  potens,  opulenta,"  &c. ; 
seepost.  There  is  also  a  very  laige  print  of  Ca«n,  by  P.  BuachcoiiSbt 
date  of  1747 :  in  which,  however,  the  trees  are  made  of  more  conse- 
quence than  the  houses.  Also  a  bircPs-eye  print  of  the  dty,  from  tiie 
pencil  of  6oiii5o«fle.  This  latter  Itake  to  be  from  Zeiller's  Topogiaplaa 
Gallie,  vol.  iii.  in  which  the  towers  of  the  Jbbaye  de  la  TruuU,  and  of 
St.  EHenne,  having  two  stories,  as  it  were,  are  unlike  any  thing  we  now 
observe.  The  view,  in  other  respects,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  towm 
(of  the  date  of  1640-50)  and  of  the  precincts  of  St.  Stephen's  abbey. 
The  Place  Royale  seems  to  have  been  the  Placedela  Chaua^i  where 
we  observe  a  gallows  to  be  erected.  Among  the  drawii^,  &c.  in  tiie 
royal  collection,  is  one  of  the  castle  of  Caen,  of  the  date  of  1702,  rather 
interesting.  The  castle  is  now  destroyed.  There  is  also  an  imposing 
view  of  the  Ahhaye  de  la  Trinitii  or  rather  of  the  monastery  or  ho^i- 
tal  now  attached  to  it :  also  of  the  date  of  1703  :  a  wretched  per-* 
ibnnance.  An  equally  faithless  view  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen  y 
of  the  same  date.  Evelyn,  in  1644,  thus  describes  the  town 
of  Caen.  *'  The  inliole  town  is  handsomely  built  of  that  ex«^ 
lent  stone  so  well  knowne  by  that  name  in  England.  I  was  lead  to  a 
pretty  garden,  planted  witii  hedges  of  Alatemus,  having  at  the  en- 
trance, at  an  exceeding  height,  accurately  cut  in  topiary  wofke,  with 
well  understood  architecture,  consisting  of  pillars,  niches,  fieezes,  and 
other  omam^its,  with  greate  curiosity,  he. 

L^t  and  Wriirngs  f^J.  Eo^i  1818>  4to.  vol.  L  p.  59« 
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immediate  ^cinity  of  Caen^  they  find  stone  of  a  closer 
grain;  and  with  this  they  make  stair-cases,  and 
pavements  for  the  interior  of  buildings.  Indeed 
the  stone  stair-cases  in  this  place,  which  are  usually 
circular,  and  projecting  from  the  building,  struck  me 
as  being  equally  uncommon  and  curious.  It  is  assert- 
ed that  they  have  different  kinds  of  marble  in  the 
department  of  Calvados,  which  equal  that  of  the 
south  of  France.  At  Basly  and  Vieux  white  marble 
18  found  which  has  been  judged  worthy  of  a  compari- 
son with  Parian ;  but  this  is  surely  a  little  presump- 
tuous. However,  it  is  known  that  Cardinal  Richelieu 
brought  from  Vieux  all  the  marble  with  which  he 
built  the  chapel  in  the  college  of  the  Sorbonne. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  to  general  appearance,  and  as  to 
particular  society,  Caen  may  be  preferable  to  Rouen. 
The  costume  and  manners  of  the  common  people  are 
pretty  much,  if  not  entirely,  the  same ;  except  that,  as 
to  dress,  the  cauchoise  is  here  rather  more  simple  than 
at  Dieppe  and  Rouen.  The  upper  fille-de-chambre  at 
our  hotel  displays  not  only  a  good  correct  model  of 
national  dress,  but  she  is  well-looking  in  her  person, 
and  well-bred  in  her  manners.  Mr.  Lewis  prevailed 
upon  this  good-natured  young  woman  to  sit  for  her 
likeness,  and  for  the  sake  of  her  costume.  The  girFs 
eyes  sparkled  with  mor6  than  ordinary  joy  at  the  pro- 
posal, and  even  an  expression  of  gratitude  mingled  it- 
self in  her  manner  of  compliance.  I  send  you,  as  a 
rival  to  the  cauchoise  Dieppoise,*  the  figure  and  dress 
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of  the  fiUe-de-chambre  at  the  Hotel  Roj/ale  of  Caen.* 
And  as  a  counterpart  to  it,  pray  examine  this  pleasing 
little  group,  of  the  same  character,  or  order  in  society,^ 
which  Mr.  L.  brought  in  this  morning — ^from  a  peram^ 
bulation  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town  before  breakfast. 
It  is  thus  that  Norman  women  sit,  and  gossip^  and 
work,  out  of  doors,  betimes  in  the  morning. 


Caen  is  called  the  d^pot  of  the  English.^    In  tnitli 
there  is  an  amazing  number  of  our  countrymen  her^ 

*  See  the  Opposits  Platb 
t  d^t  of  ^  the  EngUsh.'} — It  was  a  similar  d6p6t  in  Ducarel*s  time. 
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and  from  very  different  causes.  One  fiunily  comes  td 
reside  from  motives  of  economy ;  another  from  those  of 
education ;  a  third  from  those  of  retirement ;  ^id  a 
fourth  from  pure  love  of  sitting  down^  in  a  strange 
place^  with  the  chance  of  making  some  pleasant  con- 
nection, or  of  seeking  some  strange  adventure.  Good 
and  cheap  living,  and  novel  society,  are  doubtless  the 
mmn  attractions.  But  there  is  desperate  ill  blood  just 
now  between  the  Caennais  (I  will  not  make  use  of  the 
enlai^ged  term  Francois)  and  the  English;  and  I 
will  tell  you  the  cause.  Do  you  remember  the  em- 
phatic phrase  in  my  last,  ^^  all  about  the  duelT 
Listen.  About  three  weeks  only  before  our  arrival,* 
a  duel  was  fought  between  a  young  French  law  stu- 
dent and  a  young  Englishman,  the  latter  the  son  of  a 
naval  captain.  I  will  mention  no  names ;  and  so  &r 
not  wound  the  feelings  of  the  friends  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. But  this  duel,  my  friend,  has  been  ^^  the  duel  of 
duels'' — on  the  score  of  desperation  and  of  a  fixed  pur- 
pose to  murder.  It  is  literally  without  precedent,  and  I 
trust  will  never  be  considered  as  one.  You  must  know 
then,  that  Caen,  in  spite  of  all  the  ^^  bouleversemens**  of 
the  Revolution,  has  maintained  its  ancient  reputation  of 
possessing  a  very  large  seminary,  or  college  for  stu- 
dents at  law.  These  students  amount  to  nearly  600  in 
number.   Most  young  gentlemen  under  twenty  years  of 

*  The  story  was  in  fact  told  us  the  very  first  night  of  our  arrival, 
by  M.  Lagouelle,  the  master  of  the  hotel  royale.  He  went  through 
it  witii  a  method,  emphasis,  and  energy,  rendered  the  more  striking 
from  the  obesity  of  his  figure  and  the  vulgarity  of  his  countenance. 
But  he  frankly  allowed  that  *'  Monsieur  TAnglois  se  conduisoit  bien.^ 
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age  are  at  times  riotous^  or  frolicsome^  or  fioolkh.  Gene* 
rally  speaking,  however,  the  students  conduct  them- 
selves  with  propriety :  but  there  had  been  a  law-suit  be- 
tween a  French  and  English  suitor,  and  the  Judgcrpro- 
nounced  sentence  in  favour  of  our  countrjrman.  Hie 
hall  was  crowded  with  spectators,  and  among  them  was 
a  plentiful  number  of  law-students.  As  they  were  retir- 
ing, one  young  Frenchman  either  made  frightful  &ceSf, 
or  contemptible  gestures,  in  a  very  fixed  and  insultii^ 
manner,  at  a  young  Englishman — the  son  of  this  naval 
captain.  Our  countryman  had  no  means  or  power  of 
noticing  or  resenting  the  insult,  as  the  aggressor  was 
surrounded  by  his  companions.  It  so  happened  that 
it  was  fair  time  at  Caen ;  and  in  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  our  countryman  recognised,  in  the  crowd  at 
the  fiEur,  the  physiognomy  of  the  young  man  who  had 
insulted  him  in  the  hall  of  justice.  He  approached 
him,  and  gave  him  to  understand  that  his  rude  beha- 
viour should  be  noticed  at  a  proper  time  and  in  a 
proper  place :  whereiq>on  the  Frenchman  came  up  to 
him,  shook  him  violently  by  the  arm,  and  told  him  to 
^^  fix  his  distance  on  the  ensuing  morning.**  Now  the 
habit  of  duelling  is  very  common  among  these  law- 
students;  but  they  measure  twenty-five  paces,  fire,  and 
of  course  • . .  miss — and  then  fimcy  themselves  great 
heroes,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  affair !  Not  so  upon 
the  present  occasion.  **  Fifteen  paces,"  if  you  please- 
said  the  student  sarcastically,  with  a  conviction  <^tbe 
backwardness  of  his  opponent  to  meet  him.  ^^  Fivb, 
rather"— exclaimed  the  provoked  antagonist — "  I  will 
4ght  you  at  five  paces :" — audit  was  agreed  that  they 
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Bhould  so  meet  and  fight  on  the  morrow^  at  five  paces 
only  asunder. 

Each  party  was  under  twenty;  but  I  believe  the 
English  youth  had  scarcely  attained  his  nineteenth 
year.    What  I  am  about  to  relate  will  cause  your  flesh 
to  creep.    It  was  determined  by  the  seconds^  as  one 
must  necessarily yo//,  firom  firing  at  so  short  a  distance, 
that  only  one  pistol  should  be  loaded  with  ball:  the 
other  having  nothing  but  powder : — and  that^  as  the 
Frenchman  had  challenged,  he  was  to  have  the  first 
choice  of  the  pistols.    They  parted :  the  seconds  pre- 
pared the  pistols  according  to  agreement — and  the 
fatal  morning  came.    The  combatants  appeared,  with- 
out one  jot  of  abatement  of  spirit  or  of  cool  courage. 
The  pistols  lay  upon  the  grass  before  them:  one  loaded 
only  with  powder,  and  tbe  other  with  powder  and  ball. 
The  Frenchman  advanced :  took  up  a  pistol,  weighed 
and.  balanced  it  most  carefully  in  his  hand,  and  then 
. . .  laid  it  down.    He  seized  the  other  pistol,  and 
cocking  it,  fixed  himself  upon  the  spot  from  whence  \ 
he  was  to  fire.    The  English  youth  was  necessarily 
compelled  to  take  the  abandoned  pistol.    Five  paces 
were  then  measured  . .  and  on  the  signal  being  given, 
they  both  fired  . . .  and  the  Frenchman  fell . . .  dead 
UPON  THB  spot!    Hc  had  in  &ct  taken  up  and  laid 
dovm  the  very  pistol  which  was  loaded  with  the  fatal 
ball,  on  the  supposition  of  its  being  of  too  light  a 
weight ;  and  even  seemed  to  compliment  himself  upon 
his  supposed  sagacity  upon  the  occasion.    But  to  pro- 
ceed.   The  ball  went  through  his  heart,  as  I  under- 
stood.   The  second  of  the  deceased,  upon  seeing  his 
friend  a  reeking  corpse  at  his  feet,  became  mad  and 

VOL.  I.    '  R 
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outrageous  • .  and  was  for  fighting  the  sunrivor  imme- 
diately !  Upon  which  the  lad  of  mettle  and  courage 
replied,  that  he  would  not  fight  a  man  without  a 
second — ^^  But  go,**  said  he,  (drawing  his  watch  cooUy 
fix^m  out  of  his  fob)  I  will  £pive  you  twenty  minutes  to 
come  back  again  with  your  second.**  He  waited,  with 
his  watch  in  his  hand,  and  by  the  dead  body  of  his 
antagonist,  for  the  return  of  the  Fr^ichman  ;  but  on 
the  expiration  of  the  time,  his  own  second  conjured 
him  to  consult  his  safety  and  depart ;  for  that,  fix>m 
henceforth,  his  life  was  in  jeopardy.  He  left  the 
ground;  obtained  his  passport,  and  quitted  the  town 
instantly ;  but  he  had  scarcely  lost  sight  of  the  field  of 
action  a  dozen  minutes,  ere  a  multitude  of  students 
came,  determined  to  avenge  the  death  of  their  country- 
man by  that  of  his  destroyer  ! .  •  Tbid  dead  body  of  the 
duellist  was  then  placed  upon  a  bier :  and  his  funeral 
was  afterwards  attended  by  several  hundreds  of  his 
companions — ^who,  armed  with  muskets  and  swords^ 
threatened  destruction  to  the  civil  and  military  autho- 
rities if  they  presumed  to  interfere  ...  for  the  Mayor 
had,  in  fact,  prohibited  the  funeral  rites  to  be  performed 
within  consecrated  ground.  All  this,  my  dear  friend, 
has  necessarily  increased  the  ill-blood  which  is  ad- 
mitted to  exist  between  the  English  and  French . . .  but 
the  afl^r  is  now  beginning  to  blow  over — and  when 
one  of  our  fsur  young  countrjrwomen,  who  has  been 
visiting  in  the  best  circles  here,  with  her  mother,  (for 
the  last  eight  or  ten  months)  asked  me  ^^  how  often  I 
had  been  insulted  since  my  amval?** — and  I  replied 
'f  not  once" — she  expressed  herself  astonished  beyond 
measure. 
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A  trace  to  such  topics  of  vexation  and  dismay.  Only 
let  us  admit  that^  at  this  present  moment,  alter  what 
bas  paased^  the  wonder  may  be  that  the  breach  is  not 
wider  between  the  Caennois  and  our  countrymen.  It 
is  now  high  time  to  furaish  you  with  some  details 
relating  to  your  fovourite  subjects  of  architbcturaIi 
and  BOOKISH  antiquitibs.  The  former  shall  take 
precedence.  First  of  the  streets;  secondly  of  the 
houses ;  and  thirdly  of  the  public  buildings^  ecclesias^ 
tical  and  civil.  Yet  a  word  upon  the  antiquity  of  the 
town  itself.  Its  name,  Cabn,  (Cadami  in  Latin)  is 
supposed  to  be  derived  from  Cad-Hom  :  a  compound 
word,  half  Celtic  and  half  Saxon— denoting,  in  the 
oiHuion  of  Bochart,  the  place  of  war.  Hence  the  old 
words  CadJiom^  Cathien,  Cahem — and  finally  Caen. 
Let  this  suffice  for  etymological  research.  As  to  the 
mitiquity  of  the  place,  it  is  supposed  never  to  have  been 
inhabited  by  the  Romans :  in  other  words,  not  to  have 
existed  as  a  town  when  they  occupied  the  country :  I 
shall  say  nothing  about  its  condition  during  the  time  of 
the  Saxons ;  who,  it  should  seem,  made  no  settlement 
here  ;*  but  it  may  be  fairly  stated  that^  on  the  introduc- 

♦  the  Saxons . . .  made  no  ieUUment  hereJ] — "  It  was  not,  however, 
a  gfeat  many  years  after,  [the  possession  of  the  norlAem  piurts  of  Qanl 
foj  the  Banes]  that  it  was  esteemed  one  of  the  obief  towns  in  the  pro* 
irince*  as  we  find  in  the  account  of  the  intenriew  at  Bouen,  in  the  year 
942,  between  Louis  Ultramarinus,  King  of  France,  and  RoUo,  Duke  of 
Normandy,  as  given  us  in  a  very  ancient  chronicle  of  that  dukedom. 
Monsieur  De  Bras  assures  us,  that  in  a  MS.  of  the  customs  of  Nor- 
mandy, written  in  the  thne  of  Duke  RoUo,  and  which  had  fEdlen  into 
his  hands,  Caen  is  spoken  of  as  a  town  which  then  made  no  contemp- 
tible ^pearance  -,  and  in  the  charter  of  dotation  given  by  Richard  II. 
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tion  and  establishment  of  Christianity^  Caen  was  at 
least  a  more  insignificant  place  than  Bayeux ;  inasmndi 
jEis  the  Diocesan's  see  is  established  at  this  laUer  place 
— ^whereas,  had  Caen  been  of  more  lodal  hnportance^  we 
ishould  not  have  heard  of  the  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  bnt  of 
the  Bishop  of  Caen.  Let  me  therefore  take  you  at  once 
to  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  when,  und^ 
the  government  of  the  famous  RoUo,  this  place  attained 
strength  and  celebrity.  It  appears  to  have  increaBed 
in  wealth  and  distinction  during  the  following  century. 
William  the  Conqueror  built  a  noble  abb^  here,  and 
chose  it  as  the  spot  for  his  interment ;  and  such  was 
its  population  and  magnificence  during  the  thirteenth 
century,  that  a  poet  of  that  period  has  noticed  it  in  the 
most  pointed  and  commendatory  manner.*  Before  the 
Revolution  it  had  thirteen  parishes,  a  ooll^;e,  and 
twenty  public  establishments  for  either  sex.  At  pre- 
sent the  number  of  parishes  is  reduced  to  two ;  and  of 
the  thirteen  churches,  seen  in  DucareFs  time,  I  should 

Duke  of  Normandy,  to  his  daughter  Adela,  upon  her  marriage 
with  Raynauld  Count  of  Buigundy,  the  town  op  Cabn,  together 
with  its  churches,  markeis,  custom-house,  quay,  and  other  dependen- 
cies, are  amply  specified.'*  Anglo-Norman  JniiquUies;  p.  48. 

*  a  poet  has  noticed  it  in  the  most  poinied  and  <x)m$nendaiorymamier.'l 
— ^This  poet  is  WilHam  Le  Brito,  or  GuiUaume  Breton,  who  tensm, 
in  his  Philipidos,  that  it  was  so  weU  peopled,  and  so  magmfictti^ 
built,  that  there  was  no  town  in  all  France  comparable  to  it,  eseqpt 
Paris.     His  words  are  these  : 

Mlla  potens,  opolenta,  situ  spatiosa  decora ; 

Fluminibus,  prads,  et  agrorum  fertilitate, 

Merdferasque  rates  porta  a^iente  marine ; 

Seque  tot  ecdesiis,  domibua,  et  dribus  omans, 

Utse  Pbrisio  m  ananatesse  minorem. 

p.  48-9. 
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tbivk  h  probable  that  a  fourth  part  has  been  demo- 
lidied.  At  least  I  know  that,  on  the  farther  extremity 
c^the  town,  beyond  the  Abbey  of  St.  Stephen,  there  is 
little  more  than  the  shell  of  an  ancient  church,  (St. 
Nicholas,*  I  think)  of  which  the  western  end,  be- 
traying the  architecture  of  the  thirteenth  century,  is 
oonverted  into  a  blacksmith's  shop,  and  the  nave  and 
side  aisles  are  mere  stabling  for  horses.  The  Revolu- 
tion taught  the  importance  of  this  adaptation  to  time 
and  circumstances ! 

However,  to  begin  with  the  Streets.  Tliose  of  St. 
Pierre,  Notre  Damey  and  St.  Jean  are  the  principal 
for  bustle  and  business.  The  first  two  form  one  cour 
ftiBuous  line,  leading  to  the  abb^  of  St.  Stephen,  and 
afford  in  fact  a  very  interesting  stroll  to  the  observer 
of  men  and  manners.  The  shops  are  inferior  to  those 
of  Rouen,  but  a  great  shew  of  business  is  discernible 
in  them.  The  street  beyond  the  abbey,  and  those 
called  Guilbert,  and  des  Chanoines,  leading  towards 
the  river,  are  considered  among  the  genteelest.  Du- 
card  pronounced  the  houses  of  Caen  ^^  mean  in  gene- 
ral, though  usually  built  of  stone  ;*'  but  I  do  not 
agree  with  him  in  this  conclusion.  The  open  parts 
about  the  Lyc^e  and  the  Abbey  of  St.  StepheUy  toge- 
ther with  the  Place  Royale,  where  the  library  is 
situated,  form  very  agreeable  spaces  for  the  promenade 

*  AU  that  Ducarel  says  of  it,  is  **  that  it  is  remarkable  on  account 
of  its  great  age.  **  He  calls  it  St.  Nicholas  dss  Champs,  p.  75.  Hue! 
observes  that  time  and  the  new  fortifications  had  much  changed  the 
limita  of  this  parish — ^which  formerly  extended  as  fiur  as  the  Isle  B/s- 
naud^oot  of  the  endosureoC  the  town^  behind  St  Stq^hen's.  OrigiMm 
de  Caenf  p.  S$8. 
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of  the  ladies  and  the  exercise  of  the  National  Oaarcl.- 
The  Courts  are  foil  of  arehitectural  curiosities^  bat 
mostly  of  the  time  of  Francis  I. — ^Indeed  that  monarch* 
seems  to  have  been  particularly  anxious,  both  ha%  and 
at  Rouen,  to  revive  a  taste,  whether  good  or  bad,  for 
gothic  architecture  ;*  and  it  is  not  only  in  courts,  but 
in  public  edifices,  wherever  situated,  that  you  observe 
specimens  of  architecture  of  the  early  part  of  the  six-^* 
teenth  century.  Of  the  houses,  those  wita  elaborate 
carvings  in  wood,  beneath  a  pointed  roof,  are  doubts- 
less  of  the  greatest  antiquity,  lliere  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  these ;  and  some  very  much  older  than  others. 
M*  PiERRE-AiME  Lair  (a  worthy  gentleman,  of  whom 
I  shall  by  and  by  speak  in  ample  terms)  conducted 
Mr.  Lewis  and  mjrself  to  two  of  these  houses — which* 
he  deemed  the  oldest  in  the  town.  They  are  in  the 
Rue  St.  Pierre:  but  modem  innovations  had  begun  to 
make  encroachments  in  the  one  to  the  1^.  Mr.  L.  ob- 
tained permission  to  sit  in  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  way,  and  occupied  two  mornings 
in  making  drawings  of  these  old-fashioned  residences. 
Cast  your  eye  upon  them :  and  tell  me  whether  you  are 
not  charmed  by  the  brilliancy  and  minuteness  of  touch 

*  a  taste,  whether  good  or  had,  for  Gothic  architecture.'] — ^Francis  not 
onlyintroduced  a  taste  for  "  architecture,"'  but  fbrspectacles,  fesiirities, 
and  gaities  of  almost  every  class  and  description.  The  account  of  the 
triumphal  entry  of  that  Monarch  and  the  Dauphin,  in  the  year  1532, 
by  Bourgueville,  (taken  apparently  from  his  own  curious  and  contemn 
poraneous  publication)  may  be  placed  alongside  of  any  thing  which 
has  been  said  of  the  triumphal  entries  of  Henry  II.  at  Rou^i— though 
even  at  Caen,  Henry  took  pains  to  rival  the  r^al  pomp  of  his  prede^ 
cessor.    Consult  the  AntiquUdt  de  Caen,  p.  103--lSl,&c. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CAEN. 


277 


which  the  artifit  has  exhilnted.  At  the  same  time  they 
win  reauad  you  of  the  ^neral  character  of  our  older 
hoBBes  in  the  city  of  Chester,  and  elsewhere.  They  are 
coRrered  with  coats  of  pkuster,  the  work  of  succeeding 
generations. 


P%^ 


^'^"^^^£2;^  >  > 
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A  third  curious  old  house  is  to  the  right  hand  oomer 
of  the  street  St.  Jean ;  as  you  go  to  the  Post  Office. 
But  talking  of  houses,  I  must  inform  you  that  the  resi- 
dence of  the  famous  Malherbe  yet  exists  in  the  street 
leading  to  the  abbey  St.  Etienne.  This  house  is  of  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century :  and  what  Corneillb 
is  to  Rouen,  Malherbe  is  to  Caen.  Ici  naquit  Mal- 
herbe, &c.  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  annexed 
drawing  of  this  said  house,  is  inscribed  upon  the  front 
of  the  building.  But  Malherbe  has  been  doomed  to 
receive  greater  honours.  His  head  was  the  first  struck, 
in  a  series  of  medals,  to  perpetuate  the  resemblances 
of  the  most  eminent  literary  characters  (male  and  fe- 
male) in  France :  and  it  is  due  to  the  amiable  Herre- 
Aim£  Lair  to  designate  him  as  the  Father  of  this 
medallic  project. 


Dnt'mH/  hy  O  Z«t*u- 


riiiTi^trm*- 
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'    Towards  the  street  La  belle  Croix,  is  this  inscriptioii 
with  the  snbjoined  arms^ 

FRANCISCVS  MALHERBVS 
HASCE  AEDES  EXTRVI  CVRAVIT 


Towards  la  Rue  de  KOdeon : 

CIVITATIS  ORNAMENTO 
LABIYMQUE  AYITORVM  MEMORIiB. 


In  perambnlatiBg  this  towo^  one  cannot  but  be  sur- 
prised at  the  non-appearance  of  fountains  —  those 
charming  and  commodious  pieces  of  architecture  and 
of  street  embellishment.  In  this  respect,  Rouen  has 
infinitely  the  advantage  of  Caen :  where,  instead  of  the 
trickling  current  of  translucent  water,  we  observe 
nothing  but  the  partial  and  perturbed  stream  issuing 
from  ugly  wells,*  as  tasteless  in  their  structure  as  they 

*  ^gk/  toeUs.'] — ^Bourgueville  seems  bitterly  to  lament  the  substitu- 
tion of  wells  for  fbuntains.    He  proposes  a  plan^  quite  feasible  in  his 
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are  inconvenient  in  the  procuring  of  water.  Upon  one 
or  two  of  these  wells^  I  observed  the  dates  of  1560  and 
1588. 

The  Public  Edifices,  however,  demand  a  particular 
and  appropriate  description :  and  first  of  those  of  the 
ecclesiastical  order.  Let  us  begin  therefore  with  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Stephen  ;  for  it  is  the  noblest  and  most 
interesting  on  many  accounts.  It  is  called  by  the 
name  of  that  Saint,  inasmuch  as  there  stood  formerty 
a  chapel,  on  the  same  scite,  dedicated  to  him.  The 
present  building  was  completed  and  solemnly  dedi- 
cated by  William  the  Conqueror,  in  the  presence 
of  his  wife,  his  two  sons  Robert  and  William,  Ins 
fiEivourite  Archbishop  Lanfranc,  John  Archbishop  ol 
Rouen,  and  Thomas  Archbishop  of  York — towMds 
the  year  1080:  but  I  strongly  suspect,  from  the 
present  prevailing  character  of  the  architecture,  that 
nothing  more  than  the  west  front  and  the  towars 
upon  which  the  spires  rest,  remiun  of  its  ancient 
structure.  The  spires  (as  the  Abb6  De  La  Rue 
conjectures,  and  as  I  should  also  have  thought)  are 
about  two  centuries  later  than  the  towers. 

llie  outsides  of  the  side  aisles  appear  to  be  of  the  thir- 
teenth rather  than  of  the  end  of  the  eleventh,  century. 
The  first  exterior  view  of  the  west  fit^nt,  and  of  the 

own  estimation,  whereby  this  desirable  object  might  be  efliected  :  and 
then  retorts  upon  his  townsmen  by  reminding  them  of  the  commodious 
fountains  at  Liiieux,  Falaiie  and  Vire^of  which  the  inhabitants 
"  n*ont  rien  espargn^  pour  auoir  ceste  decoratbn  et  commodity  en  leurs 
viUes/' — spuitedly  adding — "  si  j'estcns  encore  en  auctorit^,  j'y  ferois 
mon  pouuoir,  et  ie  y  ofire  de  mes  biens."  p.  17. 
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towers,  is  extremely  interesting ;  from  the  grey  and 
clear  dnt,  as  well  as  excellent  quality  of  the  stone, 
which,  according  to  Huet,  was  brought  partly  from 
Vaucelle  and  partly  from  Germany.  One  of  the  comer 
abutments  of  one  of  the  towers  has  fallen  down ;  and 
a  great  portion  of  what  remains  seems  to  indicate  rapid 
decay.    The  whole  stands  indeed  greatly  in  need  of 
reparation.    The  prettily  fMhioned   Norman  stone- 
tUe  upon  the  spires,  cannot  £eu1  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  antiquary.  Ducarel,  if  I  remember  rightly,^  has 
made,  of  this  whole  front,  a  sort  of  elevation  as  if  it 
were  intended  for  a  wooden  model  to  work  by :  having 
aU  the  stifihess  and  precision  of  an  erection  of  forty- 
5dgfat  hours  standing  only.    As  the  eye  runs  along  the 
body  of  the  building,  towards  the  eastern  end,  a  pro- 
portionate disgust  prevails.  The  central  tower  is  cropt 
close,  and  overwhelmed  by  a  roof  in  the  form  of  an 
extinguisher.  This,  in  feet,  was  the  consequence  of  the 
devastatiMis  of  the  Calvinists  ;  who  absolutely  sapped 
the  foundation  of  the  tower,  with  the  hope  of  over- 
whdming  the  whole  choir  in  ruin — but  a  part  only  of 
their  malignant  object  was  accomplished.    The  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  eastern  extremity  are  strangely 
aad  barbarously  miscdlaneous.    However,  no  good 
commimdiiig  exterior  view  can  be  obtained  from  the 

•  Ducarel,  if  Iremember  !%&%.}  The  plate  of  Ducarel,  here  alhided 
to^  forms  the  fourth  plate  in  bis  woilc :  aflfording,  from  the  starch 
mamier  in  which  it  is  engraved,  an  idea  of  one  of  the  most  dispropor- 
tioned,  ugly  buildings  imaginable.  Mr.  Cotman  has  favoured  us  with 
a  good  bold  etching  of  the  West  Front,  and  of  the  elevation  of  com- 
partments of  the  Nave:  The  former  is  at  once  futhful  and  magnificent  5 
but  the  lower  part  wants  characteristic  markings. 
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place,  or  confined  square^  opposite  the  towers.    Yini 
must  therefore  turn  to  the  right  about^  and  procnm^    4 
survey  from  the  more  open  space^  (assuming  the  dbm^     * ' 
racter  <^  boulevards)  facing  also  the  Lj/c^e — ^which  em^^ 
braces*  a  view  of  the  eastern  end^  takmg  in  the  towem 
in  a  very  picturesque  manner.    Hither  Mr.  Lewis  and 
tnyself  resorted ;  and  while  I  was  seated  upon  a  b^ich, 
reading  the  Abb£  De  la  Rue's  recent  treatise  upon  tlie 
Armoric  Bards  (which  the  venerable  author  had  pre- 
s^ited  to  me  on  the  same  morning,)  Mr.  Lewis  was 
occupied  with  his  pencil  in  transferring  one  of  the 
prettiest  representations  imaginable  of  the  objects  be- 
fore  him  to  his  sketch  book.    It  unites  the  fidelity  of 
antiquarianism  with  all  the  [ucturesqueness  of  which 
the  subject  is  capable.* 

But  let  us  go  back  again  to  the  west-fit>nt ;  and 
opening  the  unfastened  green  baize  covered  door,  enter 
softly  and  silently  the  venerable  interior — sacred  even 
to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen !  Of  this  interior,  very 
much  is  changed  firom  its  original  character,  llie  side 
aisles  retain  their  flattened  arched  roofs  and  {Hilars; 
and  in  the  nave  you  observe  those  rounded  pilasters— 
or  alto-relievo-like  pillars — ^running  from  bottom  to 
top,  which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  abbey  of  Jumieges. 
The  capitals  of  these  long  pillars,  are  comparatively  of 
modern  date.  To  the  left  on  entrance,  within  a  side 
chapel,  is  the  burial  place  of  Matilda,  the  wife  of  the 
Conqueror.  The  tombstone  attesting  her  interment 
is  undoubtedly  of  the  time.  Generally  speaking,  the  in- 
terior is  cold,  and  dull  of  effect.    A  desolate  nakedness 

*  See  the  Opposite  Plate. 
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previdls^  and  you  are  disappointed  that  you  do  not  see 
more  objects  of  costliness  or  curiosity.  The  side 
chapels^  of  which  not  fewer  than  sixteen  encircle  the 
choir,  have  the  discordant  accompaniments  of  Grecian 
balustrades  to  separate  them  from  the  choir  and  nave. 
There  is  a  good  number  of  confessionals  within  them ; 
and  at  one  of  these  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  two  wo- 
men, kneeling,  in  the  act  of  confession  to  the  same 
priest.  "  Cest  un  peu  fort,"  observed  our  guide,  in 
an  under-voice,  and  vtrith  a  humourous  expression  of 
countenance !  Meanwhile  Mr.  Lewis,  who  was  in  an 
opposite  direction  in  the  cathedral,  was  exercising  his 
pencil  in  the  following  delineation  of  a  similar  subject. 
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To  the  right  of  the  choir  (in  the  sacristy,  I  think,)  is 
hung  the  huge  portrait,  in  oil,  inthin  a  black  and  giH 
frame,  of  which  Ducarel  has  published  an  engraving,* 
on  the  supposition  of  its  being  the  portrait  of  William 
THE  Conqueror.  But  nothing  can  be  more  ridicu- 
lous than  such  a  conclusion.  In  the  first  place,  the 
picture  itself^  which  is  a  palpable  copy,  cannot  be 
older  than  a  century ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  were 
it  an  original  performance,  it  could  not  be  older  than 
the  time  of  Francis  I. : — ^when,  in  fact,  it  purports  to 
have  been  executed — as  a  faithful  copy  of  the  figure  of 
King  William  as  it  appeared  to  the  Cardinals  in  1522, 
who  were  seized  with  a  sacred  phrenzy  to  take  a  peq> 
at  the  body  as  it  might  exist  at  that  time !  The  cos- 
tume of  the  oil  painting  is  evidently  that  of  the  time 
of  our  Henry  VIII. ;  and  to  suppose  that  the  body  of 
William — even  had  it  remained  in  so  surprisingly  per- 
feet  a  state  as  Ducarel  intimates,  after  an  interment  of 
upwards  of  four  hundred  years — could  have  presented 
such  a  costume,  when,  from  DucareVs  own  statement, 
another  whole-length  representation  of  the  same  person 
is  totally  differenty  and  more  decidedly  of  the  cha- 
racter of  William's  time,  is  really  quite  a  reproach 
to  any  antiquary  who  plumes  himself  upon  the  posses- 
sion even  of  common  sense. 

In  the  middle  of  the  choir,  and  just  before  the  hig^ 

•  the  huge  portrait  . . .  of  which  Ducarel  has  published  an  engraving.'] 
Ducarel  shall  teU  his  own  prosing  tale  ;  lest,  by  abridging  it,  I  should 
be  suspected  of  partiality.  I  only  beg  that  a  second  perusal  of  the 
text  may  follow  the  first  perusal  of  this  note  :  of  which  latter,  indeed, 
a  small  portion  is  not  divested  of  interest.  See  the  next  note  but  two, 
at  page  292. 
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dltar^  the  body  of  the  Conqueror  was  ehtoinbed  with 
great  pomp;  and  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory 
of  the  most  elaborate  and  costly  description.*  Nothing 

*  "  In  the  middle  of  the  choir,  and  just  before  the  high  altar,  was 
deposited  the  body  of  the  foundeb,  William  the  Conqueror,  King 
of  England,  and  Duke  of  Normandy,  imder  a  most  stately  monument, 
erected  at  the  expenoe  of  his  son,  "^^lliam  Rufus,  and  richly  adordM 
with  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones,  by  one  Odo,  a  goldsmith  of 
Caen.  The  top  stcme  of  the  monument  was  of  touch,  supported  on 
each  side  by  three  pilasters  of  white  marble^  and  therecm  lay  the 
figure  of  the  King,  as  laige  as  fifb,  dressed  in  his  robes  of  state ;  and 
at  the  foot,  was  the  following  epitaph,  composed  by  Thomas,  Arch- 
bishop of  York. : 

QUI  REXIT  RIGIDOS  NORTHMANOS  ATQUE  BRITANOS, 

AUDACTER  VICIT  FORTTTER  OBTmUIT 
ET  CCENOMANENSIS  VIRTUTE  COBRCUIT  ENSIS 

IMPERHQUE  SUI LEGIBUS  AFPLICUIT 
REX  MAGNUS  PARVA  JACET  HAG  GULIELMUS  IN  URNA 

SUFFICIT  ET  MAGNO  PARVA  DOMUS  DOMINO 
TBR  ^PTEM  GRADIBUS  SE  VOLVERAT  ATQUE  DUOBU3 
VIRGINIS  IN  GREMIO  PH(EBUS  ET  fflC  OBUT. 
1087. 
In  Hm  year  1582,  one  of  the  cardinals,  attended  by  an  archbishc^  and 
several  dignifidd  ecclesiastics,  visiting  the  town  of  Caen,  was  prompted 
by  a  stitNig  curiosity  to  see  the  body  of  the  Conqueror  j  and  having, 
for  that  purpose,  obtained  permission  from  Peter  de  Martigny,  bishop 
of  Castres,  ^o  was  at  that  time  abbot  of  St.  Stephen,  they  caused  the 
tomb  to  be  opened.     Upon  removing  the  cover  stone,  the  body,  which 
was  corpulent,  and  in  stature  greatly  exceeded  the  tallest  man  then 
known,  appeared  as  entire  as  when  it  was  first  buried.    Within  the 
tomb  lay  a  copper  plate  gilt,  on  whidi  was  engrav^i  the  like  epitaph 
with  that  on  the  outside  of  the  monument,  and  beneafli  it  was  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  in  old  French  : 

*  le  Guillaume  tres  magnanime 

Dnc  de  Neustrie  pareil  a  charlemaigne 
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now  remains  but  a  flat  black  marble  sbdb^  with  a  rimt 
inscription^  of  qaite  a  recent  date. 

Ptosay  le  mer  par  undoux  vent  de  sust 

Pour  conqoester  Unite  la  grand  bretai^oe 

Puis  desployer  fis  mainte  noble  enseigne 

Et  dresser  tentes  et  pavilions  de  guerre 

Et  ondrier  fis  comme  fil  d'araigne 

Neuf  cent  grand's  nefz  si  tost  qui  euz  pied  a  terre 

Et  puis  en  armes  de  la  partis  gnuiderre 

Pour  coups  recenz  au  doubte  roy  herault 

Dont  come  preux  i^euz  toute  la  deferre 

NoQ  pas  sans  dur  et  manreilleux  assault 

Pour  bien  jouster  le  desloyal  ribault 

Je  mis  a  mcnrt  et  soixante  et  sept  mUle 

Neuf  cents  dixhuict  et  par  ainsi  d'un  sanlt 

FvLi  roy  d'anglois  tenant  toute  leur  isle 

Or  n'est  il  nue  tant  soit  fort  et  habile 

Qui  quant  c'est  fait  apres  ne  se  repose 

Mort  m'a  defGut  que  suis  il  cendre  vile 

De  toute  choses  ou  jouit  une  pose. 

The  cardinal,  who,  as  well  as  Uie  rest  of  the  spectatorB,  was  greatly 
surprised  at  finding  the  body  in  so  perfect  a  state,  after  having  been 
buried  near  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  so  remarkable  an  incident,  procured  a  picture  of  the  royal 
remains,  in  the  condition  they  then  appeared,  to  be  painted  on  board, 
by  the  most  eminent  painter  of  the  place,  and  caused  it  to  be  hung  up, 
together  with  the  before-mentioned  original  inscription,  on  the  wall  of 
the  abbey  church,  opposite  to  the  monument.  The  tomb  being  agwi 
carefully  closed,  remained  undisturbed  until  the  year  1 569,  when  tfte 
Calvinists,  in  a  religious  fury,  forced  it  open,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
with  immense  treasures,  but  finding  nothing  more  than  the  bones  of 
the  Conqueror,  wrapt  up  in  red  taffetiv»  they  threw  them  about  the 
diurch  in  great  derision,  after  haying  broken  in  pieces  the  monument, 
together  with  the  royal  efifigies  which  lay  thereon.  Most  of  the  bones 
were  afterwards  collected  together  by  Monsieur  de  Bras,  and  deliTered 
into  the  custody  of  Father  Michael  de  Canalle  one  of  the  monks  and 
bailly  of  the  abbey,  who  carefully  lodged  them  in  his  cell,  with  an  in- 
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la  the  present  state  of  the  abbey^  and  even  in  that  c^ 
Dncarel's  time,  there  is^  and  was,  a  great  dearth  of  se- 
pulchral monuments.    Indeed  I  know  not  whether 

tent  to  restore  them  to  their  andeot  place  of  sepultare^  as  soon  as  the 
troubles  should  be  ended ;  but  the  town  being  some  time  after  taken 
bj  Admiral  Chastellion,  the  religious  were  driven  from  the  abbey>  and 
the  royal  remains  once  more  dispersed.  However^  the  Viscount  de 
Falaise  having  at  the  time  of  these  disturbances  obtained  from  the 
rioters  one  of  the  thigh  bones,  it  was  by  him  afterwards  deposited  in 
the  royal  grave.  About  the  same  time  the  picture  of  the  Conquenn's 
remains,  as  they  appeared  lying  in  the  tomb,  in  the  year  15S2,  fell  in 
Uie  hands  of  Peter  Hod^,  gaoler  of  Caen,  and  one  of  the  rioters, 
who  converted  one  part  thereof  into  a  table,  and  used  the  other  as  a 
cupboard  door;  but  these  being  four  years  after  discovered  and  re* 
daimed  by  Monsieur  de  Bras,  remained  in  his  possession  tiU  his  death, 
since  which  time  it  is  unknown  what  is  become  of  them.  Jnglo' 
Norman  Jntiquiiiesi  p.  51-4. 

It  should  be  noticed  that,  ''  besides  the  immense  benefoctions  which 
William  in  his  life  time  conferred  upon  this  abbey,  he,  on  his  death, 
presented  thereto  the  croum  which  he  used  to  wear  at  all  high  festi- 
vab,  together  with  his  sceptre  and  rod :  a  cup  set  with  precious  stones ; 
his  candlesticks  of  gold,  and  all  his  regalia;  as  also  the  ivory 
bugle-homwhichusuallyhungathisback.**  p.  51.  note.  Thestoryof 
the  breaking  open  of  the  coffin  by  the  Calvinists,  and  finding  the  Con- 
queror's remains,  is  told  by  Bourgueville — ^who  was  an  eye  witness  of 
these  depredations,  and  who  tried  to  '*  soften  the  obdurate  hearts**  of 
the  pillagers,  but  in  vain.  This  contemporaneous  historian  observes 
that,  in  his  time  "  the  abbey  was  filled  with  beautiful  and  curious 
stained-glass  windows  and  harmonious  oigans,  which  were  all  broken 
and  destroyed — and  that  the  seats,  chairs,  Ac,  and  all  other  wooden 
materials  were  consumed  by  fire,**  p.  171 .  Huet  observes  that  a  *'  Dom 
Jean  de  Baillehache  and  Dom  Matthieu  de  la  Dangie,  religious  of  St. 
Stephen's,  took  care  of  the  monument  of  the  Conqueror  in  the  year 
1642,  and  replaced  it  in  the  state  in  which  it  i^peared  in  Huet*s  time.** 
Origmes  de  Caen-,  p.  948.  The  revolution  was  still  more  terrible  than 
Cahrinistic  fury:— fbr  no  tmces  of  the  monument  are  now  to  be  seen. 
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you  need  be  detained  another  miiuite  within  ibe  inte- 
riw;  exe^t  it  be  to  add  your  share  of  admiration  to 
tiiat  which  has  been  kMig  and  jii^tly  bestowed  iqiOQ 
the  huge  organ*  at  the  west  end  of  the  nave^  which  is 

*  t/te  huge  organ] — '*  The  west  window  is  almost  totally  obscured 
by  a  most  gigantic  oigan  buUt  close  to  it,  and  allowed  to  be  the  finest 
in  all  France.  This  oigan  is  so  big,  as  to  require  eleven  laige  bellows, 
&c/'  Ducarel,  p.  bj.  He  then  goes  on  to  observe,  that  *^  amongst 
the  plate  preserved  in  the  treasury  of  this  church,  is  a  curious 
aUtVBB  BAhYiUL,  about  ten  indies  in  diameter ,  gilt,  and  inlaid  with  an- 
^q«e  medals.  Tradition  assures  us,  th&t  it  was  on  this  salver,  that 
king  WiUiam  the  conqnerar  placed  the  foundatioa  charter  of  the  afabfl^ 
when  he  presented  it,  at  the  high  altar,  on  the  dedication  of  the  church* 
The  edges  of  this  salver,  which  stands  on  a  foot  stalk  oi  the  same 
metal,  are  a  little  turned  up,  and.carved.  In  the  centre  is  inlaid  a 
Greek  medal  j  on  the  obverse  whereof  is  this  legend,  Avaetrihf  Avxomc 
but  it  being  fixed  in  its  socket,  the  reverse  is  not  visible.  Hie  other 
medals,  forty  in  number,  are  set  round  the  rim,  in  holes  punched  quite 
through )  so  that  the  edges  of  the  holes  serve  as  frames  for  the  medals. 
These  medals  are  Roman,  and  in  the  highest  preservation.  They  were 
probably  collected  by  Duke  Robert,  fother  of  the  Conqueror,  during 
his  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  after  his  death  fell  into  the 
hands  of  his  son.** 

"  The  convent  is  a  fine  stone  building,  consisting  of  two  quad- 
rangles \  one  whereof  hath  of  late  been  partly  rebuilt  -,  three  of  its  sides 
being  already  finished.  The  galleries  and  cells  for  the  monks  are 
upon  the  principal  and  second  stories.  Under  them,  on  the  gnmnd- 
floor,  is  a  laige  refectory,  fronting  the  garden,  and  near  it  a  hand- 
some room,  well  fitted  up,  called  la  Salle  de  compagnie,  where,  over 
the  chimney,  I  was  shewn  a  diminished  picture  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  copied  from  the  original,  still  preserved  in  the  porter's 
'  lodge,  and  of  which  I  shall  speak  hereafter.  In  the  same  room  are 
likewise  the  pictures  of  the  present  king  and  queen  of  France,  that  of 
Cardinal  Fleury,  formerly  abbot  of  this  convent ;  and  some  others. 
The  south  side  of  this  quadrangle,  which  was  formerly  the  abbatial 
bouse,  is  now  in  a  ruinous  condition,  but  is  intended  to  be  soon  rebuilt. 
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considered  to  be  the  finest  in  all  FVance.  But  Ncm- 
in»[idy  abounds  in  churoh  decorations  of  this  kind; 
Leaving  therefore  this  venerable  pile^  endeared  to  the 
Britisfa  antiquary  by  a  thousand  pleasing  associations 
of  ideas,  we  strike  off  into  an  adjoining  court  yard, 
and  observe  the  ruins  of  a  pretty  extensive  pile  of 
building,  which  is  called  by  Ducarel  the  Palace  of 
the  Conqueror.^    But  in  this  supposed  palace,  in  its* 

Tlie  second^  or  inner  quadrangle,  is  very  laige,  but  not  closely  built. 
Some  of  tlie  windows  of  the  apartments  have  pointed  arches,  but 
otiiers  are  circular,  as  are  likewise  those  of  the  house  at  present  appro- 
priated lor  die  abbot's  residence,  and  which  was  part  of  the  ancient 
palace.  The  wliole  of  these  buil&igs  is  encompassed  with  lai^  and 
extensive  gardens.**     Anglo-Norman  AntiquiUei;  p.  57. 

*  called  htf  Ducarel  the  palace  of  the  Conqueror,'] — ^It  may  be  as 
weU  togive  the  whole  of  Ducarel*s  account  of  this  palace,  as  time  (even 
fifty  years !)  has  now  given  it  a  so  decidedly  altered  character.  That 
the  building,  in  its  present  construction,  was  ever  inhabited  by  VfVL* 
Ham  the  Conqueror  is  utterly  absurd  to  imagine.  Ducarel  has  en- 
deavoured to  render  his  description  more  palateable  by  the  addition  of 
a  copper  plate  representation  of  a  portion  of  this  supposed  regal  resi- 
dence.   But  he  shall  speak  for  himself. 

"  Within  the  precinct  of  this  abbey,  acgoining  to  the  church,  king 
WiUiam  the  Conqueror  built  a  stately  palacb,  for  his  own  residence : 
several  parts  of  it  still  remain;  particularly  one  apartment,  which  is 
vory  laige,  and  makes  a  noble  appearance.  The  rooms  in  this  apart- 
ment are  at  present  used  as  granaries,  but  were  formerly  called  the 
Ouard  chambers  and  BaroiCs  hall.  These  are  perhaps  as  well  worth 
tlie  notice  of  an  English  antiquary,  as  any  thing  within  the  province 
of  Normandy.  One  of  these  rooms,  and  indeed  the  principal  now  re- 
maining, was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Guard  Cham- 
ber. This  room,  the  cieMng  whereof  is  vaulted,  and  forms  a  most 
magnificent  ardi,  is  lofty,  and  well  proportioned,  bdng  one  hundred 
and  fifty  foet  in  length,  and  ninety  in  breadth.  The  windows  on  the 
eiflt  and  west  sides  are  decorated  with  fluted  p{Dars>«ttd  at  each  end  is 
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present  state,  most  assuredly  William  I.  never  readed : 
for  it  is  clearly  not  older  than  the  thirteenth  century:  if 

a  beautiful  rose  window  of  stone  work>  glazed  with  painted  ^aaB  of 
exquisite  woAmanahip.  On  the  northsides  are  two  magnificent  diim- 
neys  in  good  preservation ;  and  round  the  whole  of  the  room  runs  a 
stone  bench  intended  for  the  convenience  of  the  several  persons  dnng 
duty  therein.  The  floor  is  paved  with  tiles^  each  near  five  indies 
square,  baked  almost  to  vitrification.  Eight  rows  of  these  tiles, 
running  from  east  to  west,  are  charged  with  different  coats  of  arms, 
generally  said  to  be  those  of  the  families  who  attended  Duke  WHliam 
in  his  invasion  of  England.  The  intervals  between  eadi  of  these  rows 
are  filled  up  with  a  kind  of  tessellated  pavement ;  the  middle  whereof 
represents  a  maze,  or  labyrinth,  about  ten  feet  in  diameter,  and  so  ait^ 
fully  contrived,  that,  were  we  to  suppose  a  man  following  all  the  in- 
tricate meanders  of  its  volutes,  he  could  not  travel  less  than  a  mile  be- 
fore he  got  from  the  one  end  to  the  other.  The  remaindo*  of  this  floor 
is  inkid  with  small  squares  of  different  colours,  placed  altematdy, 
and  formed  into  draught  or  chess  boards,  for  the  amusement  of  the 
sddiery  whilst  on  guard.  Turning  out  of  this  room  on  the  left  hand, 
you  enter  into  a  smaller  room,  called  the  Bar<m*$  Hall,  twenty-four 
feet  in  breadth  and  twenty-seven  feet  in  length ;  paved  with  the  same 
sort  of  tiles  as  the  former — but  with  this  difference,  that  instead  of 
coats  of  arms  they  are  stained  with  figures  of  stags,  and  dogs  in  full 
chase.  The  walls  of  this  room  seem  to  have  been  ornamented  w^ 
escutcheons  of  arms  painted  on  heater  shields,  some  of  ndiidi  are  still 
remaining." 

Hie  fertile  foncy  of  Ducarel  will  here  have  it  that  *'  it  was  in  this 
guard  chamber,  and  the  baron*s  hall  a4)oining,  that  King  William  the 
Conqueror^  as  tradition  tells  us,  in  the  most  sumptuous  manner  enter- 
tained ki$  mother  Arlette  with  her  wbddino  dinnbb  on  the  day 
of  her  marriage  to  Harluin  Count  de  Conteville,  by  whom  she  had 
Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  &c.  &c.*' 

It  is  further  remarkable,  that,  notwithstanding  these  rooms  have 
been  used  as  granaries  for  upwards  of  four  hundred  years,  imther  the 
damps  of  the  wheat,  the  turning  and  aK^^^g  of  the  grain,  nor  the 
wooden  shoes  or  afiades  of  the  peasants  oonstantty  employed  in  bruig- 
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anosmts.  Dncarel  saw  agreat  deal  more  Uian  isnowto 
be  seen ;  for,  in  feet,  as  I  attempted  to  gain  entrance  into 

ing  in  and  deaming  liie  wheat,  have  in  the  least  damaged  the  floor,  or 
worn  off  the  painting  from  the  tiles.  The  only  injury  this  floor  hath 
receiTed,  is  the  taking  up  some  fevr  of  the  tfles^  in  order  to  open 
ftmnels  through  the  floor  for  the  more  ready  conveyance  of  the  com 
into  the  rooms  heneath.  The  great  door  of  the  guard  room  is  very 
curious,  and  shows  the  skill  of  the  woikmen  of  those  times.  It  is 
loaded  with  fine  carvings,  and  tliough  iiyured  hy  time  and  the  putting 
on  and  puHing  off  its  locks,  is  well  worth  observation.  Under  these 
rooms  is  another  apartment,  supported  by  fine  columns.  They  were 
Ibrmeriy  used  as  waiting  rooms  for  persons  of  inferior  rank,  but  are 
now  likewise  converted  into  granaries. 

''  Opposite  to  the  great  wall,  which  was  taken  down  about  twenty 
years  since,  and  till  that  time  had  ibr  many  years  served  as  a  dormitory 
for  the  monks,  stood  an  ancient  chapel,  buih  before  the  abbey  was 
founded ;  upon  tlie  outside  of  the  wall  of  this  chapel,  were  painted  in 
ff^sco,  four  portraits,  as  big  as  life,  representing  H^iUiam  the  Conqueror, 
his  wife  Matilda,  and  their  two  sons,  Robert  and  WilUam.  The  Con* 
qneror  was  drawn  as  a  very  tall  man,  clothed  in  a  royal  robe,  and 
standing  on  the  back  of  an  hound  couchant :  on  his  head  was  a  diadem, 
ornamented  with  trefoils,  his  left  hand  pointed  to  his  breast ;  and  in 
his  right  he  held  a  sceptre  surmounted  with  a  fleur  de  lys.  Queen 
Matilda  was  dressed  in  a  kirtle  and  mantle,  and  had  on  her  head  a  di- 
adem similar  to  that  of  her  husband;  from  the  under  part  whereof 
hung  a  veil,  which  was  represented  as  foiling  carelessly  behind  her 
Moulders;  in  her  right  hand  was  a  sceptre,  surmounted  with  a  fleur  de 
lys,  and  in  her  left,  a  book  :  her  feet  were  supported  by  the  figure  of  a 
lion.  Duke  Robert  was  represented  as  standing  on  a  hound,  and  clad 
in  atunique,  over  which  was  thrown  a  short  robe,  or  mantle,  his  head 
was  covered  with  a  bonnet ;  upon  his  right  hand,  clothed  with  a  glove, 
atood  a  hawk ;  and  in  his  left  hand  was  a  lure.  The  picture  of 
Duke  William  represented  him  as  a  youth  bare  headed,  dressed  in  the 
same  haUt  as  his  brother,  and  standing  upon  a  fabulous  monster,  pro- 
bably intended  for  a  double-bo^ed  harpy,  it  having  only  one  head 
with  the  foce  of  a  viigin,  and  two  bodies,  each  reseuAling  in  8hq>e 
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^hat  appeared  to  he4he  principal  room,  I  was  stopped 
by  an  old  woman,  who  assored  me  ^'  qu'il  n'y  avoit 

-thai  of  a  bird;  each  of  the  bodies  of  this  monster  tenninated  in  the 
tail  of  a  cat,  and  had  the  hind  legs  oi  a  swine;  the  left  hand  of  this 
Prince  was  clothed  with  a  glove,  and  supported  a  falcon,  which  he  was 
feeding  with  his  right.  These  paintings  are  supposed  to  have  been 
•coeval  with  the  foundation  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Stqihen;  and  to  have 
:been  drawn  fiom  the  life  :  [of  course !]  Th^  were  destroyed  in  the 
year.1700,  when  the  cfa^>el  was  pulled  down ;  but  fortunately  frthff 
•Montfeucon  had  previously  procured  drawings  of  liiem  to  be  made; 
•and  from  those  drawing  I  have  caused  them  to  be  engraven.'*  AngUh- 
Norman  Antiquitiet;  p.  69. 

I  have  caused  reduced,  but  £uthful,  copies  of  the  two  first,  and 
the  last  of  these  figures  to  be  taken ;  and  I  here  put  it  to  the  reader 
how  it  is  possible  that  such  figures,  as  the  first  and  the  last^  in  aiich 
different  costumes,  can  be  meant  to  represent  the  same  person? 


In  regard  to  this  supposed  regal  palace,  I  am  surprised  how  Huet 
could  observe  that  the  abbey  and  the  palace  were  ''  of  the  same  strac- 
tove."  They  are  surely  quite  different— unless  Huet  saw  what  has 
since  been  drtnolished.    That  cautious  antiquary  observer,  however. 
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TidD  qte  da  chaufiige.'*  It  was  trae  enough:  the 
trbole  of  the  nntciutiited  interior  contained  notbhig 
bnt  wood  fad.  Returning  to  the  principal  street, 
and  mining  a  sHght  digression  to  the  right,  you  descend 
somewhat  abruptly  by  the  side  of  a  church  in  ruins, 
dialled  St.  Etienne  le  VieiL  In  DucareVs  time  this 
church  is  described  as  entire.  On  the  exterior  of  one 
of  the  remaining  buttresses  is  a  whok  length  figure, 
dbout  four  EngUiih  feet  in  height  (as  far  as  I  could  guess 
by  the  eye)  of  a  man  on  horseback — ^mutilated — ^tramp- 
ling upon  another  man  at  its  feet. 
'  It  is  no  doubt  a  curious  and  uncommon  ornament. 
But  would  you  believe  it? — this  figure  also,  in  the 
t^inion  of  M.  Le  Bras,^  was  intended  for  Wllliaii 

properly  rejects  the  supposition  that  the  coat  armours  are  of  the  time 
of  William  the  Conqueror.  He  adds^  very  judiciously^  that,  in  respect 
to  rendence,  **  he  is  persuaded  that  that  monarch  was  more  fre- 
quently at  his  castle  than  at  his  palace.**     Origines  de  Caen ;  p.  247. 

*  See  the  Anglo-Norman  Antiquities ;  p.  74.  Bourgueville  favours 
the  same  hypothesis;  but  his  description  of  the  group,  as  it  appeared 
in  his  time,  trips  up  the  heels  of  this  conjecture.  He  says  that  there 
were,  besides  the  two  figures  above  mentioned,  "  vn  autre  homme  et 
fSemme  k  genoux,  comme  s*ils  demandoient  raison  de  la  mort  de  leur 
en&nt,  qui  est  vne  antiquity  de  grand  remarque  dont  ie  ne  puis 
donner  autre  certitude  de  Thistoire.'*  Antiquitez  de  Caen;  p.  39. 
Now  it  is  this  additional  portion  of  the  group  (at  present  no  longer  in 
existence)  which  should  seem  to  confirm  the  conjecture  of  my  friend 
Mr.  Douce — that  it  is  a  representation  of  the  received  story,  in  the 
middle  ages,  of  the  Emperor  Trajan  being  met  by  a  widow  who  de- 
manded justice  against  the  murderer  of  her  son.  The  Emperor,  who 
had  just  mounted  his  horse  to  set  out  upon  some  hostile  expedition, 
replied,  that  *'  he  would  listen  to  her  on  his  return."  The  woman  said, 
"  What,  if  you  never  return  ?**  '*  My  successor  will  satisfy  you" — he 
replied — *'But  how  will  that  benefit  you,*' — ^resumed  the  widow.  The 
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^Hb  Conqueror — ^representing  bis  triumphal^  eotrf 
into  Caen  1  As  an  object  of  surt,  even  in  its  presrat 
mutilated  state,  it  is  bigfaly  interesting;  and  I  re- 
joice that  M.  Cotman  is  likely  to  preservei  the 
Jittie  that  I'emains  from  the  hazard  of  destruction  by 
the  fidelity  of  his  own  copy  of  it.  It  is  quite  clear  that, 
close  to  the  figure,  you  discover  traces  of  style  which 
are  unequivocally  of  the  time  of  Francis  I.  The  in« 
terior  of  what  remains  of  this  consecrated  edifice  is  ccm- 
verted  into  a  receptacle  for  • .  carriages  for  hire.  Ebeu  1 
Not  far  from  this  spot  stood  formerly  a  magnificent 
Cross— demolished  during  the  memorable  visit  of  the 
Calvinists.  I  was  told  that  drawings  and  prints  of  it 
were  yet  in  existence.*  In  the  way  to  the  abbey  of 
the  Trinity,  quite  at  the  opposite  or  eastern  extremity 

Emperor  then  descended  from  liis  horse^  and  enquiring  into  the  wo* 
man*s  case^  caused  justice  to  be  done  to  her.  Some  of  the  stories  say 
that  the  murderer  was  the  Emperor*s  own  son. 

*  prints  of  it  [the  cross]  yet  in  existenceJ] — Boui^peville  has  fiir^ 
nished  us  with  a  very  minute  description  of  this  cross — such  as  it 
was  before   its  destruction  by  the  Calvinists.     '^  Ceste  grande  et 
beUe  Croix  estoit  d*une  structure  singuliere^  dont  la  masse  contenoit 
quinze  pieds   de  haut^  et  trente  de  tour,  sur   laquelle    masse  y 
auoit  cinq  coulonnes  de  vingt  pieds  de  haut,  &  n*auoient  que  demy 
pied  de  diamettre  pour  chacun  chapiteau;  sur  les  dites  coulonnes 
y  auoit  vne  masse  de  sept  pieds  de  haut  &  de  deux  pieds  &  demy  dia- 
mettre, &  entour  estoient  poshes  quatre  images  de  dnq  pieds  de  haut, 
et  sur  Tamortissement  du  chapiteau  estoit  une  beUe  Croix  plant£e  de 
cinq  pieds  de  hauteur  auecques  autres  imaginaires,  et  graueures  memo* 
rabies  de  belle  et  forte  pierre,  &  tour  au  tour  d*icelle  vn  grand  escalier 
de  degrez,  par  les  quelz  les  Catholiques  amontoyent  &  receuoyoient  oe 
signe  de  Croix  au  jour  des  Rameaux,  qui  leur  reduissoit  en  m^oirede 
la  passion  de  nostre  Seigneur.     Et  en  ce  quel  quartier  de  St.  £stieniie» 
residoient  du  temps  de  ma  ieunesse  vn  bon  nombre  d'officiers  en  de 
belles  et  magnifiques  maisons,  &c."     Jnti^itex  de  Caenj  p.  17. 
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of  the  town,  yon  necessarily  pass  along  the  Rue  St. 
Pierre^  and  enter  into  the  market-place^  affording 
an  opening  before  the  most  beautiful  church  in 
aU  Normandy.  It  is  the  church  of  St.  Pierre  db 
Dbrnbtal*  of  which  I  now  speak,  and  from  which  the 

♦  the  church  of  St,  Pierre  de  Demetal']—''  Situate  in  the  middle  of 
the  town^  and  remarkable  for  the  elegance  and  beauty  of  its  spire, 
which  is  extremely  lofty,  and  so  admirably  contrived,  that,  at  what 
part  soerer  of  the  church  you  enter,  the  eye  does  not  discover  either 
of  the  four  colmnns  on  which  the  spire  rests.  This  eleganjt  piece  of 
masonry  was  completed  in  the  beginning  of  the  xivth  century,  by 
[the  cost  and  chaiges  ofj  one  Nicholas,  an  Englishman,  who  was  at 
that  time  a  buigess  of  Caen,  and  treasurer  of  this  church.  At  the 
tone  of  his  death,  which  happened  in  June,  in  the  year  1317>  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph,  preserved  by  Monsieur  de  Bras,  was  composed  $  but 
it  \b  not  altogether  certain  whether  it  was  ever  placed  over  his  grnve^ 
or  not: 

LS  VSNDRKOY  DSVANT  TOUT  DBOICT 

LA  SAINT  CLSRQUE  LS  TEMPS  N*B8T  rSOIT 

TRX8PA88A  NICOLLE  L*ANQLOIS 

L*AN  MIL  TROIS  CENR  BT  DIX  SKPT 

SON  CORPS  QIST  CY  L*AMB  A  DIBU  801T 

CHASCUN  EN  PRIE  CAB  C*B8T  BIEN  DBOICT. 

BOURGEOIS  ESTOIT  DE  NOBILE  GUISE 
MOlfLTE  DE  BIEN  FIST  EN  CESTB  EOLI8B 
TBBSOBIBB  EN  PUT  LONGUBMENT 
BT  PAB  LUY  BT  PAB  8A  DEVISB 
PUT  LA  TOUB  EN  BA  VOYE  MI6B 
D*BSTBB  FAICTE  81  NOBLEMENT, 

PBUD*  HOMS  BSTOIT  COURTOIS  BT  SAGE 

BT  SANS  OB&UEIL  ET  SANS  OUTBAUB 

DE  TOUS  GENS  CHBBY  ET  AIMB 

DB  SA  MOBT  SB  PUT  GBAND  DOMMAOE 

SON  BBPBIT  SOIT  EN  L*HEBITAGB 

D%  PABADI8  SOIT  BOIB  CLAMB. 
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name  of  the  street  is  derived.   The  tower  and  spire^  the 
effect  of  English  libbrality,  are  of  the  most  admirable 

The  remainder  (two  staiizas)^  is  devoted  to  his  wife— who  died  the 
2d  October^  in  the  same  year : 

GRAND  DOMMAGE  FUT  COMIIB  ON  8CAIT 

CAR  BLLB  B8TOIT  BIXN  8AOB  BT  SOBRB 

f 

OB  PRIBZ  PAR  DBVOTION 

QC'lLB  ATBNT  PLBINB  RBMIBBION. 

Tlie  body  of  another  of  our  countrymen^  Miohabl  Tbbgobb^  thei 
first  rector  of  the  University  of  Caen>  lies  buried  at  the  entrance  of  the 
choir  of  this  churchy  where  his  effigies  still  remains.  Te  Deum  is 
constantly  sung  in  this  church  upon  all  high  festivals  and  other  solemn 
occasions^  and  from  hence  it  is^  that  the  clergy  and  religious  of  Caen 
set  out,  in  order  to  make  their  public  processions.'*  Jnglo^Norwum 
AnHquities,  p.  73. 

Ducarel,  in  saying  that  the  above  epitaph  was  preserved  by  M.  Le 
Bras>  appears  to  have  been  unacquainted  with  its  preservation  by 
Bouigueville  a  century  and  a  half  before.  Bourgueville  is  extremely 
particular  and  even  eloquent  in  his  account  of  the  tower^  &c.  He 
says  that  he  had  ''  seen  towers  at  Paris^  Rouen,  Toukmsc,  Avignon, 
Narbonoe,  Montpelier,  Lyons>  Amiens,  Chartres,  Angiers,  Bayeux, 
Constances,  (qu.  Coutances?)  and  those  of  St.  Stephen  at  Caen,  and 
others,  in  divers  parts  of  France,  which  are  built  in  a  pyramidal  fonn 
— ^but  THIS  TowBR  OF  St.  Pbter  cxccedcd  all  the  others,  as  well  in 
its  height,  as  in  its  curious  form  of  construction.'*  Jntiq,  de  Caen; 
p.  36.  He  regrets,  however,  that  the  name  of  the  architect  has  not 
descended  to  us.  His  more  particular  eulogy  upon  this  tower  is  worth 
transcription:  *'  C*est  vn  grand  cas  &  bien  digne  de  remarque  que 
neanmoins  la  hauteur  de  ceste  tour  piramide,  qui  semble  auoisiner  les 
nues,  le  soufflement  et  violence  des  vents,  la  rigueur  des  gellees,  la 
froideurdes  nieges,  gresles,  &  frimats,  Tabondance  des  pluyes,  la  ve* 
hemence  des  chaleurs  du  soldi,  et  orages,  la  lueur  et  humidity  de  la 
lune,  n'ont  faict  aucun  dommage,  ny  apparence  de  frcHSsure  k  au- 
cunes  des  pierres  de  ceste  tour  depuis  son  edification."  &c.  p.  38.  At 
page  145  he  relates  a  hardy  adventure  of  a  young  man  who  mounted 
on  the  outside  to  the  very  summit,  to  take  down  the  weather  cock. 
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form  and  workmanship.  Mr.  Lewis  went  to  the  left^ 
fiEu^ing  the  great  window,  at  right  angles  with  the  Rue 
St.  Pierre,  and  made  the  beautiful  drawing,  of  which  a 
copy  is  here  sent  you.*    Observe  the  extreme  delicacy 

which  had  grown  stiffs  and  would  not  turn—''  II  aucnt  (concludes  he) 
vn  cerveau  bien  as8eur64  k  plus  de  temerity  que  de  sagesse." 

Huet  is  somewhat  particular  in  his  account  of  the  locale  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Pierre  de  Dametal :  observing^  fir8t>.that  it  had  the  names 
of  S.  Pierre  sous  Caen,  and  S.  Pierre  du  Chdtel  en  rwe.  Of  the  appel- 
lative *'  Dametal^"  he  thus  remarks.  *'  Mais  le  nom  qu*on  luy  a 
6ojm6,  plus  commun^ment,  a  6U  S.  Pierre  de  Dametal.  C*6toit 
Tanden  nom  du  principal  lieu  de  cette  paroisse^  et  peut-^tre  de  la  pa- 
rmsse  toute  entibre :  car  le  Pont  de  Saint  Pierre^  et  un  moulin  sur 
rOdon^.dont  il  est  parl^  dans  la  Chartre  de  fondation  de  TAbbaye  de 
S.  Etienne^  ont  port^  le  nom  de  Dametal."  Again :  ^'  Le  nom  de  Dar- 
netaLque  Von  donnoit  k  ce  lieu,  semble  marquer  un  bouxg,  un  village^ 
ou  une  seigneurie.**  Of  the  different  periods  of  the  completion  of  the 
church,  he  goes  on  to  say:  ^^  Quoy  qu*il  en  soit,  le  bfiitiment  a  6t6  fedt 
k  diverses  reprises.  M.  de  Bras  en  a  marqu^  quelques  dattes :  celle 
du  docker,  en  Tan  1308;  celle  de  Fatle  du  cdt^  du  Carrefour,  en  Tan 
1410)  celle  de  1*  autre  alle  quelque  tems  «pi^:  le  rond-point  et  les 
-«^'  voutes  du  ohoeur  et  des  atles,  Tanl&Sl.  Jacques  de  Cahuignes  a 
donn^  rang  panni  les  iUustres  dtoyens  de  Caen,  k  Hsctok  Sohier, 
)'  edlebre  architectes  pour  avoir  fedt  les  voutes  du  chceur  et  des  ailes  de 
cette  Eglise.'*  Origines  de  Caen-,  p.  263,  4,  7#  8 ;  1702,  8vo.  Huet 
says  not  one  single  word  in  commendation  of  the  building.  He  is 
among  the  driest  of  dry  antiquaries.  Reverting,  however,  to  old 
BouRQUEViLLE,  1  cauuot  take  leave  of  him  without  expressing  my 
y  '  hearty  thanks  for  the  amusement  and  information  which  his  unosten- 

■  tatious  octavo  volume— entitled  Les  Recherdhes  et  Jntiquitez  de  la 

'^  nUe  et  UnwersUi  de  Caen,  isc.    (A  Caen,  1588,  8vo.)  has  aflforded  me. 

\  And  as  we  love  to.be  made  acquainted  with  the  persons  of  those,  from 

^J*.  *  whom  we  have  recdved  instruction  and  pleasure,  so  take,  gentle 
reader,  a  representation  of  the  Portrait  of  Bovrourville— mm  it  ap- 
lyars  on  the  reverse  of  the  title  of  the  book  just  mentioned. 

♦  See  the  Opposite  Plate. 
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Oe  Pourtrait  &  munt  liure 
Par  le  Peintre  &  Pescrit, 
Feront  reuoir  et  viure 
Ta  hce  &  ton  esprit.    I.  V.  D.  L.  F. 
Hoc  pictoris  opus,  vigilataque  scripta  labore 
Et  Tultum  &  mentem  post  tua  busta  ferent. 

/.  Fmtquelimt  F. 
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and  picturesque  effect  of  the  stone  tiles,  with  which  the 
spire  is  covered,  as  well  as  the  lightness  and  im- 
posing consequence  given  to  the  tower  upon  which 
the  spire  rests!  The  whole  has  a  charming  effect- 
But  severe  criticism  compels  one  to  admit  that  the 
body  of  the  church  is  defective  in  point  of  fine  taste 
and  unity  of  parts.  The  style  is  not  only  florid  Gothic, 
but  it  is  luxuriant,  even  to  rankness,  if  I  may  so 
speak.  The  parts  are  capriciously  put  together :  filled, 
and  even  crammed,  with  ornaments  of  apparently  all 
ages :  concluding  with  the  Grecian  mixture  introduced 
in  the  reign  of  Francis  I.  The  buttresses  are,  how- 
ever, generally,  lofty  and  airy.  Towards  the  op- 
posite  extremity  of  this  view,  a  branch  of  the  river' 
Qme,  if  not  the  river  itself,  runs :  and  from  the  prome- 
nade, or  part  where  the  post  office  is  established,  the 
body  of  the  church  is  seen  Mrith  all  its  grotesque  and 
multiform  divisions.  In  the  midst  of  this  complicated 
and  corrupt  style  of  architecture,  the  tower  and  spire 
rise  like  a  structure  built  by  preternatural  bands^  and 
I  am  not  sure  that,  at  this  moment,  I  can  recollect 
any  thing  of  equal  beauty  and  effect  in  the  whole 
range  of  ecclesiastical  edifices  in  our  own  country. 
Look  at  this  building,  from  any  part  of  the  town,  and 
you  must  acknowledge  that  it  has  the  stongest  claims 

The  author^  who  tells  us  he  was  bom  in  1504>  lived  through  the 
mOBt  critical  and  not  unperilous  period  of  the  times  in  which  he  wrote. 
His  plan  is  perfectly  artless^  and  his  style  as  completely  simple.  Nor 
does  his  fidelity  appear  impeachable.  Such  ancient  volumes  of  topo- 
gn4>hy  are  invaluable— as  preserving  the  memory  of  things  and  of  ob- 
jects^ which,  but  for  such  record,  must  perish  without  the  hope  or  chance 
of  recovery. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


300  CAEN. 

to  unqualified  admiration.  The  body  of  tbe  church 
IB  of  very  considerable  dimenrions.  I  entered  it  on 
a  Sunday  morning,  about  eleven  o'clock^  and  found 
it  quite  filled  with  a  large  congregation^  in  which 
the  cauchaisey  as  usual,  appeared  like  a  broad  white 
mass — ^from  one  end  to  the  other.  Hie  priests  were 
in^  procession ;  one  of  the  most  magnificent  organs 
ima^n^le  was  in  foil  intonation,  with  every  stop 
opened;  the  v<Hces  of  the  congregation  were  lustify 
exercised :  and  the  offices  of  religion  were  carried  on 
in  a  manner  which  should  seem  to  indicate  a  warm 
sense  of  devotion  among  the  worshippers.  There  is  a 
tolerably  good  set  of  modem  pmntings  (the  best  which 
I  have  yet  seen  in  the  interior  of  a  church)  of  the  Life 
of  Christ  J  in  the  side  chapels.  The  eastern  extremity, 
or  the  forther  end  oi  Our  Lady^s  Chapel,  is  most  hor- 
ribly bedaubed  and  overloaded  Mrith  the  most  tasteless 
specimens  of  what  is  called  Gothic  art,  perhaps  ever 
idtnessed !  Hie  great  bell  of  this  church,  which  has  im 
uncommonly  deep  and  fine  tone,  is  for  ever 

Swinging  slow  with  solemn  roar ! 

that  is  to  say,  is  tolling  from  five  in  the  morning  till 
ten  at  night,  for  tbe  performance  of  the  several  offices 
of  religion,  so  incessantly,  in  one  side-chapel  or  ano- 
ther, are  these  offices  carried  on  within  this  maternal 
parish  church. 

I  saw,  with  momentary  astonishment,  the  leaning 
tower  of  a  church  in  the  Rue  St.  Jean,  which  is  one 
of  the  principal  streets  in  the  town:  and. which  i§ 
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terminated  by  the  Placf  des  CaxemeSy  flanked  by  tb< 
river  Ome.  la  this  street  I  was  asked,  by  a  book-* 
seller,  two  pounds  two  shillings,  for  a  thumbed  and 
cropt  copy  of  the  Elzevir-Heinsitis  Horace  of  1629 ;  but 
with  which  demand  I  did  not  of  course  comjdy.  In 
fiict,  they  have  the  most  extravagant  notions  of  the 
prices  of  Elzevirs,  both  here  and  at  Rouen.  We  shall 
see  bow  this  rage  increases,  or  cools,  as  we  approach 
Fans.  But  you  must  now  attend  me  in  a  visit  to  t\^ 
most  interesting  public  building,  perhaps  all  thiqgs 
considered,  which  is  to  ^  seen  at  Caen :  I  mean  the 
Abbey  of  the  Holy  Trimty,  or  V Abb  aye  aux  Dambs.* 
This  abbey  was  founded  by  the  wife  of  the  Conqueror, 
about  the  same  time  that  William  erected  that  of  St« 
Stephen.  It  was  founded  for  nuns  of  the  Benedictia 
order.  DucareFs  description  of  it,  which  I  have  just 
seen  in  a  copy  of  the  AngUh-Norman  AfUiqiutieSf  in  a 
bookseller's  shop,  is  sufficiently  meagre,  as  are  also  hi^ 
plates  sufficiently  miserable :  but  things  are  strange? 
ly  altered  since  his  time.  The  nave  of  the  church 
is  occupied  by  a  manu£Eu;tory  for  making  cordage,  or 
twine,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  lads  are  now  busied 
in  their  Jiaxen  occupations,  where  formerly  the  nun 
knelt  before  the  cross,  or  was  occupied  in  auricular  con- 
fession. The  entrance  at  the  western  extremity  is 
entirely  stopped  up:  but  the  exterior  gives  manifest 
proof  of  an  antiquity  equal  to  that  of  the  Abbey  of  St. 

*  Of  this  building  M.  Cotman  has  published  the  West  front,  east 
end>  exterior  and  interior ;  great  arches  under  the  tower;  crypt ;  east 
side  of  South  transept ;  elevation  of  the  North  side  of  the  chmr :  devB- 
lion  of  the  vdndow;  South  side  exterior^  view  down  the  nave^  N.W. 
direction. 
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Stephen.    A  representation  of  the  western  front  of  thin 
exterior  will  be  drawn  and  engraved  by  M.  Cotman  ; 
together  with  one  of  the  subterraneous  Saxon-called 
arohes.    The  upper  part  of  the  towers  are  palpably 
of  the  fifteenth^  or  rather  of  the  early  part  of  the  six- 
teenth century.    I  had  no  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  neat  pavement  of  the  floor  of  the  nave,  in  white 
and  Mack  marble^  ^^  noticed  by  Ducarel,  on  account 
of  the  occupation  of  this  part  of  the  building  by  the 
manufiEuHiiring  children  ;  but  I  saw  some  very  anciait 
tomb-stones  (one  I  think  of  thi  twelfth  century)  which 
had  been  removed  from  the  nave  or  side  aisles,  and 
were  placed  perpendicularly,  or  rather  leaning  a  little 
against  the  sides  of  the  north  transept.    The  nave  is 
entirely  walled  up  from  the  transepts,  but  the  choir  is 
fortunately  preserved ;  and  a  more  perfect  and  inte- 
resting specimen  of  its  kind,  and  of  the  same  antiquity^ 
is  perhaps  no  where  to  be  seen  in  Normandy.    All 
the  monuments  as  well  as  the  altars,  described  by 
Ducarel,  are  now  taken  away.    Having  ascended  a 
stone  staircase^  we  got  into  the  uppar  part  of  the  choir, 
above  the  first  row  of  pillars — and  walked  along  the 
wall.    This  was  rather  adventurous,  you  will  say :  bat 
a  more  adventurous  spirit  of  curiosity  had   neariy 
proved  fatal  to  me :  for,  on  quitting  day-light,   we 
pursued  a  winding  stone  staircase/ in  our  way  to  the 
central  tower — ^from  hence  to  have  a  view  of  the  town. 
I  almost  tremble  as  I  relate  it.    There  had  been  put 
up  a  sort  of  temporary  wooden  staircase,  leading  abso- 
lutely to ,  • .  nothing :  or  rather  to  a  dark  void  space. 
I  happened  to  be  foremost  in  ascending  this,  yet  grop- 
ing in  the  dark — ^with  the  guide  luckily  close  belmMl 
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me :  and  hating  reached  the  topmest  step,  was  raimiig 
my  foot  to  a  supposed  higher  or  sueceeding  step . . . 
but  there  was  itone  /  A  depth  of  eighteen  feet  at  least 
was  below  me.  Hie  guide  caught  my  coat,  as  I  was 
about  to  lose  my  balaDce— imd  roared  out  ^^  Arretee — 
teneai  !**  The  least  balance  or  inclination,  one  way  or 
the  other,  is  sufficient,  upon  these  critical  occasions : 
when  luckily,  from  his  catching  my  coat,  and  thereby 
pulling  me  slightly  backwards,  my  fitll . .  and  my  life  •  • 
were  equally  saved !  I  hare  reason  from  hencefinth  to 
remember  the  Abbayb  aux  Dambs  at  Caen. 

However,  let  us  proceed.  We  gained  the  top  of  the 
central  tower,  which  is  not  of  equal  altitude  with  those 
of  the  western  extremity,  and  from  thence  sur*^ 
veyed  the  town,  as  well  as  the  drizzKng  nun  would  per- 
mit us.  I  saw  enough  however  to  convince  me  that  the 
scite  of  this  abbey  is  fine  and  commanding.  Indeed 
It  stands  nearly  upon  the  highest  ground  in  the  town. 
Ducarel  had  not  the  glorious  ambition  to  mount  to 
the  top  of  the  tower ;  and  did  not  even  possess  that 
most  commendable  of  all  spedes  of  architectural  cu* 
riosity,  a  wish  to  visit  the  cbypt.  Thus,  in  either  extre- 
mity— whether  to  gaze  upon  the  starry  heavens,  or  to 
commune  with  the  silent  dead — ^we  evinced  a  mora 
laudable  spirit  of  enterprise  than  did  our  old-&shioned 
predecessor.  Accordingly,  from  the  summit,  you  must 
accompany  me  to  the  lowest  depth  of  the  building. 
We  descended  by  the  same  (somewhat  intricate)  route, 
and  I  took  especial  care  to  avoid  all  '^temporary 
wooden  stair-cases.*'  The  crypt,  beneath  the  choir,  is 
perhiqM  of  yet  greater  interest  and  beauty  than  the 
choir  itself.    Within  an  old,  very  old  stone  coffin — at 
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the  Airtfaar  cinmlar  end— ^are  the  pabreri^ed  mtnahifi 
of  one  of  the  earliest  Abbesses.  I  gazed  around  wiA 
Mixed  sensations  of  veneration  and  awe,  and  threw  my- 
sdf  back  into  eeotories  past,  fancying  that  the  shroud- 
ed figure  of  Matilda  herself  glided  by,  with  a  loc^  as 
if  to  approve  of  my  antiquarian  enthusiasm.  Havii^ 
gratified  our  curiosity  by  a  careful  survey  of  this  sirib^ 
t^raneous  abode,  we  revisited  the  r^ions  ci  daylight, 
and  made  towards  the  large  building,  now  a  manufie- 
tory,  whidi  in  Ducarel's  time  had  been  a  nunnery.* 

*  in  DucareVs  time  had  been  a  nttnitery.j->Ducarel's  account  of  this 
nunnery,  is  as  follows  : — **  I  was  not  permitted  to  see  any  other  part 
of  the  Abbey,  except  the  Ltidy  Abbess's  parlour,  which  is  a  small  room 
comman^ng  a  most  delightful  prospect  of  the  country,  extendii^  to  a 
gnat  distaooe,  this  abbey  beiiig  sitnated  on  a  very  high  hill.  Among 
the  muniaienti  preaerved  hane,  is  a  rery  carious  manuscript,  containing 
an  account  of  the  foundress.  Queen  Matilda's  wardrobe,  jewels,  toi- 
lette, &c.  but  1  was  not  able  to  procure  a  copy  of  it,  neither  would 
the  abbess  admit  me  to  a  sight  of  a  very  ancient  picture  which  hangs 
in  one  of  the  rooms,  and  is  generally  thought  to  be  that  of  Matilda, 
their  first  abbess,  dressed  in  the  habit  of  a  nun^  though  some  are 
cather  indined  to  bdieve  it  to  be  the  picture  of  the  royal  fonndiess. 
Cicely,  eldest  daughter  of  \l^lliam  the  Conqueror,  having  in  the  year 
1075,  made  her  profession  at  Fescamp,  was,  upon  the  dedication  of 
this  church,  removed  hither,  in  order  to  be  educated  under  the  care  of 
Matilda  the  first  abbess,  upon  whose  decease  she  succeeded  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  abbey ;  which  she  managed  with  singular  piety,  for 
the  space  of  fifteen  yean,  and  dyhig  upon  the  ISth  day  of  July  in  the 
year  1196  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  monastery,  having  worn  a 
religious  habit  for  the  space  of  fifty-two  years.  From  that  time  the 
government  hath  constantly  been  conferred  on  ladies  of  the  first  rank. 
All  the  nuns  are  likewise  daughters  of  persons  of  high  birth,  no  others 
being  admitted  to  take  the  veil  here." — Anglo-Norman  Antiqui^,  p. 
66.  There  is  of  course  an  end  to  every  thing  of  the  kind  at  the  present 
dqr. 
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The  revolution  has  swept  away  every  human  being 
in  the  oharaoter  of  a  nun ;  but  the  director  of  the 
Hianu£EU)tory  shewed  us^  with  great  civility,  some 
relics,  of  oldc  rosses,  rings,  veils,  lachrymatories,  &e. 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  crypt  we  had  recently 
visited— on  account  of  erecting  some  tomb,  or  eleva- 
ting some  portion  of  the  ground,  to  the  remains  of  a 
peraon  of  distinction — ^whether  of  old  or  modern  times, 
I  cannot  just  now  recollect.  These  relics  savoured  of 
considen^le  antkiuity.  Tom  Hearne  would  have  s^ 
about  proving  that  they  must  have  beloi^ed  to  Ma- 
tilda herself;  but  I  Mrill  have  neither  the  presumption 
nor  the  merit  of  attempting  this  proof.  They  seemed 
indeed  to  have  undergone  half  a  dozen  decompositions. 
Upon  the  whole,  if  our  Antiquarian  Society,  after 
having  exhausted  the  cathedrals  of  their  own  country, 
should  ever  think  of  perpetuating  the  principal  eccle- 
siastical edifices  of  Normandy,  by  means  of  the  Art 
of  Engravings  let  them  b^n  their  labours  with  the 
Abbayb  aux  Dames  at  Caen. 

The  foregoing,  my  dear  friend,  are  the  principal 
ecclesiastical  buildings  in  this  place.  There  are  other 
public  edifices,  but  comparatively  of  a  modern  date. 
And  yet  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  gross  omission  were  I 

Booi^aeviUe  describes  the  haTOc  which  took  place  within  this  abbey 
at  the  memorable  visit  of  the  Calvinists  in  1569.  From  plundering  the 
church  of  St.  Stephai  (as  before  described  p.  386>)  they  proceeded  to 
ooiBmit  similar  ravages  here : — ''  sans  andr  respect  ni  reuerence  k  la 
Danae  Abbesse,  ni  k  la  religion  et  douceur  feminine  des  Dames  Reli- 
gieuses.'*— ^''  pJusieurs  des  offiders  de  la  muaon  s*y  trouuerent,  vsans 
de  gradeuaes  persuasions,  pour  penser  flechir  le  coeur  de  ces  plus  que 
brutaux :"  p.  174. 
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to  neglect  giving  you  an  account^  however  soperficial, 
of  the  remains  of  an  apparently  castbllatbd  build- 
ing, a  little  beyond  the  Abbaye  aux  Dames— or  rather 
to  the  right,  upon  elevated  ground,  as  you  enter  the 
town  by  the  way  we  came.  As  £Eir  as  I  can  discover, 
this  appears  to  have  escaped  Ducarel.*  It  is  doubtless 
a  very  curious  relic.  Running  along  the  upper  part 
of  the  walls,  is  a  series  of  basso-relievo  heads,  medal- 
lion-wise, cut  in  stone,  evidently  intended  for  por- 
traits. They  are  assuredly  not  older  than  the  reign  of 
Francis  I.  but  may  be  even  as  late  as  that  of  Henry  II. 
Among  these  rude  medallions,  is  a  female  head,  with  a 
ferocious-looking  man  on  each  side  of  it,  either  salut- 
ing the  woman,  or  whispering  in  her  ear.  But  the 
most  striking  objects  are  the  stone  figures  of  two  men 
— ^upon  a  circular  tower— of  which  one  is  in  the  act 
of  shooting  an  arrow,  and  the  other  as  if  holding  a 
drawn  sword.  We  got  admittance  to  the  interior  of  the 
.building ;  and  ascending  the  tower,  found  that  these 
were  only  the  trunks  of  figures, — and  removable  at 
pleasure.     We  could  only   stroke  their  beards  and 

*  appears  to  have  escaped  2>ucixreZ.]— Unless  it  be  what  he  calls 
^'  the  FORT  OF  THB  HoLT  Trimitt  OF  Caen }  in  which  was  constantly 
kept  a  garrison^  commanded  by  a  captain,  whose  annual  pay  was  100 
single  crowns.  This  was  demolished  by  Charles,  king  of  Narane,  in 
the  year  1360,  during  the  war  which  he  carried  on  against  Charles  the 
dauphin,  afterwards  Charles  V.,  &c.**  Jnglo-Norman  JnHquUies,  p.  67* 
This  castle,  or  the  building  once  flanked  by  the  walls  above  described, 
was  twice  taken  by  the  English:  once  in  1346,  when  they  made  an 
immense  booty,  and  loaded  their  ships  with  the  gold  and  silver  vetMls 
found  therein — and  the  second  time  in  14I7>— when  they  established 
themselyes  as  masters  of  the  place  for  33  years.  Jnmunre  dm  Cdva* 
dot }  1803-4  s  p.  63. 
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shake  thdr  bodies  a  little,  which  we  of  course  did 
with  impunity,.  Whether  the  present  be  the  original 
place  of  thdr  destination  may  be  very  doubtful.  The 
Abb£  de  la  Rue^  w|t)i  wh^tn  I  discour^  upon  the  sub^ 
ject  yesterday  morning,  is  of  opinion  that  these  figures 
aj;e  of  the  time  of  Louis  XI. :  which  makes  them  a  litlde 
mpre  ancient  than  the  other  <»maments  of  the  build- 
ing. As  to  the  interior,  I  coukT  gather  nothiiig  with 
certainty  of  the  original  character  of  the  place  from; the 
present  remains.  The  earth  is  piled  up,  her@  and  thwe, 
in  artificial  mounds  covered  with  grass :  and  an  or- 
chard, and  rich  pasture  land  (where  we  saw  several 
women  milking  cows)  form  the  wt^ole  of  the  interior 
scenery.  However  the  Caennois  are  rather  /^protid  of 
^lis  building. 

..Leaving  you  to  your  own  conclusions  respecting 
the  date  of  its  erection^  and  "  putting  the  coloplK>n'* 
to  this  disquisition  respecting  the  principai  puUic 
buildings  at  Caen,  it  is  high  time  to  assure  you-  lK>ir  . 
fjiithftiUy  I  md  always  yours. 


VOL.   I. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

lilTBRARY  800IBTY*  ABB^  DB  LA  BUB.  MB8SB8. 
PIBBBB-AIMlfc  LAIB  AND  LAMOUBOUX.  MBDAL  OF 
MALSBBBB.  B00KSBLLBB8*  THB  PUBLIC  LIBBABT* 
MBMOIB  OF  THB  LATE  M.  MOTSANT^  PUBLIC  LIBBA* 
BIAN.  MANU8CBIPT8  AND  PBINTED  BOOK8.  PBO- 
TB8TANT  PLACE  OF  W0B8HIP.      COUBTS  OF  JU8TICB. 

Fbom  the  dead  let  me  conduct  you  to  tbe  living. 
Ib  other  words,  prepare  to  receive  some  account  of 
Society, — of  Zrt&rorte^— and  of  things  appertaining  to 
die  formation  ojf  the  intellectual  character.  Caen  can 
boast  oisL  public  Literary  Society,  and  of  the  publica- 
tioh  of  its  memoirs.*  But  these  ^^  memoirs'*  consist  at 
present  of  ondy  six  volumes,  and  are  in  our  own  coun- 
try extremely  rare.  My  excellent  friend,  Pierre- Aim^ 
Lair,  made  me  a  present  of  a  set,  which  I  intend  for 
Lord  Spencer's  library.  The  volumes  are  in  crown 
octavo,  tolerably  well  printed. 

Among  the  men  whose  moral  character  and  literary 
reputation  throw  a  sort  of  lustre  upon  Caen,  there  is 
no  one  perhaps  that  stands  upon  quite  so  lofty  an  emi- 

*  M^noimderAcaderme  det  BeUet  Lettres  deCaen.  Chez  Jacques 
Mantnary,  1757«  4  vols,  crown  Svo.  Rapport  g6n6rale  mr  Us  trauma  de 
t  Academic  dcs  Sciences,  Arts,  et  Belles  Lettres  de  la  tnllede  Caenjusqu*au 
premier  Janvier,  1811.  Par  P.  F.  T.  Delarimere,  Secretaire,  A  Caen, 
ehez  Chalopin.  An.  1811 — 15.  S  vols,  on  different  paper,  with  diffe- 
rent types,  and  provokiogly  of  a  laiger  form  than  its  precnraor. 
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itonce  as  the  AbbA  dji  la  Rur  ;  at  this  time  occupied 
in  publishinga  Ai^^ory  of  Caen  in  two  quarto  virfumes. 
As  an  archaeolo^t,  he  has  no  superior  among  his  coun- 
trymen; while  his  essays  upon  the  Bayeiix  Tapestry  and 
tixejingkh-Nerman  Poets,  published  in  fmv  Archceologiay 
jNTOve  that  there  are  few^  even  among  ourselves^  w1h> 
cmild  have  treii;^  those  interesting  subjects  with  more 
dexterity,  or  better  success.  The  Abb£  is^  in  shorty  the 
great  archieological  oracle  of  Normandy.  He  was 
pleased  to  pay  me  a  visit  at  L^gouelle*s.  He  is  feist 
advancing  towards  his  seventieth  year.  His  figure  is 
rather  stout^  and  above  the  mean  height:  his  com- 
plexion is  healthful^  his  eye  brilliant,  and  a  plentiful 
quantity  of  waving  white  hair  adds  much  to  the  expresr 
sioQ  of  his  countenance.  He  enquired  kindly  after 
our  mutual  Mend  Mr.  Douce ;  of  whose  talents  and 
character  he  spoke  in  a  manner  which  did  equal  honour 
to  both.  But  he  was  inexorable^  as  to— no/  dining 
with  me :  observing  that  his  Order  was  forbidd^  to 
dine  in  taverns.  He  gave  me  a  list  of  places  wbixAi  I 
ought  to  viat  in  my  further  progress  through  Nor- 
mandy,  and  took  leave  of  me  more  abruptly  than  I 
could  have  wiidied.  He  rarely  visits  Caen,  though  a 
great  portion  of  his  library  is  kept  there :  his  abode 
being  chiefly  in  the  coimtry,  at  the  residence  of  a  noble* 
man  to  whose  son  he  was  tutor.  It  is  ddightful  to 
see  a  man,  of  lus  venerable  aspect  and  widely  extended 
rqmtation,  enjoying,  in  the  evening  of  life,  (after  brav- 
ing such  a  tempest,  in  the  noon-day  of  it,  as  that  of 
the  Revolution)  the  calm,  unimpaired  possession  of  his 
feculties^  and  the  respect  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise. 
The  study  of  Natural  History  obtains  pretty  gene- 
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rafly  at  Caen ;  indeed  they  have  an  Academy"  m*  which 
this  branch  of  learning  is  e3q)res6ly  taught— ^and  (^ 
which  MoNsiBUR  Lamouroux^  is  at  once'  the  clurf 
6manient  and  instructor.  TMs  gentleman  (to  whom 
onr  friend  Mr.  Dawson  Turner  furnished  me  with  a 
letter  of  introduction)  has  the  most  unaflfiscted  man* 
ners,  and  a  countenance  particularly  open  and  winmog. 
He  is  ^^  a  very  dragon''  in  his  pursuit.  On  my  second 
call,  I  found  him  busied  iu  unpacking  some  baskets  of 
sea-weed,  yet  i*eeking  with  the  briny  moisture ;  aifd 
which  he  handled  and  separated  and  classed  with  the 
same  eagerness  that  we  have  seen  our  friend  *  *  «  run 
through  an  auction  lot  of  hooks  with  ^^  13  more !"  The 
Ubrary  of  Mr.  Lamouroux  is  quite  a  workman-like 
library:  filled  with  sensible,  solid,  and  instructive 
books.  His  mansion,  in  the  Rtie  Jaune,  is  of  mudi 
narrower  dimensions  than  his  mind.  Though  he  be 
a  member  of  the  Institute,  he  spoke  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  and  of  our  literary  Societies,  in  a  manner  whidi 
did  him  infinite  honour — and  if  he  had  only  accepted 
a  repeated  and  strongly-pressed  invitation  to  dine  with 
me  at  Lagouelle's,  to  meet  his  learned  brother  Pierre- 
Aim^  Lair,  nothing  Would  have  been  wanting  to  the 
completion  of  his  character.  There's  elevation  of  sdn-^ 
timent  for  you !  What  alert  creatures  these  Savants 
are.  They  rise  before  six,  and  labour  incessantly  in 
their  respective  vocations  (chiefly  in  the  instruction  of 
youth,)  till  dinner-time,  at  twelve  or  one ;  and  then 
^*  at  it  again"  till  six  in  the  afternoon. 

*  Monsieur  Lamouroux.'] — He  has  recently  (1816)  published  anoc- 
t&TO  volume  entitled  ''  HUtoire  des  Polypiers,  CoraUighies  FUxibla, 
tulgakemeni  nomfnh  Zoophytet.    Par  J,  V,  F.  Lamouroux. 
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YoQ  have  frequently  read  the  name  of  Pierre-Aim^ 
Lair.  Frq>are  to  recdve  a  sketch  of  the  character  to 
which  that  name  appertains.  But  what  a  pallet  of 
scours  should  I  possess  for  such  a  task !— or,  rather, 
what  dexterity  of  handling  were  required  if  such  a  pal- 
let could  be  furnished  ?  With  what  ^^  hues,  tints,  tones, 
and  masses,''  should  the  picture  glow !  A  truce  to  oom- 
mon-place  exclamation — and  receive,  in  good  sooth, 
a  very  homely  and  very  soba*,  but  very  faithful,  descrip- 
tion. This  gentleman  is  not  only  the  life  and  soul  of 
tbesodety — but  of  the  very  town — ^in  which  he  moves. 
Mr.  L.  and  myself  walked  with  him,  more  than  once, 
through  very  many  streets,  passages,  and  courts,  which 
were  distinguished  for  any  relic  of  architectural  anti- 
quity. He  was  recognised  and  saluted  by  nearly  one 
person  out  of  three — at  all  distinguished  for  respecta- 
bility of  appearance — in  our  progress.  "  Je  vous  salue'* 
-^^^  vous  yoWk  avec  Messieurs  les  Anglois" — ^^  bon 
jour,"  —  "  comment  5a  va-t-il  ^  —  The  activity  of 
Pierre-Aim^  Lair  is  only  equalled  by  his  goodness 
of  heart  and  friendliness  of  disposition.  He  is  all  kind- 
ness. Call  when  you  will,  and  ask  for  what  you  please, 
the  object  solicited  is  sure  to  be  granted.  He 
never  seems  to  rise  (and  he  is  a  very  early  riser)  with 
spleen,  ill-humour,  or  untoward  propensities.  With 
him,  the  sun  seems  always  to  shine,  and  the  lark  to 
tune  her  carol.  And  this  cheerfulness  of  feeling  is 
carried  by  him  into  every  abode  however  gloomy,  and 
every  society  however  dull.  In  short,  he  is  always 
the  gay  and  the  good-natured  Pierre-Aim£  Lair. 

But  more  substantial  praise  belongs  to  this  amiable 
man.    Not  only  is  Pierre-Aim6  l^v  a  lover  and  col- 
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kctdr  of  tangible  aatiquities^— fiuch  as  glassed  \SkSj 
broken  buMs,  old  pictupesy — and  fraotuned  eapitab-^ 
till  wra  in  ^'  long  array''  up  the  windings  of  his  stair- 
C8se<-^bnt  he  is  a  critic,  and  a  patron  of  the  Uteriary 
antiquities  of  his  country.  Carai  (as  I  told  you  in  my 
lastde^iatch)  is  the  biirth-place  of  MALHSRBa ;  and^iil 
the  lOharaoter  now  under  discussion,  it  has  found  a  pes^ 
petuator  of  the  name  and  merits  of  the  fisither  of  Frendi 
y^rse.  In  the  year  1806  our  worthy  antiquary  put  forth 
a  project  for  a  gen^ttl  subscription  ^^  fidr  a  medal  in 
honour  of  Matherbe^'^^^wiwhrpTOJect  was  in  due  time 

*  4uhscripilonfor  a  medal  w  h^mpur  io/MAi«BBB9B.]*-Tbe  iqedalfip 
project  here  alluded  to  is  one  which  does,  both  the  projector,  and  the  arts 
of  France,  infinite  honour  y  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  some  second  Simoh 
may  rise  up  among  ourselves  to  emulate,  and  if  possible  to  surpass, 
the  performances  of  Gattbaux  and  Audrieu.  The  former  is  the  artist 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  medal  of  Milh^be,  and  the  latter 
for  Ae  series  of  the  Buonliparfte^^Diedab.  M.  I#air  toM  me  that  his 
subscrilbiers  ^inount^d  to  1500  in,n|imbier  ;  ^r  do  I  think  this,  fioppi 
evidence  of  the  printed  brochure  before  me,  an  exag|prated  statement 
The  pric^  of  the  hpad  in  bronze  is  5  francs;  and  with  the  addition  of  a 
ring,  one  quarter  of  a  i^anc  more. 
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lewarded  by  the  x»me&  of  fifteen  hundred  efficient  sub- 
seriberSy  at  five  francs  a  piece.  The  proposal  was 
donbtless  flattering  to  the  literary  pride  of  the  French ; 
and  luckily  the  execution  of  it  surpassed  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  subscribers.  The  head  is  undoubtedly  of 
the  most  perfect  execution ;  and  almost  puts  me  in  a 
fever^  on  contemplating  it,  when.  I  think  upon  the  com- 
paratively decrepid  state  of  the  medallio  art  in  our  own 
Qcmntry.  Wherefwe  is  it  so  ?  Not  only,  however,  did 
this  head  of  Malherbe  succeed — but  a  feeling  was  ex- 
pressed that  it  might  be  vfoliowed  up  by  a  series  of 
beads  of  the  most  illustrious,  of  both  sexes,  in  literature 
and  the.  fiqe  arts.  The  very  hint  was  enough  for  Lair ; 
though  I  am  not  sure  whether  he  be  not  the  father  of 
the  latter  design  also.  Accordingly,  there  has  appear*- 
ed  periodically  a  set  of  heads  of  this  description,  in 
bronze  or  other  metal,  as  the  purchaser  pleases,  which 
baa  reflected  infinite  credit  not  only  upon  the  name  of 
.the  projector  of  this  scheme,  but  upon  the  present  state 
of  the  fine  arts  in  France. 

.  On  the  reverse  is  a  Ijvt,  surmounted  by  a  laurel  crown,  with  this 
emphatic  inscription  ; 

ENFIN  MALHBRBE  VINT. 

which  is  taken  from  the  well-known  passage  in  Boileau*s  Art  Poetique 
beginning  thus : 

Enfin  Malherbe  vint,  et  le  premier  en  France, 

Fit  sentir  dans  les  vers  une  juste  cadence ;  - 

lynn  mot  mis  en  sa  place  enseigne  le  pouvoir,  .    i 

Et  reduisit  la  muse  aux  r^les  du  devoir* 

The  profile  of  Madame  de  S^viga^,  executed  by  the  same  able  .me- 
dallist (Gatteaux)j  has  in  every  respect  equal  merit.  ^  < 
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Yet  another  word  about  Berre-Aim^  Lair.  He  ia  not 
80  inexorable  as  M.  Lamonroux:  for  he  has  dined  with 
me,  and  quaffed  the  chambetlin  and  champagne  itf  La* 
gouelle,  commander  in  chief  of  this  house.  Better  wines 
cannot  be  quaflfed ;  and  Malherbe  and  the  Duke  bf  Wd- 
lington  formed  the  alternate  subjects  of  discourse  and 
praise.  In  return,  Mr:  L.  and  myself  dined  with  our 
guest.  He  had  pr^iared  an  ^tmdant  dinner^  and  a 
Very  select  sbciky :  but  although  there  was  no  wand^ 
as  in  the  case  of  Sancho  Panza/to  charm  away  the 
dishes,  &c.  oi*  to  interdict  the  tasting  of  them,  y^  it 
was  scarcely  possible  to  partake  of  one  in  four . .  so 
unmercifolly  were  they  steeped  and  buried  in  butter. 
Among  various  vegetables  was  a  dish  of  ^'  pommes  d^ 
terre,  k  la  mode  Angloise.** — professed  so  to  be— but 
utterly  untouchable.  They  were  almost  floating  in 
tiie  liquified  produce  of  the  dairy.  However  there 
was  an  excellent  course  of  pastry ;  and,  better  than 
all  the  wines,  was  the  society  whlih  encircled  the 
table.  The  principal  topic  of  discourse  was  the  me- 
rits of  the  poets  of  the  respective  countries  of  France 
and  England,  from  which  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  Pope,  Thomson,  and  Young,  are  among  the  great- 
est fietvourites  with  the  French.  The  white  brandy  of 
Pierre-Aim6  Lair,  introduced  after  dinner,  is  hardly  to 
be  described  for  its  strength  and  pungency.  ^'  Voos 
n*avez  rien  comme  ga  chez  vous  ?**  ^^  Ma  foi  je  le  crois 
bien ;  c'est  la  lique&ction  mSme  du  feu.**  We  broke 
up  before  eight ;  each  retiring  to  his  respective  avoca- 
tions— but  we  did  hot  dine  till  five.  I  borrowed,  how- 
ever, ^^  an  hour  or  twain**  of  the  evening,  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  company,  to  enjoy  the  mdre  particular 
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conversation  of  onr  host  r  s^nd  the  more  I  saw  and 
conversed  with  him^  the  greater  was  my  gratification. 
At  partings  he  loaded  me  with  a  pile  of  pamphlets,  of 
all  sizes,  of  his  own  publication;  and  I  ventured  to 
predict  to  him  that  he  would  terminate  his  multifa* 
rious  labours  by  settling  into  consolidated  Biblioma- 
NiAciSM.  ^^  On  pent  faire  pire!'* — was  his  reply — on 
shaking  hands  with  me,  and  telling  me  he  should  cer- 
tainly meet  me  again  at  Bc^eux,  in  my  progress 
through  Normandy.  My  acquaintance  and  walks 
with  this  amiable  man  seemed  to  be  my  security  from 
insults  in  the  streets.  But  I  must  absolutely  now  have 
done  with  him :  delightful  as  it  is  to  tUnk  upon,  and 
to  record,  acts  of  friendliness  and  liberality  in  a  fo- 
reign land. 

Education,  here  commences  early,  and  with  incite- 
ments as  alluring  as  at  Rouen.  Poisson  in  the  Rue 
Proide  is  the  principal — and  indeed  a  very  excellent — 
printer ;  but  Bonnbsbrrb,  in  the  same  street,  has  put 
forth  a  vastly  pretty  manual  of  infantine  devotion,  in 
a  brochure  of  eight  pages,  of  which  I  send  you  the 
first,  and  which,  you  may  compare  with  1^  specimen 
transmitted  in  a  former  letter**  ,  ^ , 


*  See  page  ld7>  ante. 
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VOraison  dominicale. 

A  T  E  R  nos- 


ter,  qui  es  in 


Chalopin,  in  the  Rue-Froide-Ruej  has  recently  pub- 
lished a  most  curious  little  manual,  in  the  cursive  se- 
cretary gothic,  entitled  '^  La  Civility  honnite  pour  les 
EnfanSy  qui  commence  par  la  m^miere  iTapprendre  et 
bien  lire,  prononcer  et  ^crire''    I  call  it  **  curious/*  be- 
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CUM  Ibe  i^ry  first  initial  letter  of  the  t^t,  r^resent- 
hkg  C,  introduces  us  to  the  Mzarrerie  of  the  early  part 
of  the  xTith  century  in  treatises  of  a  similar  character. 
Take  this  first  letter^  with  a  specimen  also  of  those  t6 
which  it  appertains. 


fli 


^fMj  qui 


This  work  is  full  of  the  old  fashioned  (and  not  a  bit 
the  worse  on  that  account)  precepts  of  the  same  pe- 
riod ;  such  as  we  see  in  the  various  versions  of  the 
"  De  Moribus  Juvenum,"  of  which  the  ^^  Contjenance 
de  la  Table,''  in  the  French  language^  is  probably  the 
inost  popular.  It  is  executed  throughout  in  the  same 
small  and  smudged  gothic  character ;  and^  as  I  con- 
ceive^  can  have  few  purchasers.  The  printers  of  Caen 
must  not  be  dismissed  without  respectful  mention  of 
the  typographical  talents  of  Lb  Roy  ;  who  ranks  after 
Poisson.  Let  both  these  be  considered  as  the  Buhner 
and  Bensley  of  the  place. 

But  amoDg  these  venders  of  infantine  literature^  or 
of  cheap  popular  pieces^  there  is  no  man  who  ^^  drives 
such  a  trade*'  as  Picard*Guerin^  Imprimeur  en  taiUe- 
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49uce  et  Fabricmt  iFImage*^^  who  Ihres  in  the  ibie  de$ 
^ewtyriersy  n^.  175.  I  paid  him  moiie  than  one.yisit  $ 
M,  from  his  ^^  fieibrioation/'  issue, the  thousands  and 
4«w  of  thausands  of  broadsides^  chap-books, /&c..&o. 
which  inundate  Lower  Normandy.  You  give  from*  one 
to  three  sous,  according  as  the  subject  be  simple  or 
compound,  upon  wood  or  upon  copper: — Saints,  mar- 
tjrrs,  and  scriptural  subjects ;  or  heroes,  chieftfdns,  and 
monarchs^  including  the  Duke  of  Wellmgton  and  Louis 
XVIII.  le  D^sir^— are  among  the  tailie-douces  speci- 
fied in  the  imprints.  Madame  did,  me.  the  honour  of 
shewing  me  some  of  her  choicest  treasures,  as  her  hus- 
band was  from  home.  Up  stairs  was  a  parcel  of  mirthful 
boys  and  girls,  with  painting  brushes  in  their  hands,  and 
saucers  of  various  colours  before  them.  Upon  enquiry, 
I  found  that  they  received  four  sous  per  dozen,  for  co- 
louring ;  but  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say  that  they 
were  over  or  under  paid — of  so  equivocal  a  character 
were  their  performances.  Only  I  hoped  to  be  excused  if 
I  preferred  the  plain  to  the  coloured.  In  a  foreign  coun- 
try^ our  notice  is  attracted  towards  things  perhaps  the 
most  mean  and  minute.  With  this  feeling,  I  examined 
carefully  what  was  put  before  me,  and  made  a  selection 
sufficient  to  shew  that  it  was  the  produce  of  French  soil. 
Among  the  serious  subjects,  were  two  to  which  I  paid 
particular  attention.  The  one  was  a  metrical  cantique 
of  the  Prodigal  Son,  with  six  wood  cuts  above  the  text, 
eidiibiting  the  leading  points  of  the  Gospel-narrative. 
I  will  cut  out  and  send  you  the  second  of  these  six :  in 
which  you  will  clearly  perceive  the  military  turn  which 
seems  to  prevml  throughout  France  in  things  the  most 
minute;   The  Prodigal  is  about  to  mount  his  horse  and 
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leave  his  fiither^s  house,  in  the  cloke  aod  oock'd  hat  of 
a  Fmch  officer. 


The  fourth  of  these  cuts  is  droll  enough.  It  is  entitled, 
"  V Enfant  Prodigue  est  chassS  par  ses  maUresses.** 
The  expulsion  consists  in  the  women  driving  him  out 
of  doors  with  besoms  and  hair-brooms.  It  is  very  pro- 
bable, however,  that  all  this  character  of  absurdity 
attaches  to  some  of  our  own  representations  of  the 
same  subject;  if,  instead  of  examining  (as  in  Pope^s 
time) 

• ...  the  walls  of  Bedlam  and  Soho. 

we  take  a  survey  of  the  graphic  broadsides  which 
dangle  firom  strings  upon  the  wall  at  Hyde  Park 
Comer. 

Another  subject  of  a  serious  character,  which  I  am 
about  to  describe  to  you,  can  rarely,  in  all  probability. 
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be  tlie  prodBCtiaii  of  a  London  artist.  It  is  odled 
"  Notre-Dame  de  la  bonne  D^livrande,*'  and  is  neces- 
sarily confined  to  the  religion  of  the  country.  You 
have  here,  first  of  all,  a  reduced  form  of  the  original: 
probably  about  one-third — and  it  is  the  more  appro- 
priate, as  it  will  serve  to  give  you  a  very  correct  notion 
of  the  dressing  out  of  the  figures  of  the  Virgin  and 
Child  which  are  meant  to  grace  the  altars  of  the 
chapels  of  the  Virgin  in  most  of  the  churches  in  Nor- 
mandy. 
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To^  describe  all  flie  trumpery  wlHcfa  is  immediately 
around  it,  in  the  original,  wotdd  be  a  waste  of  time ; 
but  below  are  two  good  figures  to  the  right,  and  two 
tn-etched  ones  to  the  left.  Beneath  the  whole,  is  the 
following  accredited  consoling  piece  of  intelligence : 

ii*  AN  830^  des  Barbares  descendent  dans  les  GtmleB,  masiacrent  Zet 
fWtes,  profanent  et  brtllent  les  Eglises.  Raoul^  Due  de  N&rmandie,  se 
Joint  ^  eux:  V image  de  la  Ste.-Vierge  demeure  enseoelie  sous  les  rwnes  dm 
Handenne  dhapelle  jusqu*au  rhgne  de  Henri  L  Van  1331.  Beaudauin,  • 
Baron  de  Douvres,  averti  par  son  berger  qu*un  mouton  de  son  troupeau 
fouiUait  toujours  dans  le  m^ne  endroit,  fit  ouvrir  la  terre,  et  trouva  ce 
irhor  cachi  depuis  tant  dannies,  II  fit  porter  processionnellement  cette 
sainte  image  dans  VEgUse  de  Douvres :  mais  Dieu  permit  qu*eUe  fut 
transport4e  par  un  Ange  dans  V  endroit  de  la  chapelle  oH  eUe  est  mamter 
natU  rh6r4e,  C*est  dans  eette  chapelle  que,  par  rintercession  de  Marie, 
les  p4cheurs  regotvent  leur  conversion,  les  afflig4s  leur  consolation,  les  m- 
firmes  la  sant4,  les  captifs  leur  ddivrance,  que  ceux  qui  sont  en  met 
ichappent  aux  temp^tes  et  au  naufrage,  et  que  des  miracles  s^ophrent 
joumellement  sur  les  pieux  Fiddles, 

A  word  next  for  Bibliopolists — including  Boti- 
quinistes,  or  venders  of  "  old  and  second-hand  books.'* 
The  very  morning  following  my  arrival  in  Caen,  I 
walked  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen,  before  break^t, 
and  in  the  way  thither  stopped  at  a  book  stall,  to  the 
right,  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  "  Place"  before 
'the  said  abbey — and  purchased  some  black  letter 
folios:  among  which  the  French  version  of  Caesar's 
Commentaries y  printed  by  Verard,  in  1488,  was  the 
most  desirable  acquisition.  It  is  reserved  for  Lord 
Spencer's  library ;»  at  a  price  which,  freight  and  duty 

*  for  Lord  Spencer's  Library,'] — and  is  described  in  the  3d  vbL  of 
the  J&DES  Althobpianjs  ;  fbiming  the  Supplement  to  the  Biblio- 
THBCA  Spbii6sbuma  :  see  page  94. 
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kiolnded^  caimot  reach  tlM'  sum  of  twelve  shiiHiigB  of 
oar  money.  I  carried  it  home,  triumphantly  beneath' 
my  arm,  wishing^  however,  it  had  beca  in  a  little 
more  desirable  condition.  Of  venders  of  second 
hand  and  old  books,  the  elder  and  younger  Ma« 
Nou&Y  take  a  decisive  lead.  The  former^  lives  in  the 
Rue  Fnride ;  the  latter  in  the  Rne  Noire  Dame.  The 
flither  boasts  of  having  upwards  of  thirty  thowand 
volumes,  and  is  tolerably  knowing  in  the  '^  arte  and 
crafte''  of  vendition.  But  I  much  doubt  whether  his 
stock  amount  to  one  half  of  the  number  just  mention- 
ed. He  asked  me  two  Umis  iar  for  a  copy  of  the 
VaudeiAtts  o/^Olfvibr  Basselin^  which  is  a  modem, 
but  privately  printed,  volume ;  and  of  whicih  I  hope  to 
give  you  some  amusing  particulars  anon.  He  also  told 
me  that  he  had  formerly  sold  a  paper  copy  of  FasS$ 
Bible  of  1462,  with  many  of  the  illuminated  initials 
cut  out,  to  the  library  of  the  Arsenal,  at  Paris,  for  100 
louis  dW.  I  only  know  that,  if  I  had  bera  librarian, 
he  diould  not  have  had  one  half  the  moaesj.  It  i^^  ra- 
ther singular  that,  both  here  and  at  Ronen,  I  have  not 
found  a  enngle  coj^  of  the  Anglka  Nermanica  of 
Du  Chesne:  nor  indeed  does  Manoury  the  elder  pos* 
sess  liny  stock  of  v^idible  volumes  in  the  way  of  lite- 
rature or  antiquities,  either  in  the  French  or  in  the 
Latin  language. 

Now  for  Manoury  the  younger.  Old  and  young  are 
comparative  terms :  for  be  it  known  that  the  son  is 
^^  ag^  de  soixante  ans."  Over  his  door  yon  read  an 
ancient  inscription,  thus : 

^^  Battu,  percd^  Ui,  Je  veux  changer  demam^^ 
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This  implieg  eitlmr  <fike  Aladdin's  did  iBLa^6  fov  tte^) 
that  he  wishes  to  give  new  bodes  in  exchange  fot  oM 
ones,  or  that  he  can  smarten  np  old  ones  by  binding  or 
otherwise,  and  give  them  a  -  renovated  appearand/ 
But  the  solution  is  immaterial : ,  the  inscription  beSngf 
as  above.  Hie  interior  of  the  younger  Manohry'ii 
book  repository  almost  appalled  me.  His  front  shop^ 
aaid  a  eorridore  communicating  With  the  back  part^of 
the  boose,  are  rank  with  moisture ;  and  his  'books  are 
consequently  rotting*  apace.  Upon  my  making  ael 
pitiable  a  statement  as  I  was  able  of  this  melancholy 
state  of  things — and  pleading  with  all  my  energies 
against  the  inevitable  destruction  which  threatened  the 
iMBt  Mtof — the  obdurate  bibliopdlist  displayed  not  one 
scin^Uation  of  sympathy.  He  was  absolutdly  indif- 
ferent to  the  whole  concern.  In  the  back  parlour,  al-^ 
most  impervious  to  dayJight,  his  daughter,  and  a  stout 
and  handsome  bourgeoise,  with  rather  an  unusnally 
elevated  cauchoise,  were  regaling  themselves  with 
soup  and  hefbs  at  dinner.  I  hurried  through^  in  my 
wmy  to  the  upper  regions,  with  apologies  fi>F  the  intru- 
sion ;  but  was  told  that  none  were  necessary— that  I 
might  go  where,  and  stay  as  long,  as  I  pleased ;  and 
that  Bxk  explanation  would  be  given  to  any  interroga- 
tory in  the  way  of  business.  I  expressed  my  obliga- 
tions for  such  civility ;  and  gaining  an  upper  room,  l^ 
the  help  of  a  chair,  made  a  survey  of  its  contents^ 
What  piles  of  interminable  rublHShI  I  selected,  as 
the  only  rational  or  desirable  volume — ^half  rotted' 
with  moisture— £e/(m'^  Marine  FUhes,  1561,  4to;  and 
placing  six '  francs  (the  price  demanded)  upon  the 
table^  hurried  back,  through  this  sable  and  dismal  tor* 
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^toryy  vnth  a  -gort'  6f  ptied^tucy  amoimtnig*  fil 
horrotir.  What  struck  me,  as  prodactive  of  a  very 
extraordhiaiy  effect — (like  tbe  light  p<mring  through 
an  artificial  aperture  in  one  of  Rembrandt*s  pie^ 
tures — thereby  giving  a  radiant  magic  to  the  whole} 
was  the  cheerfulness  and  gaiety  de  cosur  of  these  fe^ 
males^  in  the  midst  of  this  r^on  of  darkntes  and  de-^ 
Bolation.  Manoury  told  me  that  the  Revolutioa  had 
deprived  him  of  the  opportunity  of  having  the  finest 
bookselling  stock  in  France !  His  own  cai^lessness 
and  utter  apathy  are  likely  to  prove  yet  more  destrad^^ 
tive  enemies. 

But  let  us  touch  a  more  ^^  spirit-gftining*'  chord  in  the 
book  theme.  Let  us  leave  the  Bouqidniste  for  the 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY :  and  I  invite  you  most  earnestly  to 
accompany  me  thither,  and  to  hear  matters  of  Qspedal 
import.  This  library  occupies  the  upper  part  of  a  fine 
l^ge  stone  building,  devoted  to  the  public  c^cet  ^ 
government.  The  plan  of  the  library  is  raceediiigly 
striking ;  in  tbe  shape  of  a^  cross.  It  measures  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  by  eighty,  FVench  feet ;  and 
is  supposed,  apparently  with  justice,  to  contain  20J0QO 
volumes.  It  is  proportionably  wide  and  lofty.  M.  Hu- 
bert is  the  present  chief  librarian,  having  succeeded 
the  late  M.  Moysant,  his  uncle.  Of  this  latter  presently. 
Among  the  more  eminent  benefactors  and  Biblioma- 
niacs, attached  to  this  library,  the  name  of  FRANgeid 
Mar^tin  is  singularly  conspicuous.  He  was,  from  all 
accounts,  and  especially  from  the  information  of  M. 
Hubert,  one  of  the  most  raving  of  book-madmen :  but 
he  displayed,  withal,  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  libertility 
towftrds  tus :  favourite  e^jtabUshment  at  €aen,  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CAEN.  329 

eoald  not  be  easily  shaken  or  subdued.  He  was  also  a 
man  of  letters,  and  evinced  that  most  commendable  of 
all  literary  propensities — a  love  of  the  Litbrature  of 
HIS  Country.  He  amassed  a  very  large  collection  of 
bQ<d(S,  which  was  cruelly  pillaged  during  the  Revolu* 
tion;  but  the  public  library  became  possessed  of  a 
great  number  of  them.  In  those  volumes,  formerly 
belonging  to  him,  which  are  now  seen,  is  the  following 
printed  inscription : "  Franciscus  Martin ^  Doctor  Theo- 
Jogus  Parisiensisy  comparavit.  Oretur  pro  co.**  He 
was  head  of  the  convent  of  Cordeliers,  and  Prefect  of 
the  Province:  but  his  mode  of  collecting  was  not  ex- 
actly that  which  a  public  magistrate  could  call  legiti-^ 
mate.  He  sought  books  everywhere;  and  when  he 
could  not  buy  them,  or  obtiun  them  by  fair  means,  he 
would  steal  them,  and  carry  them  home  in  the  sleeves 
of  his  ^ownl  He  flourished  about  a  century  ago; 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  all  the  best  conditioned 
books  in  the  library  belonged  to  this  magisterial  book- 
robber.  Among  them  I  noted  down  with  singular  sa- 
tisfaction the  Aldine  edition  of  Stephanie  de  Urbibtis, 
1502,  foBo — ^in  its  old  vellum  binding : — seemly  to  the 
eye,  and  comfortable  to  the  touch.  Nor  did  his  copy 
of  the  Repertorium  Statutorum  Ordinis  Cartusiensis, 
printed  by  Amerhachy  at  Easily  in  a  glorious  gdthic 
character,  1610,  folio,  escape  my  especial  notice— more 
than  the  same  Bibliomaniac^s  beautiful  copy  of  the 
Mentx  Herhaly  of  1484,  in  4to. 

But  the  obliquities  of  Martin  assume  a  less  formi- 
dable aspect,  when  we  contemplate  a  noble  work, 
which  he  not  only  projected,  but  left  behind  ready  for 
publication.    It  is  thus  entitled :  Athenae  Normanno- 

VOL.  I.  u 
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rum  veteres  ac  recentes,  seu  syllabus  Auctorum  qfn 
miundi  k  Normanfda^  Sgc.  It  consists  of  one  volume, 
in  MS.,  having  the  authority  of  government  to  publii^ 
it,  prefixed.  There  is  a  short  Latin  preface,  by  Martin, 
followed  by  two  pages  of  Latin  verses  banning  thus : 
In  Auctorum  Normanicorum  SyUahum. 
Prolusio  metrica. 

En  Syllabus  prodit  paUan 

Contextus  arte  sedula 

Ex  LitteratoB  Neustrice 

Auctoribus  celebribus. 

Why  this  work  has  not  been  taken  up  and  published 
by  the  Academy  of  Caen,  seems  rather  strange — ^if  they 
possess  the  pecuniary  means  of  bringing  it  to  light. 
But  the  "  Satumia  regna,"  should  they  ever  "  return** 
to  France,  may  give  animation  to  this  inactivity,  and 
pour  a  little  gold  into  the  emptied  coffers  of  the  trea- 
^  sury.  Among  the  men,  the  memories  of  whom  throw 
a  lustre  upon  Caen,*  was  the  famous  Samuel  Bochart  ; 
at  once  a  botanist,  a  scholar,  and  a  critic  of  distin- 
guished celebrity.  He  was  a  native  of  this  place^  and 
his  books  (many  of  them  replete  with  valuable  ms. 
notes)  are  among  the  chief  treasures  of  the  public  li- 
brary. Indbed  there  is  a  distinct  catalogue  of  them, 
and  the  funds  left  by  their  illustrious  owner  form  the 

*  the  memories  qfwhom  throw  a  lustre  upon  Caen,'] — Goube,  in  his 
Histoire  du  Duchi  de  Normandie,  181 5«  8to.  has  devoted  upwards  of 
thirty  pages  to  an  enumeration  of  these  worthies;  vol.iii.  p.  295.  But 
iii  HueesOriginesde  la  FUle  de  Caen;  p.  491-65S,  there  will  be  fbulfal 
mliidi'iBore  eopious  and  satisfoctory  details. 
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principal  snpport  of  the  library  establishment.  Bo* 
chart's  portrait^  with  those  of  many  other  benefactors 
to  the  library*^  adorns  the  walls ;  suspended  above  the 


*  wUh  those  of  many  otJier  benefactors  to  the  ^6rary.]— M.  Hubert 
was  so  obliging  as  to  favour  me  with  a  list  of  these  portraits;  which 
may  probably  be  gratifying  to  the  curious : 

Bbrtand^  Jean^  Ev^ue  de  Siez,  n6  k  Caen^  en  1552. 

BocHART,  Samuel>  Minlstre  Protestant^  k  Caen«  n^  k  Rouen. 

Blovbtj  de  Camilly^  Vice-Amiral^  n^  k  Rouen. 

BLomrr  de  Camilly,  Arch^v^ue  de  Bouiges. 

BuQUBT^  Premiere  Biblioth^caire  de  1*  University  en  1736. 

Catbagnbs^  Jacques^  Professeur  en  M^edne,  n^k  Caen*  en  1566. 

Cayblibb^  Antoine,  imprlmeur  k  Caen. 

Db  Collbvillb>  fils  de  Bochart. 

CouTVRB^  J.  Baptiste^  Recteur  de  TUniyersit^^  Paris^  n^  k  Langrune> 

pths  Caen.    Peint  en  habit  de  Recteur. 
Cbbybl^  Professeur  en  Droits  n^  k  Ua,  pr^  Caen^  en  1692.    Peint  en 

habit  de  Recteur  de  TUniv.  de  Caen. 
EuDB8>  Jean^  Fondateur  de  la  Congregation  des  Eudistes,  n^  en  1601. 
Flbury^  (Le  Cardinal  de,)  Abb^  de  St.  Etienne  de  Caen. 
OoNFBBY^  Professeur  en  Droit,  k  Caen. 
Halley,  Antoine,  Professeur  d*Eloquencek  Caen. 
HvBT,  Pftrre  Daniel,  n^  k  Caen,  en  1630. 
Db  la  Londb,  Ing^nieur,  n6  k  Caen,  en  1689. 
Db  LmrNES,  Ev^que  de  Bayeux. 
Macb',  Astronorae,  n6  k  Caen,  en  1586. 
Malhbkbe,  Fran9ois,  PoSte,  n^  k  Caen,  en  1555. 
Lb  Maistre  db  Saviony,  Jacques,  Recteur  de  rUniversit^. 
MoYSAMT>  Francois,  Professeur  et  Biblioth^caire  de  la  Ville. 
Jjm  NfetJF  DE  MoNTBNAY,  Abb6  de  Ste.  G^n^^ve^  k  Pftris. 
Pobb'b,  J^suite. 

PosTBL,  Guillaume,  Professeur  en  Mddedne. 
pYBRaoM,  Chiillaume,  Professeur  eai  Droit. 
Sborais,  de  rAcad^mie  Fran^aise,  n€  k  Caen. 
Lb  Sbnb  de  Mons,  de  TAcad^nie  de  Caen. 
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hooks :  affording  a  very  agreeable  ooiip  d^oetl.  liideed 
the  principal  diyision  of  the  library^  the  fdrther  end  of 
vMeh  commands  a  pleasant  prospect,  is  worthy  of  an 
establishment  belonging  to  the  capital  of  an  empire. 
The  kindness  of  M.  Hubert,  and  of  his  assistant,  render- 
ed my  frequent  sojoumings  therein  yet  more  delectable. 
But  I  have  promised  (before  we  come  to  notice  a  few 
of  the  books  seriatim)  to  give  you  some  account  of  M» 
MoYs  ANT,  the  late  principal  librarian,  and  uncle  of  the 
present.  His  portrait  is  among  the  pictured  orna- 
ments of  the  chief  room.  The  nephew  has  favoured 
me  with  a  copy  or  two  of  the  "  Notice  Historique** 
upon  the  uncle— composed  by  himself,  and  read  at  a 
public  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Science,  Art,  and 
Belles-Lettres  at  Caen,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1814« 
From  this  you  are  to  learn  that  Francis  Moysant  was 
born  in  1735,  at  the  village  of  Audrieu,  near  Caen. 
Though  he  was  of  a  large  stature,  his  lungs  were  feeble, 
and  his  constitution  delicate.  At  the  age  of  nineteen, 
he  was  appointed  professor  of  grammar  and  rhetoric  in 
the  college  of  Lisieux.  He  then  went  to  Pfeuis,  and 
studied  under  Beau  and  Batteux ;  when,  implying 
himself  more  particularly  to  the  profession  of  physic, 
he  returned  to  Caen,  in  his  thirtieth  year,  and  put  ou 
the  cap  of  Doctor  of  medicine  ;  but  he  wanted  either 
nerves  or  stamina  for  the  successful  exercise  of  his  prcv 
fession.  He  had  cmred  a  patient,  after  painful  and  la- 
borious attention,  of  a  very  serious  illness ;  but  his^  pa- 


Tanvboui  lb  FsYfiB,  n6  k  Caen>  en  1647,  p^  de  Mde.  Dader. 
VARieMoir^  Rerre,  Math&naUdefi^  n^  k  Caen,  en  1654. 
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tient  chose  to  take  fiberties  too  soon  with' his  conva- 
lesoent  state.    He  was  imprudent :  had  a  relapse;  and 
was  hurried  to  his  grave.    Moysant  took  it  seriously 
to  hearty  and  gave  up  his  business  in  precipitancy  and 
disgust.    In  fiEict,  he  was  of  too  sanguine  and  irritable 
a  temperament  for  the  display  of  that  cool,  cautious^ 
and  patient  conduct,  which  it  behoveth  all  young  phy- 
mdans  to  adopt,  ere  they  can  possibly  hope  to  attmn 
the  honours  or  the  wealth  of  the  BaiUies  and  Halfords 
of  the  day !  Our  Moysant  returned  to  the  study  of  his 
bdoved  belles-lettres.    At  that  moment,  luckily,  the 
Society  of  the  Jesuits  was  suppressed;  and  he  was 
called  by  the  King^  in  1763,  to  fill  the  chair  of  Rhe- 
toric in  one  of  the  finest  establishments  of  that  body 
at  Caen.    He  afterwards  successively  became  per* 
petual  Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture.    He  was  next 
dubbed  by  the  University,  Dean  of  the  faculty  of  arti^ 
.and  was  selected  to  pronounce  the  public  oration  upon 
the  marriage  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  with  Marie 
Antoinette.    He  was  now  a  marked  and  distinguished 
public  character.    The  situation  of  Public  Librarian 
.was  only  wanting  to  render  his  reputation  complete, 
and  that  he  instantly  obtained  upon  the  death  of  his 
predecessor.    With  these  occupations,  he  united  that 
of  instructing  the  English  (who  were  always  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  Caen,)  in  the  French  language ;  and 
he  obtained,  in  return,  from  some  of  his  adult  pupils, 
a  pretty  good  notion  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  Old 
England. 

The  Revolution  now  came  on :  when,  like  many  of 
his  respectable  brethren,  he  hailed  it  at  first  as  the  har- 
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binger  of  national  reformation  and  prosperity.  But  he 
had  soon  reason  to  find  that  he  had  be^i  (tecdved. 
However,  in  the  fervour  of  the  moment,  and  upon  the 
suppression  of  the  monastic  and  other  public  libraries, 
he  received  a  very  wide  and  unqualified  commission  to 
search  all  the  libraries  in  the  department  of  Calvados^ 
and  to  bring  home  to  Caen  all  the  treasures  he  m^t 
discover.  He  set  forth  upon  this  mission  with  truly 
public  spirited  ideas :  resolving  (says  his  nephew)  to 
do  for  Normandy  what  Dugdale  and  Dodsworth  had 
done  for  England — and  a  Monasticum  Neustriacum 
was  the  commendable  object  of  his  ambition.  He  pro* 
mised  much,  and  perhaps  did  more  than  he  promised. 
His  curious  collection  (exclusively  of  the  cart4oads  of 
books  which  were  sent  to  Caen)  was  shewn  to  his 
countrymen ;  but  the  guillotine  was  now  the  order  oi 
the  day — ^when  Moysant  ^  resolved  to  visit  England, 
and  submit  to  the  English  nobility  the  plan  of  his  work> 
as  that  nation  always  attached  importance  to  the  pre^ 
servation  of  the  monuments,  or  literary  materials,  of 
the  middle  ages.** — He  knew  (continues  the  nephew) 
how  proud  the  English  were  of  their  descent  from  the 
Norman  nobles,  and  it  was  only  to  put  them  in  pos- 
session of  the  means  of  preserving  the  unquestionable 
proofe  of  their  origin.  Moysant  accordingly  came 
over  with  his  wife,  and  they  were  both  quickly  declared 
emigrants;  their  return  was  interdicted;  and  our 
bibliomaniac  learnt,  with  heart-rending  regret,  that 
they  had  resolved  upon  the  sale  of  the  national  pro- 
perty in  France.  He  was  therefore  to  live  by  his  wits^; 
having  spiritedly  declined  all  olBfer  of  assistance  from 
the  English  government.    In  this  dilenuna  he  pub- 
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Ifahed  a  work  entitled  ''  BihliothiqUe  des  Ecrwains 
FroHcais,  ou  choix  desmeiUeurs  morceaux  en  prose  et 
en  vers,  extraits  de  leurs  otmrages^ — a  coUectioQj 
which  was  formed  with  judgment,  and  which  was 
attended  with  complete  success.  The  first  edition  was 
in  four  octavo  volumes,  in  1800 ;  the  second^  in  six 
volumes  1803 ;  a  third  edition,  I  think,  followed,  with 
a  pocket  dictionary  of  the  English  and  French  lan«* 
goages.  It  was  duriog  his  stay  amongst  us  that  he 
was  deservedly  admitted  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries ;  but  he  bad  returned  to  France  in  1802^ 
before  the  appearance  of  the  second  edition  of  his 
Bibliathique ;  and  hawk-like,  soaring  or  sailing  in 
suspense  between  the  book-atmospheres  of  Paris  and 
Caen,  he  settled  wittiin  the  latter  place — and  again 
perched  himself  (at  the  united  call  of  his  townsmen) 
upon  the  chair  destined  for  the  Public  Librarian  ! 
Up  to  this  moment,  or  rather  till  just  before  the  return 
of  Moysant,  the  public  libraiy  could  not  boast  of  a  fine 
locale.*  A  portion  of  the  present  building,  called  les 
Batimens  de  la  Mairiey  was  accordingly  devoted  to  its 
reception ;  the  books  having  been  formally  declared 
^^  the  property  of  the  town" — and  not,  as  before,  of  the 
University.  It  was  to  give  order,  method,  and  freedom 
of  access,  to  the  enormous  mass  of  books,  which  the 
dissolution  of  the  monastic  libraries  had  caused  to  be 
accumulated  at  Caen,  that  Moysant  and  his  colleagues 
now  devoted  themselves  with  an  assiduity  as  hen»c  as 

•  In  Ducorel^s  time^  it  was  a  handsome  regular  buildings  tolerably 
well  furnished  with  books,  and  was  kept  open  for  the  public  two  days 
in  every  week. — Angh-Nwrnan  JntiquUies,  p.  70, 
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it  was  umnterinittiDg.  But  the  health  ofonr.generafis* 
simo,  which  had  been  impaired  dnring  his  residence  ia 
England,  began  to  give  way  beneath  sach  a  pressure 
of  fetigue  and  anxiety.  Yet  it  pleased  Providence  to 
prolong  his  life  till  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1813 1 
When  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  viewing  his  folios; 
quartos,  octavos,  and  duodecimos,  arranged  in  r^;nlar 
succession,  and  fiEtir  array — ^when  his  work  was  honestly 
done — and  when  ftitare  visitors  had  only  to  stretdi 
forth  their  hands  and  gather  the  fruit  which  he  had^ 
placed  within  their  reach.  His  death  (we  are  toid) 
was  gentle,  and  like  unto  sleep.  Religion  had  con^ 
soled  him  in  his  latter  moments;  and  after  having 
reposed  upon  its  efficacy,  he  waited  with  perfisct 
composure  for  the  breathing  of  his  last  sigh.  Lict  the 
words  of  his  nephew  tell  the  rest  ;*  and  meanwhile, 

*  **  M.  Mojgant  avail  une  conyereation  douce^  instructive^  et  eo 
xn^me  temps  amusante  par  le  grand  nombre  d*anecdotes  qu*il  racon- 
tait  d*un  ton  qui  lui  ^tait  propre>  et  qui  y  ajoutait  encore  un  d^r^  d*in« 
t^r^t ;  sa  correspondance  ^tait  ti^^tendue>  et  son  extreme  complain 
sance  lui  faisait  faire  volontiers  les  recherches  qui  lui  ^taient  demandfat, 

"  Toujours  pret  k  fiure  part  des  connoissances  qu*il  avail  acquiset 
par  ses  travaux^  il  pensa  totiyoura  que  les  services  qu*il  rendait  avec 
plaisir  ^taient  une  des  obligations  de  la  place  qu*il  occupait^  et  si  M. 
Barbier,  auteurdudictionnaire  des  ouvrages  anonymes>  etM.Henniker> 
auteur  dun  ouvrage  en  Anglais  sur  les  briques  armori^es  de  TAbbaye 
St.  Etienne  de  Caen,  n*eussent  consign^  son  nom  dans  leors  ouvrages^ 
On  ignorerait  les  obligations  qu*ils  lui  ont»  et  qu*il8  se  sont  pin  k  feire 
oonnattre ;  il  a  revu  et  corrig^  deux  Mtions  du  Dictionnaire  des  Grands 
Honunes  qui  lui  doit  plus  d*un  volume  d*augmentation. 

''  Les  diffi^rens  emplois  queM.  Moysantarempliset  seautres  travaux 
lui  ont  assign^  un  rang  honorable  parmi  les  hommes  instruits :  sa  m^- 
moire  vivra  encore  long-temps  dans  une  portion  de  la  soci6t^  ^tran- 
g^re  k  sa  reputation  litt^raire^  et  c'est  k  une  des  plus  befles  quaHt^ 
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let  the  name  of  Moysant  be  mentioned  li4th  tbebijbm 
omaniacal  honours  which  are  doubtless  its  due ! . . 

From  Librarians  revert  we  to  books :  to  the  hook& 
in  the  public  library  of  Caen.  The  oldest  printed^ 
yolome  contained  in  it^  and  which  had  been  bound  witi^ 
a  MS,  on  the  supposition  of  its  being  a  manuscript 
also,  is  Numeister's  impression  of  Aretin  de  BellQ 
aduersus  Gotkos,  1470,  folio ;  the  first  book  from  the 
press  of  the  printer.  I  undeceived  M.  Hubert,  who 
had  supposed  it  to  be  a  l^S.  The  lettering  is  covered 
with  horn,  and  the  book  is  bound  in  boards ;  "  aU  pro^ 
per.*'  The  oldest  LcUin  Bible  they  possess,  is  of  the 
date  of  1485 ;  but  there  is  preserved  one  volume  of 
Sweynheym  and  Pannartz's  impression  of  De  Lyrds 
Commentary  upon  the  Bible y  of  the  date  of  1471-2, 
which  luckily  contains  the  list  of  books  printed  by 
those  printers  in  their  memorable  supplicatory  letter  to 

qui  &8sent  honneur  au  cceur  humain^  c*est  au  d^ir  de  se  rendre  ntQe 
am  malheureux  qu*il  doit  le  souvenir  qu*ils  conserveront  des  services 
qu*il  leur  a  rendus :  ses  connoissances  litt^raires  Tavaient  mis  de  bonne 
heure  en  relation  avec  les  personnes  les  plus  distingu^cs  de  la  Ville  et 
de  la  Province^  par  leur  rang  ou  leur  fortune;  plus  tard  ses^^ves 
iremplissaient  les  premiers  emplois  dans  les  administrations  et  la  ma^ 
gistrature;  11  se  servit  de  Tacc^  qu'il  avait  aupi^  d'eux  pour  leur 
pmter  ks  reclamations  de  ceux  qui  g^missaient  dans  Tinfortune^  ou 
qui  avaient  des  graces  k  demander;  il  ^tait  si  naturellement  compa- 
tissant^  qu*il  s*occupa  toute  sa  vie  des  malheureux,  et  qu*il  d^ploya 
dans  tons  les  instans  la  plus  grande  activity  pour  leur  rendre  service. 

"  M.  Moysant  s'^tait  mari^  5  et  une  union  qui  a  dur^  quarante-trois 
ans>  lui  avait  fait  gouter  tons  les  charmes  du  bonheur  domestique ;  il 
fiit  cependant  trouble  par  la  mort  de  son  fils  imique :  le  temps  ,seul 
put  affiedblir  sa  douleur,  le  temps  seul  consolera  T^pouse  qui  lui 
survit;'  ' 
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I^^pe  l^tiis  IV.  The  eaiiiest  Latin  Classic  i^pears  to 
be  the  Juvenal  of  1474^  with  the  Commentary  of  Cal* 
derinus,  printed  at  Rome ;  unless  a  dateless  impress 
sion  of  Lucauy  in  the  earliest  type  of  Gering,  with  the 
yerses  placed  at  a  considerable  distance  from  each 
other^  claim  chronolc^cal  precedence.  There  is  also 
a  Falerius  Maximus  of  1475,  by  Csesaris  and  Stol, 
but  without  their  names.  It  is  a  large  copy,  scnled  at 
the  beginning.  Of  the  same  date  is  Gering's  impres- 
sion of  the  Legenda  Sanctorum  ;  and  among  the  fH^ 
ttttmjf  I  almost  coveted  a  very  elegant  specimen  of 
Jehan  du  Pr^'s  printing  (with  a  device  used  by  him 
never  before  seen  by  me,)  of  an  edition  of  La  Fie  des 
Peres,  in  1494,  folio,  original  binding.  It  was  not 
however  free  from  the  worm.  I  collected,  from  the 
written  *  catalogue,  that  they  had  only  forty-fivb 
works  printed  in  the  fiftbbnth  cbntury;  and  of 
these,  none  were  of  first-rate  quality.  Indeed  I  know 
not  if  the  most  interesting  be  not  already  recorded. 

Among  the  MSS.,  I  was  much  struck  with  the  bean-^ 
tiful  penmanship  of  a  work,  in  three  folio  volumes,  of 
the  middle  of  the  xvith  century,  entitled ;  Dwertisse- 
mens  touchant  le  faict  de  la  guerre,  extraits  des  livres 
de  Polyhe,  Frantin,  Vegece,  Comazzan,  Machiavel,  et 
autres  bans  aatheurs''  It  has  no  illuminations,  but  the 
scription  is  beautiful.  A  Breviary  of  the  Church  Ser-- 
vice  of  LisieuXy  of  the  xvth  century,  has  some  pretty 
but  common  illuminations.  It  is  not  free  from  injury. 
Of  more  intrinsic  worth  is  a  MS.  entitled  Du  Costentin 
(a  district  not  far  from  Caen,)  with  the  following  prefix 
In  the  hand-writing  of  Moysant.  ^^  Ces  m^moires  sont 
de  M.  Toustaint  de  Billy,  cnr£  du  Mesnil  au-parc,  qui 
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avoit  travaill^  toute  sa  vie  k  Fhistoire  du  Cotentin.  lis 
mat  rares  et  m*ont  6t6  accord^s  par  M.  Jourdan,  No- 
taire,  aaquel  ils  appartenoient.  Le  p.  (P^re)  le  Long 
et  Mons.  Teriet  de  fontette  ne  les  ont  pas  connu« 
Moysantz.**  It  is  a  small  folio^  io  a  neat  hand-writing. 
Another  MS.^  or  rather  a  compound  of  ms.  and  printed 
leaves,  of  yet  considerably  more  importance,  in  3  folio 
volumes,  is  entitled  Le  Moreri  des  Normans ^par  Joseph 
Andrid  Guiat  de  Rouen :  on  the  reverse  of  the  title^ 
we  read/^  SuppUment  au  Dictionnaire  de  Moreri  pour 
ce  qui  conceme  la  province  de  Nonmandie,  et  ses 
iUustresJ*  A  short  prefiEice  follows ;  then  an  ode  ^^  aux 
Grands  Hommes  de  Normandie.**  It  is  executed  in  the 
manner  of  a  dictionary,  running  in  alphabetical  cmlert 
Tbe  first  volume  extends  to  I,  and  is  illustrated  with 
scraps  from  newspapers,  and  a  few  portraits.  It  is 
written  pretty  fully  in  double  columns.  The  portrait 
and  biography  of  Bou^^orcf  form  an  admirable  specimen 
of  biographical  literary  memoirs.  The  second  volume 
goes  to  Z.  The  third  volume  is  entitled  ^^Les  troisSidctes 
palinodiqueSf  ou  Histoire  Odn^rale  des  Palinods  de 
Rouen,  Dieppe,  Sgc. — ^by  the  same  hand;  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  matter.  It  is  right  that  such  labours  should 
be  noticed,  for  the  sake  of  all  future  BLiss-like  editors 
of  provincial  literature.  There  is  another  similar  woric> 
in  2  folio  ms.  volumes,  relating  to  Coutance. 

Before  we  again  touch  upon  printed  books,  but  of  a 
later  period,  it  may  be  right  to  inform  you  that  the 
treasures  oi  this  Library  sulBTered  materially  from  the 
commotions  of  the  Calvinists.  Those  hot-headed  in* 
terpreters  of  scripture  destroyed  every  thing  in  the 
shape  of  ornament  or  elegance  attached  to  book-covers^ 
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md  piles  of  volumes^  however  sacred>  or  tnaeeptioiia* 
ble  on  the  score  of  good  morals^  were  consigned  to  the 
fiiry  of  the  flames.  Of  the  remaming  volumes  which  I 
saw,  take  the  following  very  rapid  sketch.  Of  Hours, 
qr  Church  Services,  there  is  a  prodigiously  fine  copy  of 
an  edition  printed  by  Vostre,  in  4to.,  upon  paper,  with- 
out date.  It  is  in  the  original  ornamented  cover^  w 
binding,  with  a  forest  of  rough  edges  to  the  leaves — 
and  doubtless  the  finest  copy  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw. 
Compared,  with  this,  how  inferior  in  every  respect  is 
a  cropt  copy  of.Kerver*s  impression  of  a  similar  work, 
printed  upon  vellum !  This  latter  is  indeed  a  very 
indifferent  book ;  but  the  rough  usage  it  has  met  with 
}s  the  sole  cause  of  such  inferiority.  I  was  well  pleased 
with  a  fair,  sound  copy  of  the  Speculum  ShUtarum,  in 
4to.f  bl.  letter,  in  hexameter  and  pentameter  verse, 
without  date.  Consult  De  Bure,  vol.  i.  no.  3988.  Nor 
did  I  examine  without  interest  a  rare  little  volume 
entitled  ^^Les  Origines  de  quelques  Coutumes  anciennes, 
et  deplusieursfaqons  de  purler  triviales.  Avec  un  vieux 
Manuscrit  en  vers,  touchant  tOrigine  des  ChevaUers 
Bannerets ;  pribted  at  Caen  in  1672,  12mo. :  a  curions 
little  work.  They  have  a  fine  (royal)  copy  of  fVaUons 
Polyglot,  with  an  excellent  impression  of  the  head; 
and  a  large  paper  copy  of  Stephen^ s  Greek  Glossary ; 
in  old  vellum  binding,  with  a  great  number  of  ms. 
notes  by  Bochart.  Also  a  fine  large  paper  Phidius  of 
1664,  folio.  But  among  their  large  papbrs,  few 
•volumes  tower  with  greater  magnificence  than  do  the 
three  folios  of  La  Sainte  Bible,  printed  by  the  Elze- 
virs at  Amsterdfun,  in  1669.  They  are  absolutely  fine 
creatures ;  of  the  statdlest  dim^isions  and  most  attracr 
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tive  fonns/  l*hey  also  pretend  that  their  hyrge  paper 
Oopy  of  the  first  edition  of  Huets  Prceparatio  Evan^ 
geUca,  in  folio,  is  unique.  Probably  it  is,  as  the  author 
presented  it  to  the  library  himself.   The  Basil  Eusta- 
thius  of  1559,  in  3  volumes  folio,  is  as  glorious  a  copy 
as  is  Mrl  Grenville*s  of  the  Roman  edition  of  1542.  It 
is  in  its  pristine  membranaceous  attire— the  Vellum 
lapping  over  the  fore-edges,  in  the  manner  of  Mr. 
Heber's  cc^y  (rf  the  first  Aldine  Aristotle, — most  com- 
fortable to  behold  I  There  is  a  fine  large  paper  copy  of 
Montaigne^s  Essays,  1635,  folio,  containing  two  titles 
luid  a  portrait  of  the  author.     It  is  bound  in  red  nuK 
rocco,  and  ccmsidered  by  M.  H6bert  a  most  rare  Mid 
desirable  book.    Indeed  I  was  told  that  one  CoUeotw 
in  particular  was  ^iceedingly  anxious  to  obtain  it.    I 
saw  a  fine  copy  of  the  folio  edition  of  Ronsardy  printed 
in  1584,  which  is  considered  rare.  There  is  also  a  c(^y 
of  the  well  known  Liber  Nancddosy  from  Bo(£art*B 
Ubrary,  with  a  few  ms.  notes  of  Bochart  Umsetf. 
H^re  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  a  French  metrical  ver- 
sion of  the  works  of  FhrgU,  by  Robert  and  Anthony 
Ckeualiers  d^Agneaux  peres,  de  fire,  en  Normandie; 
published  at  Pkuis  in  1585^  in  el^ant  italic  type ;  con- 
sideied  rare.  The  same  translators  published  a  vendon 
of  Horace ;  but  it  is  not  here.    You  may  remember 
diat  I  made  mention  of  a  certain  work  (in  one  of  my 
4ate  letters)  called  Les  Faudevires  d'Olwier  Basselm. 
They  preserve  here  a  very  ch<»ce  copy  of  it,  in  4to,, 
laige  paper ;  and  of  which  oze  only  three  copies  are 
Mid  to  be  ia  existence.  Die  entire  title  is  ^^  LesVaude^ 
vires.  Poesies  d»  x  vme.  si^e,  par  OUvier  Basselm,  avec 
un  Disemsrs  ^sur  sm  Fie  et  des  Notes  pour  texpUoation 
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de  quelque^  cmdens  Mots:  Fire,  1811."*  8vo.  There 
are  copies  upon  pink  paper,  of  which  this  is  one — and 
which  was  in  fact  presented  to  the  Library  by  th6 
Editors.  Prefixed  to  it,  is  an  indifferent  drawing,  in 
india  ink,  rq>resenting  the  old  castle  of  Vire,  now 
nearly  demolished,  with  Basselin  seated  at  a  table  along 
with  three  of  his  boosing  companions,  channting  his 
Terses  ^'  k  pleine  gorge.**  TYiis  Basselin  i^pears  in 
short  to  have  been  the  French  Drunkbn  Barnabt  of 
Ins  day. 

"  What !  (say  yon :)  ^^  not  one  single  specimen  from 
the  library  of  your  fevourite  Dianb  db  Poictibbs! 
Can  this  be  possible  ?  ** —  No  lAore  of  interrogatory,  I 
beseech  you :  but  listen  attentively  and  gratefully  to 
the.  intelligence  which  you  are  about  to  receive-^^md 
fimcy  not,  if  you  have  any  respect  for  my  taste,  that 
I  have  forgotten  my  favourite  Diane  de  Poictiers.  On 
looking  sharply  about  you,  within  this  library,  there 
will  be  found  a  magnificent  copy  of  the  ConunenUaries 
of  Chrjfsostom  upon  the  Epistles  of  St.  Pauly  printed 
by  Stephanus  et  Fraires  da  SaUo,  at  Verona^  in  1529, 
in  three  folio  volumes.  It  is  by  much  and  by  fiv  the 
finest  Greek  work  which  I  ever  saw  from  the  Saba 
Press.  No  wonder  Colbert  jumped  with  avidity  to 
receive  such  a  copy  of  it :  for,  bating  that  it  is  ^^  nn 
pen  rogn^,*"  the  condition  and  colcmr  are  quite  enchant- 
ing, ^nd  then  for  the  ligature,  or  binding  thereof  I — 
which  either  Colbert,  or  his  librarian  Baluse,  had  the 
good  sense  and  good  taste  to  leave  untouched.  The 
first  and  second  volumes  are  in  reddish  calf,  with  tte 
royal  arms  in  the  centre,  and  the  half  moon  (in  tamidied 
silver)  beneath:  tl»  arabesque  omamenti^  or  surround'- 
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b^  border  are  in  gilt.  The  edges  are  gilt^  stamped ; 
flush  with  the  fore  edge  of  the  binding.  In  the  centre 
of  the  sides  of  the  binding,  is  a  large  H,  with  a  flenr  de 
lis  at  top:  the  top  and  bottcnn  borders  presenting 
the  usual  D  and  H,  united — for  which  you  may  taket 
a  peep  at  a  certain  work  ycleped  the  BibUographicai 
Decameron.  The  third  volume  is  in  dark  blue  leather^ 
with  the  same  side  ornaments;  and  the  title  of  the 
woik,  as  with  the  preceding  volumes,  is  lettwed  in 
Greek  capitals.  The  H  and  crown,  and  monogram,  as 
before ;  but  the  edges  c^  the  leaves  are,  in  this  volume, 
stamped  at  bottom  and  top  with  an  H,  surmounted  by 
a  crown.  The  sides  of  the  binding  are  also  foUer  and 
ridier  than  in  the  preceding  volumes.  I  well  remember, 
at  this  moment,  that  this  was  the  very  work,  of  \diieh, 
when  residing  at  Worcester,— commencing  my  caren 
IB  life  as  a  provincial  Counsel — I  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  the  third  voluine :  and  the  loss  so  aifected  me,  that, 
to  reoover  it,  I  Idt  the  profession,  and  became  bibKo^ 
grapher  and  divine.  But  tte  long  sought  after,  and 
deeply  regretted  object,  has  .ever  continued  to  elude  my 
research.  Ttid  magnific^it  copy  which  I  have  been 
just  describing  was  given  to  the  library  by  P.  Le 
Jeune.    It  is  quite  a  treasure  in  its  way. 

Aaotlier  specimen,  if  you  please,  from  fiie  library  eS 
tiie  sidd  fe^ourite  Diana.  It  is  rather  of  a  singular 
character:  cotiaisting  of  a  French  version  of  that 
once  extremely  popular  work  (originally  published  in 
the  Latin  language)  called  the  CosmogrcEphy  qfSebasi^ 
tkm  Munster.  The  edition  is  of  the  date  of  1555,  in 
folio.  This  (M^y  must  have  been  as  splendid  as  it  is 
yet  cmrious.    It  contains  two  portraits  of  Qewjr  the 
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Second  (^^  Hbnkicvs  II.  Galliarvm  Rbx  inVictiss/ 
PP.*')  and  fbnr  of  Holofernes  (^^  Olofarne")  on  each 
side  of  the  binding.  In  the  centre  of  the  sides  we 
recognise  the  lunar  ornaments  ctf  Diane  de  Poictiers ; 
but  on  the  back,  are  five  portraits  of  her,  in  gilt,  eadi 
within  the  bands — and,  lilce  all  the  other  ornaments,^ 
much  rubbed.  Two  of  these  five  heads  are  fiicing  a 
different  head  of  Henry.  There  are  also  on  the  sides 
two  pretty  medallions  of  a  winged  figure  blowing  a 
trnmpet,  and  standing  upon  a  chariot  drawn  by  four 
horseis :  there  are  also  small  fleur  de  lis  scattered  be- 
tween the  ornaments  of  the  sides  of  the  binding.  The 
date  of  the  foremen  tioned  medallion  seems  to  be  1653. 
The  copy  is  cruelly  cropt,  and  the  volume  is  sufficiently 
badly  printed ;  which  makes  it  the  more  surprising  that 
such  pains  should  have  been  taken  with  its  biblii^ie- 
gistic  embellishments.  On  examining  it,  I  could  not 
belp  thinking  how  much  inferior,  in  size  and  condition, 
was  the  copy  of  it  which  I  had  se^i  at  Frere*8^  at 
Rouen,  and  in  the  dark  and  dank  corridore  of  tlie 
younger  Manoury  at  Caen.  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  the 
copy,  for  the  sake  of  its  ornaments,  is  vehemmitly 
desirable. 

And  now,  my  dear  ifiiend,  you  must  make  yom 
bow  with  me  to  M.  H^bert^  and  bid  ferewdl  to  tiie 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY  at  Cacu.  Indeed  I  am  fully  dis» 
posed  to  bid  fiarewell  to  every  thing  else  in  the  same 
town :  not  however  without  being  c<mscious  that  very 
much,  both  of  what  I  have,  and  of  what  I  have  Dot^ 
seen,  merits  a  detail  well  calculated  to  please  the  in* 
tieUeotual  appetites  of  travellers.  What  I  have  sen, 
has  been,  indeed,  but  summarily,  and  evm  soperfif 
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^dmiXfy  described;  bAt  I  have  done  tny  best ;  and  was 
fetffol  of  acdting  ennui,  by  a  more  pariah  register-like 
description.  Yet  what  becomes  of  those  grand  topics^ 
the  religion  and  law  of  the  cotmtry  through  which  one 
has  travelled  ?  Not  a  word  about  altars  and  tribo* 
oals }  Very  little  indeed :  and  that  little,  I  ftar,  most 
jijoneandunsatisfiBUTtory.  For  the  sei^ice  perforated  iji 
fJaoesofpnUie  won9hip,Ican  add  nothing  to  my  Roneo 
ctetail»^-*^cc^  that  there  is  he^  a  briiliaAt  diversity 
lathe  Protsstant  church  in  the  person  of  M.  Martm 
ItoLUM— ''  Pasteur,  President  de  FEglise Refohn^ 
eonsiirt;oria]ede  Caen*'-^who  has  jvtst  published  a  ^'  3ii^ 
moiteHistotifue  surFEtatEccUsia$Hqtie  desPrbtestamf 
Firam^  depmU  Ftmn^U  \er.  jusqi£h  L^uh  XVIIIi" 
in  a  pam^et  of  some  fourscore  pages.  The  taitk  was 
equally  delicate  and  difficult  of  exeeutMu ;  but  bar-* 
ing  read  it,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  M,  RoUin  haA 
done  his  work  very  neatly  and  very  cleverly.  I  went 
ift  company  with  Mrs*  and  Miss  I*^*  to  h6ar  the 
author  preadi ;  for  he  is  a  young  man  (about  thirty) 
who  draws  his  c^s^-egation  as  much  from  his  talents 
as  a  preacher,  as  frt>m  his  mot^  worth  as  an  indivi* 
dual.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  several  young  bdies 
aad  gealkmen  taking  the  sacrament  for  liie  first  time* 
7%e  church  is  strictly,  I  believe^  according  to  the  Ge» 
iitva  persuasion ;  but  there  was  sometibing  so  coih^ 
finrtabl^  and  to  me  ao  cheering,  in  the  avowed  doc** 
trkie  (tf  Proteskimtism,  that  I  accompanied  my  friends 
witb  alacrity  to  the  spot.  Many  English  were  pre* 
wot ;  fiMT  M.  Rollin  is  deservedly  a  fovourite  with  our 
couQtiymen^  The  churchy  howe^Kr^  was  scarc^ 
half  fitted.    The  iiiterior  is  the  most  aukirardly  adapt- 
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ed  imaginable  to  the  purposes  etthw  of  lading  or 
of  preachiiig :  for  it  consists  of  two  aisles  at  ri^ 
lu^les  with  each  other.    Hie  desk  and  pulpit  are  fixed 
in  the  receding  angle  ctf  their  junction ;  so  that  the  voiee 
flies  forth  to  the  right  and  left  immediately  as  U 
escq;>e8  the  preacher.    After  a  very  long,  imd  a  reiy 
diQiasly-sung  psalm,  Mr.  Rollin  cmnmenced  his  dis- 
coarse.    He  is  an  extemporaneous  preacher,  and  is 
said  to  strive  (very  foolishly,  in  my  opixdon)  to  imi- 
tttte  Tabna  in  some  of  his  action.    I  observed  (and 
doald  not  help  regretting  as  I'Obse^red)  the  mode  in 
which,  after  extending  his  arms  at  their  entire  lengA 
in  a  light  line,  he  would  cause  his  hands  to  ^ake 
kad  flutter,  like  the  tremulous  wing  of  a  bird  ere 
it  settles !    But^^  de  gustibus** . . .  His  vdce  is  sweet 
and  clear,  rather  than  sonorous  and  impressive ;  aid 
he  is  perhaps,  occasionally,  too  metaphorical  m  his 
composition.  For  the  first  time  I  heard  the  words  ^  Oh 
Dieu  r  pronounced  with  great  eflfect :  but  the  s^mM 
was  made  up.  of  better  things  than  mere  exchtmatioas. 
M.  Rollin  was    frequently  ingenions,   logical,  and 
convincing;  and  his  address  to  the  youi^  coi^bmi- 
aicaflits,  towards  the  dose  of  his  disccrarse,  waa  iia* 
pressive  and  eflld^it  in   the  extreme.     The  jmuig 
people  were  deeply  touched  by  his  powerful  appe^  aad 
I  believe  each  countenance  was  suflbsed  with  teaic 
He  guarded  them  against  the  dangers  and  temptatk>ns 
of  that  world  upon  which  they  were  about  to  enlei; 
by  setting  before  them  the  consolations  of  the  rdigiM 
which  they  bad  profiesscid,  in  a  manner  which  indicated 
thathehadreally  their  interests  and  hi^iness  at  hearts 
Ihe'  feipales  were  dreMed  in  white^  with  long  wtiiM 
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rab ;  am!  not  one  of  the  congregation,  on  qtdttlag  the 
cliurofa^  passed  by  than  without  fixing  their  eye  npoit 
cftjects'of  such  iitterest  a<id%nsibility.  The  sermon  wtM 
feibwed  by  a  psalm,  as  drawling  in  its  mode  of  per- 
formance as  that  by  which  it  haid  been  preceded.  I 
finget  if  it  was  permitted  to  any  of  the  congrbgatibA  to 
stay  behind,  to  communicate ;  but  I  cannot  leave  the 
threshold  of  the  church  without  expressing  ho#  mnoh 
I  was  gratified  fay  the  promptitude  and  civflity  of  the 
vtiger,  in  accommodating  us  with  good  seats :  ^^  si  sic 
semper  apnd  nos*' — ^would  be  no  bad  hint  to  attend  to 
aeross  the  Channel. 

So  mudi  for  Sabbath  worship.  A  word  only  about 
Onirts  of  Justice.  ^^  A  smack  of  the  whip**  Will  tingle  in 
wy  ears  through  life ;  and  I  shall  always  attend  ^'  Nisi 
Vrtui^  exhibitions  with  more  than  ordinary  curiosity.  I 
strolled  one  morning  to  the  Plact  de  Justice — ^which  is 
wdl  i^tuated,  in  an  airy  and  respectable  neighbourhood. 
I  saw  two  or  three  barristers,  en  pleine  costume,  pretty 
nearly  in  the  English  fashion,  walking  qtiickly  to  aiid 
fix>  with  thdr  clients,  in  the  open  air,  before  tbe  hall  ( 
and  could  not  help  contrasting  the  quick  eye  and  nn* 
concerned  expression  of  countenance  of  the  former, 
with  the  simple  look  and  yet  earnest  action  of  the 
latter.  One  of  these  barristers  might  have  been  mis- 
taken for  an  Englishman :  but  I  will  not  say  wherefore, 
for  fear  a  Frenchman  should  be  looking  over  your 
shoulderwhen  you  read  this.  I  entered  the  Hall,  and  to 
my  astonishment,  heard  only  a  low  muttering  sound. 
Scarcely  fifteen  people  were  present.  I  approached  the 
bench ;  and  what,  think  you,  were  the  intellectual  ob- 
jects upon  which  my  eye  alighted  ?     Iliree  Judges . . 
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all  &8t  toleep!  Rye  barristers/  two  of  wbom  were 
nodding:  one  was  literally  addressing  the  bench... 
and  the  remaining  two  were  talking  to  their  clients  in 
the  most  tmooncemed  manner  imaginable.  The  ^itire 
effect^  on  my  mind,  was  ridiculous  in  the  extreme. 
With  difficulty  I  refrained  from  absolute  laughter^ 
andt]uitted  the  Hall  of  Justice  within  five  minutes  oi 
my  entrance.  Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to  desig- 
nate the  for^;oing  as  a  generally  trae  picture  of  Ihe 
administration  of  Justice  at  Caen.  I  am  induced  to 
hope  and  believe  that  a  place,  so  long  celebrated  ftr 
the  study  of  the  law,  yet  continues  occasionally  to  ex- 
hS)it  ptook  of  that  log^c  and  eloquence  for  whidi  it 
has  been  renowned  of  old*  I  ant  willing  to  conelndft 
that  all  the  judges  are  not  alflce  somniferous ;  and  thi^ 
if  the  aduteness  of  our  Giffords,  and  the  rh^;orio  of 
our  Dbnmans,  sometimes  instruct  and  enliven  the  an* 
dience,  there  will  be  found  Judges  to  ai^ue  like  Gibbs 
and  to  decide  like  Scott«  Farewell.  Ere  the  setting  of 
to-morraw*s  sun,  I  shall  have  gaeed  upon  the  famous 
tipestry  at  Bayeux*    Most  cordially  3rour8« 
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LETTER   XV. 

BAYKUX.  CATHEDRAL.  ORDINATION  OF  PRIESTS  AND 
DEACONS.  CRYPT  OF  THE  CATHEDRAL.  A  MYSTERI- 
OUS INTERVIEW. 

Two  of  the  most  gratifying  days  of  my^voyagtf* 
faave  been  spent  at  this  place  r  and^altliot^h  the  Tapes^ 
-toy  has  not  y^  been  absolntely -^^gazed  upon/^  Ae  Ca* 
Ihedral  (the  most  ancient  religious  place  of  worship  iqt 
Normandy)  has  been  paced  with  a  reverential  st^^ 
and  surveyed  with  a  careful  eye;  That  which  scarcdy 
warmed  the  blood  of  Ducarel  has  made  my  heart  beat 
with  an  increased  action ;  and  though  this  town  be 
leven  dreary^  as-  well  as  thinly  peopled,  there  is  that 
about  it,  whiclh,  from  associatk)ns  of  ideas^  ca&  ne^er 
feil  to  afford  a  lively  interest  to  a  British  antiquary« 

Our  old  favourite  method  of  travelling,  in  the  cabri^ 
t>Iet  of  the  diligence,  brought  us  here  from*  Caen  in 
About  two  hours  and  a  half  The  country,  during  the 
whole  route^  is  open>  well  cultivated^  occasionally 
gently  undulating,  but  generally  denuded  of  trees.  It 
iff  always  so*  in  the  vidnity  of  great  towns.  Many 
pretty  little  churches,  with  delicate  spires,  peq>ed 
upon  us  to  the  right  and  left  during  our  journey ;  but 
^he first  view  of  the  Cathedral  of  Baybux  put  all  the 
others  out  of  our  recollection.     Yet  even  this  first 
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view  produced  a  ^^  pish  !'*  from  both  of  us :  which  arose 
from  the  corrupt  style  of  architecture  of  the  central 
tower— the  upper  part  of  which  is  of  the  time  of  Francis 
I.  This  central  tower  is  not  only  lower  than  the  two 
spire-crowned  towers  at  the  western  extremity^  but  is, 
in  other  respects,  a  very  indifferent  piece  of  building. 
The  end  spires  are  rather  lofty  than  el^ant :  in  trutti 
they  are,  in  respect  to  form  and  ornament,  about  as 
sorry  performances  as  can  be  seen.  We  were  con- 
veyed to  the  HStelde  Luxembourg^  the  best  inn  in  the 
town,  and  for  a  wonder  rather  pleasantly  situated. 
*^  Mine  hostess''  is  a  smart,  lively,  and  shrewd  woQian 
^p^^perfecdy  mistress  of  the  art  and  cr^  of  innkjQBp* 
mg^  and  seraiMS  to  have  never  known  sorrow  or  disap- 
pdintment.  Our  bed-i'ooms  are  excellent,  and  a  silk 
oovwUd  and  fringed  bed-furniture  gives  to  my  owtt 
i^rtment  the  aspect  of  neatness  and  even  of  gaii^ 
Knowing  that  Mr.  Stothard,  Jim.  had,  the  preceding 
year,  bepn  oqcupied  in  making  a  &c-siinile  of  the  ^^  hr 
moqs  tapestry**  for  our  oi|m  Society  of  Antiquaries,  I  mr 
^red  if  mine  hostess  had  been  acquainted  with  tha( 
geiitleman :  '^  Monsieur,''  replied  she,  "  je  le  coonoif 
bie]l;c'estun  brave  homme:  ildem€uratputpr^:aii88i 
traviulla-t-il  comm^  quatre  diat>les !"  I  will  npt  ili%- 
guise  that  this  eulogy  of  pi^  amiable  countrymaii 
pleased  me  ^^  right  well" — though  I  was  pretty  me 
that  such  language  was  the  current  (and  to  me  some- 
what coarse)  coin  of  compliment  uppn  all  oocasiQiis— 
jmd  instead  of  ^^  vin  ordinmre"  I  prde^,  rather  ip 
a  gay  and  triumphant  manoer,  *'  nne  bouteille  dp 
Tin  de  Beaune"— ''Ah !  ^a,"  (replied  th^  livelylaiidkulyi) 
?  vous  le  troiiverez  excellent — Messieurs,  il  n^y  a  pas 
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flit  via  eonimai  leidn  de  Beaune.^    We  beqpoke  our 
^Ssater,  aad  strolled  towards  the  cathedral. 

There  is^  in  fieu^t,  no  proper  aj^sroach  to  this  inter^ 
eiting  edifice.  The  western  end  is  suffocated  with 
houses.  Here  stands  the  post-office ;  and  with  the 
most  unsuspecting  frankness^  on  the  p^rt  of  the  own^» 
I  had  permission  to  examine,  with  my  own  handf^ 
iriliiin  doors,  every  letter — ^under  the  expectation  that 
ib«re  were  some  for  mysdf.  Nor  was  I  disappointed 
But  yon  must  come  with  me  to  the  cathedral :  and  of 
course  we  must  enter  together  at  the  western  front. 
31i€9re  are  five  porticos :  the  cental  one  being  rathw 
lugey  and  the  two,  on  either  side,  comparatively  small^ 
Formerly,  these  were  covered  with  sculptured  figures 
and  ornaments ;  but  the  Calvinists  in  the  sixteenth,  and 
the  Revdiutionists  in  the  eighteenth  century,  have  couf* 
trived  to  render  their  present  aspect  mutilated  and  rer 
paktve  in  the  extreme.  You  should  know,  however^ 
before  you  enter,  that  the  tower  to  the  left  is  coeval 
with  the  nave  and  chcHt^-^that  is,  of  the  middle  of  the 
X^tii  century ;  while  the  one  to  the  right  is  of  the  xvth 
century.  On  entering,  we  were  struck  with  the  two 
laige  transverse  Norman  arches  which  bestride  the 
4vea,  or  square,  for  the  bases  of  the  two  towers.  It 
is  thebokkfit  and  finest  piece  of  masonry  in  the  whole 
building.  We  were  disappointed  with  the  interior.  It 
is  plain,  solid,  and  rather  divested  of  ornament.  A  very 
hirge  wooden  crucifix  is  placed  over  the  screen  of  the 
^gir,  which  has  an  effect— -of  its  kind :  but  the  monu- 
me0ts,and  mural  omamenti,  scarcely  deserye  mention^ 
The  riehly  ornamented  ardies,  on  each  side  of  the  nam, 
sprii^ng  firom  masnve  single  pillars,  have  rather  an  im^ 
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posing  eflfect :  above  them  are  Gothic  ornaments  of  a 
later  period^  but  too  thickly  and  injudiciously  applied. 
Tlie  choir  is  rather  fine,  than  otherwise ;  but  taken  as  a 
whole,  I  cannot  say  much  for  the  interior  <^  this  ca* 
thedral.  Let  us,  however,  suppose  that  the  dinner  k 
over,  and  the  ^^  vin  de  Beaune*"  approved  of— and  thtt 
on  our  second  visit,  immediately  afterwards,  there  is 
both  time  and  inclination  for  a  leisurely  survey.  On 
looking  up,  upon  entering,  within  the  side  aisle  to  the 
left,  you  observe,  with  infinite  regret,  a  daik  and  filthy 
green  tint  indicative  of  premature  decay — arising  from 
the  lead  of  that  part  of  the  roof  ha^ng  been  stript  fiir 
the  purpose  of  making  bullets  during  the  RevolutioB-^ 
a  fitte  usually  attendant  upon  poor  cathedrals  during 
popular  insurrections !  The  extreme  length  of  the  in* 
terior  is  about  320  English  feet,  by  76  high,  and  the 
latter  number  of  feet  in  width.  The  transepts  aie 
about  125  feet  long,  by  36  wide.  The  western  towers, 
to  the  very  top  of  the  spires,  are  about  250  English 
feet  in  height.  The  cathedral,  in  its  present  form,t 
(with  the  exception  of  such  additions  as  are  evident^ 
of  a  posterior  date)  pwes  its  erection  to  the  munificent 
spirit  of  Philip  de  Harcourt,  bishop  of  the  diocese  in 
the  middle  of  the  xiith  century.  The  exact  date  of 
the  completion  of  the  cfaoir^  supposed  to  be  the  eariisr 


*  inUs  preientform.'] — Ducarel*a  foithless  and  diminutiTe  riew  of  ft 
is  only  fit  for  a  lady's  pocket-book.  Nor  can  I  think,  without  pain,  of 
a  copy  of  this  defective  print  having  been  introduced  into  tfie  pages  of 
the  Gmtleman*$  Magaxme  for  July  1819^  espmally  as  the  63d 
and  64th  volumes  of  that  wofk  contain  some  oreditahle  represcsita* 
ikm&  of  the  cathe^raldj  oopied  from  better  models  in  I>ucard*s  work. 
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part,  is  of  the  year  1459.  But  it  had  been  pre viously 
twice  or  thrice  rd[>uilt;  hj  the  Normans  in  891,*  and 
afterwards,  from  two  ^raccessiye  fires— one  in  1 046,  and 
the  other  in  1 106.  As  yon  pace  the  nave  you  cannot  fiEol 
to  be  struck,  on  the  left,  with  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
and  highly  ornamented  pulpits  in  Normandy*  It  has 
however  suffered  from  the  revolutionary  barbarians. 

One  of  the.most  curious  objects  in  the  cathedral  is 
the  CRYPT ;  of  which,  singularly  enough,  all  knowledge 
bad  been  long  lost  till  the  year  1412.  The  circumstance 
of  its  discovery  Ib  told  in  the  following  inscriptiim,  cut 
in  tiie  Gothic  letter,  upon  a  brass  plate,  and  {daced  juiH 
4ibove  the  southern  entrance: 

4to  Ian  mfl  quatre  cotjf  »  House  ' 

€tarjf  iour  H'SSutil  que  plupe  acrottue 

%tit  himit  ht  la  terte,  la  journee 

^ue  la  |^quej9(  fut  celebree 

l^oUe  l^omme  »  Ketjerenb  l^ece 

S[(|^  tie  5Sknjii^ep,  tie  la  ai^e 

•  f  The  cburch  was  dedicated,  after  the  second  fire^  byOoo  dk  Contb- 
viLLK>  the  Conqueror's  brother: — and  William,  his  wife^  and  two 
children  (Robert  and  William  Rufiis)  were  present  at  the  ceremony. 
Odo  lavished  upon  the  church  still  greater  property  than  William 
had  bestowed  upon  it— and  especially  the  Barony  of  Plessia.  '^  Ce 
AKOBd  condda  sa  nou^dle  ^^lise  de  pr^sens.  Un  dea  plaa  reiBarq«»- 
Ides^toit  la  Courmine  de  atiore  dori,  couverte  de  lames  d'aigent,  &  atr 
tach^  k  une  chaine  de  fer  dans  la  nef  vis-k-vis  du  crucifix.  Cette 
couronne  de  16  pieds  de  hauteur,  et  om^  d*autres  couronnes  en  forme 
detours,  occupoit  la  largeur  de  la  nef :  elle  servoit  k  porter  quantity  de 
derges  qu*on  allumoit  dans  les  grandes  fttea :  U  y  avoit  ausn  47  ▼€» 
lAtins  gFKfite  tout  autoin',  k  la  louaoge  de  regHsd/'  JBtil*  Somrnoin 
df  U^VlUfi  de  Ba^euMg  1773»  dn>.  p.  39.  This  extraordinary  oraaiiMiit 
yrB$  dest^ed  during  the  i^eK^ous  persecution  q{  1562,  , 
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€t  lotjf  en  CoiijBrifant  la  pkAt 

SMUantla  grattti  Sutd  tetrtace 

Ctttba  I'i6n  Ta  f>a^t  €^pau 

flDoitt  £[  n  atiott  etc  imtMflfe 

^u  il  (^  nuif  fit  ftpvStutt 

9Dfeu  ittuille  a)iatr  jstott  ame  en  dite»         ^fomt. 


Docarel  Beems  to  hav«  had  an  aVeraon^  or  at  leeit 
te  barionty^  towards  cnfpts ;  and  aocbrdnigly  both  it 
Caen  and  Bayeux  he  raised  his  bead  above  tfate  into' 
ence  of  snbterran^us^  and  supposed  noxious^  vapoars: 
bnt  a  good  sniff  oif  these  cold  and  darksome  regions  is 
qnite  refreshing  to  a  thorough-bred  architectural  anti* 
quary !  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  visit  this  crypt  at  a 
very  particular  juncture.  The  day  after  my  arrival 
at  Bayeux,  there  was  a  grand  ordination.  Before  I 
had  quitted  my  bed,  I  heard  the  mellow  and  meE»ored 
notes  of  human  voices;  and  starting  up,  I  saw  an  id* 
most  interminable  procession  of  priests,  deacons,  &c., 
walking  singly  behind  each  other,  in  two  lines,  leaving 
a.'confladerable  space  between  them.  They  walked  bar^^ 
beaded,  chanting,  with  a  book  in  their  Imnds,  and  baft 
thdr  course  towards  the  cathedral.  I  dressed  quicldy ; 
and  dispatching  my  breakfast  with  equal  promptitude 
pursued  the  same  route.  On  entering  the  western 
doors,  thrown  wide  open,  I  shall  never  foi^t  the  effeet 
prodnced  by  the  crimson  and  blue  draperies  of  tiie 
Norman  women — a  great  number  of  whom  were  c&s^ 
tered,  in  groups,  upon  the  top  of  the  screen^  about  the 
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huge  wooden  cnioifix  ;^-^wilnesaiiig  die  offioe  of  ordi* 
natioii  gdotg  on.below^  ia  the  choir.  They  4seemed  to 
be  suspencted  in  the  air ;  and  ccmflidmng  the  piece  of 
acolptuce  around  which  tliegr  appeared,  to  gather  them- 
selves — ^with  the^levjition  of.  the  screen  itself^t  was  a 
eomhination  of  oib|ects  npon.  which  the  pencil  of  Nas» 
(the  most  poetical  of  oar  architectural  draftsmen) 
might  have  been  ex^tased  with  -the  happiest  posinble 
lesiilt.  An  oEdiaation  in  a  foreign  country^  and  espe- 
sialfy  one  upon  such  an  apparently. extensive  scalej 
wm^  to  a  profisssional  man^  not  Co  be  sligfated ;  and  aCii* 
QordiDgly  I  determined  upon  making  the  most  of  the 
spectacle  before  me.  Looking  accidentally  down  mf 
fiuraniite  crypt^  I  observed  that  some  religiotts  cere- 
nofiy  was  going  on  these.  The  notthem  grate,  or  ea^ 
tsaace,  being  ^^en,  I  deseended  a  flight  ^  steps,  and 
qnidcfy  became  a  lodger  in  this  subterraneous  abode^ 
13ie  first  ofagect  that  struck  me  was,  the  warm  glow  of 
cisjr  light  whidi  darted  upon  the  broad  pink  cross  of 
the  snrplioe  of  an  officiating  priest :  a  candle  was 
burning  upon  the  altar,  on  each  side  of  him :  another 
ptiMt,  in  a  Mack  vesture,  officiated  as  an  asslitant^-^ 
and  each,  in  turn,  knelt,  and  bowed,  and  prayed . .  to 
tbe  admiration  of  some  few  half  dozen  casual  yet  at^ 
tenlive  visitonsi — ^whUe  the  full  sonorous  dmntfirom  the 
Yoioes  of  npwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  priests  aw! 
dtaacoM,  from  the  choir  above,  gave  a  peculiar  sort  of 
solemnity  to  the  mysterious  gloom  below.  In  sf^  of 
my  abstraction,  I  did  not  fiiil,  however,  to  notice  UmA 
tfas  piUan,  about  half  a  doGEen  in  number,  were  of  tiM 
Aaraeter  of  those  in  the  crypt  of  the  Mkm^e  amn 
Bameti  ttt  Qmm\  hat  the  «a|>ital  of  the  first  piBbr; 
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iqioii  iffltering,  exhibitiai  ahnoet  the  perfect  Composite 
order  I ...  while  the  other  capitals  are^  generally,  of 
the  grotesque  character  of  the  xiith  century.  The 
arch  above  them  takes  its  idling  iinmediatdy  fitim  die 
abacas  of  the  cajHtal :  prodocing  rather  a  sii^;idar 
effect :  there  is  somethiQg  like  pidntiiigin  freaeb  just 
abofe  the  capital :  but  evidently,  I  shook!  thiidc^  of 
thelatter  half  of  the  xrth  century. 

I  now  ascended ;  and  by  the  help  of  a  chair,  took  a 
peep  at  the  ceremcmy  through  the  intorcfdumaiatioM 
of  thedboir :  my  diffid^ioe,  or  rather  a|^ir^hensionofm» 
fiisal,  having  withheld  me  from  striving  ta  gain  admit* 
tance  within  the  body.  But  my  situation  was  asii^^ularfy 
good  one :  opposite  the  altar.  I  looked,  and  beheld'tUs 
vast  clerical  congregation  at  times  kneding,  or  standiBg; 
orsitting :  partially,  or  wholly :  While  the  swell  of  their 
voices,  acconqianied  by  the  full  intonations  of  the  ori- 
gan, and  the  yet  more  penetrating  notes  of  the  serpetdj 
seemed  to  breathe  more  than  earthly  solemnity  around 
l%e  ceremony  had  now  continued  full  two  Ixmrs-^^ 
when,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  impressive  part  of  Jty 
and  while  the  young  candidates  for  ordination  wem 
prostrate  before  the  high  altar— the  diapasoa  stop  of 
the  organ  (as  at  Dieppe)  sending  forth  the  softest  notes 
r-^the  ven^able  bishop  placed  the  glittering  mkn 
(apparently  covered  with  gold  gauze)  upoa  his  head, 
and  with  a  large  gilt  crosier  in  his  right  hand,  de*- 
soended,  with  a  measured  and  majestic  st^,  from  Om 
floor  of  tlie  altar,  and  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  the 
more  mjrsterious  part  of  his  office*  The  camfidatss, 
with  closed  eyes,  and  outstretdied  hands, weretoockoA 
yMi  the  holy  oil — and  thus  became  coosecratod.    Oa 
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ridDg^eflch  reomed  anisaU  piem  of  biread  betwMn  the 
tlwuiib  and  forefingeryand  the  middle  and  third  fingers ; 
their  hands  being  pressed  together— and^  still  with 
closed  eyes  retired  behiad  the  hi^h  altar — ^whereanoffi^ 
caiating  priest  made  use  irf  the  bread  tomb  off  the  hoJy 
cA.  The  iHshop  is  an  elderly  man>  about  three  score  and 
tra ;  he  has  the  usual  sallow  tint  of  his  eoiintrymen> 
hot  his  eye,  somewhat  sunk  or  retired^  beneath  Made 
and  overhanging  eyd[>rows,  is  sharp  and  repressive 
-*-aad  his  whole  mien  has  the  indication  of  a  well^ 
bmd  and  wdlnediK^ated  gentleman.  When  he  descend<» 
ed  with  his  full  robes,  crosier,  and  mitre,  from  the  high 
altar,.  loetlioQght  I  saw  some  of  the  ven^able  forms  of 
ottrWYKSHAiis  and  WAYNRFLBTssof  old— -conunand^ 
ing  the  respect,  and  receiving  the  homage,  of  a  grate- 
ful congregation !  You  must  allow,  my  dear  friend,, 
that  if  there  be  few  ceremonies  more  imposing,  thore 
are  abo  few  more  beneficial,  thmi  that  which  I  have 
desorUied ;  and  that  imfuresttons,  imbibed  in  young  and 
konert  minds,  by  such  serious  offices,  are  not  easily 
eftoed,  but  are  productive  in  the  end  of  the  most  salu* 
tary  results.  I  really  do  not  speak  and  reason  thus 
because  I  have  partaken  of  the  same  ceremony,  in  a 
mitigated  form^  in  my  owh  country— or  from  any  vio-» 
lent  adherence  to  what  may  be  called  a  Lmidrlikepas 
aott  for  hierarchy.  On  the  contrary . . .  but  youknow 
my  sentiments  npcm  this  head  so  fiilly^  that,  if  you 
pltose^  as  this  ceremony  is  just  ended— we  will  take 
a  stroll  together  to  see  what  else  is  worthy  of  observa* 
ticm.within  this  veneraUe  cathedraL  How  provokii^ 
*-T0r  rathar  how  disgusting!  *.  •  At  the  very  momeot 
my  nmid  ifw4tt|ify  oQtmpied  b^ 
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from  tUul  Bohgntfcent  spectacle;  I  straHed  iMo  ^lit 
iMikfs  Chapel;  bebitidthe  cbolr,  and  beheld  a  right 
which  converted  seridusiiess  into  snrpriite— borderk^ 
upoQi  mhiih*  Abore  the  altar  of  this  remotely  sitnatiid 
dbapel^  st&nds  the  imaobofthb  VilRiQYN^th  tlMs-li^ 
ftttt  Jesm  in  ber  arms.  This  iB  the  moal  chief  omtf^ 
pwBft  of  Our  Lad/s  Chapel.  But  what  di^apery  ibr  Ad 
iMfther  of  the  sacred  child  l^^tiff^  stardi^  rectango- 
laily^foldcd  \^ite  mnslin,  stuck  abMrt;  with  dhreiW 
aitiicial  flowers— like  nato  a  shew  figtire  in  BMbk 
Green  Fair !  This  ridicnl6i£s  and  mtost  disgusting  tm^ 
tome  bega»  more  particularly  at  Canddl>ec.  Why  k  H 
persevered  inr  Why  is  it  endured  ?  The  FVentefr  haM  a 
qfoidk  sensibility^  and  a  lively  appr^enbion  of  what 
is  beautiful  and  briUknt  in  the  arts  of  sculpture 
^painting  ...  bat  the  terms  '^  joV  '^  gentil/'  and 
f^  pv^re^"*  aM  made  use  of^  likecfaaMty^  takeover  a 
BMdtitude  of  sins'* . .  or  aberrations  f  rom^  true  taste,  t 
ioaroely  stof^ied  a  minute  in  this  diapd/but  proctfeedBft 
to  a  sideone^  to  the  rights  which  yet  affiirds  proof  «ef 
its  prtotine  splendour.  It  is  covered  with  gold  and 
colours.  Two  or  three  supplicants  were  kneefing-  beferi 
die  crucifix,  and  appeared  to  be  to  absorbed  in  tiieii^ 
devotions  as  to  be  insensible  of  every  surrounding  ob^ 
ject.  To  them,  the  partknilar  saiht  (I  have  forgotteii 
tiie  name)  to  whom  the  little  chapel  was  dedidated, 
seemed  to  be  dearer  and  more  interesting  than  ^ 
gCMral  voice  of  ^^  praise  and  thanki^;iving*^  with  whidi 
the  chbir  of  the  cathedral  resounded.  Before  we 
quit  the  plaoe  you  must  know  that  fou)i8core  candid 
dates  werp  ordsdnii^ ;  that  there  aresixty  clecgy  at- 
tachod^to  dte^^athedf^ii ;  andthat  i 
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<k«d  thggmiid  souk  are  under  the  spiritual  eogninaBce 

ci  tiie  BisHOit  OP  Bay£ux«     Uie  treasuMB  of  the  C^ 

tbedral'Were  once  exceesivey'*  and  the  ^useopal  stipend 

pro^rtionably  large :  bnt^  of  late  years^  things  are 

sadly  changed.    The  Galvinists  in  the  sixteenth  cen^ 

turyy  began  the  work  of  havoc  and  destruction  ;  and 

the  Revolntionists  in  tiie  eighteenth,  as  nsnal,  ^^pcrt 

the  colophon""  to  these  devastations.  At  present^  ftom 

)ft  very  respectable  source  of  informatk>n,  I  learn  that  the 

revenues  of  the,  Bishop  scarcely  exceed  7001  per  annnn 

^  our  own  money.    The  cinder  had  anciently  the 

privilege  of  coining  money.  I  cannot  take  leave  of  the 

dathedral  without  commending  in  strong  terms  of  ad^ 

marati^n^  the  lofty  iying  buttresses  of  the  exterior  of 

tl»>nave.  Tbeperp^idicular  portions  are  crowned  with 

a  sculptured  whole  length  figure^  from  which  the  semi- 

$mh  takes  its  spring ;  and  are  in  much  more  degant 

taste  tiian  a^y  othw  part  of  the  building.  While  view^ 

ing  the  exterior,  you  cannot  fell  to  be  struck,  in  the 

general  dearth  of  monuments^  with  the  following. mysr 

ttcions  inscription  rf* 

Qaaitadiai  Pasche  fiienit  cum  Clerus  ad  hv^ 

Que  iacet  htc  uetnle  uenimus  exequlas, 
Lieiitieque  diem  magis  amisisse  dolemus 

Quam  centum  tales  si  caderent  uetole. 

*  i^oere  once  eseeawe.'] — Cette  ^lise  . . .  ^it  sans  conlredil  «ie4at 
plus  ridies  de  France  en  vases  d*or  d*aig<enti  et  de  pierrories  5  ettre^ 
liques  et  en  oraemens.  Le  proc^verbal  qui  avoit  €tA  dress^  de  toutea 
ses  richesses,  en  1476,  contient  un  detail  qui  va  presque  li  rinfijii/^ 
Bed^res,  Hi^.  Sommaire,  p.  51. 

t  f  ifd^mfsterioui  inscfiptim,'] — ^'^  Cette  in0cription>  dontles  lettiw 
•ODt  mneiennes  et  teUes  qu*on  s*eii  servc^it  aVimt  les  ^phlobgue^^  ne 
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Hard  by  the  cathedral  stood  formerly  a  magnifibeDl 
BPificoPAL  PALACE.  Upon  this  palaco  the  old  writers 
(and  BeziereSy  in  particular — ^whose  sensible  manoal  of 
the  history  of  the  town,  I  piirchased  within  two  honrs 
after  my  arrival  here)  dearly  loved  to  expatiate.  Hiere 
is  now  however  nothing  but  a  good  lai^  comfortable 
£Bunily  mansion :  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  such 
hospitality  and  entertainment  as  the  episcopal  revenues 
will  afford.  I  have  not  only  seen,  but  visited,  this 
€|»iscopal  residence.  In  other  words,  my  friend  Piore- 
Aim6  Lair  having  promised  to  take  his  last  adieu  of 
me  at  Bayeux,  as  he  had  business  with  the  Bishop,  I 
met  him  agreeably  to  appointment  at  the  palace :  but 
his  host,  with  a  strong  corps  of  visitors,  having  just 
sate  down  to  dinner — ^it  was  only  one  o*clock — ^I  bade 
him  adieu,  with  the  hope  of  sedng  the  Bishop  on 
the  morrow — ^to  whom  he  had  indeed  motioned 
my  name.    Our  fiirewell  was  undoubtedly  warm  and 

porte  ni  date  ni  nom  appellBtif.  Qudques  un«  pr^tendent  qv'elk 
rq;arde  la  MaUre$$e  du  Due  de  Normandie,  qui^  ao  lieu  d'toe  enteiifc 
dans  r^;li8e,coinmeelle  TaToit  dedti,  Ait  endav^,  poor  parier  aion^ 
dans  r^paisaeur  du  mur  de  la  Tour>  par  ordre  du  diapitre.  Ne  aeroit* 
ce  point  plut6t  I$abeUe  de  Douvre,  maitresse  de  Robert  Comte  de 
Olocestre^  batard  de  Henri  I.  Roi  d'Angleterre^  dont  naquit  Richaid, 
qui  malgr^  le  d^ut  de  sa  naissance  fut  nonun^  Tan  1 1S3,  liTEvMi^ 
de  Bayeuz)  La  date  de  son  Oldt  an  124  d'Avril  insinue,  que  ce  futle 
jour  de  son  d^ote.  La  femme  d^sign^e  dans  V^itaphe  maamiMgit, 
et  max,  F^tes  de  Faques :  or  Faquea  en  Tannie  1166  tomba  an  tM* 
d'AvriL  Cea  epoquea  paroiaaent  aaaez  a*accorder  entr^ellea,  et  rin- 
acription  eat  aasur^ent  du  mime  tema.*'  In  a  note,  Bezierea  adds,* 
^  Le  Necrologe  de  laCath^drale  en  ftdt  mention  en  cea  termea :  94die 
mami  JpnUs,  OhUtu  habeUii,  nuUris  lUchar^  ^pUoopi  BqfOcJSHi 
CbiMMf  6<occitrir;*-^Jiifl.  Som.  p.  54. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BAYEUX.  357 

siaCare.  He  had  volunteered  a  thousand  acts  of  kmd* 
ness  towards  me  without  any  possible  motive  of  self 
interest;  and  as  he  lifted  up  his  right  hand^  exclaiming 
"  adieu^  pour  toigours! — *'  I  will  not  dissemble  that 
I  was  sensibly  affected  by  the  touching  manner  in 
which  it  was  uttered .  •  and  Pierre  Aiut  Lair  shall 
always  claim  from  me  the  warmest  wishes  for  his 
prosperity  and  happiness.  I  hurried  back  through 
the  court-yard — at  the  risk  of  losing  a  limb  from  the 
ferocious  spring  of  a  tremendous  (chained)  mastiff-— 
and  without  returning  the  salute  of  the  porter^  shut 
the  gate  violently^  and  departed.  For  five  minutes> 
paciAg  the  south  side  of  the  cathedral^  I  was  lost  in 
a  variety  of  even  painful  sensations.  How  was  I  to 
$pe  the  Library  ? — ^where  could  I  obtain  a  glimpse  of 
the  Tapestry  r — and  now^  that  Herre  Aim6  Lair  was  to 
be  no  more  seen,  (for  he  told  me  he  should  quit  the 
place  on  that  same  evening)  who  was  to  stand  my 
friend,  and  smooth  my  access  to  the  more  curious  and 
coveted  objects  <^  antiquity  ? 

Thus  absorbed  in  a  variety  of  contending  reflec- 
tions, a  tall  figure,  clad  in  a  loose  long  great  coat,  in  a 
very  gracious  manner  approached  and  addressed  me. 
^*  Your  name.  Sir,  is  D  *  *  ♦  ?'*  ^^  At  your  service. 
Sir,  that  is  my  name.**  **  You  were  yesterday  evening 
at  Monsieur  Pluquet*s,  purchasing  books?**  ^^  I  was, 
Siv.^  ^^  It  seems  you  are  very  fond  of  old  books,  and 
especially  of  those  in  the  French  and  Latin  languages  ?^* 
^^  I  am  fond  of  old  books  generally ;  but  I  now  seek 
more  particularly  those  in  your  language — and  have 
been  delighted  with  an  illuminated,  and  apparently 
coeval,  MS.  of  the  poetry  of  your  famous  Olivier 

VOL.  I.  Y 
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Bassblin^  which  •  •  .^  '^  You  saw  it^  Sir^  at  Monaeor 
Plnquefs.  It  belonged  to  a  common  friend  of  us  both. 
He  thinks  it  worth  . .  .""  ^^  He  asks  ten  loms  ior  fiir 
it^  and  he  shall  have  them  with  all  my  heart."  ^^  Sir^ 
I  know  he  will  never  part  with  it  even  for  that  large 
sum.''  I  smiled,  a3  he  pronounced  the  word ''  larger- 
bethinking  myself  of  Atticus,  for  whose  library  I 
had  intended  it !  '^  Do  me  the  honour.  Sir,  of  visiting 
my  obscure  dwelling,  in  the  country— a  short  league 
from  hence.  My  abode  is  humble :  in  the  midst  of  an 
orchard,  which  my  fiather  planted :  but  I  possess  a 
fisw  books,  some  of  them  curious,  and  should  like  to 
read  double  the  number  I  possess**  I  thanked  the 
stranger  for  his  polite  attention  and  gracious  offer, 
which  I  accepted  readily . .  ^^  This  evening.  Sir,  if 
you  please."  *^  With  all  my  heart,  this  very  evening. 
But  tell  me.  Sir,  how  can  I  obtain  a  sight  of  the  Chap- 
ter LrBRARY,  and  of  the  famous  Tapestry?''  *^  Speak 
softly,  (resumed  the  unknown) — for  I  am  watched  in 
this  place.  You  shall  see  both — but  must  not  say  that 
Monsieur  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  was  your  adviser  or  friend. 
For  the  present,  feu^welL  I  shall  expect  you  in  the 
evening.'*  We  took  leave ;  and  I  returned  hastily  to  the 
inn,  to  tell  my  adventures  to  my  companion. 

Iliere  is  something  so  charmingly  mysterious  in 
this  little  anecdote,  that  I  would  not  for  the  world  add 
a  syllable  of  explanation.  Leaving  you,  therefiH^  in 
full  possession  of  it,  to  turn  and  twist  it  as  you  please^ 
consider  me  as  usual.  Yours. 
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VISIT  NEAR  ST.  LOUP.  M.  PIiUQUST^  APOTHECARY  AND 
BOOK-VENDER.  VISIT  TO  THE  BISHOP.  THE  CHAP- 
TER LIBRARY.  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  BAYEUX  TAPES- 
TRY5  WITH  FAC-SIMILES.   TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Well^  my  good  friead !  the  stranger  has  beea  visited; 
his  library  inspected:  his  services  accepted :  and  his  cha- 
racter partly  unfolded.  To  this  I  must  add^  in  the  joy  of 
my  hearty  (as  indeed  I  mentioned  slightly  in  my  last) 
that  both  the  Chapter  Library  and  the  famous  Tapes- 
try have  been  explored  and  examined  in  a  manner^ 
I  trust,  worthy  of  British  curiosity.  I  hardly  know 
what  sort  of  order  to  adopt  in  this  my  second  and  last 
epistle  from  Bayeux ;  which  will  be  semi-bibliomania- 
oal  and  semi-archaeological:  and  sit  down,  almost  at 
random,  to  impart  such  intelligence  as  my  journal  and 
memory  may  supply. 

The  last  was  ahnost  a  purely  ecclesiastical  dispatch : 
as  I  generally  first  take  off  my  cap  to  the  towers  and 
turrets  pf  a  cathedral.  Now  then  for  the  stranger! 
*  *  for  it  would  be  cruel  to  prolong  the  agony  of 
expectation.  Mr.  Lewis  having  occupied  himself, 
almost  exclusively,  with  his  pencil  during  the  whole 
morning,  I  persuaded  him  to  accompany  me  to  St. 
Loup.  After  dinner  we  set  out  upon  our  expedition. 
It  had  rained  in  the  interim,  and  every  tree  was 
charged  with  moisture  as  we  passed  them . .   their 
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blossoms  exhaling  sweets  of  a  yet  more  pmigeat  fra« 
grance.  The  road  ran  in  a  straight  line  from  the  west 
fit>nt  of  the  cathedral,  which>  on  turning  round,  as  we 
saw  it  irradiated  by  partial  glimpses  of  sunshine,  be- 
tween masses  of  dark  clouds,  assumed  a  very  imposing 
and  venerable  aspect.  I  should  tell  you,  however, 
that  the  obliging  Monsieur  *****  came  himself 
to  the  Hdtel  de  Luxembourg,  to  conduct  us  to  his 
humble  abode :  for  "  humble"  it  is  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  About  two-thirds  of  the  way  thither,  we  passed 
the  little  church  of  St.  Loup :  a  perfect  Gothic  toy  oi 
the  xiith  century — ^with  the  prettiest,  best-proportimied 
tower  that  can  be  imagined.  It  has  a  few  slight  clus- 
tered columns  at  the  JTour  angles,  but  its  l^gfat  and 
breadth  are  truly  pigmy.  The  stone  is  of  a  whitidi 
grey.  We  did  not  enter ;  and  with  difficulty  could 
trace  our  way  to  examine  the  exterior  through  the  high 
grass  of  the  church  yard,  yet  Icud  with  the  heavy  rain. 
What  a  gem  would  the  pencil  of  Blorb  make  of  this 
tiny,  ancient,  interesting  edifice  I  At  length  we  struck 
<^,  down  a  lane  slippery  with  moisture  —  when, 
opening  a  large  swinging  gate — ^^  hevfi  (exckumed  our 
guide) — ^lived  and  died  my  &ther,  and  here  lus  son 
hopes  to  live  and  die  also.  Gentlemen,  yonder  is  my 
hermitage.**    On  looking  at  it, 

...  I  said  to  myself  if  there*8  peace  in  the  world, 
A  heart  that  is  humble  might  hope  for  it  here. 

It  was  indeed  a  retirement  of  the  most  secluded  kind : 
absolutely  surrounded  by  trees,  shrubs,  hay-stacks,  and 
corn-stacks — for  Monsieur*  *  *  *  *  hath  a  &ncy 
for  farming  as  well  as  for  reading.    The  stair-case, 
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though  constructed  of  good  hard  Nonliaa  stone^  was 
much  worn  in  the  nuddle  from  the  frequent  tread  of 
half  a  century.    It  was  also  fatiguingly  steep^  but 
luckily  it  was  short.    We  followed  our  guide  to  the 
left^  where,  passing  throng  one  boudoir-like  apai^ 
m&kty  strewn  with  books  and  papers^  and  hung  with 
a  jparoel  of  mean  ornaments  called  pictures,  we  en« 
tered  a  second — of  which  portions  of  the  wainscoat 
were  taken  away,  to  shew  the  books  which  were  de- 
posited behind.    Row  after  row,  and  pile  upon  pile, 
stitick  my  wondering  eye.    Anon,  a  closet  was  opened 
-r^and  there  again  they  were  stowed,  ^^  thick  and  three-* 
lirid.**    A  few  small  busts,  and  frw^tured  vases^  were 
meant  to  grace  a  table  in  the  centre  of  the  room.    OS 
the  books,  it  is  but  justice  to  say  that  rarity  had  been 
aacrificed  to  ti<s/tfy.  There  were  some  excellent,,  chcnce^ 
oritfeai  works :  a  good  deal  of  Latin ;  some  Greek, 
and  a  sprinkle  of  Hebrew — ^for  Monsieur  *    ♦  .  •  is 
both  a  gmoial  and  a  sound  scholar.    On  pointing  to 
Hetidnganfs  Hebrew  Bible,  in  four  folio  volumes,  1712^ 
^^  do  you  think  this  copy  dear  at  fourteen  francs  T  said, 
he  I — ^^  How,  Sir,**  (replied  I,  in  an  exstacy  of  as- 
tonishment)— ^you  mean  to  say  fourteen  lauis  r  ^^  Not 
at  all.  Sir*     I  purchased  it  at  the  price  jint  men-^ 
tioned,  nor  do  I  think  it  too  dear  at  that  sum/*  re- 
sumed he,  in  the  most  unsuspecting  manner.    I  then 
told  him,  as  a  sort  of  balsamic  consolation,  that  a  late 
friend  (I  alluded  to  poor  Mr.  Ormerod)  rejoiced  on 
giving  £\2.  for  a  copy  by  no  means  supmor.    ^^  Ah^ 
I&  bon  Dieu  I  •  •  .*"  was  his  only  observation  thereupon. 
When  about  to  return  to  the  boudoir,  through  whioh 
we  had  entered^  1  observed  with  mingled,  surprise,  and. 
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pleasure^  the  four  prettily  executed  English  prints, 
after  the  drawings  of  Lady  Spencer,  caltod  ^^  Ntm 
Shoesy' — ^^  Nice  Supper,**  &c.     Monsieur  ♦  ♦  *  ♦  was 
pleased  at  my  stopping  to  survey  them.      ^'  Ce  sent 
Ijty  Monsieur  (observed  he),  les  dames  qui  me  font 
toujours  compagnie ;" — nor  can  you  conceive  the  y&j 
soft  and  gentlemanly  manner,  accompanied  by  a  voice 
subdued  even  to  sadness  of  tone,  with  which  he  made 
this,  and  almost  every  observation.    I  found,  indeed, 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  discourse,  that  he  had  a 
mind  in  no  ordinary  a  state  of  cultivation :  and  on  ob- 
serving that  a  great  portion  of  his  library  was  thbolo- 
-GtOAL,  I  asked  him  respecting  the  general  subjects 
upon  which  he  thought  and  wrote.    He  caught  hdki  ai 
my  left  arm,  and  stooping  (for  he  is  much  taller  than 
myself, . . .  which  he  easily  may  be,  methinks  I  hear 
you  add . .)  ^*  Sir,  said  he,  I  am  by  profession  a  clergy- 
man .  .  although  now  I  am  designated  as  an  ex-Curi. 
I  have  lived  through  the  Revolution  • .  and  may  have 
partaken  of  some  of  its  irregularities,  rather,  I  shoidd 
hope,  than  of  its  atrocities.    In  the  general  hue-and- 
cry  for  reform,  I  thought  that  our  church  was  capable 
of  very  great  improvement,  and  I  think  so  still.    The 
part  I  took  was  inflaenced  by  conscientious  motives, 
rather  than  by  a  blind  and  vehement  love  of  rrform ; .. 
but  it  has  never  been  forgiven  or  forgotten.    The  estar 
blished  clergy  of  the  place  do  not  associate  with  me ; 
but  I  care  not  a  farthing  for  tkit — since  I  have  here 
(pointing  to  his  books)  the  very  best  society  in  the 
world.    It  was  from  the  persuasion  of  the  dwgy  hav- 
ing a  constantly-fixed  eye  upon  me,  that  I  told  you  I 
was  watched .  •  when  walking  near  the  precincts  of  the 
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eathedral.  I  had  been  seeking  you  during  the  whole 
<tf  the  office  of  OTdination.**  In  rq)ly  to  my  questioB 
about  his  archasological  researches^  he  said  he  was 
then  occupied  in  writing  a  disquisition  upon  the  B^- 
eux  Tapestry,  in  which  he  should  prove  that  the  Abb^ 
de  la  Rue  was  wrong  in  considering  it  as  a  perform- 
ance of  the  xiith  century.  *^  He  is  your  great  anti- 
qnarian  oracle*' — observed  I.  ^^  He  has  an  over^rated 
reputation'' — replied  he — ^^  and  besides^  he  is  too  hy- 
pothetical." Monsieur  *  *  *  ♦  *  promised  to  send 
me  a  copy  of  his  dissertation,  when  printed ;  and  then 
let  our  friend  N  *  *  *  be  judge  "  in  the  matter  of  the 
Bayeux  Tapestry."  From  the  open  windows  of  this 
hermitage,  into  which  the  branches  absolutdy  thrust 
themselves,  I  essayed,  but  in  vain,  to  survey  the  sur- 
rounding country ;  and  concluded  a  visit  of  nearly  two 
hours,  in  a  manner  the  most  gratifying  imaginable  to 
honest  feelings.  A  melancholy,  mysterious  air,  seemed 
yet,  however,  to  mark  this  amiable  stranger,  which 
bad  not  been  quite  cleared  up  by  the  account  he 
had  given  of  himself.  '^  Be  assured  (said  he,  at  part- 
ing) that  I  will  see  you  again,  and  that  every  facility 
shall  be  afforded  you  in  the  examination  of  the  Bayeux 
Tapestry.  I  have  an  uncle  who  is  an  efficient  member 
of  the  corporation." 

Never  was  a  solitude  more  complete,  nor  were  man- 
ners more  mild  than  those  of  Monsieur  ♦♦**#♦: 
and  I  returned  through  the  orchard  which  his  &ther 
had  planted,  ^th  sensations  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  describe.  Chi  my  wbj  homeward^  I  called  again 
upon  M.  Plnquet,  an  apothecary  by  profession^  but  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


364  BAYEUX. 

book  lover  and  a  book  vender*  in  hk  heart.  Tbe 
scene  was  rather  singular.  Below,  was  bis  Pharma- 
copeia ;  above  were  his  bed^room  and  books ;  with  a 
broken  wonld-be  antique  or  two,  in  the  court-yard, 
and  in  the  passage  leading  thereto.  My  first  visit 
had  been  hasty,  and  only  as  a  whetter  to  the  second. 
Yet  I  contrived  to  see  from  a  visitor,  who  was  pre- 
sent, the  desirable  MS.  of  the  vulgar  poetry  of  Olivibr 
Basselin,  of  which  I  made  mention  to  M.  *  ♦  ♦.  Itie 
same  stranger  was  again  present.  We  all  quietfy 
left  the  drugs  below  for  drugs  of  a  different  de- 
scription above — books  being  called  by  the  ancients, 
you  know,  the  "  Medicine  of  the  Soul.**  We 
mounted  into  the  bed-room.  Two  birds,  in  comically- 
wired  cages,  were  suspended  from  the  cieling,  and 
warbling  aloud.  A  sick  child,  of  three  years  <^  age, 
lay  in  a  crib,  by  the  side  of  the  bed  of  Monsieur  and 
Madame  Pluquet — ^the  pillows  of  which  were  fringed 
in  a  very  fanciful  manner.  Opposite  the  side  oi  the 
bed,  were  some  few  half  dozen  shelves,  covered  with 
books  of  all  descriptions.  M.  Pluquet  now  opened 
his  bibliographical  battery  upon  us.  ^^  Gentlemen  (for 
M.  Lewis  was  with  me)  you  see,  in  this  room,  all 
the  treasures  in  the  world  I  possess :  my  wife— -my 

'"'He  bag  since  established  bimself  at  Paris,  as  a  hoohteUtr :  and 
it  is  scaroely  three  months  since  I  received  a  letter  from  Yam,  in 
which  he  told  me  that  he  could  no  longer  resist  the  more  powerful 
impulses  of  his  heart — and  that  the  phials  of  physic  were  at  length 
abandoned  for  the  volumes  of  Verard  and  of  Gourmont.  My  friend, 
Mr.  Dawson  Tomer,  who  knew  hhn  at  Bayeux>  has  purchased  bocAs 
ofhimatFbris. 
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efaild — ^my  book0*-roy  antiquities.'*  Here  the  child 
moaned  somewhat  piteously^  crying  out  ^^  cher  papa, 
venez  id  T  but  the  hard-hearted  biliomaniacal  iEscu- 
iapius  continued— *  with  a  parenthetically  pronounced 
"  soyez  tranquille^  mignon.'* — ^^  Yes,  gentlemen,  these 
are  my  treasures.  I  am  enthusiastic,  even  to  mad- 
ness, in  the  respective  pursuits  into  which  the  latter 
branch  out ;  but  my  means  are  slender — and  my  aver-^ 
sion  to  my  business  is  just  about  in  proportion  to  my 
fondness  for  books.  Examine,  gentlemen,  and  try 
your  fortunes.*" 

I  scarcely  needed  such  a  rhetorical  incitement: 
but  alas !  the  treasures  of  M.  Pluquet  were  not  of  a 
"nature  quite  to  make  one's  fortune.  I  contrived, 
with  gi*eat  difficulty,  to  pick  out  something  of  a  re- 
cherchS  kind ;  and  expended  a  napoleon  upon  some 
scarce  little  grammatical  tracts,  chiefly  Greek,  printed 
by  Stephen  at  Paris,  and  by  Hervagius  at  Basil: 
among  the  latter  was  the  BeUum  grammaiicale  of 
£.  Hessus.  M.  Pluquet  wondered  at  my  rejecting  the 
folios,  and  sticking  so  closely  to  the  duodecimos ;  but 
had  he  shewn  me  a  good  Verard  Romance  or  u  Eustace 
Froissart,  he  would  have  found  me  as  alert  in  running 
away  with  the  one  as  the  other.  I  think  he  is  really 
the  most  enthusiastic  book-lover  I  have  ever  seen: 
certainly  as  a  Bibliopolist.  We  concluded  a  very  ani- 
mated conversation  on  all  sides :  rendered  more  noisy 
by  the  notes  of  the  canaries,  (who  raised  their  voices 
as  we  raised  ours)  and  the  squalling  of  the  sick  child^ 
who  necessarily  in  turn  became  more  clamorous  as 
papa  and  mama  refused  to  listen  to  its  cries.    M. 
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Pluquet  toH  me  at  parting  that  M.  •*♦  hadrcqufested 
his  uncle  to  facilitate  our  researches  respecting  the 
Ghf^ter  Library,  and  the  Tapestry :  that  he  had  him- 
self spoken  to  the  adjoint  of  the  mayor  respecting 
the  former,  and  that  the  Abb^  F^tit  had  been  solicit- 
ed to  promote  my  wishes  in  regard  to  the  latter. 
Upon  the  whole,  this  was  one  of  the  most  variooriy 
and  satisfactorily  spent  days  of  my  '^  voyage  biblio- 
graphique." 

On  the  morrow,  the  mysterious  and  amiable  M. 
♦  *  *  was  with  me  betimes.  He  said  he  had  brought 
a  basket  of  books,  from  his  hermitage,  which  he  had 
left  at  a  friend's  house,  and  he  entreated  me  to  come 
imd  examine  them.  In  the  mean  while  we  had  had 
not  only  a  peep  at  the  Tapestry,  but  Mr.  Lewis 
bad  obtained  permission  to  make  a  fac-simile  of  such 
portion  of  it  as  I  might  deem  necessary  for  any  par- 
ticular object  in  view.  I  had  been  introduced  to  the 
mayor,  who  is  chief  magistrate  for  life :  a  very  Csesar 
io  miniature.  He  received  me  stiffly,  and  appeared 
at  first  rather  a  priggish  sort  of  a  gentleman ;  observ- 
ing  that  ^^  my  countryman,  Mr.  Stothard,*  had  be» 

*  Mr.  Stothard,  Jun.  This  gentleman  has  completely  finished  his 
laboiursj  in  a  manner  which  reflects  equal  credit  upon  the  Societj  of 
Antiquaries,  at  whose  expense  his  mission  was  performed,  and  upon 
himself.  His  own  account  of  the  tapestiy  may  be  seen  in  the  xizth 
tolume  of  the  Archsologia.  It  is  brief,  perspicuous,  and  satisfac- 
tory. His  &c-8imile  is  one  half  the  size  of  the  original ;  executed 
with  great  neatness  and  fidelity)  but  probably  the  touches  are  • 
UHle  too  artist-like  or  masta-ly.  Thb  invaluable  drawing  wiQ  be 
engraved  and  published  by  the  same  Society. 
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AmAj  there  for  m  months^  upon  the  same  errand, 
and  what  could  I  want  further  T  A  short  r^fy 
served  to  conyince  him  ^^  that  it  would  be  no  abuse  of 
an  extended  indulgence  if  he  would  allow  another 
Ikigtish  artist  to  make  a  fisu^-simile  of  a  different  de- 
scription, from  a  very  small  portion  only/'  Permis*- 
aiim  was  then  granted — the  Tapestry  unrolled — and 
down  sat,  or  stood,  or  stooped,  my  graphic  companion 
to  commence  and  conclude  his  labours.  Let  us  leave 
him  awhile,  hard  at  woik,  and  continue  the  book^mmr-^ 
roHve. 

In  our  way  to  M.  *  *  *  *'s  friend,  I  called  Twth 
him  at  the  Abb4*s,  with  a  view  to  get  a  sight  of  die 
Chapter  Library.  He  was  from  home,  but  would  re- 
turn in  an  hour.  I  then  attacked  the  aforesaid  basket 
~^not  of  apples,  or  of  flowers,  but— of  books :  and  from 
a  few  unimportant  articles  I  selected  a  loose  uncirt 
(mark  that !)  copy  of  the  Petit  BernanTs  Ovid's  Meta^ 
morphoses*,  of  which  the  generous  Stranger  bulged 
my  acceptance.  *^  What  a  pretty  thing  will  Chades 
hems  (thought  I  to  myself)  make  of  this  book!" 
and  so  sa3ring  I  slipt  it  gradually,  but  in  the  £ace  of 
all  present,  (mark  that  abo!)  into  my  large  inner 
pocket.  Meanwhile  a  young  paysanne,  of  the  superior 
orda*,  arrived  with  her  cher  ami ;  who  carried  a  gay 
china  cup  in  one  hand,  and  a  slender  cane  in  the 
other.  Droll  accompaniment!  She  had  a  very  tower- 
tng^cauchoise ;  and  as  it  was  market-day,  was  dressed 
in  her  best.  A  fourth  gentleman  next  arrived; 
another  friend  of  M.  *  *  *  *'s.    He  had  brought  a 

*  CoamiiiiheJ^tiographicalDeeamerimi  toL  l.p.  181-8. 
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^5  bd  exempkure**  of  a  IamHh  TeHcmeni  in  a  silk  hand-- 
kerchief^  and  '^  would  I  do  him  the  &Tonr  to  accqit 
itr  I  was  absolutely  "p6n^tr6."  This  followed  its 
precursor  into  the  self-same  inner  pocket.  It  was 
bound  in  blue  morocco,  and  the  outside  ^cwatioii 
piit  me  in  mind  of  Count  Hoym — simjdy  because  the 
arms  of  that  distinguished  Biblimnaniac  were  upon 
tbB  coyer. 

The  little  book-assembly  broke  up,  and  the  Stranger 
i^n  accompanied  me  to  the  Abb6.  More  than  an 
hour  had  clasped — ^but  the  Abb£  was  still  invisible. 
The  maid  smiled  as  I  repeated  the  question  of  his 
being  at  home,  and  I  thought  I  saw  the  head  of  a^ 
man  peeping  through  the  blinds  of  the  parkmr.  You 
shall  quickly  know  why  I  am  thus  piuticular.  ^^  lliis 
will  never  do,  said  I  to  my  amiable  companion :  we 
will  go  at  once  to  the  Bishop.**  ^  Say  not  we^  he* 
replied.  '^  If  you  take  me  there,  you  will  never  obtain 
the  object  you  have  in  view.  Besides,  I  am  an  excom- 
municated man. .  .**  added  he,  smiling.  He  left  me,  to 
return  withhis  basket  of  books  under  his  arm  to  his 
beloved  hermitage ;  promising  to  see  me  once  again  be« 
fore  my  departure.  I  then  went  bdidly  towards  the  epis- 
copal palace,  and  wrote  a  note  in  pendl  to  the  Bisliop 
at  the  porter*s  lodge,  mentioning  the  name  of  M.  Lair, 
and  the  object  of  my  visit.  The  porter  observed  that 
they  had  just  sat  down  to  dinner — ^but  would  I  o»B 
at  three?  It  seemed  an  age,  to  that  hour;  but  at 
length  three  o'clock  came,  and  I  was  punctual  to  the 
minute.  The  recollection  of  a  certain  library  attached 
to  one  of  the  most  venerable  and  most  magnificent  <rf 
the  cathedrals  of  our  own  countiy — and  of  which  the 
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curators  have  always  shewn  a  most  liberal  sense  of  its 
management^  as  well  as  a  just  appreciaHon  of  its  trea^ 
sures  —  has  always  inflamed  my  curiosity  to  take 
a  peep  at  €^afttt  XttMCariefr^  wherever  situated.  I  was 
immediately  admitted  into  the  premises,  and  even  the 
barge  mastiff  seemed  to  know  that  I  was  not  an  un- 
expected visitor — for  he  neither  growled,  nor  betrayed 
any  symptoms  of  uneasiness.  In  my  way  to  the  an^ 
<fience  chamber  I  saw  the  crosier  and  robes  which  the 
Bishop  had  worn  the  preceding  day,  at  the  ceremony 
of  ordination,  lying  picturesquely  upon  the  table :  a 
good  vignette  (thought  I  to  myself)  for  a  history  of 
the  cathedral.  The  audience  chamber  was  rather  an 
elegant  one,  adorned  with  Gobeleins  tapestry,  quite 
fresh,  and  tolerably  expressive:  and  while  my  eyes 
were  fastened  upon  two  figures  enacting  the  parts  of 
an  Arcadian  shepherd  and  shepherdess,  a  servimt  came 
in  and  announced  the  approach  of  Monsbionsur 
FEvBQUB.  I  rose  in  a  trice  to  meet  him,  between 
doubt  and  apprehension  as  to  the  result.  The  Bishop 
entered  with  a  sort  of  body-guard;  being  surrounded 
by  six  or  seven  canons  who  had  been  dining  with  him, 
and  who  peeped  at  me  over  his  shoulder  in  a  very 
fflgnificant  manner.  The  flush  of  good  cheer  was 
visible  in  their  countenances — but  for  their  Diocesan, 
I  must  say  that  he  is  yet  more  interesting  upon  a 
ftmiliar  view.  He  wore  a  close  purple  dress,  bat- 
tmied  down  the  middle  from  top  to  bottom.  A  cross 
bung  upon  his  breast.  His  countenance  had  lost 
nothing  of  its  expression  by  the  absence  of  the  mitre, 
and  he  was  gracious  even  to  loquacity!  I  am  willing 
to  hope  that  I  vms  eqtially  prudent  and  brief  in  the 
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q>ecificatioii  of  the  object  I  had  in  view.  My  retjnest ' 
as  promptly  as  it  was  courteously  granted.  ^^  You  wiD 
excuse  my  attending  you  in  person  ;  (said  the  Bishop) 
but  I  will  instantly  send  for  the  Abb£  F^it,  who  is  oar 
librarian  ;  and  who  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  wait 
upon  you^  and  ^Etcilitate  your  researches.*'  He  then 
dispatched  a  messenger  for  the  reluctant  LilHwiaBi 
and  b^an  a  familiar  chat  respecting  '^  the  situation 
and  number  of  my  CurtSy^ — the  answer  to  which  <^ 
course  did  not  require  a  catalogue  raisormi.  At  tiie 
mention  of  this  Abb£  F^tit,  I  pricked  up  my  ears— r 
but  I  had  now  only  to  thank  the  Bishop  for  hk  polite- 
nessi  and  to  wish  him  a  good  day.  The  Abb6  F^tit 
quickly  arrived  with  two  more,  who  came  trotting 
after  htm— and  enlivened  by  the  jingling  music  of  the 
library  keys,  which  were  dangling  from  the  Abb6*s 
fingers,  I  quickened  my  steps  towards  the  Chapter 
library. 

:  But  I  was  resolved  to  catechise  this  said  Abb6  for 
his  incivility  in  not  admitting  me  into  his  house  after 
two  repeated  calls.  While  therefore  we  were  posting 
through  the  transepts  of  the  cathedral,  or  rather  just 
as  we  had  ginned  a  confined  passage,  after  turning  the 
key  upon  the  north  transept  door,  I  began  to  prepare 
my  string  of  interrogatories.  My  first  question  was 
perfectly  a  home  thrust :  ^^  Je  vous  dirai  (replied  he, 
very  readily—just  as  the  key  of  the  Library  door  had 
been  admitted  into  the  wards  <^the  lock,  and  looking 
at  me  at  the  same  time  rather  archly,  over  his  r^^ 
shoulder)  je  vous  dirai  pourquoi  je  ne  vous  ai  pas 
admis  chez  moi,  pour  causer  touchant  la  bibliotb^ue. 
*^toit  parce  que  j*ai  bien  apper^n  que  votee  com- 
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pagnoD  n*^toH  pas  Fhomme  pour  nous.**  The  reool^ 
lection  of  the  conversation  near  the  cathedral,  the 
preceding  day — as  well  as  the  whole  conduct  of  M  *  * — 
immediately  came  across  me  .  •  and  I  asked  no  more 
questions.  But  the  Abb£  complaisantly,  and  even 
jocosely,  added — ^^  comme  yous  6tes  bien  avec  Mon*>> 
seigneur  L*£y6que,  yous  yerrez  tout  ce  quMl  vous  fiEitit. 
Ah  5a,  montons!''  This  "addition" — ^togethw  with 
a  certain  unaccountable  magnetic  influence,  arising, 
I  make  no  doubt,  from  the  properties  of  the  furm- 
ture  above  stairs — entirely  subdued  all  irritabilities^ 
and  I  mounted  a  good  deal  quicker  than  my  com* 
panions. 

We  were  no  sooner,  all  four,  fairly  within  the  library, 
than  I  requested  my  chief  conductor  to  give  me  a  brief 
outlme  of  its  history.  "  Willingly"  he  replied.  "  This 
library,  the  remains  of  a  magnificent  collection,  of  from 
30,  to  40,000  volumes,  was  originally  placed  in  the 
Chapter-house,  hard  by.  Look  through  the  wiudow 
to  your  left,  and  you  wiU  observe  the  ruins  of  that 
building.  We  have  here  about  5000  volumes:  but 
the  original  collection  consisted  of  the  united  libraries 
of  defunct,  and  evai  of  living,  clergymen — ^for,  during 
the  revolution,  the  clergy,  residing  both  in  town  and 
country,  conveyed  their  libraries  to  the  Chapter-house, 
as  a  protection  ageunst  private  pillage.  Well !  in  that 
same  Chapter-house,  the  books,  thus  collected,  were 
piled  one  upon  another,  in  layers,  flat  upon  the  flow — 
reaching  absolutely  to  the  cieling  • .  •  and  for  ten  long 
years  not  a  creature  ventured  to  introduce  a  key  into 
the  library  door.  The  windows  also  were  rigidly  ke(>t 
shut.    At  length  the  Revolutionists  wanted  lead  for 
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musket  balls,  and  they  unroofed  the  chapter-house 
with  their  usual  dexterity.  Down  came  the  rain  upon 
the  poor  books,  in  consequence ;  and  when  M.  Moy- 
sant  received  the  orders  of  government  to  examine 
this  library,  and  to  take  away  as  many  books  as  he 
wanted  for  the  public  library  at  Caen  ...  he  was  abso- 
lutely horror-struck  by  the  obstacles  which  presented 
themselves !  From  the  close  confinement  of  every  door 
and  window,  for  ten  years,  the  rank  and  fetid  odour, 
which  issued  therefrom,  was  intolerable.  For  a  lull  fort- 
night every  door  and  window  was  left  open  for  venti- 
lation, ere  M.  Moysant  could  begin  his  work  of  selec- 
tion. He  selected  about  5000  volumes  only ;  but  the 
infuriated  Revolutionists,  on  his  departure,  wantonly 
plundered  and  destroyed  a  prodigious  number  of  the 
remainder  • .  ^^  et  enfin  (concluded  he)  vous  voyez. 
Monsieur,  ce  quails  nous  out  laiss^.** — ^You  will  give 
me  credit  for  having  listened  to  every  word  of  such  a 
tale. 

The  present  library,  which  is  on  the  first  floor,  is 
apparently  about  twenty-five  feet  square.  But  what, 
think  you,  was  the  first  curiosity  which  the  Abb£  F^tit 
jdarted  upon  to  shew  me  ?  The  Contes  de  la  Fontaine 
in  four  folio  volumes-— as  common  a  work  (I  had  al- 
most said)  as  a  penny  roll.  My  cicerone  was  astonish- 
ed on  hearing  of  its  frequent  occurrence  with  us ; — but 
I  hastened  to  dispense  with  his  services — ^under  the  more 
courteous  toumure  de  phrase  of  giving  him  no  fur- 
ther trouble,  and  began  to  cater  for  myself.  On  re- 
marking that,  of  the  Acta  Sanctorum,  they  had  only 
20  volumes, — ^^  it  is  complete  neverthdess,**  was  the 
reply  I   A  good  sample  of  fitness  for  the  office  of  Head 
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Ltbrarian.  t  had  not  yet  met  with  a  diDgle  copy  of 
liie  PohfgUd  Bible  of  Cardinal  XhneneSy  and  of  course 
was  not  much  disappointed  at  finding  it  wanting  here. 
Of  Le  Jays  Polyglot  there  was^  as  usual,  a  very  desi- 
rable copy.  The  Abb6  made  me  observe  the  Xlllth. 
volume  of  the  Gallia  Christiana^*  in  boards,  remark- 
ing that ''  it  was  of  excessive  rarity  :**  but  I  doubt  this. 
On  shewing  me  the  famous  volume  of  Sanctius  or  San- 
ehez  de  Matrimonio  SacramentariOy  1607,  folio,  the 
Abb6  observed — ^^  that  the  author  wrote  it,  standing 
with  his  bare  feet  upon  marble.**  I  was  well  pleased 
with  a  vastly  pretty  illuminated  ms.  Missal^  in  a  large 
thick  quarto  volume,  with  borders  and  pictures  in  good 
condition ;  but  did  not  fail  to  commend  right  hear- 
tily the  proper  bibliomaniacal  spirit  of  M.  F^tit  in 
having  reserved  (or  kept  concealed)  the  second  volume 
of  Gering^s  Latin  Bible — being  the  first  impression  of 
the  sacred  text  in  France — ^when  M.  Moysant  came 
armed  with  full  powers  to  carry  off  what  treasures  he 
pleased.  No  one  knows  what  has  become  of  the  first 
volume,  but  this  second  is  cruelly  imperfect — contain- 
ing about  a  dozen  blank  leaves  to  supply  the  place  of 
those  which  were  wanting.  It  is  othei'wise  a  fair  copy. 
There  are  scarcely  any  classics,  and  not  three  of  the 
xvth  century.  Upon  the  whole,  although  it  is  almost 
a  matter  of  conscience,  as  well  as  of  character,  with  me, 
to  examine  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  library,  and 
especially  of  a  public  one,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that 

*  the  GalUa  G&mliaiitf.]— A  complete  copy  is  of  excesaiy^  rarity  te 
our  own  country^  but  Doi  so  abroad.  It  is  yet^  however,  an  imperfecl 
wori(. 

VOL.  I.  Z 
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the  coUeotion  under  oonsideretioii  U  hardly  worthy  of  a 
second  visit :  and  accordingly  I  took  both  a  first  and  a 
final  view  of  it.  The  Ahb€  F4tit  gained  upon  me  much 
before  I  took  my  leave.  To  say  the  truth,  he  is  not 
only  very  good-looking,  but  very  civil,  and  even  fiksa- 
tious  in  his  manner  of  shewing  the  book-lions.  Why 
does  an  imchristian-like  spirit  of  prejudice,  in  religioas 
matters,  turn  the  milk  of  human  nature  into  gall  ? 

From  the  Cliapter  I  went  to  the  Colluqe  Libraet. 
In  other  words,  there  is  a  fine  public  school,  orLyce£, 
m  college,  where  a  great  number  of  lads  and  young 
men  are  educated  ^^  according  to  art.*'    The  building 
is  extensive  and  well-situated  :  the  play-ground  is  large 
and  commodious ;  and  there  is  a  well-cultivated  gar^ 
den  ^^  tempting  with  forbidden  fruit.**    Into  this  gar- 
den I  strolled  in  search  of  the  President  of  the  College, 
who  was  not  within  doors.    I  found  him  in  company 
with  some  of  the  masters,  and  with  several  young  men 
either  playing,  or  about  to  play,  at  skittles.    On  com- 
municating the  object  of  my  visit,  he  granted  me  an 
immediate  passport  to  the  library — ^^  mais.  Monsieur, 
(added  he)  ce  n*est  rien :  il  y  avcnt  autrefois  quelque 
chose ;  maintenant,  ce  n*est  qu*un  amas  de  livres  tr^ 
communs.**     I  thanked  him,  and  accompanied  the 
librarian  to  the  Library  ;  who  absolutely  apologized 
all  the  way  for  the  little  entertainment  I  should  receive^ 
There  was  indeed  little  enough.    The  room  may  be 
about  eighteen  feet  square.  Of  the  bocdcs,  a  great  por« 
tion  was  in  vellum  bindings,  in  wretched  condition. 
Here  was  Jdi/'s  Polyglot ^  and  the  matrimonial  Sane- 
tins  again !     There  was  a  very  respectable  spridf- 
ling  of  Spanish  and  French  Dictionaries ;  some  few  not 
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irh»% uudeairable  AUuses ;  and  therms  Lotivain  edi 
timt  diSir  Th&mas  More's  Works,  printed  ito  1566,  fcK 
Moj*  I  saw  too  with  horror-mingled  regret>  a  frig-htftdly 
iHiperfect  copy  of  the  Service  of'  Bdymsx  Cathedral^ 
prrinted  in  the  Gothic  letter,  upon  vbllcm.  But  the 
great  cnriosity  is  a  small  brass  or  bronze  cmdfix, 
about  nine  inches  high,  standing  upon  the  mantle^ 
piece ;  rery  ancient,  firom  the  character  of  the  crown, 
wtrfeh  savours  of  the  latter  period  of  Roman  art— and 
whiehis  the  only  crown,  bereft  of  thorns,  that  I  ever 
saw  upon  the  head  of  our  &iviour  so  represented.  The 
eyes  appear  to  be  formed  of  a  bright  brown  glass. 
Upon  the  whole  ;  as  this  is  not  a  book,  nor  a  fragment 
of  an  old  illumination,  I  will  say  nothing  more  about 
its  age.  I  was  scarcely  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
in  the  library  ;  but  was  fully  sensible  of  the  poKtenesB 
of  my  attendant,  and  of  the  truth  of  his  prediction, 
that  I  should  receive  little  entertainment  from  an 
examination  of  the  books, 

Nowthen,  my  friend,  it  is  high  time  that  you  should 
be  introduced  in  proper  form  to  the  famous  BayeCx 
Tapestry.  Let  us  leave,  therefore,  paper  and  print- 
ing, for  Mnen  and  needi^-work.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  communicate  the  hundred  little  things  which  oc- 
curred till  Mr.  Lewis  had  finished  his  laborious  task, 

•  Dbe  rare  Louvain  edition  of  Sir  Thomas  Morels  Works,  &c.]  —There 
bare  been  btt>liogniphers^  and  there  are  yet  knowiDg  book-CQUceCDis, 
who  covet  this  edition  in  preference  to  the  Leipsic  impressioki  of  Sir  T. 
More'0  Works  of  1 698  5  in  folio.  But  this  must  proceed  from  sheer  ob- 
stinacy ',  or  rather^  perhaps,  from  ignorance  that  the  latter  edition  con* 
tains  the  Utopia — whereas  in  the  former  it  is  imaccountably  omitted  to 
be  reprinted — ^which  itmighthare  been^  from  various  previous  editions. 
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after  an  application  of  six  or  eight  hours,  for  two  suc- 
cessive mornings.  His  labours  are  at  an  end,  and 
they  have  been  thoroughly  successful.  I  hope  to  carry 
^th  me,  throughout  France  and  Germany,  this  most 
marvellous  fac-simile — stitch  for  stitch,  colour  for  co- 
lour, size  for  size.  Not  that  I  would  be  understood  to 
Mnder-rate  the  previous  labours  of  Mr.  Stothard,  which 
are  in  truth  equally  admirable— only  that  they  are  of  a 
different  nature,  and  upon  a  more  extensive  scale. 
Know  then,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  that  this  cele- 
brated piece  of  Tapestry  represents  chiefly  the  Invasion 
OF  England  by  William  the  Conqueror,  and  the 
subsequent  death  of  Haiold  at  the  battle  of  Has- 
tings. It  measures  about  214  English  feet  in  length, 
by  about  nineteen  inches  in  width  ;  and  is  supposed  to 
have  been  worked  under  the  particular  superinten- 
dance  and  direction  of  Matilda,  the  wife  of  the  Con- 
queror. It  was  formerly  exclusively  kept  and  exhi- 
bited in  the  Cathedral ;  but  it  is  now  justly  retained 
in  the  Town  Hall,  and  treasured  as  the  most  precious 
relic  among  the  archives  of  the  city.  There  is  indeed 
every  reason  to  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  valuable 
historical  monuments  which  France  possesses.  It  has 
also  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  archaeological  discus- 
sion. Montfaucon,  Ducarel,  and  De  La  Rue,  have 
come  forward  successively — but  more  especially  the 
first  and  last :  and  Montfaucon  in  particular  has  fa- 
voured the  world  with  copper-plate  representations  of 
the  whole.  There  are  in  fact  several  series  of  plates  of 
portions  of  this  needle-work  ;  but  all  those  which  I  have 
seen  are  lamentably  defective.  Montfaucon's  plates 
are  generally  much  too  small :  and  the  more  enlarged 
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are  too  ornamental.  It  is  rights  first  of  all/ that  you 
shonld  have  an  idea  how  this  piece  of  tapestry  is  pre^ 
served,  or  rolled  up.  You  see  it  here,  therefore,  pre- 
cisely as  it  appears  after  the  person  who  shews  it  takes 
off  the  cloth  with  which  it  is  usually  covered. 
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A  female  uiinoUs  ftnd  explains  it  td  yoa.  The  firat 
portion  of  the  needle*wofk,  representing  the  embassjr 
of  Harold,  from  EdWard  the  Confitesdr  to  William 
Duke  of  Normandy,  is  comparatireiy  mnoh  defeeed— ^ 
that  is  to  say,  the  stitches  ar^  worn  away^  and  Utile 
more  than  the  ground,  or  fine  close  linen  cloth,  remains. 
It  is  not  far  from  the  beginning — and  where  the  colour  is 
fresh,  and  the  stitches  are,  comparatively,  preserved — 
that  you  see  the  Portrait  of  Harold  which  accom- 
panies this  letter.*  Nothing  can  be  more  true  to  the 
original. 

*  See  the  Opposite  Platb.  In  the  original,  this  figure,  whidi  is 
upon  horseback,  is  thus  introduced — with  the  attendant  pursuiyanta 
and  dogs  :  but  great  liberties,  as  a  nice  eye  will  readily  discern— even 
upon  this  reduced  scale — ^have  been  taken,  when  compared  with  the 
opposite  foe-simile.  The  ensuing  is  a  mere  copy  of  the  smaller  suite 
fit)m  MontfiGHicon ;  also  in  outline. 
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You  are  to  underatand  that  the^  stitches^  if  tliey  may 
be  so  called,  are  threads  laid  side  by  side — and  bound 
down  at  intervals  by  cross  stitches,  or  fostenings-^upon 
rather  a  fine  linen  cloth ;  and  that  the  parts  intended 
to  represent  ^^A  are  left  untouched  by  the  needle.  I 
obtained  a  few  straggling  shreds  of  the  worsted  with 
which  it  is  worked.  The  colours  are  generally  a  faded 
or  bluish  green,  crimson,  and  pink.  About  the  last  five 
feet  of  this  extraordinary  roll  are  in  a  yet  more  de- 
cayed and  imperfect  state  than  the  first  portion.  But 
the  designer  of  the  subject,  whoever  he  was,  had  an 
eye  throughout  to  Roman  art — as  it  appeared  in  its 
later  stages.  The  folds  of  the  draperies,  and  the  pro- 
portions of  the  figures,  are  executed  with  this  feeling : 
witness  the  following  representation  of  one  of  the 
messengers  of  William. 


I  admit  that  this  is  a  mere  copy  of  Montfaucon*s 
plate,  and  that,  compared  with  the  original,  it  is  too 
sharp  and  brilliant — ^but  you  can  hence  judge  pretty 
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accurately  of  the  geaeral  chocacter  of  the  origftaai. 
You  may  possibly  like  to  have  a  farther  spedmen  or 
two :  first  of  the  Shippings  and  secondly  of  the  Arehkec- 
ture.  Take  them^  and  admit  that  they  are  very  carious 
and  very  interesting  performances  of  the  age. 
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!  You  will  bbserve  tbat^  both  al  top  and  at  bottom  of 
tiie  prindiNd  subject,  there  is  a  ranBing  allegorical 
ornament  ;*  of  which  I  will  not  incur  the  presumption 
to  suppose  myself  a  successful  interpreter.  The  constel^ 
lations,  and  the  symbols  of  agriculture  and  of  rural  oc- 
cupation, form  the  chief  subjects  of  this  running  orna- 
ment. All  the  inscriptions,  as  you  have  them  above,  are 
executed  in  capital  letters  of  about  an  inch  in  length ; 
and  upon  the  whole,  whether  this  extraordinary  and  in« 
valuable  relic  be  of  the  latter  end  of  the  xith,  or  of  the 
banning  or  middle  of  the  xiith  century-f-  seems  to  me  a 

*  a  runrwig  allegorical  ornament,'] — Somethiiig  similar  may  be  seen 
HQUDd  the  border  of  the  baptismal  vase  of  St.  Louis,  io  Millin*s  Antu 
pdUs  Nationales.  A  part  of  the  border  iQ  the  Tapestry  is  a  represent 
tation  of  subjects  from  ^sop*s  Fables. 

f  be  of  the  latter  end  of  the  Xlth  or  ofihe  beginning  or  middleofthe 
Xllth  centwryl'^Of  tL  monument^  which  has  been  pronounced  by  one 
of  our  ablest  antiquaries  to  be  "  The  noblest  in  the  world  relat- 
ufo  TO  OUR  OLD  ENGLISH  Histort/'  (Scc  Stukehfs  PaUeog.  Britan, 
Number  XI.  1746,  4to.  p.  2-3)  it  may  be  expected  that  some  archaeo- 
logical discussion  should  be  here  subjoined.  Yet  I  am  free  to  confess 
thatj  after  the  essays  of  Messrs.  Gumey,  Stothard,  and  Amyott,  (and 
more  especially  that  of  the  latter  gentleman)  the  matter — as  to  the 
period  of  its. execution — ^may  be  considered  as  well  nigh,  if  not 
idiollyj  at  rest.  These  essays  appear  in  the  XVIlIth  and  XlXth 
▼idumes  of  the  Archaeologia.  The  Abb6  de  la  Rue  contended  that  this 
Tapestry  was  worked  in  the  time  of  the  second  Matilda,  or  theEmprest^ 
Maud,  which  would  bring  it  to  the  earlier  part  of  the  xiith.  centuryr. 
The  antiquaries  above  mentioned  contend,  with  greater  probability^ 
that  it  is  a  performance  of  the  period  which  it  professes  to  commemo- 
mte ',  namely,  of  the  defeat  of  Harold  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  and 
oonsequently  of  the  acquiring  of  the  Crown  of  EJngland,  by  conquest, 
on  the  part  of  William.  This  latter  therefore  brings  it  to  the  period 
of  about  1066,  to  1088 — so  that,  after  all,  the  difierence  of  opinion  is 
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matter  <^  rather  aeeondaiy  consideration.  Tliatitilat 
onoe  (borrowii^  a  word  ont  of  the  Inbliomattiacal  ¥o^ 

only  whether  thU  Tapefttrj  be  Bftyyean  oUer^  or  ycMiBgcr  then  th^ 
fespeptiTe  advpcat^  oonteod. 

Mr.  Gursey^s  Essay  is  chiefly  ocoapied  by  the  "  ffucriptitmt  4aU  Sub- 
jects,*' These  are  futhfuliy  specified ;  as  are  the  engraTings  of  a  few  of 
the  subjects  to  be  seen  on  the  banners.  Mr.  Gumey  justly  €ib&enre$ 
that  "  the  prints  we  have  of  it,  are  very  insufficient  to  oonwj  any 
accurate  idea*'  of  the  original.  He  further  calls  the  peffomwaot 
''  an  apdogetical  history  of  the  clauns  of  William  to  the  Crown  of 
England,  and  of  the  breach  of  faith  and  fall  of  Harold;  and  thatitii 
a  perfect  and  finished  action.*'  ArdKseologia :  voL  xriii.  p.  359.— Mr. 
Charles  Stothard  has  an  observation  worth  extracting.  '*  On  coming 
(says  he)  to  that  part  of  the  tapestry  where  Harold  is  prisoner  in  die 
hands  of  Guy  Earl  of  Ponthieu,  a  most  singular  custom  first  prcicnts 
itself  in  the  persons  of  Duke  William^  Guy^  and  their  people ;  not 
only  are  their  upper  lips  shaven^  but  nearly  the  whole  of  their  heads, 
excepting  a  portion  of  hair  left  in  front.  It  is  from  the  ^king  con* 
irast  which  these  figures  form  with  the  messenger  who  is  croudting 
before  William,  that  it  is  evident  he  is  a  Saxon,  and  probably  dis- 
patched from  Harold.  It  is  a  curious  drcumstance  in  fevonr  of  die 
great  antiquity  of  the  Tapestry,  that  time  has,  I  believe,  handeddown  to 
us  no  other  representation  of  this  most  singular  feshion,  and  itappens 
to  throw  new  light  on  a  fact,  which  has  perhaps  been  misunderstood: 
the  report  made  by  Harold*s  spies,  that  the  Normans  were  an  army  of 
priests,  is  well  known.  I  should  conjecture,  from  what  appears  in 
the  tapestry,  that  their  resemblance  to  priests  did  not  so  much  arise 
feom  the  upper  lip  being  shaven,  as  ftom  the  circumstance  of  die 
complete  tonsure  of  the  back  part  of  the  head.  The  following  paa* 
sage  seems  to  confirm  this  coi^ecture,  and  at  the  same  time  to  profe 
the  truth  of  the  tapestry  : 

Un  des  Engles  que  ot  veus, 
Tos  lea  Normani  res  et  tondus 
Cukla  que  tot  provoire  feussent 
Et  que  messes  canter  peussent 

Zftf  JImmw  db  iZti^  foL  8991 
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€id>iilur)r)  unique  and  important^  niMt  be  conhidered  as 
a  pofiitioii  to  be  neither  doubted  Boi^  denied.  Itisatonoe 

''Hoir  (coBtiniies  Bfr.  Stodnurd)  are  we  to^feoondle  these  fiicts  wMi 
m  ooi^jectare  thai  the  tapestiy  might  have  been  executed  in  the  time  of 
Omij  the  Hnt,  when  we  are  well  assured  tiiat  during  the  reign  of 
tiiat  king  the  hair  wom  toom  w  Umg^  that  it  excited  the  anathemas  of 
the  church  >*'  Archmologia ;  vol.  xix.  p.  184>  &c. 

But  ^e  most  copious,  particular,  and  in  my  humble  judgment  tiic 
most  satisfactory,  ^squisition  upon  the  date  of  tfiis  singular  historical 
aaonument,  is  entitled  '*A  Defence  of  the  eariy  JnHquUp  of  the  Batfem 
Tapeeity,**  by  Thomas  Amyott,  Esq.  immediately  following  Mr.  Slo^ 
tiiard*s  communication,  in  the  work  just  referred  to.  It  is  at  direct  issua 
with  all  the  hypotheses  of  the  Abb^de  la  Rue,  andin  my  opinion  tiie  re- 
suhsare  triumphantly  established.  WhethertheAormafif  or  theJ&i^litA 
workedit,  is  perfectly  a  secondary  consideration.  The  diief  objections^ 
taken  by  ^be  Abb^,  against  its  being  a  production  of  the  xith  coitnry^ 
consists  In,  first,  its  not  being  mentioned  among  the  treasures  possessed 
by  the  Conqueror  at  his  decease  j-^— secondly,  that,  if  the  Tapestry,  were 
ifeposited  in  the  church,  it  must  have  suffered^  if  not  have  been  anni- 
faflated,at  the  storming  ofBayeux  and  the  destruction  of  the  Cadiedral 
by  fire  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  A.  D.  1106  ^— thirdly,  the  silence  of 
Wace  upon  the  subject,»«>who  wrote  his  metrical  histories  nearly  a  oen* 
tarf  after  the  Tapestry  is  supposed  to  have  been  executed."  The 
latter  is  diiefly  insisted  upon  by  the  learned  Abb^j  ndio,  whidi  ever 
cAiampion  come  off  victorious  in  this  ardioeological  warfiure^  must 
at  any  rate  recdve  thebest  thanks  of  the  antiquary  for  the  methodical 
•id  erudite  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  his  attacks. 

At  the  first  bhish  itcannot  foil  to  strike  us  that  the  Abb^  de  la  Bm's 
positions  are  allofan^olmduiracter;  and  that,  accordingto  the  strtel 
rules  of  logic,  it  must  not  be  admitted,  that  because  sudi  and  sndi 
vrriters  have  not  noticed  a  circumstance,  therefore  that  drcumstam^ 
or  event  cannot  have  taken  place.  The  first  two  grounds  of  objectbn 
have,  I  think,  been  foirly  set  aside  by  Mr.  Amyott.  As  to  the  third 
Atjectkm,  Mr.  A.  remarks — *'  But  it  seems  tiiat  Wace  has  not  only 
mot  quoted  the  tapestry,  but  has  varied  foom  it  in  a  manner  which 
pkoves  that  he  had  neverseenit.  The  instances  given  ofthisvariation 
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anezeeedtagly  curious  docmaeat  of  the  conjugal  attadi* 
aieot,  and  even  enthuBiastic  reneration^  of  Matilda, 

aiB,towitTer,alklletmfortuBate>  The  first  of  them  is  very  vaimpor- 
tanty  for  Ihe  difference  merely  consists  in  placing  a  figure  at  the  iieru 
instead  ofthe  prow  of  a  ship,  and  in  giTing  him  a  bow  instead  of.a 
trumpet.  From  an  authority  quoted  by  theAbb^  himself^  it  appean 
that>  with  regard  to  this  latter  £act,  the  Tapestry  was  rights  and  Waoe 
was  wrong :  and  thus  an  aigument  is  unintentionally  furnished  in 
&vour  of  the  superior  antiquity  of  the  Tapestry.  Thesecond  instance 
ci  Tariation^  namely^  that  relating  to  T&iUefer's  sword,  may  be  easily 
dismissed^  since>  after  all,  it  now  appears,  from  Mr.  Stothard*s  exami- 
nation diat  neither  Taillefer  nor  his  sword  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Tfl^pestry,**  &c.  But  it  is  chiefly  fiomthe  names  of  JRlwqyya  and  Wa«- 
DAan,  inscribed  over  some  of  the  figures,  that  I  apprehend  the  condn* 
sion  in  fuTOur  of  the  Tapestry's  being  nearly  a  contemporaneous 
production,  may  be  safely  drawn. 

It  is  quite  dear  that  these  names  belong  to  persons  living  when  te 
work  was  in  progress,  or  within  the  recollection  of  the  workers,  and 
that  they  were  attached  to  persons  of  some  particular  note  or  celebrity^ 
or  rather  peiliaps  of  local  importance.  An  eye-witness,  or  a  con- 
temporary only  would  have  introduced  them.  They  would  not  haie 
lived  in  the  memory  of  a  person,  whether  mechanic  or  hi8torian>  whb 
lived  a  centwy  after  the  event.  No  antiquary  has  yet  fiiirly  approt 
priated  these  names,  and  more  especially  the  second.  It  IbUovf 
thesefore  that  they  would  not  have  been  introduced  had  they  not  been 
in  existence  at  the  time  ;  and  in  confirmation  of  that  of  WADAan,  it 
seems  that  Mr.  Henry  Ellis  (Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries 
''  confirmed  Mr.  Amyott*s  conjecture  on  that  subject,  by  tiie  references 
with  which  he  furnished  him  to  Demesdm^'Book,  where  his  name 
occurs  in  no  less  than  six  counties,  as  holding  lAnds  of  large  extent 
under  Odoy  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  the  tenant  in  capite  of  those  properties 
IhMn  the  crown.  That  he  was  not  a  guard  or  centmel,  as  the  Abb^  de 
la  Rue  supposes,  but  that  he  held  an  office  of  rank  in  thehousdiold  of 
either  TlUliam  or  Odo,  seems  now  decided  beyond  a  doubt.'*  BIr 
Amyott  thus  spiritedly  concludes  :'-alluding  to  the  successful  emnpler- 
tkm  of  Mr.  Ste>therd*s  copy  c€  the  entire  original  roll.—''  Yet  if  th^ 
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fmd  a  political  record  of  more  weight  thaja  may  at  fint 
Mght  B]^iear  to  belong  to  it.  I  suspect  that^in  paiating 
as  well  as  in  poetry^  a  little  fiction  is  mixed  up  with 
the  tmtk ;  but  t^ing  it  altogether  ^^  none  but  itsdf 

Batbux  TAPBHTftT  bc  oot  hktory  of  the  first  class,  it  k  perhaps  some- 
iUog  better.  It  exhibits  general  traits,  elsewhere  sought  in  vain^  o£ 
the  costume  and  manners  of  that  age^  which,  of  all  others,  if  we  ei^- 
cept  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  ought  to  be  the  most  interesting 
to  US}— -that  age,  which  gave  us  a  new  race  of  monarchs,  bringing  with 
them  new  landholders,  new  laws,  and  almost  a  new  language*' . . . 
'^  Most  sincerely  therefore  do  I  congratulate  the  Society  on  possessing 
a  fiiithful  and  elegant  copy  of  this  matohlesi  relic,  afibrding  at  once 
a  testimonial  of  the  taste  and  liberality  of  our  Council,  and  of  the  dili- 
gence and  skill  of  our  artist.*' 

Mr.  Amyott  has  subjoined  a  delightful  specimen  of  his  own  poetical 
powers  in  describing  *'  the  Minstrel  Taillefbe's  achievements,"  in 
&e  battle  of  Hastings,  from  the  old  Normanlaysof  GAiMAaandWAC^. 
lam  hfdf  tempted  to  subjoin  it  ,•  but  can  ofuly  find  room  for  the  first  lew 
yemea.    The  poem  is  entitled, 

Tbe  Onset  of  Taillbfbb. 

Foremost  in  the  bands  of  France, 
ArmM  with  hauberk  and  with  lance, 
And  helmet  gUttermg  in  the  ur, 
Ab  if  a  warrior  knight  he  were, 
Rush'd  forth  the  Minstrbl  Taili«bfbr 
Borne  on  his  courser  swift  and  strong. 

He  gaily  bounded  o'er  the  plain. 
And  raised  the  heart-inspiring  song 
(Loud  echoed  by  the  warlike  throng) 

Of  Roland  and  of  Charlemagney 
Of  Oliver f  brave  peer  of  old. 

Untaught  to  fly,  unknown  to  yield. 
And  many  a  Knight  and  Vassal  boki. 
Whose  hallowed  blood,  in  crimson  flood. 

Dyed  ii<mr^al/<M' field. 
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tsah  be  its  pamUdJ**  I  have  learnt^  evm  here^  of 
what  importance  this  tapestry^roU  was  considered  in 
thb  time  of  Buonaparte's  threatened  invasion  of  onr 
country :  and  that^  dther  after^or  befim*^  displaying  it 
at  Paris  for  two  or  three  months,  to  awaken  the  curio- 
sity and  excite  the  love  of  conquest  among  the  dti^ 
zens,  it  was  conveyed  to  one  or  two  seorfort  townsi 
and  exhibited  upon  the  stage  as  a  most  important  ma- 
teriel in  dramatic  efiect.  Whether,  at  such  a  sight,  the 
soldiers  shouted — and,  drawing  their  glittering  swords, 

Clashed  on  their  sounding  shields  the  din  of  war, 

—confident  of  a  second  representation  of  the  same 
subject,  by  a  second  subjugation  of  our  country — ]&  a 
point  which  has  not  been  exactly  detailed  to  me !  But 
the  supposition  may  not  be  considered  very  violent^ 
when  I  inform  you  that  I  was  told,  by  a  casual  Frfench 
visitor  of  the  Tapestry,  that — ^^  pour  cela,  si  Bonaparte 
avoit  eu  le  courage,  le  rdsultat  auroit  iti  comme  autre- 
fois.** Matters  however  have  taken  rather  a  different 
turn ;  and  instead  of  all  the  notable  duchesses  and 
countesses  of  Fbris,*  sitting  down  to  display  the  pro- 
gress and  the  prowess  of  their  needlesy  to  commemorate 


*  M.  Denon  told  me^  in  one  of  my  visits  to  him.  at  Paris,  that  by 
the  commands  of  Bonaparte,  he  was  chained  with  the  custody  of  this 
Tapestry  for  three  months  :  that  it  was  displayed  in  due  form  and  cere- 
mony in  the  Museum ;  and  thatafter  having  taken  a  hasty  sketch  of  it^ 
(which  he  admitted  could  not  be  considered  as  vecy  ftdthfol)  he  re- 
turned it  to  Bajeux— as  k  was  considered  to  be  the  peculiar  property 
of  that  place. 
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^  seoood  eoBquett  of  the  same  oountry  by  a  secMMid 
iapcBtry  roll — I  would  advise  tbem^  as  a  subject  for 
a  reverse  to  the  present,  to  embody,  in  smtdble 
stitches' and  tints,  the  poor  solitary  intended  pillar  of 
^TRIUMPH  upon  the  heights  near  Boulogne,  with  the 
jrotting  gun-boats  and  deserted  corvettes,  in  picturesque 
groups  around !  • .  .  and  instead  of  Caesar's  memorable 
tiweo^worded  designation  of  victory,  to  substitute  a 
motto  a  little  more  lengthy,  but  not  quite  so  pleasant: 

"VOLUI   SBD    NON   POTUI.** 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  I  think  you  have  had  a 
pretty  good  share  of  Bayeux  intelligence ;  only  that  I 
ought  not  to  close  my  despatches  without  a  word  or 
two  relating  to  habits,  manners,  trade,  and  population. 
This  will  scarcely  occupy  a  page.  The  men  and  women 
here  are  thproughly  Norman.  Stout  bodies,  plump 
countenances,  wooden  shoes,  and  the  caucboise— evento 
exceedingly  tall  copies  of  the  latter !  The  pppulatimK 
may  run  hard  upon  ten  thousand.  The  chief  articles 
of  commerce  are  butter  and  liice.  Of  the  £3rmer,  there 
are  two  sorts :  one,  delicate  and  well  flavoured,  is  made 
during  winter  and  spring ;  put  up  into  small  pots,  and 
carried  from  hence  in  huge  paniers,  not  only  to  all  the 
immediately  adjacent  parts  of  the  country,  but  even  to . 
Paris — and  is  shipped  in  large  quantities  for  the  colo^ 
nies.  They  have  made  as  much  as  120,0001b.  weight 
each  season;  but  Isigny,  a  neighbouring  viUage,  is 
rather  the  chief  place  for  its  production.  The  other 
sort  of  butter,  which  is  eaten  by  the  common  peofde, 
and  which  in  fact  is  made  throu^out  the  whole  of 
lAmw  Normandy,  (the  very  butter,  in  short,  in  which 
the  huge  alose  was  floating  in  the.  pot  of  the  lively 
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boifliii^re  at  Diu^dr*)  is  also  cUefly  m&ie  at  higKf% 
but  instead  of  a  delUcate  tint^  and  a  fine  flavoiir^  it 
is  veiry  mnch  tbe  contrary :  and  the  mode  of  makii^ 
and  transporting  it  accords  with  its  quaHties.  It  is 
sahed,  and  packed  in  ku^  pots,  and  eyen  barrels,  fir 
the  sake  of  exportation ;  and  not  less  thsui  SO^OOOfii. 
'vm^t  is  made  each  week.  The  whole  (HX^t  arinsf 
from  butter  has  be^i  estimated  at  not  less  than  two 
millions  of  francs :  add  to  whidi,  the  circulation  of 
specie  kept  \xp  by  the  payment  of  the  w^Mrkmen,  and 
the  purchase  of  salt.  As  to  hce,  there  are  scarcely  fewer 
than  three  thoi^sand  females  constantly  employed  in 
the  manufiBtcture  oi  that  article. 

With  respect  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bayeux,  it  may  be  fitting  that  you  should  know 
that  lime  is  a  most  important  artide  of  profit*  It  is 
used  equally  fi)r  manure  and  for  building.  The  scaler 
Hme  is  appropriated  to  the  former,  the  harder  to  the 
latter  purpose ;  and  both  sorts  are  burnt  either  with 
wood  or  coal.  The  kilns,  where  coal  is  used,  are  built  of 
a  camdl  form,  of  which  the  interior  is  about  five,  and 
the  exterior  about  fourteen,  French  feet  in  diameter : 
the  depth  is  about  eighteen  feet.  Each  kiln  at  a  workii^ 
conmmes  about  two  hundred  bushels  of  coal.  The  other 
kilns  are  nearly  of  the  same  depth,  and  always  of  the 
same  diameter.  Without  reckoning  those  who  are  em- 
ployed in  hewing  and  drawing  the  stone,  each  kifai 
employs  twenty  men,  emd  it  is  filled  about  one  hundred 
times  in  the  course  of  the  y^u*,  yielding  about  seventy- 
five  tons  of  lime  in  the  same  period.  One  hundred 
weight  of  fime  is  sold  for  about  one  franc  and  a  half: 

*  See  page  194.  ante. 
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a  treasure^  whieb,  if  obCiUiiable  at  the  sarnie  price  in 
our  own  country,  wonld  make  the  farmers  jump  for  joy. 
The  mechanics  here,  at  least  some  of  them,  are  equally 
civil  and  ingenious.  In  a  shop,  in  the  high  or  principal 
street,  I  saw  an  active  carpenter,  who  had  lost  the 
fore  finger  of  his  right  hand,  hard  at  work — alternately 
whistling  and  singing— over  apretty  piece  of  ornamental 
fornitnre  in  wood.  It  was  the  full  face  of  a  female, 
with  closely  curled  hair  over  the  forehead,  surmounted 
by  a  wreath  of  flowers,  having  side  curls,  necklace,  and 
platted  hair.  The  whole  was  carved  in  beech,  and 
the  form  and  expression  of  the  countenance  were 
equally  correct  and  pleasing.  This  merry  fellow  had 
a  man  or  two  under  him,  but  he  worked  double 
tides^  compared  with  his  dependants.  I  interrupted 
him  singing  a  French  air,  perfectly  characteristic  of  the 
taste  of  his  country.    The  title  and  song  were  thus: 

TOUJOURS. 
Tqujovhb,  iouiowrs,  je  te  serai  fiddle  j 
Disait  Adolphe  k  chaque  instant  du  jour ; 
Toi\iours^  toiyours  je  t'aimemi^  ma  belle, 
Je  veux  le  dire  aux  ^hos  d*alentour ', 
Je  graverai  sur  rto>rce  d*un  h^tre, 
Ce  doxix  serment  que  le  dieu  des  amours, 
Yient  me  dieter,  en  me  ftdsant  connai^; 
Que  mon  bonheur  est  de  t'aimer  totgours.    BU. 

Toujours,  totyours,  lui  r^pondit  Ad^le, 

Tu  r^neras  dans  le  fond  de  mon  coeur  5 

Tovyours,  totyours,  comme  une  tourtereUe> 

Je  promets  bien  t'aimer  avec  ardeur^ 

Je  pense  k  toi  quand  le  solell  se  Ihve,  .    r    , 

J'y  pense  encore  k  la  fin  de  son  cours; 

Dans  le  sommeil  si  quelquefois  je  rive, 

C'est  au  bonheur  de  te  duferir  toiiQours.  '    *  ""- 
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Fen.rol^et  de  met  plus  tendres  ▼ceax^ 
Toi\jourB»  toiyours,  je  garderai  loin  d*dle 
Le  souTenir  de  ses  traits  radieux. 
Dans  868  beaux  yeux  Vteus  a  son  empire, 
Sa  douce  votx  commande  les  amours ; 
Un  baiser  d'elle,  excitant  k  dJblire, 
Me  fidt  jurer  de  la  chMr  toi^jours* 

The  craft  he  exercised  is  now  lost,  as  a  distinct  branch 
of  business,  in  our  own  conntry.  He  was  a  carver  on 
wainscoat  wood :  and  if  I  would  give  myself  **  la  peine 
d*entrer/*  he  would  shew  me  all  sorts  of  curiosities.  I 
secured  a  favourable  reception,  by  purchasing  the 
little  ornament  upon  which  he  was  at  work — ^for  a  na- 
poleon :  and  this  ornament,  if  I  can  manage  well,  shall 
be  transported  to  England  as  soon  as  I  reach  P^ris.  I 
followed  the  nimble  mechanic  (ci-devant  a  soldier  in 
Bonaparte's  campaigns,  from  whence  he  dated  the  losff 
of  his  finger)  through  a  variety  of  intricate  passages 
below  and  up  stairs ;  and  saw,  above,  several  excel- 
lently well  finished  pieces  of  furniture,  for  drawers  or 
clothes-presses,  in  wainscoat  wood: — the  outsides  of 
which  were  carved  sometimes  with  clustered  roses, 
surrounding  a  pair  of  fond  doves ;  or  with  represen- 
tations of  Cupids,  sheep,  bows  and  arrows,  and  all  the 
various  emblemata  of  the  tender  passion.  They  would 
have  reminded  you  of  the  old  pieces  of  furniture  which 
you  found  in  your  grandfather's  mansion,  upon  taking 
possession  of  your  estate : — and  indeed  are  of  them- 
selves no  despicable  ornaments  in  their  way.  I  was 
asked  from  eight  to  twelve  napoleons  for  one  of  these 
pieces  of  massive  and  elaborately  carved  furniture, 
some  six  or  seven  feet  in  height. 
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Now  iaxe  you  well.  To  have  seen  the  Baysux  Tapss- 
TRY  is  a  requital  for  all  my  sufferings  at  sea,  and  all 
my  tours  and  detours  by  land.  But,  in  other  respects, 
this  is  a  town  well  deserving  of  greater  antiquarian  re- 
search than  appears  to  have  been  bestowed  iq>on  it ; 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  its  ancient  ecclesias- 
tical history  is  more  interesting  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined.  Informer  days  the  discipline  and  influence  of  its 
.See  seem  to  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  through- 
out nearly  the  whole  of  Normandy.  Agmn  adieu.  In 
imagpination,  the  spires  of  Coutances  Cathbdral 
begin  to  peep  in  the  horizon.  First,  however,  for  St. 
Lo. 


VOL.  I.  A  a 
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LETTER  XVII. 

BAYEUX  TO  C0UTANCE8.  ST.  LO.  ADVENTURE  AT  ST. 
6ILLE8.  THE  CATHEDRAL  OF  COUTANCBS.  ENYI- 
RONS.  AQUEDUCT.  MARKET-DAY.  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  THE  CLERGY. 

I  SE^D  you  this  despatch  close  to  the  very  Cathe* 
dral,  whose  spires,  while  yet  at  Bayeux,  were  already 
glimmering  in  the  horizon  of  my  imagination.  The 
journey  hither  has  been  in  every  respect  the  most 
beautiful  and  interesting  that  we  have  experienced  on 
this  side  the  Seine.  We  have  seen  something  like 
undulating  pasture-lands,  wooded  hills,  meandering 
streams,  and  well-peopled  villages ;  and  an  air  of  gaiety 
and  of  cheerfulness,  as  well  as  the  charm  of  picturesque 
beauty,  has  accompanied  us  from  one  cathedral  to 
the  other. 

We  left  the  HStel  de  Luxemhourgj  at  Bayeux,  in  a 
hired  cabriolet  with  a  pair  of  horses^  about  five  in  the 
afternoon,  pushing  on,  at  a  smart  trot,  for  St»  Lo: 
which  latter  place  we  entered  by  moon-light.  It  was 
delightful  to  witness  the  gradual  decay  of  day,  as  we 
passed  through  the  extended  forest  of  Cemy ;  now  in 
full  luxuriance  of  foliage.  The  road,  as  usual,  was 
broad  and  bold,  and  at  times  undulating;  flanked 
by  beech,  elm,  and  fir.  As  I  just  observed  to  you, 
we  entered  St.  Lo  by  moon-light :  the  double  towers 
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of  the  great  cathedral-like  looking  church,  having 
agmadandeven  romantic  effect,  as  we  approached 
the  town.  An  old  castle,  or  rather  a  mere  round- 
tower  relic  of  one,  appeared  to  the  l6ft,  upon  entering 
it.  We  passed  the  porch,  or  west  end  of  the  church, 
soBDtetimes  descending,  at  others  ascending^— midst 
close  streets  and  overhanging  roofs  of  houses,  which 
cast  a  deep  and  solemn  shadow,  so  as  to  shot  out 
the  moon  beams  for  several  hundred  yards — and  pur- 
suing our  winding  route,  we  at  length  stopped  at 
the  door  of  the  principal  hdtel — au  Grand  Co^  !  We 
laughed  heartily  when  we  heard  its  name ;  for  with 
the  strictest  adherence  to  truth  the  adjective  ought 
to  have  been  petit !  It  was  one  of  the  dingiest  and 
smallest  at  which  we  had  yet  stopped ;  a  degree  only 
superior  to  that  of  which  such  honourable  mention  was 
made  in  the  account  of  Caudebec* 

However,  we  were  shewn  up  stairs ;  and  the  best 
front  bed  rooms  were  assigned  to  us.  They  were  tole- 
rably large.  The  beds  seemed  to  be  in  good  order,  and 
the  coffee,  with  which  we  were  quickly  served,  proved 
to  be  excellent.  We  strolled  out,  on  a  reconnoissance, 
about  half-past  nine  ;  but  owing  to  th^  deep  shadows 
from  the  moon,  arising  from  the  narrowness  of  the 
streets,  we  could  make  out  nothing  satisfactory  of  the 
locale.  The  church,  however,  promised  a  rich  treat  on 
the  morrow.  As  soon  as  that  morrow  came,  Mr.  Lewis 
sprung  with  his  accustomed  alertness  from  his  bed, 
and  betook  himself  to  the  occupations  of  his  pencil. 
It  was  Sunday  morning.     The   square,  before  the 

*  See  page  206,  ante. 
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west  front  of  the  church,  was  the  rendezvous  both  of 
townsmen  and  countryfolks.  How  was  I  deKghted 
and  suiprised,  when,  on  his  returning  to  break- 
fast, he  exhibited  a  sketch, — of  which  you  have  here 
the  finished  picture!  It  is  a  charlatan  vending 
powder  for  the  effectual  polishing  of  metals.  He  has 
just  beaten  his  drum,  which  you  see  by  the  side  of  him, 
in  order  to  collect  his  audience ;  and  having  got  a  good 
assemblage,  is  full  of  the  virtues  of  his  wares — ^which 
are  pronounced  to  be  also  ^^  equally  efficacious  for 
complaints  in  the  stomach  r 
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Thifi  man  had  been  preceded^  in  the  sitnation  which 
he  oocxKfisdy  by  a  riyal  vendor^  upon  horseback^  with 
powders  to  kill  rats.  The  latter  stood  upon  the  samb 
emiseMce,.  wearing  a  hat^  jacket,  and  trowsers^  ail  white 
— *<upon  whicb  were  podnted  black  rats  of  every  size 
and  descriptioa ;  and  in  Us  harangue  to  the  populace 
be  took  care  to  tell  them  that  the  rats,  painted  upon 
Us  dress,  were  exact  portraits  of  those  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  means  of  his  powders !  This,  tpo,  on  a 
Sunder  morning.  But  remember  Dieppe.*  For  a 
wonder,  I  had  risen  time  enough  to  take  a  turn^  befbre 
bfeak£u3t ;  when  I  paid  my  respects  to  the  Cur^y  or 
minister  of  the  church,  in  order  to  make  enquiries  about 
a  Chapter  Library.  For  the  first  time,  since  I  trod  upon 
Gaific  ground,  I  found  a  clean,  well-dressed,  closely 
diaven,  and  respectable  looking  clergyman,  of  a  Sunday 
morning.  Note  well,  he  had  readed  several  years  in 
England  a0  an  emigr^.  Such  is  thei^rce  of  hfibit.  He 
received  and  treated  rae  with  that  civility  wblA  one 
gflMlenmn  should  alwagm  shew  to  another ;  and  tboogh 
jft*  library,  such  as  I  oiquired  aiter^was  lb  existr 
'^VMR)  i  had  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  my  visit. 
ffiMatbe residence  of 4lie Cur£,  (still  before  br»kfast) 
Y'Mttght  out  tibe  prefect^  or  <^ef  superintendant,  d 
dp  Hdtel  de  Ville^  in  ordw  to  examine  the  public  li^ 
toary  there.  Although  he  was  not  at  home^  an  entire 
•Mranger,  and  accidental  looker  on,  tdtd  me  he  wonld 
accompany  me  where  the  key  could  be  readily  pnv 
cmred ;  when,  equally  gratified  and  surprised  at  this  po- 
lite offer,  I  accepted  it,  and  followed  ^^  my  man"  down 

*  See  page  SO,  ante. 
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one  street  asd  up  another ;  tUl^  havh^  obtaued  the 
wiahed-for  keys^  I  was  Bhewn^  byaseooad^traogerj  the 
library  in  questicm. 

It  is  certainly  a  most  unostentatious  affidr^  A  room^ 
scarcely  seventeen  feet  square^  contains  the  library  at- 
tached to  the  H6tel  de  Ville.  Here  I  saw  confusim 
of  every  descrqytion.  Imperfect  duplicates ;  piled  up 
volumes  of  obsolete  divinity^  and  neglected  canon-law. 
Two  copies  of  Le  Jajfs  Polyglot  Bible  had  a  singular 
appearance  in  this  t^raitened  coUecticm :  but  there  ww 
nothing  exactly  to  my  palate  hungry  as  I  then  was) 
saving  an  early  Boecius,  a  good  copy  ofAUh^^s  Qum- 
tUian  of  1514^  and  a  black  letter  edition  of  the^  Grand 
Couitumier  de  Normandie.  The  books,  however,  had 
suffered  dreadfiiUy  during  the  Revolution.  I  thanked 
my  Cicerone  for  his  obliging  attention,  and  sought  the 
Gofiee  and  ^;gs  of  the  Hdtel  du  Grand  Coq,  with  the 
best  possible  disposition  to  do  them  justice.  I  found 
Mr.  L.  ready  to  receive  me — ^putting  a  few  finishing 
touches  to  the  characteristic  drawing  of  which  J  have 
just  made  mention.  Having  dispatched  our  break- 
.fests,  we  proceeded  to  survey  the  church — ^firom  which 
the  town  takes  its  name.  And  first  for  the  exterior 
of  this  edifice.  The  attached  towers  demand  atten- 
tion and  admiration.  They  are  so  slightly  attached 
as  to  be  almost  separated  from  the  body  or  nave; 
forming  something  of  that  particular  character  which 
obtains  more  decidedly  at  the  cathedral  of  Coutances.  I 
am  not  sure  whethef  this  portion  of  the  church  at  St. 
Lo  be  not  preferable,  on  the  score  of  regularity  and  de- 
licacy, to  the  similar  portion  at  this  latter  place.  The 
west  front  is  indeed  its  chief  beauty  of  exterior  attrac- 
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tion ;  aad  it  ms  <mce  rendered  donUy  interesting  by  a 
profusion  of  )ako-relievo  statues,  which  disappeared 
during  the  commotions  of  the  revolution.  You  ascend 
rattier  a  lofty  flight  of  steps  to  tliis  entrance ;  and  into 
which  the  whole  town  seemed  to  be  pouring  the  full 
tide  of  its  population.  We  suffered  ourselves  to  be 
carried  away  along  with  the  rest^ — and  were  quickly 
separated  from  each  other. 

I  almost  startled  as  I  entered  the  nave.^  TV>  the 
left,  is  a  horriUy-punted  statue  of  the  Virgin,  with  the 
child  in  her  arms.  The  countenance  \i  even  as  ugly, 
old,  and  repulsive,  as  the  colouring  is  most  desfMcable. 
I  never  saw  such  a  daub :  and  what  emotions,  con* 
nected  with  tenderness  of  feeling,  or  ardour  of  de- 
votion, can  the  contemplation  of  such  an  object 
excite?  Surely  the  parish  must  have  lost  its  wHsj  as 
well  aft  its  taste,  to  endure  such  a  monstrous  exhiM- 
tion  of  art. 

As  I  advanced  towards  the  choir,  I  took  special 
notice  of  the  very  singular,  and  in  my  opinion  very 
ugly,  formation  both  of  the  pillars  and  arches  which 
sustain  the  roof.  These  pillars  have  no  capitals,  and 
the  arch  springs  from  them  in  the  most  abrupt  mati-* 
ner.  The  arch  itself,  is  also  very  short  and  sharp 
pmnted ;  like  the  tops  of  lancet  windows.  This  mode 
obtains  pretty  generally  here ;  but  it  should  be  noted 
that^  in  the  right  side  msle,  the  pillars  have  capitals. 
There  is  something  unusual  also  in  the  row  of  pil* 
lars  which  spring  up,  flanking  the  choir,  half  way 

*  M.  Cotman  has  a  view  of  this  church}  as  announced  in  his  Pr»> 
^>ectU8. 
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between  the  walls  of  the  choir  and  the  outwwd  w«H 
c^  the  church.  Nor  am  I  sure  that^  destitute  of  a 
graceftil,  superadded  arch,  such  massrre  perpendicular 
lines  have  either  meaning  or  effect.  Whether  St.  Lo 
were  the  Jirst  church  upon  which  the  architect^  who 
built  both  that  and  tlie  cathedral  at  Coutancesy  tried 
his  talents— or  whether^  indeed^  both  churches  be  the 
effort  of  the  same  hand — I  cannot  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  but,  both  outwardly  and  inwardly,  these  two 
churches  have  a  strong  resemblance  to  each  other. 
Like  many  other  similar  buildings  in  FVance,  the 
church  of  St.  LiO  is  closely  blocked  up  by  the  sur- 
rounding houses. 

On  descending  the  flight  of  steps  by  which  I  had  en- 
tered, I  turned  to  the  right,  and  inquired  the  price  of 
some  plaister  images  of  the  Virgin,  ccdoured,  about 
three  feet  high,  and  intended  as  ornaments  for  churched. 
I  was  asked  forty  francs  for  one,  which  I  thought  a 
Sufficiently  extravagant  price  for  such  an  article.  We 
prepared  to  leave  St.  Lo  about  mid-day,  after  agre^og 
for  a  large  heavy  machine,  with  a  stout  pair  of  horses, 
to  conduct  us  to  this  place.  Hiere  are  some  curious 
old  houses  near  the  inn,  with  exterior  ornaments  like 
those  of  the  xvith  century  in  our  own  country.  But 
on  quitting  the  town,  in  the  i*oad  to  Coutances^ — after 
you  come  to  what  we  called  the  (Ad  castle  waUs,  on 
passing  the  outer  gate— your  eye  is  struck  by  rather 
an  extraordinary  combination  of  objects.  The  town 
itself  seems  to  be  built  upon  a  rock.  Above,  below,  all 
appears  like  huge  scales  of  iron ;  while,  at  the  bottom, 
in  a  serpentine  direction,  runs  the  peaceful  and  fruitful 
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Aver  Aure.^  The  coMntty  inlitfediately  arotind  abounds 
in  verdant  paMure^  and  luxuriantly  wooded  heights* 
Upon  the  whole^  ont*  sortie  from  St;.  Lio^  beneath  a 
bright  bltie  sky  and'a  meridian  sun^  was  extremely 
6heerfhl  and  gratifying. 

A  hard  rdad'  (bnt  bold  and  broad^  as  usual)  soon  oo^ 
yinced  us  of  the  uncomfortableness  of  our  conveyance ; 
which^  though  ro6my^  and  of  rather  respectable  appear^ 
ance,  wanted  springs.  Add  to  this^  the  post-boy  gravely^ 

•  *  ihe  peac^  andJhdtfiU  rwer  ^iir«.}-^  suspect  that  the ''  peaee^ 
Ml'  waters  of  this  stream  were  Irequently  died  with  the  blood  of  HtH 
gODOts  and  RomaQ  Catholics  during  the  fierce  contests  between  MoNTr 
o^MSBT  and  Mationon  towards  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  cen* 
tiuy.  At  that  period  St.  Lo  was  one  of  the  strongest  towns  in  the 
Bocage ;  and  the  very  pass  above  described^  wa3  the  avenue  by  i^^hicb 
tlie  soldieiB  of  the  captains  just  mentioned,  alternately  advanced  mud 
retreated  in  their  re^>ective  attacks  upon  St.  L03  which  at  length  siiiv- 
readered  to- the  victorious  army  of  the  tatter;  the  leader  of  the  Catho- 
lics. ''  X^e  nom  de  Matignon  devint  alors  c^l^bre  dans  toute  TEurope. 
On  teivit  lliistoire  de  ses  expeditions  au  Bocage^  et  elle  fut  imprimte 
k  Paris  chez  Ruffet.  Les  Peuples  chantai^t  1^  louanges  dans  plusieufs 
diansons  dont  je  rapporterai  quelqnes  couplets : 

Ju  premier  iovr  de  Mai  par  permiuhn  divine, 
Saixt  ho/ki  auaUli  t  cwqm  de  cauUuwrinee, 
Somme  qt^on  e^tpetui  que  tout  yfut  raid 
Et  cendre  consume, 
Matignon  y  ^it  et  ea  Gendarmerie, 
Rimpan,  Girel,  auai  Agnemu^,  Ste^Mark 
(^itant  ceae  disait  Cohmbiirei,  rendi4ai 
Au  grand  Charles  ton  Rot 
Ou  tu  perdrae  la  ffie. 
Colomhlire$ripondtoutrempiideJMe 
De  me  rendre  enpoltron  qv^on  ne  me  parte  mjfe. 
Jamais  ne  me  rendrai 
$Pjf  vewff  perdre  la  vie, 
^  SEBvmt  Hiitohre  Jimtaire  dei  Boeaini ;  p.  ^ilf^-aSi!  IBl^ 
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told  08  tbat  he  could  not  veotore  vipon  putting  his 
horses  beyond  the  speed  of  four  miles  an  hour^  (and  it 
was  upwards  of  12  miles  to  Coutances)  as  he  had  to 
return  to  St.  Lq  the  same  evening.  Complaint  and 
ve:|cation  were  equally  unavailing :  so  we  gazed  around 
us>  and  having  got  into  a  country  of  rich  verdure  and 
variegated  scen^,  we  endeavoured  to  forget  the  ooca* 
sional  jolts  and  inconveniences  of  our  vehicle.  We 
iqf^roached  a  pretty  village  ;  in  the  centre  of  whidi  a 
church  stood  by  the  road  side.  It  was  the  village  of 
St.  Gillbs;  to  which  saint  the  church  is  dedicated. 
This  was  too  tempting  an  object  to  forego  the  visita* 
tion  of  it.  Our  time  was  onr  own ;  and  both  the  gar^on 
and  the  sturdy  Norman  horses,  which  he  drove  so  Id* 
surely  along,  were  also  at  our  command.  ^^  Arretez  :** 
and  in  five  seconds  we  were  within  the  church — a  drea- 
ry, deserted,  and  unomamented  buildiBg ;  but  yet  aa^ 
dent.  Somebroken  fragments  of  sculpture  were  thrown 
about  in  obscure  places — but  *^  what  is  that  yonder  T 
observed  I  to  my  companion.  A  more  interesting  mor- 
ceau*— and  clearly  of  the  time  of  Francis  I. — I  had  not 
seen.  It  was  a  dead  Christ  in  the  lap  of  his  mother, 
eadi  without  head  and  feet.  Mr.  Lewis  took  a  amaQ 
and  hasty  sketch  of  it,  and  we  both  agreed  that  a  more 
interesting  and  perfect  specimen  of  the  sculpture  of  that 
time  had  not  been  seen  by  us.  It  was  lodged  upon  a 
stone  shdf,  or  projection  from  the  wall,  and  might  be 
about  two  feet  in  height. 

Tte  more  I  ezandned  it,  the  greater  waa  my  admira- 
tion. ^^  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  obtain  it.**  So  si^ng 
— (leaving  Mr.  L.  to  make  further  sketches)  I  quitted 
the  church,  and  enquired  for  the  resi^tenceof  Monsiear 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.  GILLBS.  401 

JLeCiit^.  His  howe  was  completely  a  rural  hetmiti^; 
balf  sflnothered  with  the  blossoms  of  trees  of  varioiis 
descriptions.  The  good  man  bad  dined,  and  was  dir 
gesting  his  potage  by  a  stroll  in  his  garden.  He  was 
decently  attired ;  and  looked  with  more  than  ordinary 
sunrise  at  the  intrusion  of  an  English  staranger«  In 
tiiree  minutes  I  told  my  tale.  Without  making  the 
least  objection,  or  even. observation,  he  looked  around 
bim,  and  rq>lied  coolly — '^  A  ga,  mais  il  font  mettre 
les  sabots,  parceque  le  hameau  est  un  pen  crott^  k 
cause  de  la  pluie  qui  vient  de  tomber.**  So  the  worthy 
Ciir6  put  on  his  wooden  shoes,  surmounted  with  a 
coarse  skin,  and  we  both  trotted  along  together  to^ 
wards  the  church-4oor,  where  stood  the  voiture  and 
the  aforesaid  ^^  sturdy  Norman  horses.''  It  was  quite 
a  sight  for  the  villagers  ;  who,  by  this  time,  had 
assembled  to  the  number  of  fifty  at  kast,  around  the 
carriage,  ^^  Que  vent  dire  tout  ceci  '7 — ^was  the  obser^ 
vation  of  more  thim  one  of  the  spectators.  We  ap^ 
preached;  and  I  was  delighted  to  see  the  general 
att^ntion  paid  to  the  clergyman  by  the  req^eotfid 
maimar  of  thdr  salutation.  Under  such  a  convoy  I 
considCTed  myself  quite  saife^  and  even  b^;ao  to  diink 
I  might  be  successful  in  the  object  for  which  I  had 
linrought  him  thither.  But  ^^  nothing  could  be  done 
without  the  sub^mayor.  It  concerned  the  parish  at 
large ;  and  they  must  be  consulted.  What  is  the  sum 
you  propose  giving  for  this  fragment?'^  ^^  Two  louis,^ 
-^rqdied  I,  wHh  the  utmost  dedsiea  and  jnxmiptitude. 
^^  A  9a,  voyons.*"  The  sulMnayor  was  s^it  for.  He 
^  was  not  for  oflf; — in  an  auberge,  which  we  should 
call  a  common  pot*houM.    On  his  arrival  the  wor- 
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thy  Cur£,  raising  his  Voice^  aiddressM  the  magistrate 
and  the '  people^ — ^now  much  increased  in  number — 
and  stated  the  object  and  the  wishes  of  '^  M<m'si6ilt 
TAnglois,  voyageur  antiquaire."  I  then  claimed  a  ino- 
menfs  attention^  and  urged  the  reasonableness  of  my 
proposal — ^to  which^  as  they  appeared  to  listen^  I  Mt 
tKmsiderable  gratification .  •  •  inasmnch  as  my  Freiich 
Was  endured. 

The  people  looked  at  each  other  and  said  nothing. 
In  the  midst  oi  this  general  wonder^  Mr.  L.  surveyed 
us  all  with  the  intelligent  eye  of  an  artist,  and  declared 
that  he  had  never  seen  so  very  singular  and  novel  A 
seene.  His  pencil  was  beginning  to  be  exercised'; 
When  Messieurs  Le  Cur6  and  Sous-maire  consulted 
apart — and  turning  round  to  me,  condilded  by  observ- 
ing— ^^  vous  pouvez  bien  partir :  nous  y  aViserons ;  et 
rbus  aurez  des  nouvelles  l^essus."*  I  requested,  if  they 
agreed,  that  the  marble  might  be  sent  to  Pierre-Aimi 
Lair  at  Caen  ;  who  would  receive  intelligence  fir^mi  me 
upon  the  subject,  and  would  be  authorised  to  pay  the 
two  lonis  as  soon  as  the  packet  should  arrive.  We 
mounted  our  voiture,  apparently  in  the  best  postnibfe 
humour  with  each  other:  and  bidcfing  a  thousand 
adieus,  pushed  on  for  this  place.  I  am  very  sanguine 
— from  the  good-humoured  expression  of  countenance 
of  the  Cur^  and  Sub-mayor,  after  they  had  chatted 
Bipart — ^that  the  afiair  will  terminate  agreeably  to  my 
wishes.* 

The  reflection  upon  this  whimsical  adventure,  toge- 

*  Not  a  syllable  of  intelligence  has  since  reached  me  upon  the  sub- 
J6ct«   The  fragmeni  Is  however  worth  a  contre^p/r&fBi, 
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ther  wh2i  the  increasing  beauty  of  the  country^  kept 
our  attention  perfectly  occnpied — so  as  almost  to  forget 
that  the  voiture  was  without  springs — ^till  the  beantifiil 
cathedral  of  Coutances  canght  our  notice^  upon  an 
elevated  ground^to  die  left.  The  situation  is  truly  stri- 
king, gaze  from  which  quarter  you  please ;  but  from 
that  of  St.  L09  the  immediate  approach  to  the  town  is 
rendered  very  interesting  from  the  broad  route  royale 
lined  with  birch,  hazel,  and  beech.    The  delicacy,  or 
perhaps  the  peculiarity  of  the  western  towers  of  the 
ca^Mdral,  struck  us  as  singularly  picturesque ;  while 
the  whole  landscape  was  warmed  by  the  full  efiulgence 
of  an  unclouded  sun^  and  animated  by  the  increasing 
numbers  and  activity  of  the  paysannes  and  bourgeoises 
mingling  in  their  sabbath-walks,    llidr  bright  dark 
hlues  and  crimsons  were  put  on  upon  the  occasion ; 
and  nought  but  peace,  tranquillity,  and  fruitfolness 
seemed  to  prevail  on  all  sides.  It  was  a  scene  wherein 
you  might  have  placed  Arcadian  shepherds — ^worthy 
of  bang  copied  by  the  pencil  of  Claude. 
.    We  entered  the  town  at  a  sharp  trot«  Hie  postillion, 
flourishing  his  whip,  and  causing  its  «ound  to  re-echo 
through  the  principal  street,  upon  an  ascent;  drove  to 
the  chief  inn,  the  Hdtel  cTAngleterrey  within  about 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  cathedral.  Vespers  were  just 
over;  and  I  shall  not  readily  forget  the  rush  and 
swarm  of  clei^^ymen  who  were  pouring  out,  jfrom 
the  north  door,  and  covering  the  street  with  one  ex* 
tensive  black  aiass.   There  could  not  hate  been  fS^wer 
than  two  hundred  young  Ecclesiastics — thus  return- 
ing from  vespers  to  their  respective  homes ;  or  rather 
to  the  College,  or.  great  derical  establishment^  hsLtd 
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by;  which  having  sufibred  from  vioknde  and  B^lecC^ 
through  the  revolution  and  Buonaparte's  dynasty^  is 
now  beginning  to  raise  its  head  in  a  very  distinguished 
and  commanding  manner.  It  was  a  singular  sight 
— to  see  such  a  crowd  of  young  men,  wearing^  cocked 
hats,  black  robes,  and  black  bands  with  white  edging! 
The  women  were  all  out  in  the  streets ;  sitting  before 
their  doors,  or  quietly  lounging  or  walking.  The  af- 
ternoon was  indeed  unusually  serene. 

We  ordered  a  late  dinner,  and  set  out  for  the  cathe- 
dral. It  was  impossible  to  visit  it  at  a  more  fovorabfe 
moment.  The  congregation  had  departed ;  and  a  foie 
warm  sun  darted  its  rays  in  every  surrounding  direc- 
tion. We  had  also  a  communicative  and  civil  guide^ 
and  were  resolved  to  glean  every  intelligence  wMcli 
could  be  imparted.  As  we  looked  around,  we  coidd 
not  foil  to  be  struck  with  the  singular  arrangement 
of  the  columns  round  the  choir :  or  rather  of  the  dou- 
ble aisle  between  the  choir  and  the  walls,  as  at  St.  L  o 
but  hero  yet  moro  distinctly  marked.  For  a  wonder^ 
an  unpainted  Virgin  and  child  in  Our  Lady*s  chapel, 
behind  the  choir !  Thero  is  nothing,  I  think,  in  the  in*" 
terior  of  this  chureh  that  merits  particular  notice  and 
commendation,  except  it  be  some  beautifully-stiuned 
glass  windows ;  with  the  arms,  however,  of  certain  no^ 
ble  fomilies,  and  the  regal  arms  (as  at  Bayeux)oblitera'' 
ted.  Hiere  is  a  deep  well  in  the  north  transept,  to  sup 
ply  the  town  with  water  in  case  of  fire*  The  pulpit  is 
hetg^  and  haiidscmie;  but  not  sa  magnificent  as  that  at 
Bayeux.  The  organ  h  comparatively  small.  Pertiaps 
the  xiiith  century  is  a  period  suflSciently  ronote  to 
tuisign.  for  the  completioil  of  the  interior  of  tiiis  diarcfa^ 
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for  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  hypothesis  of  the  Abb6  de 
la  Rue,  that  this  edifice  was  probably  erected  by  Tan- 
ered  King  of  Sicily  at  the  end  of  the  xith^  or  begin* 
Bing  of  the  xiith  century. 

Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  print*  of  the  exterior  of 
this  beautiful  church ;  which  exterior  is  indeed  its  chief 
attraction.  Unquestionably  the  style  of  architecture 
18  very  peculiar,  and  does  not,  as  fiu*  as  I  know,  extend 
beyond  St.  LiO,  in  Normandy.  Our  great  object  was 
to  mount  upon  the  roof  of  the  central  tower,  whidi 
is  octagonal,  containing  fine  lofty  lancet  windows,  and 
commanding  fi*om  its  summit  a  magnificent  pano- 
rama. Another  story,  one  half  the  height  of  the  pre* 
sent  erection  from  the  roof  of  the  nave,  would  pat  a 
glorious  finish  to  the  central  tower  of  Notre  Dams  at 
CouTANCBs.  As  we  ascended  this  central  tower,  we 
cSgressed  occasionally  into  the  lateral  galleries  along 
the  msles*  To  lodiL  down,  was  somewhat  terrific ;  but 
we  could  not  help  bewailing  the  wretched,  rotten,greeii^ 
tiated  appeamnce  of  the  roof  of  the  north  aisle ;  whidi 
arose  here,  as  at  Bayeux,  from  its  being  stripped  of 
the  lead  (during  the  Revolution)  to  make  bullets — aii4 
fit>m  the  rain-s  penetrating  the  interior  in  consequence. 

*  Tkis  prints  aboot  19  indies  longj  and  14  wide^  is  executed  in 
a  coane  manner.  It  is  dedicated  to  ''  Leonor  Oongon  de  MatignoQ. 
Ev^ue  de  Coutances^  of  the  date  of  1747.  To  the  left^,  stuck  i^t 
the  top  of  a  roof  of  a  house>  the  artist  has  represented  himself  in  the 
act  of  taking  his  view.  I  bought  it  for  b  franc.  The  next  principal 
ehurdi  St. ...  is  to  the  right,  as  a  sort  of  background.  The  whole 
is  a  Terj  gross  deviation  from  the  rules  of  perqiectiye.  But  the  readar 
wiU  be  doubtlesa  gratified  by  the  artist-like  view  of  M.  Cotnuub  m 
announced  to  embellish  his  JrchUectural  JfmquUie$  itf  Jlfomumdif. 
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It  was  a  most  melancholy  sight ;  and  the  same  had 
occurred  beneath  the  roof  of  the  tower  whereon  we 
stood,  which  had  been  also  stript  for  the  like  murde* 
rous  purpose.  As  we  continued  to  a$cend^  we  looked 
through  the  apertures  to  notice  the  fine  formation  and 
almost  magical  erection  of  the  lancet  windows  of  the 
western  towers :  and  the  higher  we  mounted,  the  more 
beautiful  and  magical  seemed  to  be  that  portion  of  the 
building.  At  length  we  reached  the  summit ;  and  con* 
centratiug  ourselves  a  little,  gazed  around. 

The  view  was  lovely  beyond  measure.  Coutaaceslies 
within  firar  miles  of  the  sea,  so  that  to  the  west  and  south 
appeared  an  immense  expanse  of  ocean.  On  the  oppo- 
site points  was  an  extensive  landscape,  well-wooded, 
undulating,  rich,  and  thickly  studded  with  fiirm-houses. 
Jersey  appeared  to  the  north-west,  quite  encircled  by 
the  sea ;  and  nearly  to  the  south  stood  out  the  1;k>M 
insulated  little  rock  of  Granville,  defying  the  eternal 
washing  of  the  wave.  Such  a  view  is  perhaps  no 
where  etee  to  be  seen  in  Normandy;  certainly  no( 
from  any  ecclesiastical  edifice  with  which  I  am  acr 
qnainted.  The  sun  was  now  declining  apace,  idiich 
gave  a  warmer  glow  to  the  ocean,  and  a  richer 
hue  to  the  landscape.  It  is  impossible  to  particu- 
larize. Ail  was  exquisitely  refreshing,  and  joyous. 
The  heart  beats  with  a  fuller  pulsation  as  the  eye 
darts  over  such  an  expansive  and  exhilirating  scene ! 
Spring  was  now  clad  in  her  deepest-coloured  ves- 
ture :  and  a  prospect  of  a  fine  summer  and  an  abun- 
dant harvest  infused  additional  delight  into  the  be- 
holder. Immediately  below,  stood  the  inmlated  and 
respectable  mansion  or  Palace  of  ihe  Bi$kop ;  in  tiie 
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midst  of  a  formal  garden— begirt  idth  yet  more  for^ 
mally  clipt  hedges.  As  the  Prelate;  bore  a  good  oharr 
a^ter,  I  took  a  pleasure  in  gazing  upon  the  roof  whiclp 
contained  ai^  inhabitant  capable  of  administering  90 
much  ,goqd  to  the  community.  In  short,  I  shaU 
always  remember  the  view  from  the  top  of  the  centra) 
tower  of  the  cathedral  of  Coutances  I* 

We  quitted  such  a  spot  with  reluctance ;  but  tinie 
was  flying  away,  and  the  patience  of,  the  cdsinier  at 
the  H6tel  d'Angleterre  had  already  bew  put  somewhat 
to  the  test.    In  twenty  minutes  we  sat  down  to  am 

*  <'  I  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  great  centar  tower,  to  et^Joj  one  of 
the  fin^  prospeqti  imaginqhle.  The  town  of  GranTiUe  appeara  in 
firoo^  and  beyond  it  are  ti&e  islands  of  Chausej  and  Jersey,  at  the  disr 
tance  of  seven  leagues  to  the  north,  forms  a  noble  object.  The  country 
on  all  sides,  towards  St.  Lo,  Avranche,  and  Carenten,  is  a  garden,  rich, 
cultivated,  and  shaded  with  woods.'*  [Sir  Nathahiet]  WraxaltB  Tour, 
1775,  8vo.  The  author,  a  little  before,  thus  describes  ^e  town  aiid 
neigfabouihood — ^but  I  must  be  permitted  to  question  the  acoaraey  of 
tbe  date  of  amne  of  the  domestic  architecture  $  as  wellas  of  the  orech 
tion  of  the  cathedral  in  its  present  state. — "  Coutances  stands  (m  a 
hill,  the  sides  of  which  descend  with  prodigious  rapidity.  Beyond  the 
vale,  a  range  of  hills  rises  like  a  superb  amphitheatre,  and  invests  it  on 
every  side.  The  houses  bear  all  the  marks  of  antiquity  in  their  struc- 
ture and  taste,  which  is  rude  in  a  great  degree.  ■  Many  of  them  have 
dodbUess  stood  fivo  or  six  hundred  years ;  and  en  one,  the  style  cif 
which  Boerits  peculiar  study,  is  the  date  1007>  yet  remaining^  in  wejj 
legible  characters.  On  the  s^mmit  of  the  hill,  in  the  centre  of  the  town^ 
stands  the  cathedral.  I  have  spent  several  hours  in  the  examination  of 
its  architecture.  There  is  a  grotesque  beauty  spread  over  the  whole  3 
and  the  fontastic  ornaments  of  gothic  building  are  mingled  with  a  won* 
dious  elegance  and  delicacy  in  many  of  its  parts.  It  was  begun  in 
1047>  and  WiDiam  the  Conqueror,  King  of  England,  assisted  ia  person 
at  its  solenm  ooneecration  some  years  alker.*' 
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^nner^  in  a  bed- room,  of  which  the  furnitiire  was 
t^hiefly  of  green  silk  ;  bnt  the  produce  of  the  kitchen 
and  the  skill  of  the  cook  made  ns  wholly  indifferent  to 
surrounding  objects.  The  females^  even  in  the  humblest 
walks,  have  generally  fine  names ;  and  Fictorina  was 
that  of  the  fille  de  chambre  at  the  H6tel  d*Angle- 
terre.  After  dinner  we  walked  upon  what  may  be 
^cailed  the  heights  of  Coutances ;  and  a  more  delightfol 
tovening's  walk  I  never  enjoyed.  The  women  of  every 
description — ^ladies,  housekeepers,  and  servant  maids — 
were  all  abroad ;  either  sitting  upon  benches,  or  stand- 
ing in  gossiping  groups,  or  straying  in  fiiendly  pairs. 
We  were  much  struck  with  the  comeliness  of  the 
women ;  a  certain  freshness  of  tint,  and  prevalence 
of  the  bon  point,  reminded  us  of  those  of  our  own 
country;  and  among  the  latter,  I  startled, — as  I 
gazed  upon  a  countenance  which  afforded  but  too  vivid 
a  resemblance  to  that  of  my  late  lamented  niece !  Here 
indeed  we  almost  fancied  ourselves  in  a  large  mar- 
ket town  in  England.  Certainly  the  Norman  women 
are  no  where  more  comely  and  interesting  than  at 
Coutances. 

The  immolate  environs  of  this  place  are  beautiful 
and  interesting:  visit  them  in  what  direction  you 
please.  But  there  is  nothing  which  so  inmiediately 
strikes  you  as  the  remains  of  an  ancient  Aqueduct; 
gothicised  at  the  hither  end,  but,  with  three  or  four  cir- 
cular arches  at  the  further  extremity,  where  it  springs 
from  the  opposite  banks.  Mr.  Lewis  in  his  stroll  of 
this  morning — it  being  market-day — ^visited  that  par- 
ticular spot,  and  from  thence  took  the  charming  little 
View,— of  the  aqueduct  in  the  foreground,  and  the  ca- 
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tliddnd,  aad  St hi  the  ^istaace,— -of  which  I  tran^ 

mit  ybu  a  finished  copy.*  The.  mark^-pe6ple  add 
mildb  to  the  effect ;  while  thb^  peculiar  pky  of  light 
aaid  jshade  esaauit  &il  to  strike  you  as  singularly  hapj^v 
Fiiie;as  was  yesterday,  this  day  has  not  been  inJR^o^ 
tbiit.  I  was  df  course  gl^  of  an  opportumty  of  tilting 
the  market,  and  of  minglingtwith  the  eountx^  pebpK 
Tlie  bouleiral*ds  iaffbrded  an  opportutiity  of  accom'pUBli^ 
in^  both  these  object.  'Corn  is  a  great  article  of 
trade ;  and  they  have  noble  granaries  for  depositing  it 
Apparency,  there  is  a  great  c6nflux*  of  people,  and 
Wkuch  business  stirring.  I  qiiickly  perceived,  in  .tile 
midst  of  this  ever-^noving  throng,  ontf  old  fiiend  the 
vender  of  rat-destrpyTjjgp^w.derfr-rrbusied  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  calling,  and  covered  with  his  usual  vest- 
ment of  white,  spotted  or  painted  with  black  rats. 
He  found  plenty  of  bearers  and  plenty  of  purchaser^. 
All  was  animation  and.  bustle.  In  the  midst  of  it,  a 
man  came  forward  to,  the  edge  of. a  bank — ^below  which 
a  great  concourse  was  assembled.  He  beat  a  drum,  to 
announce  that  a  paicket  boat  would  sail  to  Jersey  in  the 
course  of  the  afternoon ;  but  the  people  seemed  too 
intent  upon  their  occupations  and  gambols  to  attend 
to  him.  I  sat  upon  a  bench  and  read  one  of  the  little 
chap  books— -RicAar^i  sans  ;p«^— which  I  had  pur- 
chased the  same  morning:  Mr.  L.  beihg wholly  occu- 
pied, in  the  mean  time,  with  the'ti^w  of  wMch  I  have 
just  made  mention. 

While  absorbed  in  reflections  upon  the  heteroge^ 
neous  scene  before  me — and  wishing^  for  some  of  my 
dearest  friends  in  England  to  be  also  spectators  of  it — 

♦  See  THE  Opposite  Plate. 
VOL  I.  B  b 
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the  notes  of  an  hand-organ  nM>re  and  more  dli^ 
tinctly  stole  upon  my  ear.  They  were  soft^  and  eyen 
pleaising  notes.  On  looking  rounds  I  observed  diat  the 
musician  preceded  a  person,  who  caiTied  aloft  a  waxen 
Virgin  with  the  in£ant  Jesus  ;  and  who,  under  such  a 
sign,  exhorted  the  multitude  to  approach  and  buy  his 
book-wares.  I  trust  I  was  too  thorough-bred  a  jRor^ 
burgher  to  remain  quiescent  upon  tlie  bench :  and 
accordingly  starting  up,  and  extending  two  sous,  I  be- 
came the  fortunate  purchaser  of  a  little  chap  article — 
of  which  our  friend  Brrnardo  will  for  ever,  I  fear, 
envy  me  the  possession  !  The  vender  of  the  tome  sai^ 
through  his  nose,  as  the  organ  warbled  the  following 

€^mtique  j&^mtueL 

SN    L  HONNEUR    DU    TRE8-8AINT   8ACRBMENT, 

Qui  tit  expoid  data  la  grande  Eglise  cath^drale  de  St,  Pierre  et  St,  Pmd 
de  Rome,  pour  implorer  la  mii&korde  de  Dieu. 

Air  :  Du  Theodore  Francais. 

Approchez-voc78,  Chr^tieDs  fidbles^ 
Afin  d*entendre  inciter : 
Eooutez  tous  avec  un  grand  z^^ 
Avec  ferveur  et  piiti, 
Le  voeu  que  nous  avons  fait^ 
D*aller  au  grand  Saint  Jacques ; 
Grace  k  Dieu  nous  Tavons  accompli. 
Pour  Tamour  de  J^sus  Christ. 
Dieu  cr^  le  del  et  la  terre, 
Les  astres  et  le  firmament; 
n  fit  la  brillante  lumi^re, 
Ainsi  que  tous  les  autres  ^mens, 
II  a  tir^  tout  du  n^ant, 
Ce  qui  respire  sur  la  terre : 
RendoDB  hommage  k  la  grandeur 
De  notre  divin  Cr6iteur. 
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*  Tons  led  joof^  la  malke  aagmente,  n  y.  a  ti^-^peu  de  religion  | 
La  jeuDesse  est  trop  p^tulaqte^  Les  enfans  jurent  le  saint  Nom.  Et 
oomment  s*^tonneroit-oii  Si  tant  de  fldaux  nous  tourmentent^  Etsi  Ton 
Yoit  tant  de  malheurs^  C'est  Dieu  qui  punit  les  p6:heurs. 

Souvent  on  assiste  k  TOffice^  C*est  comme  une  mani^re  d*acquit. 
Sans  penser  au  saint  Sacrifice,  Oil  s*est  immol^  Jesus-Christ.  On 
parle  avee  ses  amis  De  ses  afiaires  temporelles.  Sans  Mre  aucune  at- 
tention Aux  myst^res  de  la  religion. 

K^fl^chissez  bien>  p^res  et  m^resj  Sur  ces  morales  et  v6rit^:  C'est 
la  loi  de  Dieu  notre  P6re;  C*est  lui  qui  nous  les  a  dict^es :  II  faut  les 
suivre  et  les  pratiquer,  Tant  que  nous  serons  sur  la  terre.  N'oublions 
point  qu'apr^s  la  mort,  Nos  ames  existeront  encore. 

J^sus  nous  en  montre  Texemple  Par  sa  bont6  et  par  sa  douceur. 
Marcbons,  aUons  k  son  saint  Temple,  Pour  le  prier  avec  ferveur.  Pour 
qu'il  r^pande  ses  bien£aits  Sur  les  pr^ieux  biens  de  la  terre,  Et  qu*il 
accorde  k  chaque  maison  Sa  sainte  benediction. 

Portons,  Chretiens,  sur  nous  rimageDe  notre  Sauveur  J^sus-Christ; 
Pla^ons  la  dans  notre  manage.  Sera  en  tout  lieu  notre  appui.  II  met 
le  clir6tien  k  Tabri  Du  feu  du  ciel  et  du  tonnerre.  Portons  les  armes 
du  Seigneur,  Pour  nous  preserver  de  malheur. 

Que  la  paix  chez  nous  toigours  r^gne.  En  bons  Chrdtiens  accordons- 
nous,  Et  que  tons  les  troubles  s*eteignent.  Nous  gouterons  un  sort  plus 
doux.  Que  d  une  parfaite  union  Nous  jouissions  comme  des  fr^res : 
Ayons  confiance  en  Jdsus  Christ,  Nous  aurons  ses  dons  infinis. 

Adorons  tons,  d*un  coeur  sincere,  J^sus-Christ  notre  Rddempteur  ^ 
Offirons-lui  nos  voeux,  nos  pri^res  j  Rdclamonsle  avec  ferveur.  Tons 
les  jours  prions  le  Seigneur  De  nous  preserver  sur  la  terre»  De  mal« 
heurs  et  d*accidens.  Prions  le  Sauveur  tout-puissant. 


The  day  was  beginning  to  wear  away  fast^  and  I  had 
not  yet  accomplished  the  favourite  and  indispensable 
object  of  visiting  the  Public  Library.  I  made  two 
unsuccessful  attempts ;  but  the  third  was  fortunate. 

*  It  cannot  fail  to  be  noticed  that  the  fbUowia^  sentences  are  in  fact 
rhymmgvene,  though  printed  prose-wise. 
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I  had  no  letter  of  introduction^  and  every  body  was 
busied  in  recdving  the  visits  of  their  country  friends. 
I  was  much  indebted  to  the  polite  attention  of  a 
stranger :  who  accompanied  me  to  the  house  of  the 
public  librarian^  his  friend^  and^  he  not  being  at  home, 
undertook  the  office  of  shewing  me  the  books.  The 
room  in  which  they  are  contained — ^wholly  detached — 
and  indeed  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  ca- 
thedral— ^is  about  sixty  English  feet  long,  low,  and 
rather  nan*ow.  It  is  absolutely  crammed  with  books, 
in  the  most  shameful  state  c^  confusion.  I  saw,  for 
the  first  time  in  Normandy,  and  with  absolute  glad- 
ness of  heart,  a  copy  of  the  Compltdensian  Polygldt 
Bible ;  of  which  the  four  latter  volumes,  in  vellum 
binding,  were  tall  and  good  :  the  earlier  ones,  in  calf, 
not  so  desirable.  For  the  first  time  too,  since  treading 
Norman  soil,  I  saw  a  tolerably  good  sprinkle  of  AaUan 
books.  Ascensius*s  first  edition  of  Bedels  EpisHes,  in 
smdl  quarto:  several  old  first  editions  of  Greek  au- 
thors: and  a  copy  of  the  edition  of  the  History  of  the 
Chevalier  Bayard^  with  the  portrait,  precisely  in  the 
same  style  of  binding,  as  that  for  which,  at  the  sale 
of  the  Roxburghe  Library^  I  was  insane  enough  to 
give  nine  guineas.  But  the  collection  stands  in  dread* 
fiil  need  of  weeding.  Indeed,  this  observation  may 
apply  to  the  greater  number  of  public  collections 
throughout  Normandy.  I  thanked  nJy  attendant  for 
his  patient  and  truly  friendly  attention,  and  took  my 
leave. 

In  my  way  homewards,  I  stopped  at  M.  Joubert's, 
the  princ^)al  librarian,  and  ^^  beat  about  the  bush**  for 
bibliographical  game.  But  my  pursuit  was  not  crowned 
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with  success.  M.  J«  told  me^  in  reply  ta  black-letter 
enqoiries,  that  a  Monsieur  A****,  a  stoat  burly  man, 
whom  he  called  ^^  un  gros  papa'' — was  in  the  habit  of 
paying  yearly  visits  .from  Jersey,  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  same  black Jetter  treasures  ;  and  that  he  swept 
away  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  an  ancient  and  equl- 
vocai  volume  in  his  annual  rounds.  I  learnt  pretty 
neaiiy.  the  same  thing  from,  Manoury  at  Caen.  M» 
Joubert  is  a  very  sensible. and  respectable  man;  and  te 
not  only  ^^  Seal  Imprimeur  de  Monseigneur  PEvSque** 
(PiBRRE  Dupont-Poursat)^  but  is  in  fact  almost  the 
only  bookseller  worth  consulting  in  the  place.  I 
bought  of  him  a  copy  of  the  Livre  JCEglise  ou  Nou- 
fxectu  Paroissien  h  V  usage  du  Diocise  de  CoutanceSj  or 
the  common  prayer  book  of  the  diocese.  It  is  a  very 
thick  duodecimo,  of  700  double  columned  pages,  print- 
ed in  a  clear,  new,  and  extremely  l^ble  character, 
upon  paper  of  sufficiently  good  texture.  It  was  bound 
in  sheepskin,  and  I  gave  only  thirty  sous  for  it  new. 
How  it  can  be  published  at  such  a  price,  is  beyond  m^^ 
conception*  M*  Joubert  told  me  that  the  compositor 
or  workman  received  20  francs  for  setting  up  36  pages, 
and  that  the  paper  was  12  francs  per  ream.  In  our 
own. country,  such  prices  would  be  at  least  doubled. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  here  with  the  great 
number  of  young  ecclesiastics.  In  short,  the  estab* 
lishment  now  erecting  for  them,  will  contain,  when 
completed,  (according  to  report)  not  fewer  than  four 
hundred.  It  is  also  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the 
extreme  simplicity  of  their  manners  and  deportmoit. 
They  converse  with  apparent  familiarity  with  the  very 
humblest  of  their  flock :  and  seem,  from  the  highest  to 
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the  lowest,  to  be  cordially  received.  They  are  indiffe- 
rent as  to  personal  appearance  :  one  young  man  car- 
ries a  bundle,  as  if^of  linen  for  his  laundress,  along  the 
streets :  another  carries  a  round  hat  in  his  hand,  with  a 
cocked  one  upon  his  head  :  a  kitchen  utensil  is  seen  in 
the  hand  of  a  third,  and  a  chair,  or  small  table,  in  that 
of  a  fourth.  As  they  pass,  they  are  repeatedly  saluted. 
Till  the  principal  building  be  finished,  many  of  them 
are  scattered  about  the  town,  liying  quite  in  the  upper 
stories.  In  short,  it  is  the  profession,  rather  than  the 
particular  candidate,  which  seems  to  claim  the  respect- 
ful attention  of  the  townsmen. 

Thus  much,  or  rather  thus  little,  for  Coutancbs.  At 
five  this  afternoon  we  start  in  the  cabriolet  of  the  dili- 
gence for  Granville — where  we  purpose  sleeping.  I 
regret  that  my  time  will  only  allow  of  so  superficial  a 
survey  of  this  interesting  place  :  of  which  both  the 
town  and  the  environs  would  richly  repay  a  week's  resi- 
dence at  least . .  and  I  have  been  here  scarcely  seventy- 
two  hours  !  A  well-built  country-house  in  the  ndgfa- 
bourhood,  especially  in  that  direction  whither  the  aque- 
duct  leads,  would  be  a  delightful  acquisition  to  the 
lover  both  of  nature  and  of  the  antiquities  of  art.  In- 
deed, to  a  Parisian,  what  residence,  throughout  Nor- 
mandy, could  be  more  desirable  ?  But  Victarina  has 
announced  the  speedy  approach  of  the  diligence — 
md  having  dispatched  our  inaintenon  cutlet  and  cor 
vin  de  Beaune,  we  are  preparing  for  our  departure. 
A  thousand  adieus. 
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LETTER    XVIIL 

jeURNBY  TO    GRANVILLE.        GRANVILLE.      VILLB    DIBC. 
ST.  SEVER.      TOWN  AND  CASTLB  OP  VIRE. 

Vire. 

SiNCB  my  last,  I  have  been  as  moch  gratified  by  the 
charms,  of  nature  and  of  art,  as  during  any  one  period 
of  my  tour.  Prepare,  therefore,  for  a  melange  of  inteU 
ligence;  but  such  as,  I  will  make  bold  to  predict^ 
caxmot  fail  to  afford  you  considerable  gratification. 
Normandy  is  doubtless  a  glorious  country.  It  is 
fruitful  in  its  soil,  picturesque  in  the  disposition  of  its 
laod  and  water,  and  rich  in  the  architectural  relics  of 
^  the  olden  tinAe.""  It  is  also  more  than  ordinarily  in- 
teresting to  us  Englishmen.  Here,  in  the  very  town' 
whence  I  transmit  this  despatch — ^within  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  of  the  hotel  of  the  Cheval  Blanc,  wluch 
just  now  encloses  us  within  its  granite  walls — ^here,  I 
say,  lived  and  revelled  the  illustrious  fiunily  of  the  Db 
Verbs.*  Hence  William  the  Conqueror  took  the 
^Emious  Aubrey  db  Verb  to  be  a  spectator  of  his 
prowess,  and  a  sharer  of  his  spoils,  in  his  decisive  sub- 
jugation of  our  own  country.  It  is  from  this  place  that 


*  The  reader  will  find  tlie  fidlest  particulars  relating  to  this  once- 
difltinguished  family,  in  Halstead's  Genealogical  Memoirs  of  Noble 
Families,  &c. :  a  book,  it  is  tme,  of  extreme  scarcity :  but  in  lieu  of  it 
let  him  consult  CollMs  NobU  FamiUes. 
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the  De  Veres  derive  their  name.  Their  onoe-proiid 
castle  yet  towers  above  the  rushing  rivulet  below^ 
which  turns  a  hundred  mills  in  its  course:  but  the 
warder's  horn  has  long  ceased  to  be  lieard,  and  the 
ramparts  are  levelled  with  the  solid  rock  with  which 
they  were  once,  as  it  were,  identified.  The  ruin,  how- 
ever, which  remains,  will  probs^ly  speak  for  itself  in 
the  course  of  this  epistle. 

I  recollect  that  my  last  concluded  with  the  an- 
nounce of  tlie  arrival  of  the  diligence  at  Goutances, 
and  of  our  preparatioa  for  departure  to  Granville^ 
in  our  route  hither*    We  .were  well  pleased  to.  find 
a  seat  ^n  the  cabriolet  occupied  by  a  very  agreeabte 
and  intelligent  countryuaan — 'Lieutenant  M.  €i  the 
royal  artillery  at  Woolwich :  with  whom  we  quickly 
became  femiliar — and  wbo  was,  at  that  moment,  in 
the  pro^cution  of  an  extenaive  tour  to  all  the  sea  port 
towns  of  France.    We  left  Coutances  with  something 
i^proaching  to  reluctance ;  so  completely  anglicised 
seemed  to  be  the  scenery  and  inhabitants.  Tlie  evening 
was  beautiful  in  the  extreme;  and  upon  gaining  \be 
height  of  one  of  the  opposite  hills,  within  about  half  a 
lisagoe  of  the  town,  in  the  high  Granville  route,  "^ 
alighted -^walked,  stopped,  and  gazed,  alternately, 
upon  the  lovely  landscape  around  m — the  cathedral^  ill 
the  mean  time,  becoming  of  one  entire  golden  tint 
from  the  radiance  of  the  setting  sun.    It  was  hardly 
possible  to  view  a  more  perfect  picture  of  its  kind; 
and  it  served  as  a  just  counterpart  to  the  more  expan- 
sive scene  which  we  had  contemplated,  but  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  from  the  heights  of  that  same  cathe- 
dral.   Mr.  Lewis  was  for  exercising  his  pencil  without 
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d^y ;  but  ad  ^^  en  avant""  from  the  conducteur  roused 
him  from  his  rapturous  abstraction^  when  we  remounted^ 
and  d^cended  into  a  valley ;  and  ere  the  succeeding 
hdght  was  gained^  a  feinter  light  floated  over  the  dis- 
tant landscape . .  •  and  every  object  reminded  me  of  the 
accuracy  of  those  exquisite  lines  by  Collins — descrip- 
tive c^  the  approach  of  evening*8 

. . .  gradual^  dusky  veil. 

For  the  first  time,  we  had  to  do  with  a  drunken  con- 
ducteur. Luckily  the  road  was  brbad,  and  in  the 
finest  possible  condition,  and  perfectly  well  known  to 
the  horses.  Every  turning  was  successfully  made; 
and  the  fear  of  upsetting  began  to  give  way  to  the 
annoyance  experienced  fr*om  the  roaring  and  shouting 
of  the  conducteur.  It  was  almost  dark  when  we  reach- 
ed Granville — about  twelve  miles  from  Coutances ; 
when  we  learnt  that  the  horses  had  run  six  miles  before 
they  started  with  us.  As  we  descended  towards  the  town, 
theroad  was  absolutely  solid  rock:  and  considering  what 
a  house  wecarried  behind  us  (for  so  the  body  of  the  rft7i- 
getKe  seemed)  and  tlie  uncertain  footing  of  the  horses, 
in  consequence  of  the  rocky  surface  of  the  road,  we 
apprehended  the  most  sinister  result.  Luckily  it  was 
moon-light ;  when,  approaching  one  of  the  sorriest 
looking  inns  imaginable,  whither  our  conducteur  (in 
spite  of  the  better  instructions  of  the  landlord  of  the 
H6tel  d*Angleterre  at  Coutances)  had  persuaded  us 
to  go,  we  alighted  with  a  thankful  heart,  and  bespoke 
supper  and  beds.  The  landlord's,  or  landlady's  name 
was  Fouche ;  whereas  we  ought  to  have  pwd  our  re- 
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spects  to  Madame  Puquet-'^v  some  such  name — and 
it  is  right  that,  (for  the  benefit  of  all  travellers,  who 
are  unhi^py  unless  they  sleep  at  what  is  called  the 
"  principal  inn")  the  first  auberge,  to  the  Idt,  upon 
entrance  into  GranviUe,  be  studiously  avoided.  But 
wherefore  ?  In  a  case  of  necessity,  or  indeed  in  any 
case,  let  none  but  the  most  fastidious  eschew  the  resi* 
deuce  of  Madame  Fouche ;  for  her  manner  is  civil, 
her  discourse  is  kind,  her  farinage  is  sweet  and  good, 
her  beds  are  clean,  and  her  charges  are  moderate. 

.  In  the  morning  (which  was  one  of  the  coldest  I  ever 
remember  for  the  season  of  the  year)  Mr.  Lewis  rose 
betimes,  and  betook  himself,  as  usual,  to  his  pencil: 
but  the  time  did  not  admit  of  any  very  extensive 
operation. 

Granville  is  fortified  on  the  land  side  by  a  decf) 
ravine,  which  renders  an  approach  from  thence  almost 
impracticable.  On  every  other  side  it  is  defended  by 
the  ocean,  into  which  the  town  seems  to  have  dropt 
perpendicularly  from  the  clouds.  At  high  water, 
Granville  cannot  be  approached,  even  by  transports, 
nearer  than  within  two-thirds  of  a  league ;  and  of  course 
at  low  water  it  is  surrounded  by  an  extent  of  sharply 
pointed  rock  and  chalk:  impenetrable — terrific — and 
presenting  both  certain  failure  and  destruction  to  the 
assailants!  It  is  a  Gibraltar  in  miniature.  The 
English  sharply  cannonaded  it  a  few  years  since,  but 
it  was  only  a  political  diversion.  No  landing  was 
attempted.  In  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  and  more 
particularly  in  those  of  the  League,  Granville,  how- 
ever, had  its  share  of  misery.     It  is  now  a  quiet,  dnll, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRANVILLE  TO  VIRE.  419 

dreary^  place ;  to  be  visited  only  for  the  sake  of  the 
view  from  thence,  looking  towards  St.  Malo,  and 
Mont  St.  Michel;  the  latter  of  which  I  give  up — as 
an  hopeless  object  of  attainment.  After  breakfisust 
— ^which  was  of  the  very  best  qnsdity — we  joined  our 
fellow  traveller  Lieutenant  M.  in  visiting  the  town. 
Granville  is  in  fact  built  upon  rock ;  and  the  houses 
and  the  only  two  churches  are  entirely  constructed 
of  granite.  The  principal  church  (I  think  it  was  the 
principal)  is  rather  pretty  within,  as  to  its  construc- 
tion ;  but  the  palpably  gloomy  effect  ^ven  to  it  by 
the  tint  of  the  granite — ^the  pillars  being  composed 
of  that  substance — renders  it  disagreeable  to  the  eye. 
We  saw  several  confessionals ;  and  in  one  of  them,  the 
office  of  confiession  was  performing  by  a  priest,  who 
attended  to  two  penitents  at  the  same  time  ;  but  whose 
physiognomy  was  so  repulsively  frightful,  that  we 
could  not  help  concluding  he  was  listening  to  a  tale 
which  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  receive.  Mr. 
Lewis  took  a  sketch  of  him. 

An  hour's  examination  of  the  town  thoroughly  satisfied 
us.  There  was  no  public  conveyance  to  f7re,  whither 
we  intended  immediately  departing,  and  so  we  hired  a 
voiture  to  be  drawn  by  one  sturdy  Norman  horse.  To 
a  question  about  springs,  the  conducteur  replied  that 
we  should  find  every  thing  "  trfes  propre/'  We  paid 
our  reckoning,  parted  with  reluctance  from  our  ami- 
able countryman  Lieutenant  M.  (who  was  pursuing 
his  journey  towards  St.  Malo)  and  set  our  faces  to- 
wards ViRB.  The  day,  for  the  season  of  the  year, 
turned  out  to  be  gloomy  and  cold  beyond  measure : 
and  the  wind  (ta  the  east)  was  directly  in  our  faces* 
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Nevertheless  the  road  was  one  of  the  finest  that^vfrj 
had  seen  in  France,  for  breadth  and  general  sou 
of  condition.  It  had  all  the  consequence  and  e 
utility  of  a  Roman  route ;  and  as  it  was  pe; 
undulating,  we  had  frequently  some  gratifying  glii 
of  its  broad  and  bold  direction.  The  sttrroundSl|jl 
country  was  of  a  quietly  picturesque  but  fruitful  as- 
pect ;  and  had  our  seats  been  comfortable,  or  after  tht 
figishion  of  those  in  our  own  country,  our  sensations 
had  been  more  agreeable.  But  in  truth,  instead  of 
springs^  or  any  thing  approximating  to  "  trfes  propre,** 
we  had  to  encounter  a  hard  plank,  suspended  at  the 
ertremities,  by  a  piece  of  leather,  to  the  sides ;  and  as 
the  road  was  but  too  well  bottomed,  and  the  convey- 
ance was  open  in  front  to  the  bitter  blast  of  the  east,  I 
can  hardly  describe  (as  I  shall  never  forget)  the  misery 
of  this  conveyance. 

Fortunately  our  first  stage  was  FiUe  Dieu.  Here 
we  ordered  a  voiture  and  post  horses:  but,  the  master 
of  the  Poste  Royale,  or  rather  of  the  inn,  shook  his 
head— ^^  Pour  las  chevaux,  vous  en  aurez  desmeiUenrs ; 
mais,  pour  la  voiture  il  n*y  en  a  pas.  Tenez,  Messieurs ; 
venez  voir."  We  followed,  with  miserable  forebodings—* 
and  entering  ashed,  where  stood  an  old  tumble-down** 
looking  phaeton-*—''  la  yoil4, Messieurs,  c'estla  seuk  que 
je  possMe  dans  ce  monient" — exclaimed  the  landlord.  It 
had  never  stirred  from  its  position  since  the  Ml  of  last 
year's  leaf.  It  had  been — ^within  and  without — the 
roosting  place  for  fowls  and  other  of  the  feathered 
tribe  in  the  form  yard ;  and  although  literally  covered 
with  the  evidences  of  such  long  and  undisturbed  pos*- 
session,  yet,  as  there  was  no  s^pearance  of  rain,  and  as 
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we  discovered  tlie  wished  for  *^  ressarts"  (or  springs) 
we  compromised  for  the  repillgiveiiess  of  the  exterior^ 
and  declared  our  intention  of  taking  it  onward.  Water^ 
brooms^  brushes,  and  clothi^,  were  quickly  put  in  rie- 
qnisition ;  ai^  two  stately  and  well  fed  horses,  which 
tiureatened  to  fly  away  with  our  slender  machine,  b^ng 
fiBUitened  on,  we  absolutely  darted  forward;  at  Sa  round 
rattling  gallop,  for  St  Sever.  Blessings  wait  upod 
the  memdry  of  that  artisan  who  invetited  . . .  springs  I 
We  began  to  recover  from  our  past;  miseries,  aqd  to 
iancy  ourselves  upon  the  Bath  road,  as  we  pursued 
oiir  route  towards  St.  Sever.  The  postillion  had  the 
perfect  command  of  his  horses,  and  we  gallopped,  or 
trotted,  or  ambled,  as  his  fancy— or  rather  our  wishes 
directed.  The  approach  to  our  halting-place  was 
itither  imposing.  What  seemed  to  be  a  monastery,  or 
church,  at  St.  Sever,  had  quite  the  appearance  of 
Moorish  architecture;  and  indeed  as  we  had  occa- 
sional glimpses  of  it  through  the  trees,  the  effect  was 
exceedingly  picturesque.  This  posting  town  is  in  truth 
very  delightfully  situated.  While  the  horses  were 
bang  changed,  we  made  our  way  for  the  monastery ; 
which  we  found  to  be  in  a  state  rather  of  dilapidation 
than  of  ruin.  It  had,  indeed,  a  wretched  aspect.  I  en- 
tered the  chapel,  and  saw  lying,  transversely  upon  a 
desk,  to  the  leflr— a  very  clean,  large  paper,  and  uncut 
copy  of  the  folio  Rouen  Missal  of  1759.  I  had  no 
doubt  but  that  a  few  francs  would  have  made  me  the 
possessor  of  it ;  but  surely  this  would  have  been  called 
Uttle  short  of  an  act  of  mitigated  sacrilege !  Every 
thing  about  this  deserted  and  decaying  spot  had  a 
melancholy  appearance :  but  the  surrounding  country 
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was  rich,  wooded,  and  pictui-esque.  In  former  days  (rf 
prosperity — such  as  St.  Sever  had  seen  before  the  Re^ 
Yolution — there  had  been  gaiety,  abundance,  and  hap- 
piness. It  is  now  a  perfect  contrast  to  its  pristine  state. 
On  returning  to  the  "  Poste  Royale^  we  found  two 
fresh  lusty  horses  to  our  voiture — ^but  the  postitlkm 
bad  sent  a  boy  into  the  field  to  catch  a  third.  Where- 
i^re  was  this?  Hie  tarif  exacted  it.  A  third  horse 
^^  r^ciproquement  pour  Tann^e'* — parce  qu*il  fieiut  tra 
yerser  une  grande  montagne  avant  qu'on  pent  arriver 
k  Vire** — ^was  the  explanatory  reply.  It  seemed  perr 
fectly  ridiculous,  as  our  vehicle  was  of  such  slmider 
dimensions  and  weight.  However,  we  were  forced  to 
yield.  To  scokL  the  post-boy  was  equally  absurd  ami 
unavailing ;  ^^  parce  que  le  tarif  Texigea.""  But  Uie 
^'  montagne'*  was  doubtless  a  reason  for  this  addi- 
tional horse :  and  we  began  to  imagine  that  something 
magnificently  picturesque  might  be  in  store  for  us. 
The  three  horses  were  put  a-breast  —  and  oflF  we 
started  with  a  phaeton-like  velocity!  Certainly  no- 
thing could  have  a  more  ridiculous  appearance  than 
our  pigmy  voiture  thus  conveyed  by  three  animals — 
strong  enough  to  have  drawn  the  diligence.  We  were 
not  long  in  reaching  this  ^^  huge  mountain,"  which 
provoked  our  unqualified  laughter — from  its  insignifi- 
cant size — and  upon  the  top  of  which  stands  the  town 
of  ViRB.  It  had  been  ayair-day ;  and  groups  of  men 
and  women,  returning  from  the  town,  in  their  blue 
and  crimson  dresses,  cheered  somewhat  the  general 
gloom  of  the  day,  and  lighted  up  the  features  of  the 
landscape.  The  nearer  we  approached,  the  more  no- 
meroiis  and  incessant  were  these  groups. 
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Vire  18  a  sort  of  Rouen  in  miniature — ^if  bustle  and 
population  be  only  considered.  In  architectural  com- 
parison, it  is  miserably  feeble  and  inferior.  The  houses 
are  generally  built  of  vgranite,  and  look  extremely 
sombre  in  consequence;  The  old  castle  is  yet  inter- 
esting and  commanding.  But  of  this  presently.  We 
drove  to  the  "  Cheval Blanc j'  and  bespoke^  as  usual,  a 
late  dinner  and  beds.  Our  first  vkit  was  to  the  castle; 
bat  it  is  right  that  you  should  know,  before  hand,  that 
the  town  of  Vire,  which  contains  a  peculation  of  about 
ten  thousand  souls,  stands  upon  a  commanding  emi- 
nence, in  the  midst  of  a  veiy  beautiful  and  picturesque 
country  called  the  Bocage.  This  country  was,  in 
former  times,  as  fruitful  in  civil  wars,  horrors,  and  de- 
vastations, as  the  more  celebrated  Bocage  of  the 
sonthem  part  of  France,  during  the  late  Revolution.  In 
short,  the  Bocage  of  Normandy  was  the  scene  of  blood- 
shed during  the  Calvinistic  or  Hugonot  persecution. 
It  was  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town,  in  the  parts  through 
which  we  have  travelled — from  Caen  hitherwards — 
that  the  hills  and  the  dales  rang  with  the  feats  of 
arms  displayed  in  the  alternate  discomfiture  and  suc« 
cess  of   CoLiGNY,  CoNDB,  MONTGOMERY,  and  Ma- 

TIGNON.* 

^  An  epitomised  account  of  these  civil  commotions  wiU  be  found  in 
the  Hiitoire  MiUtmre  des  Bocains,  par  M.  Richard  Seouinj  d  Vire, 
1816:  12nH>.  of  which  work>  and  of  its  author^  some  notice  will  be 
taken  in  the  following  pages.  Meanwhile^  consult  page  399^  ante. 
Among  the  MSS.  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  there  are  three 
folios  (to  be  distinctly  noticed  in  the  second  volume  of  this  work) 
containing  various  excerpts  relating  to  the  town  of  Vire.    In  the 
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But  for  the  castle.  It  is  situated  at  the  extremity 
of  an  open  space^  tel*minated  by  a  portion  of  the  bou- 
levards ;  having,  in  the  foreground,  the  public  librai^ 
to  the  left,  and  a  sort  of  municipal  hall  to  the  ligfat: 
neither  of  them  objects  of  much  architectural  conse- 
(Itfence..  Still  nearer  in  the  foreground,  is  a  fountaiu; 
whither  men,  women/ and  children — but  chiefly  the 
second  class,  in  the  character  of  blanchisseuses — 
regularly  resort  for  water;  as  its  bason  is  usually 
overflowing.  It  was  in  a  lucky  moment  that  Mr. 
Lewis  paid  a  visit  to  this  spot;  which  lii*^  ready 
pencil  transmitted  to  his  sketch-book  in  a  manner  too 
beautiful  and  faithful  not  to  be  followed  up  by  a  finisAi- 
ed  design  This  design  is  enclosed  for  your  . . .  un- 
qualified admiration  !  *  But  much  as  you  love  art, 
and  much  as  you  will  be  gratified  by  such  a  delightful 
specimen  of  it,  I  am  persuaded  you  would  be  inclined 

third  of  these  ma.  volumes,  (numbered  1029  or  1329j)  under  the  title 
of  ^*  Armet  qtii  stmt  d  VEgUse  paroissiale  de  Fire.  Dioche  de  Bafeux/' 
there  is  an  account  of  the  town  being  taken  by  the  Comte  de  Mont- 
gomery^ in  the  year  1568,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
assailants  are  called  an  army  '^  de  la  pr^tendue  nouveUe  religion,  les 
quelez  auroient  piU^  et  rauagd  rEglise^  rompu,  froissd,  casse  et  mind 
les  yitres^  greillezj  huis  et  fenetres^  chaires,  bancs,  siegez,  coffirez>  sa- 
crairez,  autelz>  imagez,"  &c.  This  account  is  followed  by  two  laige, 
and  not  unskilfully  executed  drawings^  of  two  &milies,  kneeling, 
which  were  in  the  stained  glass  windows  of  the  principal  church. 

*  See  the  Opposite  Flats.'  The  woman  with  a  bucket  before  herj 
turning  round  to  the  left,  stood  on  purpose  to  be  drawn;  and  seemed 
TasUy  pleased  by  the  compliment  which  she  considered  to  be  thus 
paid  her.  The  castle  shews  the  reverse  of  that  side  which  appears  in 
the  opposite  vignette. 


\ 
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to  scold  me  if  I  do  not  give  yon  a  nearer  ititroduction 
to  the  old  castle.  Accordingly  you  have  here  a  most 
exquisite  little  morceau  of  its  kind.  It  is  taken  from 
behind  the  portion  which  you  observe  in  the  annexed 
rq>resentation ;  and  was  minutely  finished^  upon  the 
spot. 


Frequently^  in  the  act  of  executing  it,  several  young 
men^  apparently  students  at  the  Coll^,  would  sur- 
round Mr.  L.  with  exclamations  and  compliments  upon 
the  minute  delicacy  and  apparent  difficulty  of  the  un- 
dertaking As  to  the  antiquity  of  the  castle,  I  should 
apprehend  it  to  be  of  the  twelfth  century^  Probably 
of  a  more  ancient  date ;  though  this  is  pretty  well. 
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Its'foundatioii  is  a  solid  rock.  Indeed  the  whole  keq^ 
is  of  the  same  kind  of  stone.  The  '^  Cheval  BUmd^-^ 
the  name  of  the  hotel  at  which  we  reside — shonld  be 
rather  called  the  ^^  Cheval  Noir  ;**  for  a  more  dark^ 
dingy,  and  even  dirty  residence,  for  a  traveller  of  any 
nasal  or  ocular  sensibility,  can  be  rarely  visited.  Oar 
bed  room,  where  we  drink  tea,  is  hung  with  tapestry; 
which,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  may  repre- 
sent the  daring  exploits  of  Montgomery  and  Matig- 
NON  :*  but  which  is  so  begrimed  with  filth  that  there  is 
no  decyphering  the  subjects  worked  upon  it.  On  leav- 
ing the  inn — and  making  your  way  to  the  top  of  the 
street — ^you  turn  to  the  left ;  but  on  looking  down, 
again  to  the  left,  you  observe,  below  you,  the  great  high 
road  leading  to  Caeny  which  has  a  noble  appearance. 
Indeed,  the  manner  in  which  this  part  of  Normandy  is 
intersected  with  the  *^  routes  royales"*  cannot  fail  to 
strike  a  stranger ;  especially  as  these  roads  run  over 
hiU  and  dale,  amidst  meadows,  and  orchards,  equally 
abundant  in  their  respective  harvests.  The  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town  is  remarkable  as  well  for  pic- 
turesque objects  of  scenery  as  for  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation ;  and  a  stroll  upon  the  heights,  in  whatever 
part  visited,  will  not  fail  to  repay  you  for  the  certain 
disappointment  to  be  experienced  within  the  streets 
of  the  town.  Portions  of  the  scenery,  from  these 
heights,  are  not  unlike  those  in  Derbyshire,  about 
Matlock.  There  is  plenty  of  rock,  of  shrubs,  and  of 
fern ;  while  another  Derwenty  less  turbid  and  muddy, 
meanders  below.    Thus  much  for  a  general,  but  hasty 

*  See  page  399^  ante. 
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sketch  the  town  of  \ire.  My  next  shall  give  you  some 
detail  of  the  interior  of  a  few  of  the  houses^  of  which 
I  may  be  said  to  have  hitherto  only  contemplated  the 
roofs. 


VOL.  I.  c  c 
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LETTER   XIX. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY.  MONSIEUR  ADAM.  MONSIEUR  DB  LA- 
RENAUDIERE.  OLIVIER  BASSELIN.  M.  SEGUIN.  THE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

It  is  a  sad  rainy  day ;  and  having  no  temptation 
to  stir  abroad,  I  have  shut  myself  up  by  the  side  of  a 
huge  wood  fire — (surrounded  by  the  dingy  tapestry,  of 
which  my  last  letter  did  not  make  very  honourable  men- 
tion)— ^in  a  thoroughly  communicative  mood,  to  make 
yon  acqiuunted  with  all  that  has  passed  since  my  pre- 
vious despatch.  $0odM  and  the  $0]UtOtnailta  be  the 
chief  "  burden  of  my  present  song !"  You  may  re- 
member, in  my  account  of  the  public  library  at  Caen,* 
that  some  mention  was  made  of  a  certain  Ouvier 
Basselin — ^whom  I  designated  as  the  drunken  Bar- 
NABY  of  Normandy  ?  Well,  my  friend — I  have  been 
at  length  made  happy,  and  comforted  in  the  extreme, 
by  the  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  f^audevires  of  that 
said  Olivier  Basselin — and  from  the  hands,  too,  of  one 
of  his  principal  editors ! . .  Monsieur  Lanon  de  la  Rb- 
NAUDfERE,  Avocat,  ct  Mairc,  de  Tallevende-le-Petit. 
This  copy  I  intend  (as  indeed  I  told  the  donor)  for  the 
beloved  library  at  Althorp.  But  let  me  tell  my  tale 
my  own  way. 

Hard  by  the  hotel  of  the  Cheval  Blanc,  (the  best, 

•  See  page  337*  aatc. 
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bad  as  it  is — and  indeed  the  only  one  in  the  town) 
lives  a  printer  of  the  name  of  Adam.  He  is  the  prin- 
cipal, and  the  most  respectable  of  his  brethren  in  the 
same  craft.  After  discoursing  npon  sundry  desultory 
topics — and  particularly  examining  the  hooks  of  Edu- 
cation^  among  which  I  was  both  surprised  and  pleased 
to  find  the  DisHchs  ofMuretus^ —  I  expressed  my  re- 

• ''  Les  DisHques  de  Muret,  iraduUs  en  vert  Franfa%$,  par  Aug,  A, 
Se  vend  k  Vire,  ckez  Adam^  imprimeiir-lib.  An.  I8O9.  The  reader 
may  not  be  displeased  to  have  a  specimen  of  the  maimer  of  rendering 
these  distichs  into  French  verse : 

1. 

Dam  tener  es,  Mubbte,  aiddis  h»c  auiibus  hauri : 
Nee  memori  mod6  conde  animo,  sed  et  exprime  fiActis. 

2. 

Inprimis  venerare  Deum ;  venerare  parentes : 
Et  qnos  ipsa  loco  tibi  dat  natura  parentwn. 

3. 

Menitiri  noli.    Nunqokm  mendada  prosont 
Si  qidd  peccaris,  yenia  est  tibi  prompta  fiatentL 

4. 

Disce  libens.    Quid  dulcius  est  qukm  discere  mnlta  I 
Discentem  comitantur  opes,  comitantur  honores. 


Si  quis  te  objurget,  mal^  chm  quid  feceris.  Oil 
Oratiam  babe,  et  ne  iterhm  qneat  objurgare  cavet. 


Ne  temer^  hmic  credas  tibi  qui  blanditnr  amicom. 
Peccantem  puerom  quisquis  non  coirigit,  odit. 

1. 

Jeune  encore,  6  mon  FUelpowr  Ure  homrne  de  dien, 
Econte,  et  dam  ten  cteur  grave  eet  entretien. 
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gret  at  having  travdled  through  so  many  towns  c^ 
Normandy  without  meeting  with  one  single  copy  ci 
the  Vaudevires  of  Olivier  Basselin  for  sale.  ^^  It  is 
not  very  surprising.  Sir,  since  it  is  a  privately  printed 
book,  and  was  never  intended  for  sale.  The  impres- 
sion too  is  very  limited.  You  know,  Sir,  that  the 
book  was  puUished  here — and — "^  I  started  backwards, 
just  one  step  and  "  no  more.**  "  Then  I  begin  to  be 
confident  about  obtaining  it** — replied  I.  "  Gently, 
Sir ; — **  resumed  Monsieur  Adam — ^*  it  is  not  to  be 
bought,  even  here.  But  do  you  know  no  one  . . .  T 
"  Not  a  creature.**  ^^  Well,  Sir,  take  courage.  You 
are  an  Englishman ;  and  one  of  its  principal  editors — 
a  very  gallant  Bibliomane-^who  is  a  great  collector 
and  lover  of  the  literature  of  your  country — (here  I 
picked  up  courage  and  gaiety  of  heart)  lives  in  this 


Sen,  honore  le  Dieu  qui  cHa  tow  let  itres  ; 
SoitJiU  respectueuM,  $ok  docile  i  tes  maUres, 


Craint  de  mentir :  toujours  c^esi  en  vain  que  Pon  ment ; 
En  awuant  set  torts,  on  est  presqt^innocent. 


Qt^il  est  beau  tPStre  instruit!  Aime,  aequiers  la  science; 
Assex  (Phonneurs,  de  biens  seront  ta  recompense. 


D^un  reproche  obligeani,  au  Ueu  d'itite  coi^. 
Rends  griuie  k  Vami^h,  mats  n^en  mMtcplus. 

6. 

Crains  la  louang'e:  il  est  Pennemi  de  Pei^imae 
Celui  qui  pour  ses  t^rts  a^aquede  Pimkdgence. 
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town.  He  is  President  of  the  Tribunal.  Go  to  him.'' 
Seeing  me  hesitate,  in  consequence  of  not  having  a 
letter  of  introduction — ^**  Ce  n'est  rien  (said  he) 
allez  tout-drmt.  II  aime  vos  compatriotes  ;  et  soyez 
persuade  d'un  accueil  le  plus  favorable.'*  Methought 
Monsieur  Adam  spake  more  eloquently  than  I  had  yet 
heard  a  Norman  speak. 

In  two  seconds  I  quitted  his  shop,  (promising  to  re- 
turn with  an  account  of  my  reception)  and  five  mi- 
nutes brought  me  into  the  presence  of  Monsieur  Lanon 
de  la  Renaudiere,  President  du  Tribunal,  &c.     My 
name  is  a  most  unfortunate  one  (as  I  have  experienced 
more  than  once)  for  Gallic  ears.     It  is  made  caco- 
phony  itself.     Monsieur  Le  President  repeated  it — 
and  I  repeated  it — '^  Enfin,  donnez  vous  la  peine  de 
r6crire'' — said  the  Bibliomane,  very  politely.    I  had 
no  sooner  got  through  the  half  of  the  final  n,  than  he 
shouted  aloud,  —  '^£st-ce  done  vous  qui  Stes  . .  ?! 
naming  certain  bibliographical  performances   which 
need  not  be  here  mentioned.    I  never  heard  so  rapid 
an  utterance.    On  bowing,  and  replying  in  the  affir- 
mative—4t  is  not  possible  for  me  to  convey  to  you  a 
notion  of  the  warmth,  cordiality,  and  joyousness  of 
heart,  that  marked  the  reception  which  this  gentle- 
man instantly  and  in  consequence  gave  me:  and  I 
will  frankly  own  that  I  was  as  much  ^^  abashed"  as 
ever  our  ancient  friend  Caxton  had  been — ^in  the  pre- 
sence of  his  patroness  the  Duchess  of  Burgundy.  I  fol- 
lowed my  new  bibliomaniacal  acquaintance  rapidly 
up  stairs ;  and  witnessed,  with  extreme  pleasure,  a  few 
bundles  of  books  (some  of  them  English)  lying  upon 
the  window  seats  of  the  first  landing-place :  much  after 
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the  fashion  followed  in  a  certain  long,  rambling,  and 
antique  residence  not  quite  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  towers  of  Westminster  Abbey. 

We  gained  the  first  floor ;  when  mine  host  turned 
the  keys  of  the  doors  of  two  contiguous  rooms,  and 
exclaimed,  '^  Voila  ma  Bibliotheque  !  Theair  of  con- 
scious triumph  with  which  these  words  were  uttered, 
delighted  me  infinitely ;  but  my  delight  was  much  in- 
creased on  a  leisurely  survey  of  one  of  the  prettiest, 
most  useful,  and  commendable  collections  of  books, 
chiefly  in  the  department  of  the  Belles-Lettres,  which 
I  had  ever  witnessed.  Monsieur  La  Renaudiere  has  a 
library  of  about  9000  volumes,  of  which  eight  hundred 
are  English.  But  the  owner  is  especially  fond  of  poe- 
tical archaeology ;  in  other  words,  of  collecting  every 
work  which  displays  the  progress  of  French  and  Eng- 
lish poetry  in  the  middle  and  immediately  following 
ages ;  and  talks  of  Trouveurs  and  Troubadours  vrith  an 
enthusiasm  approaching  toextacy.  Meanwhile  he  points 
his  finger  to  our  Warton,  Ellis,  Ritson,  and  Southey ; 
tells  you  how  dearly  he  loves  them ;  but  yet  leads  you 
to  conclude  that  he  rather  prefers  Le  Grand,  Gingueni 
Sismondi,  and  Renouard.*  Of  the  venerable  living 
oracle  in  these  matters,  the  Ahb€  de  la  Rue,  he  said  he 
considered  him  as  "  un  pen  trop  syst^matique."  In 
short,  M.  La  Renaudiere  has  almost  a  complete  critical 
collection,  in  our  tongue,  upon  the  subject  of  old  poe- 
try ;  and  was  most  anxious  and  inquisitive  about  the 
present  state  of  cultivation  of  that  branch  of  literature 

*  A  member  of  the  Institute ;  and  not  the  bibliographical  bookseller 
of  the  same  name. 
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in  England :  adding,  that  he  himself  meditated  a  work 
opon  the  French  poetry  of  the  xiith  and  xiiith  cen- 
turies. He  said  he  thought  his  library  might  be  worth 
about  25,000  francs  :  nor  did  I  consider  such  a  valu- 
ation overcharged.  He  talks  rapidly,  earnestly,  and 
incessantly ;  but  he  talks  well :  and  spoke  of  the 
renown  of  a  certain  library  in  St.  James's  Place,  in  a 
manner  which  could  not  fail  to  quicken  the  pulse  and 
warm  the  blood  of  its  historian.  We  concluded  an 
interview  of  nearly  two  hours  by  his  compliance  with 
my  wishes  to  dine  with  me  on  the  following  day :  al- 
though he  was  quite  urgent  in  bargaining  for  the  pre- 
vious measure  of  my  tasting  his  pdtage  and  vol  au 
vent.  But  the  shortness  and  constant  occupation  of 
my  time  would  not  allow  me  to  accede  to  it.  M. 
La  Renaudiere  then  went  to  a  cabinet-like  cupboard, 
drew  forth  an  uncut  copy,  stitched  in  blue  spotted 
paper,  of  his  beloved  Vaudevires  by  Olivier  Basse- 
mn:*   and  presenting  it  to  me,  added  "  Conservez 

*  beloved  Vaudevires  by  Olivier  Basselin.] — ^The  present  seems  to 
be  the  proper  place  to  give  the  reader  some  account  of  this  once  fk- 
moas  Bacchanalian  poet.  It  is  not  often  that  France  rests  her  preten- 
siond  to  poetical  celebrity  upon  such  claims.  Love,  romantic  adven- 
tures, gaiety  of  heart  and  of  disposition  form  the  chief  materials  of  her 
minor  poems :  but  we  have  here  before  us,  in  the  person  and  produc* 
tions  of  Olivier  Bassklin,  a  rival  to  Anacreon  of  old  -,  to  our  own 
Richard  Braitbwait^  Vincent  Bourne,  and  Thomas  Moore.  As 
this  volume  b  perhaps  the  only  one  which  has  travelled  into  England, 
the  reader  may  be  prepared  to  receive  an  account  of  its  contents 
with  the  greater  readiness  and  satisHeu^tion.  First,  then,  of  the  life 
and  occupations  of  Olivier  Basselin  5  which^  as  Goujet  has  entirely 
passed  over  all  notice  of  him,  we  can  gather  only  from  the  editors  of 
the  present  edition  of  his  works.    Basselin  appears  to  have  been  a 
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kj  pour  ramour  de  moi.**  You  may  be  assured  tiiat 
I  received  such  a  present  in  the  most  gracious  maa- 
ner  I  was  capable  of— but  instantly  and  honestly 

yir<ns  i  in  other  words,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Vire.  But  he 
had  a  strange  propensity  to  rusticating,  and  preferred  the  inunediate 
vicinity  of  Vire — its  quiet  little  valleys,  runniDg  streams,  and  rocky 
recesses — ^to  a  more  open  and  more  distant  residence.  In  such 
places,  therefore,  he  carried  with  him  his  flasks  of  cider  and  his 
flagons  of  wine.  Thither  he  resorted  with  his  ''hoon  and  meny 
companions,"  and  there  he  poured  forth  his  ardent  and  unpremeditated 
strains.  These  ''  strains*'  all  savoured  of  the  jovial  propensities  of 
their  author:  it  being  very  rarely  that  tenderness  of  sentiment,  whether 
connected  with  friendship  or  love,  is  admitted  into  his  compositions. 
He  was  the  ihorough-bred  Anacreon  of  the  dose  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

The  town  of  Vire,  as  the  reader  may  have  already  had  intimation,  is 
the  chief  town  of  that  department,  of  Normandy  called  the  Bocagb: 
and  in  this  department  few  places  have  been,  of  old,  more  celebrated 
than  the  Vaux  de  Fire;  on  account  of  the  number  of  manu£Eu:tories 
which  have  existed  there  from  time  immemorial.  It  derives  its  name 
from  two  principal  valleys,  in  the  form  of  a  T,  of  which  the  base  (if  it 
may  be  so  called — *'  jambage")  rests  upon  the  Place  du  Chateau  de 
Fire,  It  is  suflidently  contiguous  to  the  town  to  be  considered  among 
the  fouxbourgs.  The  rivers  fire  and  Ttrbie,  which  unite  at  the  bridge 
of  Vaux,  run  somewhat  rapidly  through  the  valleys.  These  rivers  are 
flanked  by  manufectories  of  paper  and  doth,  which,  from  the  xvth 
century,  have  been  distinguished  for  their  prosperous  condition.  In- 
deed, Basselin  himself  was  a  sort  of  doth  manufacturer.  In  this 
valley  he  passed  his  life  in  fulling  his  doths,  and  "  in  composing 
those  gay  and  ddightfiil  songs  which  are  contained  in  the  volume 
under  consideration."  Discours  Pr^Ummaire,  p.  17,  &c.  Olivier 
Basselin  is  the  parent  of  the  title  Faudevire  —  which  has  since 
been  corrupted  into  FaudeviUe.  From  the  observation  at  page  16, 
Basselin  appears  to  have  been  also  the  FATBxa  c^  Bacchanalian  Po- 
BTRY  in  France.  He  frequented  public  festivals :  and  was  a  welcome 
guest  at  the  tables  of  the  rich— where  the  Vaudevire  was  in  such  re- 
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added — *'  permettez  qu'il  soit  d^pos^  dans  la  bibli- 
otli^ae  de  Milord  S . . .  ?  '^  C'est  la  mime  chose" — 

quest,  that  it  is  supposed  to  have  superseded  the  '*  Conte,  or  Fabliau, 
or  the  Chanson  d* Amour."*  p.  xviij  : 

Sur  ce  point-1^  soyez  tranqmlle  : 
No8  neyeoXf  j'en  sals  bien  certain, 
Se  souTiendront  de  Bassblin, 
Perejoyeus  th  FttudetnUe :  p.  xxiy. 

Basselin  is  stij^iosed  to  have  died  at  the  condusion  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  His  first  editor  was  Jban  lb  Uovx,  a  poet  and  advocate  of 
Vire,  who  was  bom  about  the  middle  of  the  following  century.  Le 
HoQX  was  also  an  imitator  of  the  Vaudevires  of  Basselin,  and  in  short 
preferred  poetry  to  his  profession.  The  editors  of  the  present  vohiHie 
have  favoured  us  with  one  of  Le  Houx*s  '*  Vaudevire  pour  le  jour 
de  hiSte.  Tves,  £^  des  AvocaU.*'  I  shall  select  the  third  and  fourth 
stanzas  as  specimens  of  the  imitator's  muse : 

Que  les  auares  Aduocats 
Gaignent  ^  se  rompre  la  teste, 
Pounrft  que  je  sois  de  leur  feste, 
Certes  ne  me  souciray  pas 
De  leur  procez  ni  de  leur  sacs. 

MiBux  vaut  Tider  et  assailUr 
Un  pot  qu'un  proces  difficile ; 
Au  moins  cela  m'est  plus  utile. 
Gar  lee  procez  me  font  vieillir; 
Le  bon  vin  me  fiut  ndeunir. 

Le  Houx's  commendation  of  Basselin  is  thus  expressed  : 

Db  ce  Virois  conservons  la  m^noire, 
A  tout  le  moins  ^l  la  table  en  beuTant ; 
Lequel  ne  beut  jiunais  en  rechignant, 
Et  qui  nous  fait  si  joyeusement  boire- 


*  The  host,  at  these  public  and  private  festivals,  usually  called  upon  some 
one  to  recite  or  smg  a  song,  chiefly  of  an  amatory  <ur  chivalrous  character  ^ 
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r^oined  he  ;  and  giving  me  the  address  of  the  public 
KtHturian^  we  separated  in  the  most  cordial  manner  till 
the  morrow. 

Une  bonne  boisson 

Prise  avec  marisson 

Pto  iin  satuniien, 

Ne  lui  fait  point  de  bien. 
MuB  le  Yin  honors  d'nn  gentil  Vandevirey 
N'l^rte  que  sant^  en  ne  bea?ant  da  pire* 

The  poems  of  Basselin  were  printed  at  least  twice  by  Le  Hoax— be- 
fore the  year  1 600 ;  but  he  took  a  few  liberties  with  the  style  in  adapt- 
ing it  to  his  own  times.  Le  Houx  was  persecuted  by  the  dei^  for 
the  supposed  licentiousness  of  these  poems^  and  could  only  obtain  ab- 
solution by  a  journey  to  Rome>  and  by  the  suppression  of  his  own  edi- 
torial labours.  The  first  edition  is  now  wholly  unknown  5  and  only 
two  copies  of  the  second^  or  last^  should  seem  to  have  been  known  to 
the  editors  of  the  reprint  under  consideration.  The  title  of  that  edi- 
tion IB  as  follows :  ^'  Le  Lwre  de$  Chants  nouveaux  de  VcMdecvre,  par 
ordre  alpkabetique,  corrigiet  augmenti  outre  lajnr^cSdente  impresdon;  i 
Vvre,  chez  Jean  de  Cesne,  Imprimeury  It  is  without  date.  Le  Hoax 
died  in  1616>  and  this  impression  is  supposed  to  have  been  published 
before  his  death.  The  text  of  this  edition^  together  with  a  purer  one 
found  in  an  octavo  MS.  written  in  the  black  letter,  and  containing 
the  poetry  both  of  Basselin  and  Le  Houx — (probably  of  the  time  of 
the  latter)  formed  the  basis  of  that  of  the  present  impression.  This 
MS.  belonged  to  a  medical  gentleman,  of  the  name  of  Poliniere.  The 
corruptions  in  orthography  have  been  corrected  from  the  models  af- 
forded by  the  older  compositions  of  Charles  d^OrUans  and  AUdn  Char- 
tier.    But  it  should  doubtless  appear  that  the  curators  of  the  present 


and  this  custom  prevuled  more  particularly  in  Normandy  than  in  other  parts 
of  France: 

Usaige  est  en  Normandie, 

Que  qui  hebergiez  est  qu'U  die 

¥Me  on  Chanson  k  son  oste. 
See  the  authorities  dted  at  page  xv,  of  this  Discours  prdliminaire. 
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I  pcisted  back  to  Monsieur  Adam^  the  printer  and 
bookseller^  and  held  aloft  my  blue-covered  copy  of 

edition  were  ignorant  of  the  genuine,  and  somewhat  elegant  MS. 
written  also  in  the  gothic  letter,  which  is  inddentallj  noticed  at  page 
357>  ante,  as  in  the  possession  of  M.  Pluquet 

We  now  come,  therefore,  immediately  to  the  volmne  before  us,  and 
to  a  consideration  of  the  character  of  its  contents.  It  is  of  a  handsome 
form,  i^proaching  the  size  of  a  royal  octavo.  The  half  title  is  thus : 
'^  Le$  Faudevirei  par  OUvier  Baaelin:*  The  full  title,  on  the  follow- 
ing leaf,  is — "  Let  Vaudevires,  Ponies  du  Ibme  Siecle,  par  Olitibr 
Baiielin,  avec  tin  Discaurs  $ur  sa  Vie,  et  des  Notes  pour  CexpltcaHan 
de  quelques  anciens  mots,  Vire,  1811.**  On  the  reverse  of  this  title- 
page  we  leam  the  names  of  the  gentlemen,  inhabitants  of  Vire — ten  in 
number— '^  by  whose  care  and  at  whose  expense  the  edition  was  put 
forth."  Theprellminary  discourse,  with  its  notes,  occupies  the  firstxxxvi 
pages.  The  text  of  the  poet  begins  with  this  prefix :  **  Les  Chants  du 
Vaudevvre  par  OUvier  BasseUn,**  The  text,  composed  of  lxyi  Vaude- 
vires,  occupies  190  pages :  the  notes  conclude  the  volume  at  page  131. 
At  the  bottom  of  this  last  page  we  read  the  imprint  thus :  *^  De  VIm' 
primerie  de  F,  Le  Court,  d  Jvranches."  For  the  honour  of  the  place, 
and  of  the  memory  of  its  old  poetical  inhabitant,  the  book  should  have 
been  printed  as  well  as  published  at  Vire.  There  is  nothing  so  very 
skilful  or  splendid  in  its  typographical  execution,  as  should  have 
caused  Monsieur  Adam  to  have  despaired.  However,  as  the  produc- 
tion of  a  provincial  pressj  it  is  very  creditably  executed. 

1  now  proceed  to  submit  a  few  specimens  of  the  muse  of  this  Fa- 
ther OF  Bacchanalian  Poetb  y  in  France ;  and  must  necessarily  begin 
with  a  select  few  of  those  that  are  chiefly  of  a  bacchanalian  quality. 

VJUDEVIRE  IL 


Atant  le  doz  au  feu  et  le  ventre  k  la  table, 
Estant  parmi  les  pots  pleins  de  vin  ddectable, 

Ainsi  comme  ung  poulet 
Je  ne  me  husseray  morir  de  la  pepie. 
Quant  en  ^ebvroye  avoi  la  face  cramoisie 

Et  le  nez  violet. 
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the  Faudevires  as  an  unquestionable  proof  of  the  sac- 
cessfal  result  of  my  visit  to  Monsieur  La  Renaudiere. 

Quant  mon  nez  devendra  de  couleur  rouge  oa  perse» 
Porteray  les  couleun  que  ch6rit  ma  maitresse. 

Le  vin  rent  le  teint  beau. 
Vault-il  pas  mieulx  avoir  la  couleur  rouge  et  vire, 
Ricbe  de  beanlx  mbis,  que  ri  pasle  et  di^tive 

Ainn  qu^mg  beuTeur  d'eao.* 

VAUDEFIRE  XXIX, 

Jb  ne  treuve  en  ma  medecine 
Simple  qm  soit  plus  excellent, 
Que  la  noble  planle  de  yigne 
IVoil  le  bon  vin  clMret  proYient.  • 

II  n'y  a  chez  PApothicaire 
De  drogue  que  je  prize  mieulx. 
Que  ce  bon  vin  qm  me  faict  (aire 
Le  sang  bon  et  I'esprit  joyeulx. 

Qu'oN  ne  m'apporte  point  de  casse, 
Et  qu'on  ne  courre  au  Medecin : 
De  vin  qu'on  remplisse  ma  tasse. 
Qui  me  vouldra  rendre  bien  sain. 

En  mon  r6cip6  qu'on  ordonne 
Que  je  boirai  vin  d'Orl^ans ; 
La  recepte  me  sera  bonne, 
Les  Medecins  honnestes  gens. 

Mais  s'ils  m'ordonnent  de  I'eau  doulce, 
Ou  la  tisaane  simplement. 


*  The  opening  of  the  following  and  third  Vandevire  begins  thus  epigFam- 
matically : 

Adam,  c'est  chose  tr^  notoire 
Ne  nous  eust  mis  en  tel  dangier, 
Se  au  lieu  du  flEital  mangier 
D  se  fust  plustost  mis  k  boire. 
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^^  N*est-ce  pas  donc^  Monsieur,  (rqilied  be)  que  je  vous 
ai  bien  conseill^?  Ma  foi,  vous  avez  bien  jou6  votre 
r61e." 

Sont  geni  qui  veukiit  toat  de  coarse 
Me  fiure  morir  poTrement. 

Jb  ne  vueil  ni  laict  ni  fniictaige ; 
De  ce  je  ne  suys  point  friant. 
Mus  je  yendroye  mon  h^tage 
Pour  avoir  de  ce  nn  friant. 

O  que  c'est  dure  d^partie 
De  ma  bouche  et  de  ce  bon  vin 
A  tons  ceulx-I^  je  porte  envie 
Qui  ont  encor  le  verre  plein. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Xlth  Vaudevire  has  some  fair  good  broad 
humour  about  it : 

VAUDEFIRE  XL 

Cbrtbs  hoc  vkwm  est  bonwt  : 
Du  maulvais  latin  ne  nous  chaille, 
Se  bien  congru  n'estoit  ce  ju8» 
Le  tout  ne  vauldroit  rien  que  vaille. 
Escolier  j'apprifl  que  bon  vin 
Aide  bien  au  maulvais  latin. 

Cbstb  sentence  praticquant, 
De  latin  je  n'en  appris  gu^  ^ 
Y  pensant  estre  assez  89avant, 
Puisque  bon  vin  aimoye  2^  boire. 
Lorsqne  maulvais  vin  on  a  beu, 
Latin  n'est  bon,  fiist-il  congru 

Ft  du  latin,  parlous  fran^ois, 
Je  m'y  recongnois  davantaige. 
Je  vueil  boire  une  bonne  fob. 
Car  voicy  ung  mustre  breuvaige  : 
Certes  se  j'en  beuvoye  soubvent, 
Je  deviendroye  fort  ^oquent 
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Ce*Bt  un  livre  de  la  plus '  grande  raret^^  m6me  cbez 
aous."    LeaviDg  the  precious  cargo  with  him,  and 

The  maimer  of  thanking  his  jdly  host,  and  of  getting  np  from  a 
well  furnished  table,  is  thus  humorously  expressed : 

VAUDEVIRE  XVL 

CssT  assez,  troupe  honorable^ 
De  ces  gentils  chants  l^rois  ; 
n  fiMilt  se  lever  de  table, 
Le  reste  en  une  aultre  fois ; 

Car  peut-estre 

Quele  maistre 
Qui  nous  assemble  c^ans 

N'ozedire 

Lemartire 
Et  mal  que  hii  font  les  doits : 
Souvent  inccmunodlt^ 
Proyient  d'avoir  trop  chants. 

Mais  il  est  trop  Tokmtaire 
Pour  avoir  le  cneur  marry 
IVavoir  veu  la  bonne  chito 
Que  nous  avons  fuct  chez  luy. 

Monsieur  I'hoste, 

Voyez,  j'oste 
Mon  bonnet  honnestement 

On  me  prie 

Que  je  die 
Qu'on  Yous  rent  graces  humblement 
Mais  si  le  vin  reste  an  pot, 
Sommes  encor  de  I'dcot 

Fai€te8-en  laver  la  bouche 
A  quelques  uns  d'entre  nous, 
Avant  qu'ung  varlet  y  touche, 
Puisque  tout  d^nd  de  yous. 

Je  ne  cure, 

Je  YOUS  jure. 
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telling  him  that  I  purposed  immediately  visiting  the 
public  library^  he  seemed  astonished  at  my  eagerness 

Jamais  ma  booche  aukrement, 

Nostre  koatesae, 

Je  voius  laisse 
Milk  mercis  en  payement ; 
Cecy  seroit  earent^ 
J'en  boy  it  votre  watL 

J' AT  oay-dire  k  ma  grand-m^ 
Toorioun  des  Tieubc  on  i^prent. 
Que  de  la  gontte  derail 
La  bonne  chiere  d^fient 

Bonne  femme» 

Que  ton  ame 
Puisae  estre  an  del  en  repos ! 

J'ay  envie, 

Sij'ayvic, 
lyensuibyre  bien  tea  propos  ; 
Quant  8ur  le  bon  vin  je  suis, 
J'en  lusse  moins  que  je  puis. 

A  farther  variety  of  Bassdin  s  metre  is  discoverable  in  his  KXIId. 
Vaudevire,  thus : 

VAUDEFIRE  XXIL 

Hb!  qu'avons-nous  affiure 
Dn  TcffC  ny  du  Sophy, 

Don  don. 
Pourveu  que  j'aye  k  boire, 
Des  grandeurs  je  dis  fy, 
Don  don. 
Trincqne,  Seigneur,  le  vin  est  bon : 
Hoc  acuit  tngenium. 

Qui  songe  en  yin  ou  vigne. 
Est  ung  pr^uge  heureux, 
Don  don. 
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about  books — and  asked  me  if  I  had  ever  puhUsked  any 
iking  bibliographical?  ^^Car  enfin^  Monsieur,  la  plus- 

Le  vin  k  qui  rediigiie 

Rent  le  cnenr  to«t  jofBOXy 
Don  don. 
Trincquey  SeigBeiir»  le  Tin  est  bon : 
Hocacuii  mgenimm, 

Mbschant  est  qui  te  bromUe, 
Je  park  aux  tavemien, 

Don  don. 
Le  breuTinge  \l  grenoiulle 
Ne  doibt  estre  aux  ceUiers, 
Don  don. 
Trincque,  Seigneur,  le  vin  est  bon  : 
Hoc  acuU  ingenium, 

QuB  ce  yin  on  ne  couf^pe, 
Ain^b  qu'on  bcrfre  net, 

Don  don. 
Je  pry  toute  la  trooppe 
De  Tuider  k  godet, 
Don  don. 
Trineqne,  Seigneur,  k  Tin  est  bon  : 
Hoc  acuU  ing^mm. 

I  have  observed  that  the  poetry  of  Baaselin  is  almost  wholly  devoted 
to  the  celebration  of  the  physical  effects  of  wine  upon  the  body  and 
animal  spirits  3  and  that  the  gentler  emotions  of  the  tbndbr  passion 
are  rarely  described  in  his  numbers.  In  conseqn^ice  he  has  not  in- 
voked the  Goddess  of  Beauty  to  assodale  with  the  God  oi  Wine :  to 

"  Drop  from  her  myrtk  one  leaf  in  his  bowl ;" 
or,  when  he  does  venture  to  introduce  the  society  of  a  female^  it  is 
done  after  the  following  fashion — ^which  discovers  however  an  extreme 
facility  and  melody  of  rhythm.  The  burden  of  the  song  seems  wonder- 
fully accordant  with  a  Bacchanalian  note. 

VAVDEVIRE  XIX. 

En  ung  jardin  d'ombraige  tout  convert, 
Au  chaud  du  jour,  ay  treuv^  Madalaine, 
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part  des  Firavs  ne  savent  rien  de  la  literature  an- 
gloi8e''-^coiicluded  he  •  •  •  but  I  had  just  witnessed  a 

Qu  pr^  le  pi^  d^mg  skomoiTe  Ten 
Donnoit  an  boit  d'one  daire  fbntaine ; 
Son  lit  estoit  de  thin  et  maijolaiiie. 
Son  tedn  frab  n'estoH  pas  bien  cach^ : 

lyanioiir  tonch^ 
Poor  contempler  sa  beaut^  soavendne 
Incontinent  je  m'en  8U3r8  approdi^* 

Sub,  sob,  qu'on  se  resyeilley 

ViAcy  ion  excellent 

Qui  faict  lever  I'oreHle ; 

n  fidct  mol  qoi  n'en  prent. 

Jb  n'eafl  pouvoir,  si  belle  la  voyant^ 
De  m'abflteiur  de  baizotter  sa  bonche ; 
Si  bien  qu'enfin  la  belle  s'esveiUanty 
Me  regardant  avec  nng  oeil  fiurouche. 
Me  dit  ces  mots  :  Biberon,  ne  me  toocfae, 
Tu  n'est  pas  digne  avecq  moy  d'esproaver 

Le  jen  d'amer : 
Belle  fillette  h  son  uze  ne  couche 
A?ecq  celuy  qid  ne  faict  qu'yvrongner. 

Sos,  BUS,  qn'on  se  resveille, 

Voicy  Tin  excellent 

Qui  fidct  lever  Poreille ; 

II  fidct  mol  qui  n'en  prent 

Jb  Iny  respons :  Ce  n'est  pas  deshonneur 
lyamer  le  vin,  une  choze  si  bonne : 
Vostre  bel  ceil  entretient  en  chalenr^ 
Et  le  vin  en  sant^  ma  personne. 
Poor  voos  amer,  foult-il  que  j'abandonne 
Le  soing  qu'on  doibt  avoir  de  sa  sant^ } 

Fyde  Beauts 
Qui  son  amant  de  desplaisir  guerdonne, 
Au  lieu  de  bien  qu'il  avoit  mdrit^ 

Sus,  SUB,  qu'on  se  resveiHe, 

Voicy  vin  exceUent 

Qui  faict  lever  Poreille  $ 

n  faict  mol  qui  n'en  prent. 
VOL.  I.  D  d 
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splendid  exception  to  this  sweeping  clause  of  Mftsme. 
1  then  sought  the  residence  of  the  Abb4  Du  Mm- 

J'atm  B  bien  miedx  Pombr^  d'aiig  oabtitt 

Et  du  beuchon  de  ta?enie  ikntvae. 

Que  cil  qui  est  en  vug  beau  jardinet. 

La  Belle  alon  me  respond  despiteose : 

Ta  ne  m'es  bon,  chercke  une  aoltre  amoureuae. 

Puisque  par  toy  j'ay  perdu  mes  amours, 

Tousiours,  tousionrs, 
Contre  Pamour  et  la  soif  rigoureuse. 
Que  sois,  bon  vin,  arm^de  too  seoovn. 

Sus,  sus,  qu<m  se  resTeBk, 

Voky  tin  Excellent 

Qui  faict  lerer  Poreille ; 

n  fiEuct  mol  qui  n'en  prent    p.  33. 

There  is  no  space  for  further  extracts  -,  and  possibly  too  much  already 
may  be  supposed  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  poetry  of  Basselin.  But 
this  is  a  volume  in  every  respect  interesting — ^both  to  the  literary  anti- 
quary and  to  the  Book-Collector.  It  remains  therefore  only  to  add- 
according  to  the  very  minute  and  specific  note>  accompanying  the 
copy  of  it  presented  to  me  by  Monsieur  Lanon  de  La  Renaudiere^  one 
of  the  Editors — and  who  now  meditates  a  new  and  improved  as  well 
as  enlarged  edition  of  it — that^  of  this  privately  circulated  impression, 
ONLY  ONE  HUNDBBD  AND  FiFTT  COPIES  wcrc  printed;  of  which numbcT 
ten  were  upon  red  coloured  paper,  of  the  manufacture  of  Vire— ten 
upon  fine  vellum  paper— ten  upon  vellum  paper  in  quarto— ten  upon 
common  paper  in  quarto.  In  his  projected  edition^  M.  La  Renaudjcre 
purposes  to  separate  the  poetry  of  Basselin  from  that  of  Le  Houx^ 
which  have  been  somewhat  mingled  in  the  volnme  before  us :  as  well 
as  to  write  notes  upon  local  customs,  events,  and  places  mentioned  or 
alluded  toby  Basselin,  &c.  It  is  proper  also  to  add,  that  this  gentleman 
is  the  author  of  the  article  Basselin  in  the  BiograpMe  Unwenelle  to 
which  work  indeed  he  is  a  regular  contributor.  The  copy  under  con- 
sideration has  been  recently  bound  by  C.  Lewis^  in  red  morocco  binding, 
vnth  every  appropriate  garniture  in  the  character  of  gilt  ornaments : — a 
compliment  due  to  the  liberality  of  qmit,  and  kindness  of  disposition, 
of  its  enthusiastic  donor. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VIRE.  445 

TUBUX,  the  public  librarian.  That  gentleman  was 
from  home,  on  a  dinner  party.  I  obtained  information 
of  the  place  where  he  might  be  found ;  and  considering 
two  o'clock  to  be  rather  too  early  an  hour  (even  in 
France)  to  disturb  a  gentleman  during  the  exercise 
H>f  so  important  a  function,  I  strolled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  street,  where  he  was  regaling,  for  a 
Ml  hour  and  half:  when,  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  I  ventured  to  knock  at  the  door  of  a  very  res^ 
pectable  mansion,  and  to  enquire  for  the  bibliogra- 
phical Abb6.  ^  He  is  here.  Sir,  and  has  just  done 
dinner.  May  I  give  him  your  name  ?*'  ^^  I  am  a  stran«> 
ger :  an  Englishman ;  who,  on  the  reccmimendation 
of  Monsieur  La  Renaudiere,  wishes  to  see  the  public 
library.  But  I  will  call  agsdn  in  about  an  hour." 
**  JBy  no  means :  by  no  means :  the  Abb6  will  see  you 
-immediately.**  And  forthwith  appeared  a  very  comely, 
tall,  and  respectable-looking  gentleman,  with  his  hair 
en  plein  costume,  both  as  to  form  and  powder.  Indeed 
I  had  rarely  before  witnessed  so  prepossessing  a  figure. 
His  salutation  ^ad  address  were  most  gracious  and 
winning;  and^le  told  me  that  I  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  accompany  fahn  to  the  place  which  I  wished 
to  visit.  Without  even  returning  to  his  friends,  he 
took  his  hat,  gave  me  the  precedence  on  quitting  the 
house — and  in  one  minute,  to  my  surprise,  I  found 
myself  in  the  street  with  the  Ahb6  de  Mortueux,  in 
the  high  way  to  the  Public  Library.  In  our  way 
tfiither  our  discourse  was  constant  and  unrestrained. 
''You  appear  here.  Monsieur  TAbb^,  to  be  partial 
to  literature;  ..but  allow  me  first  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  beautiful  environs  of  your  town.*"  "  For 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


446  VIRE. 

literature  in  general^  we  are  pretty  well  disposed.  In 
regard  to  the  beauties  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  Vire,  we  should  be  unworthy  inhabitants  indeed^  if 
we  were  not  sensible  of  them/'  In  five  minutes  we 
reached  the  Library. 

The  shutters  of  the  room  were  fiEistened,  but  the  ww- 
thy  Abb6  opened  them  in  a  trice ;  when  I  saw,  for  the 
first  time  in  Normandy,  what  appeared  to  be  a  genuine, 
old,  unmutilated,  unpillaged  library.  The  room  could 
be  scarcely  more  than  twenty-two  feet  square.*  I 
went  instantly  to  work,  with  eyes  and  hands,  in  die 
ardent  hope,  and  almost  full  persuasion,  of  finding 
something  in  the  shape  of  a  good  old  Greek  or  Roman 
Classic,  or  French  Chronicle,  or  Romance.  But,  alas, 
I  looked,  and  handled  the  tomes  in  vain  I  The  histoiy 
of  the  library  is  this : — ^The  founder  was  a  Monsieur 
PicHON  ;  who,  on  being  taken  prisoner  by  the  J&ig- 
lish,  at  the  capture  of  Louisburg  in  1758,  resided  a 
long  time  in  England  under  the  name  of  Tyrrbl,  and 
lived  in  circumstances  of  respectability  and  even  of  opu- 
lence. There — whether  on  the  dispersion  of  the  libra- 
ries of  our  Meads,  FouUces',  and  Ra!<Mnsons,  I  know 
not — he  made  his  collection  ;  took  his  books  over  with 
him  to  Jersey,  where  he  died  in  1780 :  and  bequeathed 
them,  about  3000  in  number,  to  his  native  town  of  l^re. 
M.  du  Mortueux,  who  gave  me  these  particulars,  has 
drawn  up  a  little  memorial  about  him.  His  portrait, 
executed  by  an  English  artist,  (whilst  he  lived  among 
us)  adorns  the  library  ;  with  which  I  hope  it  will  go 
down  to  a  remote  and  grateful  posterity.    The  coloor- 

'  It  forms  the  building  to  the  left>  in  the  middle  ground.  In  the 
view  of  the  !Fountain>  &c.  See  page  4S4>  ante. ' 
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ing  of  this  portrmt  is  faded :  but  it  is  evident  that 
Monsieur  Pichon  had  an  expressive  and  sensible  phy- 
siognomy. Mr.  Lewis  could  not  do  every  thing ;  or  I 
would  have  carried  a  transcript  of  it,  by  his  faithful 
pencil,  with  me  to  Paris — to  be  executed  by  a  French 
burin. 

Wonderful  to  relate,  this  collection  of  books  was  un- 
touched durii^  the  Revolution ;  while  the  neighbour- 
ing library  of  the  Cordeliers  was  ransacked  without 
mercy.  But  I  r^ret  to  say  that  the  books  in  the  cup- 
boards are  getting  sadly  damp.  Do  not  expect  any 
thing  very  marvellous  in  the  details  of  this  collection  ; 
The  old-fiB»hioned  library  doors,  of  wood,  are  qmtb  in 
character  with  wliat  they  protect.  Among  the  earlier 
printed  books,  I  saw  a  very  bad  copy  of  Sweynheym 
and  Pannartz^s  edition  of  the  De  Civitate  Dei  of  St. 
Austin,  of  the  date  of  1470 ;  and  a  large  folio  of  Oe- 
ring's  impression  of  the  Sermons  of  Thomas  de  Utino 
printed  in  the  xviith  year  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XI : 
or  about  the  year  1471.  This  latter  was  rather  a  fine 
eopy.  A  little  black-letter  Latin  Bible  by  Froben,  of 
the  date  of  1495,  rather  tempted  me ;  but  I  could  not 
resist  asking,  in  a  manner  half  serious  and  half  jocose, 
whether  a  napoleon  would  not  secure  me  the  posses- 
sion of  a  piquant  little  volume  of  black-letter  tracts, 
printed  by  my  old  fnend  Guido  Mercator?*  The 
Abb£  smiled :  observing — "  mon  ami,  on  fait  voir  les 
Uvres  ici :  on  les  lit  mSme :  mais  on  ne  les  vend  pas.** 
I  fAt  the  force  of  this  pointed  reply :  and  was  re- 
solved never  again  to  ask  an  ecclesiastic  to  part  with 

*  Soam  account  of  this  printer^  together  with  a  fac-simile  of  his 
device^  may  be  seen  in  the  BibUographkal  Decameron,  vol.  ii.  p.  53-6. 
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a  black-tetter  volume,  even  though  it  were  printed  by 
^  my  old  friend  Guido  Mercator."  Seeing  there  wafe 
very  little  more  deserving  of  investigation,  I  enqmred 
of  my  amiable  guide  about  the  ^^  Library  of  thb 
Cordeliers,**  of  which  he  had  just  made  m^ition; 
He  told  me  that  it  consisted  chiefly  of  canon  and  civil 
Jaw,  and  had  been  literally  almost  destroyed :  that  he 
had  contrived  however  to  secure  a  great  number  of 
^^  rubbishing  theological  books/*  (so  he  called  them !) 
which  he  sold  for  three  sous  a  piece — and  with  the  pro- 
duce of  which  he  bought  many  excellent  works  for  the 
library.  I  should  like  to  have  had  the  sifting  of  this 
**  theolo^cal  rubbish !"  Peradventure  an  Olivet  BiUe, 
or  a  TyndaTs  New  Testamenty  (in  former  times,  when 
theCalvinists  got  a  temporary  ascendancy)  might  have 
found  their  way  amidst  the  interminable  rows  of  the 
Latin  vulgate  impression.  Or  rather,  I  wished  to  per- 
suade myself  that  this  supposition  was  not  a  mere 
delusion ;  and  accordingly  rummaged,  high  and  low, 
in  all  directions  .  • .  but  to  no  purpose.  It  remained 
therefore  only  to  thank  the  Abb^  most  heartily  for  has 
patient  endurance  of  my  questions  and  searches,  and 
particularly  to  apolo^se  for  bringing  him  ft^m  his 
surrounding  friends.  He  told  me,  beginning  with  a 
**  soyez  tranquille,"  that  the  matter  was  not  worth 
either  a  thought  or  a  syllable ;  and  ere  we  quitted  the 
library,  he  bade  me  observe  the  written  entries  of  the 
numbers  of  students  who  came  dfidly  thither  to  read. 
TRiere  were  generally  (he  told  me)  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  ^^  hard  at  it  :**  and  I  saw  the  names  of  not 
fewer  than  ninety-two  who  aspired  to  the  honour 
and  privilege  of  having  access  to  the  Bibliotheca 
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PiCHONiANA.  There  is  cerUunly  bo  evidence  of  a  back- 
wardness of  disposition  to  obtain  knowledge  among 
the  students  of  the  department  of  Calvados. 

For  the  third  time^  in  the  same  day,  I  visited  Mon^ 
sieur  Adam;  to  carry  away,  like  a  bibliomaniacal 
Jason,  the  fleece  I  had  secured.  I  saw  there  a  grave, 
stout  gentleman — who  saluted  me  on  my  entrance^ 
and  who  was  introduced  to  me  by  Monsieur  A.  by  the 
name  of  SiouiN.  He  had  been  waiting  (he  said)  full 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  to  see  me,  and  concluded  by 
observing,  that,  although  a  man  in  business,  he  had 
aspired  to  the  honour  of  authorship.  He  had  written, 
in  feet,  two  rather  interesting — ^but  wretchedly,  and 
incorrectly  printed — duodecimo  volumes,  relating  to 
the  BocAGR,*  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Vire ;  and 

*  relating  to  the  Bocage.^—The  first  publication  is  entitled  ''  Estat 
iur  VHiitovre  de  V Industrie  du  Bocage  en  G^rdl,  et  de  la  VUle  de 
Fire  kl  capitate  en  particulier,  Sfc"  Par  M.  Richard  Sbouin.  ji 
VWe,  chez  Adam,  Imprimeur,  an  1810, 12mo.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
I  may  have  been  the  only  importer  of  this  useful  and  crowdedly- 
paged  duodecfano  volume ;  which  presents  us  with  so  varied  and  ani«> 
mated  a  picture  of  the  manners,  customs,  trades,  and  occupations  of 
the  Bocains  and  Virois,  that  I  am  persuaded  the  following  extracts 
will  be  received  rather  with  indulgence  than  censure. 

Manufactobibi  op  Cloth  and  Papsb. 
''La  reunion des  deux  rivieres  de  Fhre  et  de  Fir^e,  ainsi  que  de  plu- 
flieurs  ruisseaux,  ont  encore  feudlit^  en  cette  viUe  F^tablissement  de 
deux  autres  belles  manufactures,  la  dbaperie  et  la  papetbbie.  La 
Virtoe,  dont  les  eaux  claires  et  limpides  roulent  sur  un  sable  dor6» 
semble  avoir  ^t^  plac^  expr^  par  la  nature  pour  Femplacement  des 
nyn^lw  ^  pi^iier,*  car  les  bords  de  la  Vire  6tant  converts  de  moulins  ^ 
fouler,  et  lea  eaux  de  cette  riviere  6tant  continuellement  trouble  par 
la  crasse  des  degrais  des  draps  et  tirtaine  qu'on  y  foule  en  grande 
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'  wtis  himself  tbe  sole  vender  and  distributer  of  his  pub- 
lications.   On  my  expressing  a  wish  to  possess  these 

qiiantit^^  elle  ne  serait  gu^res  propre  poor  la  papeterie;  cependant  fl 
8*7  en  est  ^tabli  quelques-unes  depais  la  grande  inondatioo  de  Vire^  ar- 
rivde  en  1782. 

'^Plusieurs  moulins  foulons  ayant  6ti  entrain^  par  les  eaux^  quelques 
fabricants  de  papier  achet^rent  les  emplacemens  situ^  sous  le  chiteau 
de  Vire,  et  y  b&tirent  plusieiirs  moulins  qu*on  y  voit.  On  en  trouve 
aussi  quclques-uns  sur  la  petite  riviere  de  Maisoncelles^  qui  ae  jette 
dans  la  Vire  audessns  de  cette  ville;  mais  le  plus  grand  nombre  des 
papeteries  de  Vire,  et  les  plus  belles  de  tout  le  Socage,  sont  sur  la 
Vir^e.  Au  commencement  du  quatorzi^me  si^e,  le  papier  fut  in- 
vent6  par  un  citadin  de  Padoue  en  Italic.  Auparavant  on  ne  faisait 
usage  que  de  parchemin.  On  ne  commen^a  k  s'en  servir  en  France 
qu*en  1342.  Toute  la  Vall^  des  Vaux  de  Vire  est  remplie  de 
moulins  k  papier,  de  vastes  magasins,  tant  pour  loger  le  chiflbn,  la 
colic  et  les  autres  mati^res  premieres  que  pour  le  papier  de  toute 
esp^ce  qu*on  y  &brique  en  grande  quantity.  Toutes  ces  usines,  ainsi 
que  les  maisons  des  manu&cturiers  qui  les  accompagnent,  sont  b&ties 
presque  toutes  en  pierre  de  taille  et  bien  construites,  &c.  &c."  p.  156. 

''Quoiqu*on  ne  puisse  fixer  au  juste  T^tablissement  de  lapapeterie  k 
Vire,  il  parait  pourtant  que  c*est  dans  le  courant  du  seizi^me  si^de 
puisque  d^  ]*an  1600,  il  y  avait  d^jk  des  moulins  k  papier  blUis  dans 
les  Vaux  de  Vire^  ainsi  il  y  avait  k  peine  deux  sibcles  que  cette  inven- 
tion ^tait  oonnue  qu*on  en  fabriquait  dejk  k  Vire.  Les  manufactuners 
de  cette  viile  tirent  la  plus  grande  partie  du  chiffon  n^cessaire,  de  la 
ci-devant  Bretagne.  Tout  le  papier  de  cette  &brique  est  export^  en 
diff^rentes  villes  de  Tint^rieur,  k  Rouen,  au  Ukvre  et  sur-tout  h.  Paris, 
oti  il  en  est  vendu  la  miyeure  partie.*'    p.  159. 

In  the  following  paragraph  we  learn  that  '^  St.  Anne  is  the  pre- 
siding patroness  of  paper  makers;  and  that  the  anniversary  of  her 
birth  day  is  celebrated  by  a  suspension  of  all  labour,  and  by  proces- 
sions and  amusements  among  the  workmen.**  But  of  these  two  ma- 
nufoctories,  that  of  cloth  is  the  greater.  The  author  becomes  quite 
animated  and  picturesque  in  a  portion  of  his  description  of  it. 
*f  Quoiqu'il  en  soit,  cette  manu&cture, Stabile  k  Vire,  ne  tarda  pas  ky 
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books,  he  quitted  the  premises,  and  begged  I  would 
wait  his  return  with  a  copy  or  two  of  them.    While  he 

fiure  de  grands  progr^.  Le  cours  tortueux  de  la  riviere  de  Vire,  sa 
rapidity,  lea  rochers  dont  eUe  est  remplie,  fbrmant  aupi^s  de  cette 
TiUe  one  g^rande  quantity  de  cascades  et  de  sauts,  a  rendu  facile  la 
construction  des  moulins  k  foulon,  et  autres  qui  y  sont  en  assez  grand 
nombre.  D*autre  part,  la  terre  qui  sert  k  d^graisser  les  draps  s'y 
trouve  tr^s  k  commodity  dans  la  lande  de  Clermont  -,  les  foulons  de 
Vire  la  vantent  comme  excellente  et  lui  donnent  la  pr^fi^rence  sur 
toutes  celles  qu*on  trouve  ailleurs.  Ces  divers  avantages  naturels 
i^unis,  favoris^rent  beaucoup  T^blissenient  et  les  progi^  de  cette 
grande  manufacture^  une  des  plus  considerables  qui  soit  en  France^  au 
moins  par  le  grand  nombre  d*ouvriers  qu'elle  occupe,  puisque  je  ne 
crois  pas  exag^rer  de  porter  leur  nombre  k  plus  de  cinq  mille  per- 
sonnes^  tant  dans  la  ville  qu*k  la  campagne/'     p.  161 . 

During  the  invasion  of  Italy  by  the  French,  it  was  the  town  of  Vire 
which  supplied  all  the  clothing — especially  the  coarser  part— for  the 
army.  Hear  what  the  author  observes  upon  this. 
'^  Dans  ce  tems-lk  nos  arme^s  faisant  de  grands  progr^  en  Italic,  Vire 
foumit  k  cette  arm^e  une  immense  quantity  de  draps  de  bourre,  de  la 
plus  basse  quality  qu'il  soit  possible  de  faire.  On  les  nonmia  cisal- 
pins,  du  nom  d*une  r^publique  nouvellement  fondle.  Ces  draps  gris, 
bruns,  et  de  toutes  sortes  de  couleurs  m^Uea,  semblaient  ^tre  toiyours 
trop  bons,  puisqu*on  voyait  des  marchands>  api^s  les  avoir  achet^,  les 
foire  remettre  k  la  ramme  pour  les  faire  aUonger  de  plusieurs  aunes : 
aussi  le  plus  cher  de^  cisalpins  allait-il  au  prix  de  cine  francs  Taune; 
car  les  Virois  ont  le  talent  de  faire  du  drap  au  prix  le  plus  modique 
qu'on  puisse  ddsirer.  Quoiqu'il  en  soit,  ce  talent,  si  c*en  est  un,  a  fieut 
entrer  dans  Vire,  des  sommes  immenses  de  numeraire,  et  les  cisalpins 
ont  enrichi  bien  des  drapiers,  qui  auraient  tout  perdu,  s'ils  n*avaient 
labriqud  que  des  draps  fins  et  de  haut  prix.*'  p.  179 
The  concluding  sentence,  and  that  which  inunediately  follows* 


*'  *  Voil&,  je  croifl,  la  vraie  cause  qai  &it  que  la  draperie  de  Vire  est  depois 
long-Umis  daas  le  mtoe  ^tat,  d'oh  eUe  ne  pent  gukes  esp^rer  de  torUr,  paroe 
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was  gone^  M.  Adam  took  the  opportunity  of  tdiingf  me 
that  he  was  a  rich^  respectable  tradesman ;  but  tbat^ 

the  preceding,  were  one  among  the  causes  which  drew  down  upon  the 
author  the  indignation  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  I  proceed  to  pro- 
bably more  interesting  extracts  -,  and  shall  commence  with  that  relating 
to  the 

Drb08  and  Charactck  of  tqb  Women. 
'^  Quant  au  costum b  dbs  fbii m as  d*ai:yourd*hui>  onnme  il  fiaudrait  nn 
▼ohune  entier  pour  k  d^crire,  je  n*ai  pas  k  courage  de  m*engager 
dans  ce  labyrinte  de  ridicules  et  de  frivolit^s.  Ce  que  j*en  dirai  seule- 
ment  en  g^n^ral,  c*est  qu'autant  les  femmes  du  temps  pass^,  etaieut 
d^centes  et  chastes,  et  se  foisaient  gloire  d*^re  graves  et  modestes, 
autant  celles  de  notre  si^de^  mettent  tout  en  oeuTre  pour  paraltre  cj- 
nyques  et  vohiptueuses.  Nous  ne  sonunes  plus  au  temps  oil  les  plus 
grandes  dames  se  faisaient  honneur  de  porter  la  cord£li^re.*  Leurs  ha* 
bOlemens  ^taient  aussi  laiges  et  ferm^^  que  cdui  des  fenunes  de  nos 
jours  sont  ouverts  et  l%ers  et  d*une  finesse  que  les  formes  du  coips, 
au  moindre  mouvementj  se  dessinent^  de  mani^  k  ne  laisser  rien  ig- 
norer.  A  peine  se  couvrent*elle8  le  sein  d'un  voile  transparent  ti^ 
l^ger  ou  de  je  ne  sals  quelle  palatine  qu'elles  nomment  point-k-jour^ 
qni^  en  couvrant  tout,  ne  cache  rien ;  en  sorte  que  si  elles  n'ctalent 
pas  tons  kurs  charmes  k  d^couvert,  c'est  que  les  hommes  les  moins 
scrupuleux,  qui  se  contentent  de  les  persifler^  en  seraient  revolt^ 
tout-k-feit.  D'aUleurs^  c'est  que  ce  n*est  pas  encore  la  mode;  pln- 
sieurs  poussent  m^me  Timpudence  jusqu*k  yenir  dans  nos  temples 
tans  coifiure,  les  cheveux  h^riss^  comme  des  furies  -,  d'autres^  par 
une  bizarrerie  qu*on  ne  peut  expliquer  se  d^pouillent,  autant  qu*il  est 
en  kur  pouvoirj  des  marques  de  leur  propre  sexe^  semblent  vougir 
d*6tre  femmes,  et  deviennent  ridicules  en  voulant  paraltre  demi- 
bommes. 


que  plusieors  obstacles  presqu'inyindbles  s^y  opposent.  Le  premier  est  dans 
la  quaUt^  des  laines  qu'on  y  employe ;  un  second  vient  du  trop  peu  d^ttention 
de  la  part  des  fabricants.  " 

^  **  Ceinture  alors  regard^  comme  k  ^ymbole  de  la  continence.  La  reine  de 
France  en  d^rait  les  femmes  titr^  dont  lacvrndnite  ^tut  irrdprochaUe." 
UwL  d9  k  Wmi.  ie  Brt$ttgne  i  h  France  p^  fmbU  IrmiL 
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having  said  some  severe  tMngs  of  the  manufaoturos 
of'Vire  in  bis^r^  publication^  relating  to  the  civil 

*^  Api^  avoir  d^honor6  lliabit  des  femines,  dies  oot  encore  Touhi 
prostituer  celui  dss  boiimbs.  On  les  a  vnes  adopter  succesdvement 
ks  chapeaux»  les  redingotes,  lea  vestes*  les  gilets,  les  bottes  et  jus- 
qa*aiix  boutons.  Enfin  m,  au  lieu  de  jupons,  eUes  avaient  pu  s'ao- 
c(ttDmoder  de  Tusage  de  fai  culotte>  la  metamorphose  ^tait  complette; 
mais  elks  ont  pr^iSr^  les  robes  trainantes  >  c'est  dommage  que  la  na- 
ture ne  leur  ait  donn6  une  troisi^me  main>  qui  leur  serait  n^oeseaire 
pour  tenir  cette  longue  queue,  qui  souvent  patrouille  la  bone  ou  balaye 
la  poussi^re.  PKkt  h  Dieu  que  les  andennes  lois  fussent  encore  en  vi- 
gneur,  oti  ceux  et  celles  qui  portaient  des  habits  indent  ^takntobligfe 
d*aUer  k  Rome  pour  en  obtenir  Tabscdtttion,  qui  ne  pouvait  leur  toe 
aeoordee  que  par  le  souverain  pontife.* 

''  En  efiet,  k  pape  Eugene  ne  permit,  en  1435,  aux  Cordeliers,  d'ab- 
•oudre  ks  femmes  qui  portaient  des  halnts  ind^cens  et  des  robes  k 
queues,  que  dans  le  cas  oti  elles  n*auraient  fait  que  suirre  la  coutume 
dtt  pays  et  non  k  dessein  de  squire;  et  s*il  permit  ^galonent  d*ab6ou- 
dre  les  tailkurs  et  couturi^res  qui  faisaient  de  ces  habilkmens,  ce  ne 
fut  qu'it  condition  qu'ils  n*imagineraient  plus  de  nouvelks  modes.  O 
antiques  et  sages  ordonnances,  que  vous  seriez  utiles  de  nos  jours ! 

«'  Mais  api^  m'^tre  ennuy^  k  d6couyrir  la  turpitude  de  qudques  folks 
^  qui  la  fnreur  des  modes  toume  la  t^,  ou  dont  k  toilette  fait  toute 
I'oecupstion,  il  est  doux  de  se  reposer  sur  un  siyet  plus  agr^ble,  en 
essayant  de  tracer  le  tableau  des  yertus  et  des  takns  du  phis  grand 
nombre  des  femmes  du  Socage,  ob  Ton  pent  dire  que  les  bonnes 
mcMirs  et  Thonnfetet^  sont  enccMe  en  honneur,  malgv6  k  d^bordement 
des  Tices  qui  ont  inond^  k  France  pendant  Tabsence  de  k  Religion. 
Mais  conmie  ks  Bocains  y  sont  tr^attachte  et  que  la  plupart  lui  sont 
rcst^s  fiddles,  m^me  durant  son  exil,  on  doit  esp^rer  que  Tair  hagard  et 
ks  reparties  fibres  de  qudques  femmes  (assaisonn^  d*un  b.  ou  d'une 
£.)  disparaitront  enti^ment.  On  Toit  d^k  avec  plaisir  que  k  saine 
morak  reprend  son  empire  de  jour  en  jour,  sur-tout  parmi  les  femmes. 


•  Fbyex  fhab.  des  icol-  s^ctdien  par  fabbi  B&iieau.  Reer^tknu  hbionquM 
p&r  M.  Drftu^Dur^difr,  idme  U, 
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history  of  the  Bocains^  his  townsmen  sharply  resented 
what  they  considered  as  reflections  thrown  out  against 

qui  ne  devraient  jamais  oublier  que  la  sagesse  el  la  modestie  scmt  kt 
deux  plus  beaux  oraemens  de  leur  sexe. 

''Les  femmes  du  Bocage,  et  sur-tout  les  Vin^ses, joignent  k  ud  < 
▼if etei\jou6le8 quality du corps les plus estimables.  Blondesetl 
pour  le  plus  grand  nombre,  elles  sont  de  la  moyenne  taille^  mais  bioi 
fornixes :  elles  out  k  teint  frais  et  fleuri,  roeil  vif,  le  visage  Termeil,  k 
d-marche  leste^  un  air  ktol^  el  ti^  Mligantes  dans  tout  Umr  mmint^ 
Si  on  dit  ayec  raison  que  les  Bayeusines  sont  bdks^  les  fiUes  du  Bo- 
cage,  qui  sont  leurs  voisines,  ne  leur  cedent  en  auciine  mani^re,  car  ca 
gto^ral  k  sang  est  tf^beau  en  ce  pays.  Quant  aux  talens  spiritudSj 
elles  ks  possMent  k  un  dkgi^  Eminent.  EUes  parlent  ayec  aisance^ont 
le  repartie  prompte,  et  outre  les  soins  du  manage,  oh  eUes  exceOeat 
de  telk  sorte  qu'il  n*y  a  point  de  contrtes  oh  il  y  alt  plus  de  finge^ 
dks  entendent  k  merveOle,  et  font  avec  8uob^>  tout  le  dtoil  du  con* 
meroe.'*  p«  ttS* 

These  passages  also,  notwithstanding  the  sort  of  amende  honor- 
able made  in  the  concluding  paragraph,  raised  a  storm  of  indignatioB 
and  bitterness  against  the  unsuspecting  author.  From  a  eonaideratiaii 
that  copies  of  this  work  may  be  of  extreme  rarity,  as  well  as  firom  a 
conviction  that  it  contains  within  itself  some  very  interesting  infonna* 
tion,  I  shall  submit  two— and  only  two  more  passages :  the  one,  rda» 
ting  to  the  introduction  of  the  artof  PAiNrme  i  the  other,  to  that  of 
the  art  of  printing,  in  the  Bocage.    They  are  as  follow: 

*^  Le  grand  nombre  d'andens  tableaux  qu*on  voyait  dans  les  ^glisestl 
ks  monastires  du  Bocage,  peuvent  foire  croire  que  cet  ^tat  y  ^ait  en 
estime;  sans  doute  que  la  plupart  de  ces  tableaux  n*avaient  pas  M 
ex^cutfes  que  par  des  Strangers,  puisque  ce  fnt  un  peintre  de  Rone 
qui  vint  pdndre  k  vodte  de  I'^lise  de  Vire  en  1534,  cela  prouve  quH 
n*y  avail  point  de  peintre  en  ce  pays,  puisqu*on  fut  oblige  d*en  fiure 
venir  un  de  si  loin  et  k  si  grands  frais.  Entre  tons  les  andens  tableaux 
qui  se  voyaient  dans  Valise  Notre*Dame  de  Vire,  on  remarquait  Tado- 
ration  des  bergers  qui  6tait  autrefois  au  maitre-autel;  il  est  actneDe- 
ment  plac6  dans  k  chapelle  N  uve,  au  cdt^  de  T^pltre.  Quinqu'fl  soil 
vieux^  il  porte  encore  des  marques  de  son  andenne  beaut6«     Le  oo- 
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them ;  and  M.  S^gfiiiii  was  UM  that  perhaps  his  per^ 
flonal  safety  was  endangered ! ...  He  wanted  not  a 

lorifl  en  ^tait  6^taiit,  11  fonnait  un  bei  ensemble,  on  y  remarquah 
rar^tout  un  bel  ange  qui  paralt  dans  radmiralion,  ainsi  qu'un  better 
tenant  sa  houlette,  ayant  un  agnean  concha  k  ctnti  de  lui.**  p.  945. 

Quant  k  L*iitPRiMaRic,  on  sait  que  cet  art  n*e8t  pas  anden,  puisqu*il 
n*a  £t^  invente  qu*au  quinzi^me  d^ck.  Pendant  tout  le  si^le  suiyant, 
0  n*y  ent  gu^res  que  les  grandes  Tilles  qui  en  eussent.  Ainsi  il  n'est 
pas  etonnant  qu'il  n*y  en  eiit  pas  au  Socage. 

''Le  premier  Imprimeur  dont  on  ait  connaissance,  pour  la  Tille  de 
Vire,  Alt  ut  nomme  Jean  Decetne,  vers  le  commencement  du  17e. 
sftlce.  Quelquea  exemplaires  de  son  impression  font  voir  que,  non* 
seukment  il  ^tait  habile  dans  Tart  typographique,  mais  qu*il  ^tait  sa- 
vant et  poss^dait  les  langues  anciennes :  car  dans  quelques  livres  sortis 
de  ses  presses,  on  trouve,  outre  le  Latin,  du  Grec,  et  m^me  de  Tiil- 
hreu,  II  y  a  entr*autresun  livre  de  controverses  contre  les  Calvinistes, 
que  Deeegne  imprima  en  1670.  Les  exemplaires  en  sont  ti^ 
rues. 

*'  Depuis  sa  mort,  jusqu*en  1790, Vire  n*ent  aucune  Imprimerie,  mais 
il  cette  6poque,  la  revolution  etant  arriv^e,  M.  Malo,  fr^re-qu^teur  cor* 
delier,  du  couvent  de  cetle  ville,  se  fit  Imprimeur.  Mais  M.  Malo  osa 
aspirer  k  une  plus  haute  fortune.  On  a  vu  bien  des  fois,  sous  la  haire 
et  le  iroc,  le  mhnt  courage,  que  sous  le  casque  et  la  cuirasse.  M. 
Malo,  sentant  p^tiller  le  feu  martial  au  fond  de  ses  entrailles,  se  fit  sol« 
dat,  et  la  fortune  le  servit  si  bien  qu*il  devint  gfcntod.  Ce  grade  valait 
infiniment  mieux  que  de  foire  g^mir  la  presse;  aussi  il  la  vendit,  et  le 
sieur  Lebel  lui  succ^da. 

"  Un  an  api^,  le  sieur  jidam  en  6tablit  une  nouvelle  k  Vire.  Ainsi 
cette  ville  possfede  actuellement  deux  Imprimeries.  En  1808,  le  pre- 
mier Janvier,  le  sieur  Jdam  entreprit  de  publier  un  nouveau  journal, 
qu'U  continue  sous  le  nom  de  Journal  de  rarromUssement  de  Vire,**  p. 
853. 

It  seems  not  a  little  bevere  and  discouraging,  that  a  man,  who,  im- 
mersed in  business,  and  writing  both  to  amuse  himself  and  to  exalt  the 
talents  of  his  townsmen-^as  M.  S4guin  has  done— >  (in  the  little  volume 
before  us,  of  upwards  of  400  pages)  should  have  met  with  a  fate  so 
wholly  unmerited  and  unexpected.     But  doubtless  there  must  be  a 
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fieooad  hint — but  fled  from  hoine  with  precSpltancy : 
and  in  his  absence  the  poptilaoe  suspended  his  effigy, 

secret  history^  or  key^  attacked  to  the  transaction^  which  I  frankly  owb 
I  have  neither  the  curiosity  nor  the  means  to  ascertain.  We  now 
come  to  the  second  of  M.  S^uin*s  publications— entitled  HiMtoire  JtfUi- 
iairedes  Bocains;  k  Vire,  &c.  1816  12mo.  pp.  429.  This  it  in  erery 
respect  more  generally  interesting  (beyond  the  limits  of  Vire)  than  its 
precursor.  The  author  begins  thus : 

'*  Lorsque  je  donnai  monHistoire  de  llndustrie  du  Bocage  an  Pii1>1bc« 
je  me  Tis  en  butte  aux  calomnies  les  plus  odieuses  et  les  plus  oontra- 
dictoires.  Ma  vie  fut  expos^  aux  plus  graves  dangers.  Je  fas  jug^ 
sans  examen,  condamn(i  avec  fureur^  et  livrfe  aux  ex^cuteurs  des  haute^ 
oeuvres>  avant  m^me  d*avoir  pu  ouvrir  la  bouche  pour  me  d6fendre. 
Mais  Tavidit^  mercantile  qu*on  supposait  bless^e,  n*en  fetait  que  le  pr6- 
texte ',  la  jalousie  en  6tait  le  v6ritable  siyet^  et  I'esprit  r^volutionnaire 
pennettait  alors  de  tout  oser  contre  moi.* 

'^  II  est  vnu  que  ce  n*est  pas  d*aujourd*hui  que  les  hommes  qui  ont  k 
plus  travaill^  k  illustrer  leur  Patrie>  ont  ttk  honnis  et  p^rsecut^ 
N*est-ce  pas  dans  ce  pays  qu*ont  v6cu  des  Olivier  Baueiin  et  des  Ma^- 
aire,  dont  Tun  fiit  priv6  de  ses  droits  les  phis  l^itimes,  et  Tautre  Mxai 
k  mourir  de  mis^re?  Si  de  si  grands  honmies  ont  kU  m^connusoa 
m^pris^s  Je  sais  que  je  ne  suis  pas  trop  en  droit  de  me  plaindre,  car  je  n*ai 
ni  leur  talent,  ni  leur  reputation,  aussi  n*est-ce  point  pour  accuser  per* 
Sonne  que  je  rapporte  ces  faits,  mais  seulement  pour  obienir  la  grice 
d*etre  lu  avant  d'etre  jug^^  afin  du  moins  de  n'^tre  condamnfe  que  dam 
les  formes.  J*aurais  pu  citer  en  ma  faveur  le  t6nv>]gnage  honorable 
que  m*ont  rendu  plusieurs  Acad^midens  et  autres  Savans  iUustieSv 
tant  de  la  Capitale  que  des  D^partemens.  Mais  quelques  soient  les 
dameurs  de  mes  ennemis,  je  me  oontenterai  de  leur  r6pondre  avec  vd 
des  plus  grands  hommes  du  16^.  si^ck^f  Ftuies  muux,  ou  latuemfiore 
ceux  d  qui  Dieu  en  a  donni  le  talenLX** 


♦  Voyez  le  Journal  de  I'Arrondissement  de  \^,  Ao{k  ISld 
f  Le  Card.  Xim^n^  aux  ddtracteurs  d'Erasme.    Pupin  des  Andquit^ 
T.  1.  p.  77.,  Fleuri  ffist.  Eccl.    T.  26,  p.  339. 

f Chacon  k  ce  m^er 

,  Pteot  perdre  impun^ent  de  Pencre  et  du  papier.      Bailew. 
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and  bnrnt  it  before  the  door  of  his  house.  Hiis^  how- 
ever^ did  not  cool  the  ardour  of  authorship  in  M.  S^ 
guin.    He  set  about  publishing  his  military  history  of 

This  publication  is  really  filled  with  a  great  variety  of  curious  histo- 
rical  detail — throughout  which  is  interspersed  much  that  relates  to 
*^  romaunt  lore**'  and  romantic  adventures.  The  civil  wars  betweoi 
MoNTOoMEftT  and  Matignon  form  alone  a  very  important  and  inter* 
esting  portion  of  the  volume ;  and  it  is  evid^it  that  the  author  has  ex* 
erted  himself  with  equal  energy  and  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  both  par. 
ties— except  that  occasionally  he  betrays  his  antipathies  against  the 
Hugonots.*  I  have  quoted  the  commencing  passage  of  this  work :  let 
me  dso  quote  the  concluding  one.  There  may  be  at  least  half  a 
score  rtaiecs  who  may  think  it  something  more  than  merdy  histo- 
ncally  curious : 

'^  Je  finirai  done  ici  mon  Histoire.  Je  n*ai  point  parl6  d*un  grand 
nombre  des  fiedts  d*armes  etd'actions  glorieuses^  qui  se  sont  pass^  dans 
la  guerre  de  Tind^pendance  des  Etats-Unis  d'Am^rique  oti  beaucoup 
de  Bocains  ont  eu  part ;  mais  mon  principal  dessein  a  k\i  de  traiter  des 
goerres  qui  ont  eu  lieu  dans  le  Bocage  \  ainsi  je  crois  avoir  atteint  mon 
bat,  qui  ^tait  d*ecrire  VHistoire  Militaire  des  Bocains  par  des  fiidts  et 
aon  pas  des  phrases ;  je  ne  peux  cependant  omettre  une  drconatance 
glorieuse  pour  le  Bocage;  c*est  la  visite  que  le  bon  et  infortune  Louis 
XVI.  fit  aux  Bocains  en  1786.  Ce  grand  Monarque  dont  les  vues 
^talent  aussi  sages  que  profondes,  avait  resolu  de  faire  construire  le 
beau  Port  de  Cherbourg,  ouvrage  vraiment  Royal,  qui  est  une  des 
plus  nobles  entreprises  qui  aient  €\&  fiedtes  depuis  I'origine  de  la  Mo- 
narchie.  Les  Bocains  sentirent  Tavantage  d*ua  si  grand  bienfiut.  Le 
Roivenant  visiter  les  travaux,  fut  accueilli  avec  un  enthousiasme  presqu** 
impossible  4  dterire,  ainsi  que  les  Princes  qui  Taccompagnaient  Sa 
marche  ressemblait  'k  un  triomphe.  Les  peuples  acoouraient  en  foule 
du  fond  des  campagnes,  et  bordaient  la  route,  faisant  retentir  les  airs 
de  chants  d'al^resse  et  des  cris  millions  de  fois  tkigk^  de  Vive  le  Roi ! 


*  "  Les  soldats  Hogaenots  commirent  dans  cette  occasion,  toutes  sortes  de 
cnuuit^,  d'infiunies  et  de  sacrileges,  jusqa'k  m^er  les  Saintes  Hosties  a?ec 
rsvoine  qn'ils  donnaient  \  leurs  chevaux :  mais  Dieu  permit  qu'ils  n'en  vou- 
lurent  pas  manger."  p.  369. 
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the  Bocains ;  and  in  the  introductory  part  takes  occa- 
sion to  retort  upon  the  violence  of  his  persecutors.  To 
return  to  M.  S^guin.  In  about  ten  minutes  he  appear- 
ed, with  two  copies  in  his  hand — which  I  purchased, 
I  thought  dearly,  at  five  francs  each  volume ;  or  a 
napoleon  for  the  four  books.  After  the  adventures 
of  this  day,  I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  I  relished  a 
substantial  dinner  at  a  late  hour,  and  that  both  Mr.  L. 
and  myself  were  well  satisfied  with  Vire. 

Yesterday  M.  La  Renaudiere  made  good  his  engage- 
ment, and  dined  with  us  at  five,  in  the  salle  k  manger. 
This  is  a  large  inn ;  and  if  good  £^re  depended  upon  the 
number  and  even  elegance  of  female  cooks,  the  tra- 
veller ought  to  expect  the  very  best  at  the  Cheval 
Blanc.  The  afternoon  was  so  inviting — and  my  guest 
having  volunteered  his  services  to  conduct  me  to  the 
most  beautifal  points  of  view  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood — ^that  we  each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other 
in  dispatching  what  was  placed  before  us . . .  and 
within  thirty-five  minutes,  from  the  moment  of  sitting 
down,  we  were  in  the  outskirts  of  Vire.  Never  shall  I 
forget  that  afternoon's  ramble.    The  sun  seemed  to 

Musique^  ProcessionSj  Arcs  de  triompbe^  Chemins  jonch^  de  fleun  i 
tout  fiit  prodigu^.  Les  vDles  de  Caen^  de  Bayeux,  de  Saint-Lo,  de 
Carentan^  de  Valognes^  se  surpass^rent  dans  cette  occasion,  poor 
prouver  ^S.  M.  leur  amour  et  leur  reconnaissance;  mais  rien  ne fut  phis 
brfllant  que  Tentrle  de  ce  grand  Roi  It  Cherboui^.  Un  peuple  immense, 
le  clerg6,  toute  la  noblesse  du  pays,  le  son  des  clocbes,  le  bruit  da 
canon,  les  acclamations  universelles  prouv6rent  au  Monarque  mieux 
encore  que  la  pompe  toute  Royale  et  les  f&tes  magnifiques  que  la  TiUe 
ne  cessa  de  lui  donner  tous  les  jours,  que  les  cceurs  de  tous  les  Bocains 
6taientklui.**p.488. 
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become  more  of  a  golden  hue,  and  tbe  atmosphere  to 
increase  in  clearness  and  serenity*  A  thousand  little 
songsters  were  warbling  in  the  full-leaved  branches  of 
the  trees;  while  the  mingled  notes  of  the  blanchis^ 
senses  and  the  milk-maids,  near  the  banks  of  the 
rippling  stream  below,  reached  us  in  a  sort  of  wild  and 
joyous  harmony — as  we  gazed  down  from  theoverhang- 
ing  heights.  The  meadows  were  spotted  with  sheep,  and 
the  orchards  teemed  with  the  coming  fruit.  You  may 
form  some  notion  of  the  value  of  this  rich  and  pictu- 
resque scenery,  when  I  tell  you  that  M.  La  Renau- 
diere  possesses  land,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Vire, 
which  lets  at  ^6. 6^.  per  English  acre!  My  guide  was  all 
gfiuety  of  heart,  and  activity  of  step.  We  followed  him 
through  winding  paths  and  devious  tracks,  amidst 
coppice-wood  and  fern  —  not  however  till  we  had 
viewed,  from  one  particular  spot  upon  the  heights,  a 
most  commanding  and  interesting  panorama  of  the 
town  of  Vire.  We  left  Mr.  Lewis,  busied  in  tracing 
this  panorama  with  his  pencil,  to  continue  our  route^ 
and  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S  *  *  *  F^ljsh 
people — and  friends  of  M.  La  Renaudiere  •  • .  living 
about  a  league  ftirther  on. 

In  our  way  thither,  we  discoursed  of  English  poetry ; 
and  I  found  that  Thomson  was  as  great  a  favourite 
with  my  guide  as  with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen. 
Indeed  he  frankly  told  me  that  he  had  translated  him 
into  French  verse,  and  intended  to  publish  his  transla- 
tion. I  urged  him  to  quote  specimens ;  which  he  did  with 
a  readiness  and  force,  and  felicity  of  version,  that  quite 
enchanted  me.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  origi- 
nal ;  and  in  the  description  of  a  <^taract>  or  mountain 
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torrent^  firom  die  Summer^  be  appeared  to  me  almoBt 
to  surpass  it.  Monsieur  R.  then  proceeded  to  quote 
Young  and  Pope,  and  delivered  his  ojunion  of  our  two 
great  Whig  and  Tory  Reviews.  He  said  he  preferred 
the  politics  and  vivacity  of  the  Edhdmrghy  but  thought 
the  Quarterly  more  instructive  and  more  carefully 
written.  ^'  Enfin  (he  concluded)  j*aime  infiniment 
Votre  gouvemement,  et  vos  ^rivains;  m£us  j'aime 
moins  le  peuple  Anglois.**  I  replied  that  he  had  at 
least  very  recently  shewn  an  exception  to  this  opinioii, 
in  his  treatment  of  one  among  this  very  people.  *^  (Test 
une  autre  chose** — ^replied  he  briskly,  and  laughingly — 
^^  vous  allez  voir  deux  de  vos  compatriotes,  qui  sont 
mes  amis  intimes,  et  vous  en  serez  bien  content  !'*  So 
saying,  we  continued  oiin  route  through  a  delightful 
avenue  of  beech-trees,  upon  the  most  elevated  part 
within  the  vicinity  of  the  town ;  and  my  companion 
bade  me  view  from  thence  the  surrounding  country. 
It  was  rich  and  beautifrd  in  the  extreme ;  and  with 
perfect  truth,  I  must  say,  resembled  much  more 
strongly  the  generality  of  our  own  scenery  than  what  I 
had  hitherto  witnessed  in  Normandy.  But  the  sun  was 
b^;inning  to  cast  his  shadows  broader  and  broader, 
and  where  was  the  residence  of  Monsieur  and  Madame 
S  ♦  ♦  *? 

It  was  almost  close  at  hand.  We  reached  it  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour — ^but  the  inmates  were  unlnckify 
from  home.  The  house  is  low  and  long,  but  respect- 
able in  appearance  both  within  and  without.  The  ap- 
proach to  it  is  through  a  pretty  copse,  terminated  by  a 
garden ;  and  the  surrounding  grounds  are  rather  taste- 
fully laid  out.    A  portion  of  it  indeed  had  been  trained 
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isto  sometbiiig  in  the  6hape  of  a  labyrinth;  inthecentit 
of  which  was  a  rocky  seat^  embedded  as  it  were  in  moss 
— and  from  which  some  fine   glimpses  were  caught 
of  the  snrronnding  country.    The  fragrance  from  the 
orchard  trees,  which  had  not  yet  quite  shed  their  blos^ 
soms,  was  perfectly  delicious;  while  the  stilness  of 
evening  added  to  the  peciiljiar  harmony  of  the  whole. 
We  had  scarcely  sauntered  ten  minutes  before  Madame 
arriyed.   She  had  been  twelve  years  in  France^  and 
spoke  her  own  language  so  imperfectly^  or  rather  so 
unintelligibly,  that  I  begged  of  her  to  resume  the 
French.    Her  reception  of  us  was  most  hospitable: 
but  we  declined  cakes  and  wine,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour.    She  told  us  that  her  husband 
was  in  possession  of  frt)m  fourscore  to  a  hundred 
acres  of  the  most  productive  land,  and  regretted  that 
he  was  from  home,  on  a  visit  to  a  neighbouring  gen- 
tleman ;  assuring  us,  if  we  could  stay,  that  he  would 
be  heartily  glad  to  see  us — ^^  especially  any  of  his 
countrymen,  when  introduced  by  Monsieur  La  Re- 
naudiere.*'     It  was  difficult  to  say  who  smiled  and 
bowed  with  the  greater  complacency,  at  this  double- 
shotted  compliment.    I  now  pressed  our  retreat  home- 
wards.   We  bade  this  agreeable  lady  farewell,  and  re- 
turned down  the  heights,  and  through  the  devious 
paths  by  which  we  had  ascended, 

l^liile  talk  of  various  kind  deceived  the  road. 

A  more  active  and  profitable  day  has  not  yet  been  de* 
voted  to  Norman  objects,  whether  of  art  or  of  nature. 
To  morrow  I  break&st  with  my  friend  and  guide, 
and  immediately  afterwards  push  on  for  Falaisb. 
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A  cabriolet  is  hired^  bnt  doubts  are. entertained  teU 
specting  the  practicability  of  the  route.  My  next 
epistle  will  be  therefore  from  l^alaise — where  the  re- 
no  wned  William  the  Conqueror  was  born  whose  «body 
we  left  entombed  at  Caen.  T%e  day  is  clearing  up  ; 
and  I  yet  hope  for  a  stroll  upon  the  scite  of  the  casde. 
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Nmuance  de  Gmillamme  le  dmguerani,  ii.  54  ^  fii  arbartmi 
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Qreeea,  AUhu,  1618,  folio  *-  FVaiKds  Isfs  copy,  upon 
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bnry  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Flociao,  -  -    Oi.   390 

•  '    ,  Pfpimit  \BQ4t  folio-— iiFOK  vsllum,  in 
the  Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -    -*    Iff 
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ofSte.GeneTi^,  atPkra,  -  -  -     iL    346 
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MSS.  of  the  same  work,  in  the  same  library,  -       -    —    214 

Boccace  Rminei  des  Noblet  Homme»,  ^.  1476,  CoUrd  Mam- 
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•    perial  Library  at  Vienna,                         -                         -    —    525 
Brandt  Navis  Siuii.  Germ,,  1499, 4to.,  in  the  Imperial  Library 

at  Vienna,  -  -  -    —    52S 
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,h  Outage  dee  grandee  fillet  pour  kre  mariiee        -    —    ibid, 

Caterina,  da  Sienna,  1477t  4to.,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -    iii.    517 

,  de  Senis,  1500,  folio,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pbris,  ii.  315 
Catholicon,  1460,  folio,  upon  vbllum,  in  the  Royal  Library 

atParis,  -  -  .  —  264 
,  in  the  Public  Library 

at  Munich,  -  -  -  -  iii.  290 
,   G.  Zeiner,  1469,  folio,   upon  ybllum,    in  the 


Public  Library  at  Munich,  -  .    _    291 

-,   in  the    Monastic  Library   of 


Chremsminster,  -  -  -    -^    374 

,  UPON  ybllum,  in  the  Monastic 

Library  of  Oottwic,  -  -  -    —    428 

-,  UPON  YBLLUM,  in  the  Imperial 


Library  at  Vienna,  -  .    _    507 
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OrMS^M^  1489,  folio,  in  the  INdblklAnry  at  R^         -     L    178 

,  wiAoat  dirte,  &c,  in  the  Pabiie  libnry  «t 

StTMboorg,  -  -    ffi.     €3 
,  wkkwt  dtoe,  folio,  in  the  Imperial  Libnry 


atViennA,  -  -  -  —  W7 
(ki&mi  Etkica,  1477,  folio,  in  die  Royal  libnry  at  Stnttgwt,  —  164 
,  a.  Zeiner)  no  date,  in  the  Public  Library  at 

Straaboorg;*  -  -  -    —     63 

€§i¥lhu,  TUMu,  Pntpenku,  1472,  m  the  Royal  libivy  at 

Pteis,  -     iL    282 

— 1  in  the  Manrine  Library,    —    367 

. ; ,  in  the  Poblic  lilHwy  at 

Straaboorg,  -  -  -    HL     67 

-,  1473,  foBo,  in   the  Li^erial 


Lftrary  at  Vienna,  .    _    494 

Ck««MH  dooA«/irtiil«(f^,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Rffia,         -    iL  27&S.322 

',  in  die  Imperial  library  at  ^^enna,    iiL    632 

C^ei^na  Cmimedia  de,  Awen,  ISmo.,  in  the  library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Paria,  -  -  -     iL    332 

Chtmcei^9  Book  of  Fmite,    Cturton,  folio,  in  the  Imperial 

Lftrary  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    OL    632 

Cbs88,  Qamb  or,  metrical  German  version  0/,  MS.,  tee.  x? ., 

in  die  Royal  library  at  Stuttgart,  -  .    _    154 

Chevalier  Delibre,  1488,   4to.,  in  the  Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -    —    696 

Chbyalibb  au  Lion,  MS.,  1470,  in  the  Royal  library  at 

Stnttgar^  -  -  -    —    166 

Ckivaky;  see  Tournaments. 
CMtien  4e  Meckel,  Oat  dea  Tableaux  de  la  Oalerie  imp.  et 

roy.  de  Vienne,  1781,  8vo.,  -  -    -^    673 

Chboniqub  db  Louis  XL,   MS.,  xvith  centory,  in  the 

Imperial  library  at  Vienna,  -  -    iiL    48D 

Ckromcon  Pontifieum,  1474,  4to.,  in  the  Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  .    —    fio? 

■  Foresii,  Lot.  1474,  folio,  printsd  bp  Coin,  in  the 

PabHcIibrary  at  Strasbourg,  -  .    _     59 
Hungarim,  1486,  4to.,  in  the  Public  libnry  at 


Aogsbourg,  -    —    222 
Ckromcon  PMmbergtnse,  1423,  foUo,  quoted,  or 


refamd  to,  iiL    219,  237,  366,  636,  Supplemmd, 
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CkrwucoH  Gottwice$m,  1792,  Maxs  2  toIs.,  ,wmt  looouit 

of  this  rare  and  nduable^voric,  .    -  -    iii.    436-7 

'• ,  referred  to,  -    —    36^ 

Chrfftohnu  ErfOemata,  Gr,  edit.  prin.  4to.,  in  the  Imperial 

Library  at  ATieima,  -  .    — .    509 

ChffSMtomi  C&mmefU.i  Gr,  1529,  folio,  copy  d  Diane  de 

Poictiers,  in  the  PiiMic  Library  at  Caen,  -  -      i.    33d 

CicetQ  de  Ofiiciis,  1465,  4to.,  upon  ybllum ,  from  a  private 

collection  in  the  Vosges,  now  in  that  of  the  Rev.  H.  Dmry,    iiL      70* 
■  ■         ,  1465,  4to.,  two  copies  upon  ybllum,  in 

the  Impmal  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    iii.    494 

-,  1466,  4to.,  upon  paper,  in  the  Mazarine 


Library  at  Ptaris,  -  -     ii.    367 

-,  1466,  4to.,  UPON  YBLLUM,  in  the  Royal 


Library  at  Stnttgart,  -  -  -    iiL    14a 

—  ,  1466,  4to.,  UPON  YBLLUM,  in  the 


coUection,  -  -  -    —    Hid.- 

'  ,  04ldut),  8vo.,  UPON  YBLLUM,  in  the  Royal 


library  at  Pkoris,  -  -  -     iL    312 

-,  EpistoUe  md  FamUiareM,  1467,  folio.  Cardinal  Bes- 


sarirai's  oopy,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -    iii.    495 

————*— ,  1469,     S,  mnd  Pmmartx, 


folits  in  the  same  Library,  -  -  -     -^  ihid, 

,-  1469,    S.   and  Pannttrta, 


foMo,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Augsbourg, 

-,    1469,  /.  de  SfMra,  in  the 


Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -    —    140 

— ,  1488,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Rouen,      i.     177 

,  1502,  Akhu,  8vo.,  upon  ybllum,  in 


the  possession  of  M.  Renouard,  bookseller,        -  -     ii.    396 

Cicero^  de  Oratwe,  Mmuut.  Sot$bmc.,  folio,  in  the  Library 
of  Ste.  Genevieve,  at  P^s,  -  -    ii.    346 

,  F.  de  Spira,  folio,  in  the  Public  Library 
at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -    iii.      67 

-,  in  the  Imperial    Li- 


hfwy  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    --    49& 

-,  Opera  Pkiki9phica,  Ulric  Han^  folio,  in  the  PtiUic 


I^rary  at  Munich,  -  -  -    *—    290 

,  in  the  Imperial  Li- 


brary at  Viema, 
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Cicero^   Opera    Pkiloiophica,   typ.    j4uMml,    1472,    in    the 
Library  of  Gottwic  Monastery  -  -    iii.    431 

,  De  Natura  Deorum,  F.  de  Spira,  1471,  fdio,  in  the 

Mazarine  Library,  at  Paris,  -  -     ii.    367 

-,  Rhetorica  Fetus,  Jenson,  1470,  folio,  upon  ybllum* 


in  the  Library  of  Ste.  Genevifeve,  at  Paris,  -  .     —    348 

-,  UPON  VSLLUM, 


in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    iii.    496 

Oratianeg,    S.  and  Pannartz,  1471,    folio,    in    the 


Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    —    496 

-,   Faldarfer,   1471,    folio,   upon    vellum. 


(wanting  one  leaf)  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -     ii.  -  295 

-,  perfect  vellum  copy,  in  the 


possession  of  Mr,  Renouard,  bookseller,  -  -    —    394 

-,  1619,  Aldus,  8vo.,  upon  vellum,  first  volume 


only,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -     ii    312 

-, perfect  copy,  upon  vellum. 


in  the  Library  of  Ste.  Genevi^Te,  -  -     iL    351 

-,    Pedant   Comment.    unA  cum    Tm^f^ezuni. 


de  art.  Cicer.  orat.  (/.  de  Colonm)  1477,  folio,  in  the  Public 

Library  at  Strasbourg,  •  -  -    iiL      67 

,  Opera  Omnia,  1498,  folio,  ,4  Tols.,  in  the  Library  of 

Ste.  Genevifeve,  at  Paris,  -  -     iL    349 

-,    in  the  Imperial 


Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    —    ^^ 

-,  1634,  Giunta,  folio,  singular  copy  in 


the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -     it    317 

Cidy  el  C(walero,  1627.  4to.,  in  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal, 
at  Paris :  bound  with  Seys  Romances  del  Cid  Rup  Diaz  de 
Bevar,  1627,  4to.  -  -  -     iL    330 

Cite  de  Dieu,  MS.,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Ptfis,  -     ii.    2O4-209 

Cit^  des  Dames,  {Ferard)  folio,  upon  vellum,  in  the  Impe- 
rial Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    iii.    626 

Clement.  Pap.  Constit.  1468,  upon  vellum,  in  the  Imperial 
Library  at  Vienna,  -  .    —    608 

Compendium  Morale,  foUo,  upon  vellum,  unique  copy, 
late  in  the  possession  of  the  Baron  Derschau,  at  Nuremberg, 

Supplement,        xixif. 

Confessionale,  ArnolJtfs,  1473,  4to.,  in  the  library  of  Gottwic 
Monastery,  -  '  -    »^-    ^^^ 

CosTENTiN  Du,  MS.,  in  the  Public  Libnuyat  Caen,  -      L    334 
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Caiman,  Mr.,  duiracter  of  his  Angh-Narman  AntiquUieM, 

pre&oe^  p.  yiu.    See  General  Index, 
Coustumier  Grand,  de  Normaddie,  in  the  Pablic  Library  at 

St.  Lo,  in  Normandy,  -  .     .         .      i.    3d6 

CouTANCEs,  MS.,  biogF^)hical  details  connected  with,  in 

the  Fbblic  Library  at  Caen,  -  -      —    336 

Cauiumei  Anciennei^  1672,  12m6.  at  Caen,  -  -      —    336 

Cnuiom  Lemcon,  1481,  Gr.  and  Lat.,  folio,  in  the  Library  of 

Pkx>fessor  Veesenmieyer,  at  Ulm,  -  -    iii.     194 
i ,  Gr,  and  Lot,,  1499,  folio,  in  the  Library 

of  the  Prince  of  Tour  and  Taxis,  at  Ratisbon,  Supplement,  xi 

Cranica  del  Cid.  Seville,  4to.,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -    —    627 

Cronica  del  rep  Dan  Juan,  Seville,  1663,  4to.,  copy  pur- 
chased of  Mr.  Fischeim,  at  Munich,  -  -    —    304 
Cronique  de  FVance,  1493,  Ferard,  upon  vsllum,  in  the 

Royal  Library  at  P&ris,  -  -     ii.    284 

de  Flarimant,   1629,  4to.  —  in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Pttris,  -  -  -     —    336 

de  Cleriadut,   1629,  4to.,  —  in  the  Library  of  the 


Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -     —    337 

D. 

Daigremant  et  Fiman,   1638^  4to.^  in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal,  at  Ptois,  -  -     —    338 

Dance  of  Death,  MS.,  with  wood  cuts,  in  the  Public  Library 

<rf  Munich,  -  -    iii.    278-9 

Dante,  Numeister,  1472,  folio,    in    the  Mazarine  Library 

atPteis,             -               -  -  -  -     ii.    368 

- — ,   in    the  Imperial    Library 

at\^enna,  ....  -    iii.    518 

-,  Petrus  Adam,  1472,  folio,  in  the  Library  of  Ste. 


Gcnevifeve,  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -     ii.    34^ 

-,  Neapali,  Tuppi,  folio,  in  the  Royal  Library 


at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -    iii.     144 

-,  MUan,  1478,  with  the  comments  of  G.  Tu- 


zago,  folio,  ift  the  same  collection,  -  -    —    iM. 

,  1481,  folio,  imperfect  copy,  in  the  Public  Library 

atAugsbourg  -  -  -  -    iii.    231 

-,  perfect  copy,  with  twenty  copper  plates. 


in  the  Public  Library  at  Munich,  -  -  -    —    291 
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Danie,  1481,  folio,  with  zx,  eoppcrplatoi,  in  the  Imperial  Li- 
brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -    iii    618 

Dasypodhu  Conrad^  his  treatise  on  die  dock  in  Strasbourg 
Cathedral,  -  -  -  -  -    —     33 

Datti  Elegantwlm,  cum  gnibutd,  alUs  oputc.  gramwmi,^  4to. 
no  date,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -    —    141 

Decor  PueUarumf  Jemom,  1461,  4to.«  in  die  Imperial  Li* 
brary  at  Vienna,  *  -  -  .    ^    518 

Drfetmo  Immac.  Concept,  B.  K  M,  1470,  hlock  book,  in  the 
Public  Library  at  Munich,  -  >  -    —    886 

De  FUe  Concuhimrum  im  SaecrSot,  4to.,  late  in  the  potsession 
of  M.  Koch,  of  Manheim,  St^plemeni,  ItL 

Delphm  Clauicif  fine  set  of,  in  the  library  of  Chremsminster 
Monastery,  -  -  -  .    .i-.    376 

Demosthenei,  Gr,,  1604,  folio,  in  the  Public  library  at  Rouen,      L    179 

Der  Feu  Ritter,   1614,  folio,  unique  copy,  in  the  PubBe 
Library  at  Laadshut,  -  -  -  -    liL    337 

Dictionarmm  Pimperum,  Coiom,  1604,  8to.,  copy  pmrhaitni 
of  M.  Flscheim,  at  Munich,  -  -  •    —    304 

Dkm  Casshu,  1648,  Gr.  folio,  edit,  prin.,  Diane  de  PoietierB 
copy,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pkiris,  -  -     iL    316-7 

Dio  ChryiOitom.  de  Regno,  Faldarfer,  4to.,  upon  vbllum, 
in  the  Emperor's  private  collection  at  A^enna,  -    IS.    693 

Dionytmi  Halicamassentis,  Gr.,  1646,  folio,  Diane  de  Pole- 
tiers'  copy,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Pbris,  -  -     ii.    317 

DiOsOORiDBS,  Grace,  MS.,  vith  century,  in  the  Imperial 
Library  at  Vienna,  ...  -  .    ifi.    47W 

DlTBRTI88MSKT8  TOUCHANT  LA  OUBRRB,  MS.,  in  tilC  Public 

Library  at  Caen,  •  -  -  -      i.    334 

Dooim  de  Mayence,  Parti,  Bof^fbm,  4to.  in  the  library  of  the 

Arsenal,  -  -  -  -  .  -     iL    339 

Zhnatut :  several  early  editions  of,  in  the  Public  library  at 

Munich,  -  -  -  -  -    ill    294 

— ,  4to.  —  (fianUer)  in  the  Library  of  the  Prince  of 

Tour  and  Taxis,  at  Ratisbon,  -  Supplement,  x 

Dum  Scotui,  I.  de  Rheno,  1473,  folio  —  in  the  library  of 

Gottwic  Monastery,  -  -  -  -     iii.    431 

Durandi  Rationale,  1469,  folio,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Puis,     ii.    266 

,  in  the  Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -  -    iii*    608 
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Dwrandi  Rationale,  1469,  folio,  in  the  Pablic  Library  at  Nu- 
remberg, ...  -        Supplement,     —    jocv 

,  1474,  /.  Zeiner,  folio,  in  the  Library  of 

Chremsminster  Monastery,  -  -  -  -    iiL    375 

,   mthout  Date,  LitL  R,  in  the  Public  Li- 


brary  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  *  -     —      63 

Speculum  Judiciale,  Nuuner^  1473,   foHa— In  the 


Pablic  Library  at  Strasbourg, 

E. 

EcHBCS  Amoreux,  MS.  foUo— with  copper-plate  fius-aimile— 
in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,        -  -  -         -     ii.    209 

Echee  Jeu  deyiFerard)  no  date— upon  vsllum,  in  the  Royal 
Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -    —    286 

Em  nuizlieh  b&chlin,  Aug§.,  1498, 4to.  —  in  the  Imperial  li- 
brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iii.    627 

Eraemui  ejfpurgatui  kufta  cem.  Acad,  Lavan.  1579,  folio,  in  the 
Pubtic  Library  at  Augsbourg.  See  7i?»IMi«»/.iV(w«iii,  1516.     —    234 

EvAMOELiA  QuATuoR,  Lat.  MS.  Tith  century,  in  the  Royal 

Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -     ii.    155-6 
yiiith  century,  in  the  library 

of  Chremaminster  Monastery,  -  -    iii.    377-9 

ixth  century,  belonging  to 

the  Emperor  Lotharius,  with  engraving  of  his  portrait,  ii.     163-166 

ixth  century — ^in  the  Public 


Library  at  Munich,  -  -  -    iii.    259-261 

•  xith  century,  inthe  same  Li- 


brary, -  -  -  -     —    262 

xth  century,  in  the  Public 


Library  at  Landshut,  -  -  .     —    333 

xith  century— in  tiie  Royal 


Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  ....    143 

XTth  century,  in  the  Im- 


perial Library  at  Vienna  -  .  .    —    464 

EvANGBLiUM  Sti.  Iohannis,  MS.  Lat.  zith  century,  in  the 

Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  .  .     ii.     173 

Evangelk  cum  EpUtolU :  Ital,  folio  — in  the  Library  of  Gdtt- 

wic  Monastery,  -  -  .  -    iii.    428 

Euclides,  1482,  folio,  upon  ybllum,  in  the  Royal  library  at 

Paris,  -  -  .  -  .  -  il  294 
,  four  varying  copies  of,  in  the  Public 

Library  at  Munic£i,  -  ^  n.  -    iii    290 
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Euripidei,  Gr.,  1603,  ^/dbM— upon  vxllum,  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Pans,  -  -  -  .     ii.    311 

,  Hecuba  et  Iphigtnia  in  Aul.  Gr.  and  Lat.  1607, 

8vo.  UPON  VELLUM,  in  the  same  Library,  -  -     —   «W. 

Euitaihiui  in  Hmnerum,  1642,  folio  —  upon  vbllum,  in  ihe 

Royal  Library  at  Ptaris,  -  -  -     —    292 

— — ^ — '  upon  paper,  in  the 

collection,  -  -  -  -  -     —    316 

-,  1669,  folio,  fine  copy,  upon  paper. 


in  the  Public  Library  at  Caen,  -  -  -      i.    337 

Eutropiui,  1471,  Lover,  folio  — in  the  King's  Priyatc  library 

at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -    iii.     162 

Eahartation  agatntt  the  Turhe  (1472)  in  the  Public  library  at 

Munich,  -  -  -  -  -     —    282 

Eyb,  Margarita  Poetica,  1472,  folio— 4n  the  Public  library  at 

Strasboui^,  -  -  -  •    —     62 


F. 

Fait  de  la  Guerre,  C.  Mansion,  folio — in  the  Royal  Library  at 

Ptois,  -  .  .  -  -     ii.    280 

Fagio  Dita  Mundi,  1474,  folio  —  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 

\rienna,  -  -  -  -  -    in.    618 

Ficheti  Rhetorica —  Gering^~AXo. — upon  vkllum,  in  the  Im- 
perial Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  —  6(W 
Fhrio  e  Biancifiore,  Bologna,  1480,  folio  —  in  the  Library  of 

the  Arsenal,  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -     ii.    331 

Fierbrai,  1486,  folio— Prince  Eugene's  copy),  in  the  Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iii.    628 

Flot  Sanctorum,  1682,  folio — in  the  Public  Library  at  Rouen,  i.  179 
Fontaine  Contei  de  la,  copy  of  in  the  Chapter  Library  at 

Bayeux,  -  -  -  -  -      i.    372 

Fortalitium  Fidei — folio — no  date  —  in  the  Public  Library  at 

Munich  :  curious  printed  advertisement  in  this  copy,  -    uL    295 

F)rezgi  n  Quadriregio,  1481,  folio— 4n  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  .     —    618 

Fulgoeii  Anierot  —  1496  —  folio— 4n  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -  .     —    518 

FuNERAiLLBH  DE8  RsiNBs  DE  Francs,  MS.  folio  —  in  the 

Emperor's  Private  Collection  at  Vienna,  -  -     —    692 
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Gaimui,  Or,  1525,  folio,  j4ldus  —  larg^e  paper  copy,  in  the 
Royal  library  at  Paris,  -  -  -  •     ii    314 

F.  Gafvurii  Laud.  Harm.  Inst.  MS.  xnth  oentury  —  in  the 
Emperor's  Private  Collection  at  Vienna,        -  -         -    iii.    592 

Galien  ei  JaqueUne,  1526,  folio— in  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal, 
atlHuis,  -  -  -  -  -     ii.    ad3 

Gallia  Christiana,  1732,  folio,  in  the  Ohi^ter  Library  at 
Bayeux,  -  -  -  -  -      i.    373 

Cramei  of  Chen,  Caxton,  folio,  2d.  edit.  —  in  the  Imperial  Li- 
brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iii.    632 

Genesis — ^MS.  of  the  ivth .  century—fiagmenti  of  Chapters  of 
account  of  —  with  fac-simile  Illuminations,  in  the  Imperial 
Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    457 

Gerard,  Comte  de  Nenets,  1626,  4to.  —  in  the  Library  of  the 
Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -  '     -  -     iL    336 

Germanicar,  Rer,  Tres  Script,  Select,  1707,  folio— referred  to,    iii.    363 

curante  Nidano,  ^r.  1726— referred  to,         -    —    366-378 

Gesta  Rovanorum,  MS.  xivth  century,  in  the  King's  Pri- 
vate Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -    —    163 

Geyler,  Navic,  Fat,  1611,  4to  — in  the  Public  Library  at 
Augsbourg,  -  -  -  -     —    233 

Gloria  Mulierum,  Jenson,  4to. — in  the  Imperial  Library  at 
Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -     —    619 

Godfrey  of  Boulogne,  Caxtrm,  folio  —  in  the  Imperial  Library 
at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    632 

Graal,  St.,  MS.  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pkiris,  -        -     ii.    223 

Grammatica  Rhpthmica,  1466,  folio— in  the  Royal  Library  at 
Paris, —    264 

Grandidier,  Essai  Hist,  et  Topog,  sur  PEglise  CathMrale  de 
Strasbourg,  1782, 8vo.  -  -  -    iii.      17-18 

Gratian  Opus,  Deeret,  Schoefher,  1470,  folio,  upon  vellum, 
in  the  Library  of  Gottmc  monastery,*  -  -    iii.    428 

,  Schoeffher,  1472,  folio,  upon  vellum,  in 
the  Library  of  Clostemeuburg  monastery,  -  -    •»    617 

Gregorii  Opera,  Germ,  1483,  folio,  in  the  Library  of  Professor 
Veesenmeyer,  at  Ulm,  -  -    •  -  -    —    193 

•  I  doabt  whether  there  be  any  such  edition,  or  whether  the  ensuing,  by  the  Mine 
printer,  be  not  here  inteuded. 
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GrUekSi,  Germ,,  14SS,  AXo,,  wood  (nits,  In  the  Ubrtry  of  fto- 
fessor  Veesenmeyer,  at  Ulm,  .  -  -    ilL    ^4 

,  1471,  4to.,  withoat  cJut8,  in  the  same  cone<s 
tion.    See  Petrarcha.  -  .  .     —   jM. 

GuiUmtme  ie  Paleme,  1552,  4to.,  in  the  Library  of  the  Arse- 
nal: toother  edition,  1634,  4to.,  -  -     fi.    397-8 

Gulklmui  de  Salieeio,  Ital  1474,  folio,  in  the  Library  of 
Gittwie  Monastery,  -  -  -  -    —    431 

€hi^  de  fFarufkik,  no  date,  4to.,  in  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal 
at  P^iris,  -  -  -  -  -     ii.    336 

Gjfron  Le  Ctmrto^i,  no  date,  Ferard,  upon  vellum,  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -     ii.    284 

H. 

HttrtHei^i  Chiromancy,  bloch  booh,  in  the  Royal  Library  at 
PkriB,  -  .  -  .  -     it    266 

,  in  the  bnperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    iiL    531 

Hmberlm,  Analeeta  Medii  JSvi,  1734, 12mo.,  copy  in  the  pos- 
session of  Professor  Siebenkees  at  Strasbourg  -    ui.      80 

Hektjfne  La  Belle,  1528,  4to.,  in  the  library  of  the  Arsenal  at 
Pteis,  -  -  -  -     ii.    339 

Hector  de  Troife,  Amoullet,  4to.  in  the  Library  of  the 
Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -  -     —    340 

Herbarium  Mogttnt.,  1484,  4to.,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Caen,       i.    329 

Hermann,  Noticei  Hiiioriques,  Siatietiques,  et  lAtt^irei  ear 
la  FUle  de  Strasbourg,  -  -  -    iii.       3, ««. 

Heura,  printed  by  Foitre,  fine  copy  of,  in  the  Public  Library 
at  Caen,  -  -  -  -      i.    336 

Herodotus,  Gr,  1502,  Aldus,  folio,  large  piqper  copy  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  P^uis,  -  -  -  -     IL    316 

HiSTORiA  B.  M.  ViROiNis,  MS.,  folio,  xvth  century,  with 
engraving  of  the  portndt  of  Louisa  0/ Savoy,  therefrom,  in 
the  Public  Library  at  Pins,  -  -  -  -     S.     186-188 

. ,  bloeh  booh,  folio,  in  the  Royal 

library  at  Pbris,  -  -  -     —    266 

-,  in  the  Royal  Library 


at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -  -  .     —    146 

-,  in  the  Pnblic  Library 


at  Munich,  -  -  -  -    m.    286 

-,  in  the  Imperial  Library 


at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -  .    —    631 
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Hktmm  Amgmtlm  Seripi^res,  l47S,f6^,  F-  deMmgm, 
intteP^licLil»rai7«tStrMboiirK,  -      iii    67 

*  ,  jMl$t\^l»  8?0.,UP0IIVBL- 

UTM,  ia  the  Royal  library  at  Pettis,  -  -  -     ii.    312 

NiOarm  de  Calumma  ntmerei^   1490>  4to.»  in  the  Poblie 

library  at  AngBboucg,  -  -      ,  -    iii.    230 

HisTQiu  RoMAiNs,  MS.,  xvth  century^  foUo«  3  ?o1b.»  in^^ 

Royal  Library  at  Vvdm,  -  -  -     ii.    216 

HameriOpera,  Gr,,  \4SS,  folio,  uncut^  in  the  Royal  library 

atPtfis,  -  -  -  -  -     ii.    283 

,  in  the  Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    iii.    496 

-,  in  the  Public  library  at  Nu- 


remberg, ...  Supplement,        xx?i. 
• ,  No  date,  Akhu,  Svo.,  upon  vellum,  in  the 


Royal  library  at  Puis,  -  -  -  -     iL    311 

r- • ,  UPON  VKLLUM,   in  the 


library  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  -  .  -  -     ii.    360 

,  1808,  Bodoni,  folio,  upon  vbllum. 


in  the  Royal  library  at  Pttrit,  -  -  .     _    283 

-,  Batrackow^fomackia,  Gr,  4to.,  edit.  prin.  in  the 


Imperial  library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    iii.    496 

HoBA  B.  M.  ViROiNis,  MS.,  8?o.,  in  the  Royal  library  at 

Ptoii,               .  -  -  .  ^     ii.    183 
,  folio,  belonging  to  Ann  of  Brit- 

TAMT,  with  copper  plate  engrayingof  her  portrait  therefrom, 

in  the  Royal  Library  at  Ptffis,  -  .       .     —    188-201 

-,  belong^  to  Pope  Paul  HI.  in  the 


samelibrary,  -  -  -  -     ii.    202 

-,  MS.,  xvth  century,  in   the  Royal 


Private  library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -    iii.    160 

-,8to.,  in  the  Emperor's  private 


collection  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    liL    593 

— ,  Sn.  LuDOYici,  MS.,  xiiith  century,  in  the  library  of 

the  Arsenal  at  Paris, ii.    324 

,  Gr.  1497,  12mo.  printed  by  Aldus,  in 

the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -    —    248-313 

-,  purchase  of  a  copy  from  Mr.  Stoger, 


atAtoiich,  -  -  -    UL    29^302 

-,  missing  in  the  PobHc  library  at  LiMi- 


shnt,  -  .     -  -  .    —    331 
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Fol.  Ptge. 

H01ULTIU8,  MS.»  xnth  century,  in  the  ybury  of  MoBl  Mo- 
nastery, -  -  -  -  -    iiL    412 

,  Edit  prin.  4to.,  in  the  Public  Libnry  at  Angs- 

bonrg^,  -  -  -  -    —   228 

,  1492-8^  foUo,  in  the  Public  Librvy  at  Rouen,    -     L    179 

-,  1498,  folio,   in  the  Public  Library  at  Straa- 


bourg,  -  -  -  -    in.      68 

-,  1601,  jikhti,  8to.,  upon  tkllum,  in  the  Royal 


Library  at  P^m,  -  -  -  -     iL    312 

,  UPON  VBLLUM,  in  the  P^Ue 


Library  at  Mnnich,  -  -  -    ilL    296 

Hofloge  de  Sapience,  Ferard,  1493,  folio,  upon  vbllum,  in 
the  Royal  library  at  Puis,  -  -  -     iL    285 

HoRTUs  Dbuciarum,  MS.,  xiith  century,  in  the  Public  li- 
brary at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -    iii.      52 

HoRTULus  Anima,  MS.,  xvth  century— with  five  fiu^-•imi]e 
copper  plate  engravings  therefrom,  in  the  Imperial  library 
at  Vienna,  .  -  •  .  .        .    —    467-471 

,  1498,  12mo.,  in  the  King's  PHvate  li- 
brary at  Stuttgart,  -  -  .    —    162 
Roiorum,  ifc.,  1499,  8vo.,  in  the  Public  Library 


atAugsbourg,  -  -  -  -    —    233 

Hmet,  Demomirat,  Evang.  1690,  (1679?)  folio,  unique  copy  in 

the  Public  library  at  Caen,  -  -  -      L    337 

Iluon  de  Baurdeawt,  four  editions  of,  in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  •  -  -     ii.    333 

I. 

liocratee,  Gr,,  Mhu,  1534,  folio,  laige  pi^er  copy  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  Ptiris,  -  -  -        -     ii.    314 

Joiom,  Ratnan  de,  printed  hff  Ctutton,  in  the  Royal  Library  at 
Ptois,  -  -  .  -  -    —    250 

,  iame  edition,  in  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal 

at  Paris  -  -  -  -  -    —    322 

fehan  de  Saintri,  Botifons,  no  date,  4to.,  in  the  Library  of 
the  Arsenal  at  Pbiis,  -  -  .    —    336 

Pane,  Bari/bm,  no  date,  4to.,  in   the  same  col- 
lection, -  •  -  -  -    —    337 
-,  Paris,  1600,  4to.,  in  the  same,                -    —    iM 


Jkromk,  St.,  Vie,  Mort,  bt  Miracles  de,  MS.,  xrth  cen- 
tury, in  the  Royal  library  of  Stuttgart,  -  -   ffi.    153 
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leronimi  Epiitdm,    1468,   8.  amd  PatmaNz,   folio,  in  the 
Public  library  at  Rouen,  -  -  -      i.    \7S 

,  UPOK  TSLLUM,   itt  the  Imperial 
Library  at  Vienna,  -  •  -  -    iii.    488 

,  1470,  S.  and  Pan.  folio,  in  the  Li- 


brary  of  Gottemenborg  Monastery,  -    —    617 

-,  in  the  Public  Library  at 


Nurembeig,  -  -  -  Supplement^  xxv. 

-,  1470,  Schoeffher,  in  the  Poblic  li- 


brary at  Strasbourg^,  -  *  -    iii.      61 

,  Mentelm,  in  the  Public  library 
at  Strasbourg,  -  -  .  -    —      62 

-,  intheP^lic  library 


at  Nuremberg,  -  -  Supplement,  zxr. 

-,  Parmm,    1480,   folio,   in   the 


Public  library  at  Auj[8bourg,  -  -    iiL    228 

Joiephuit  Lot.,  1470,  SchuMler,  folio,  two  copies,  somewhat 

differing  from  each  other,  in  the  library  of  Ph>fessor  Vee- 

senmeyer,  at  Ulm,  -  -  -  -  .    —    193 

,    1480,  folio,  in  the  Library  of  the  Monastery 

of  St.  Florian,  -  .  .  .  .  _  a90 
,  Galltci,  1492,  folio,  in  the  Impoial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  .  .  -  .    —    528 

Jourdain  de  Slave,  Paris,  Chretien,  no  date,  4to.,   in  the 

Library  of  the  Arsenal  at  Pkiris,  -  -  -     n.    339 

Jamfeneel  le,  1497,    Verard,  folio,  upon  vbllum,  in  the 

Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    iiL    528 

JuiAmu,  1479,  folio,  in  the  Public  library  at  Rouen,  -      i.     177 

Juvenalii,  folio,  f^.  de  Spira,  edit.  prin.  in  the  Public  li- 
brary at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -  iii.  68 
,    Ulric  Han,  typ.  grand,  folio,  in  the  Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna,  -  -      *         -  .    —    496 

,  1474,  folio,  in  the  Public  library  at  Caen,  -      i,    334 

,  /.  de  Fwitutno,  folio,  in  the  Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,  -  ,  ,  ,  .    iii.    497 


Kentxinger,  Dacumem    Hiitariques  relat\f$  H  Pkittaire  de 
Firanee,tir€tde8  jirchiveide  la  nilede  Strasbourg,  -    ill        9 
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Lactantii  Imtitutianei,  1465,  folio,  in  the  Royal  Library  at 
Pfcris,  -  .  .  -     ii.    262 

'' ,  in  the  library  of  Ste. 

Genevieve,  -  -  -     —    345 

,  in  the  Imperial  Library 
at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -  489 

,  1470,  S.  tmd  PatmartM,  folio,  in  the 
Mazarine  Library  at  PlMis,  -  -  -  367 

'- ,  1478,  folio,  in  the  Public  Library  at 

Strasboui^,  -  -  -  -  -    iiL      64 

',  Ro§i0ek,  1476,  upon  vbllum,  in  the 
Imperial  library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    —    489 

Lancelot  du  Lac,  MS.,  xirth  century,  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Paris,  ii.  217 :  another  MS.  of  about  the  same 
period,  in  the  same  library,  H.  219 :  another  MS.  in  the 
same  library,  -  -  •     iL    220 

,  1488,    Gerard,   foUo,  in  the   Imperial 

library  (Prince  Eugene's  copy)  at  Vienna^        -       -       -    iiL    528 

,  1494,  Ferard,  folio,  upon  txllum,  in 

the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -     ii.    284 

,  1496,  Ferard,  foHo,  upon  ybllum,  in 

the  Imperial  library,  at  Vienna,  -  -         -    iii.    528 

Loicarii  Gram.  Grtsc,  1476,  4to.,  in  the  Royal  library 
at  Paris,  -  -  -  -  -     it    281 

Laureniiui  Folia,  Jemom,  1471,  folio,  in  the  library  of 
Gottwic  Monastery,  -  -  -  -    iii.    431 

LiOBS  Bavaricj^  MS.,  xiiidi  century,  in  the  Public  li- 
brary at  Landshut,  .  -  -  -    —    334 

Legenda  Aurea,  (ieu  Sanctorum)  ItaL  Jetutm,  1476,  folio,  in 
the  Mazarine  Library  at  Parif,  -  -  -     ii.    365-6 

,  upon  vbllum,  in  the  Imperial  library  at 
Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    in.    519 

,  1486,  folio— in  the  Public  library  at  Rouen,      i.    177 

,   1475,  Germg,  folio,  in  the  Poblk  lilnvy 

at  Caen,  -  -  -  -  -    —    334 

Leoms  Papm  Sermona,  1470,  folio,  in  the  possession  of  M. 
LePreyoet,atRouen«  -  .  .     _    1S3 

La  Deus  Amam,  Ferard,  1493,  4to.,  in  the  Imperial 
Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iiL    528 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AND  OF  PRINTED  BOOKS. 

roi.  Page. 

LiBiB  GsNBiuLTioNis  Ib8.  Xti.  MS*'  Tilth  ceotoiy :  in  the 

Royal  library  at  Pkffis,  -  -  -     ii.    172 

Lider  Jdodarum  iignificandi^  1480,  St  Albam,  — in  the  Royal 

Library  at  Pkuris,  -  -  -  .    _    278 

lAber  MoraHsai.  Bibl.  1474,  Ulm,  folio —  copy  piirdiaaed  of 

M.  FlBcheim,  at  Munich,  -  -  -    ill    304 

Liber Nancekios,  1518,  folio;  copy  of,  witii  ms.  notea  of 

Bochart,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Caen^  -  -      i.    337 
,  two  copies  of,  one  qpon  large 

paper,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Nancy,  -  -     ii.    643 
LiBBB  Pbbcum,  cvm  not.  if  cam.  MS.  pervet.  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Paris,                -                -               -               -     —    173 
,  MS.  xnh  century,  in  the  Public  Library  at 

Munich,  -  -  -    .  -  -    liL    272 

Uber  Regum,  $eu  Vita  Davidie    block  book^-in  the  Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna^  -  -  -  -    —    531 

£(r4r^afifl,6^j(^il--in  the  Public  Library  at  Munich,      iiL    279 
Ligurim  Poet,  ckr.  1507,  folio  —  in  the  Minster  Library  at 

Ulm,  -  .  .  .  .    —    187 

IMtletwie$  Tenwres,  Lettou,  &c  folio— In  the  Imperial  Library 

at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -  .    —    532, 

Litwrgia  Suectuue  Eccleeim,  1576,  foHo— in  the  library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -  -  •     iL.  324 

lavTOBf  MS.  XYth  century  —  in  the    Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    iiL    473 

,  1469,  folio,— in  the  Royal  Library  at  P^iris,  -     ii.    274 

, — in  the  Public  library  at  Munich,  -    lii*    290 
,  1470,  y.  de  Spira^  folio,  upon  tbllvm,  in  the  Royal 

Library  at  P&ris,  -  -  -  •     ii.    275 

— — ^— — — ^— —  upon  pi^^,   in  the  same 

library,             ...  .  -  .    _    275 

. in  the  library  of  Goster- 

neuburg  Monastery,  -  -  -  -    iiL    616 

^  1472,  S,  and  Pann.,  folio,  in  the  same  Ck>llection,     -    —    276 

LiYBB  HisTOBiAL,  MS.  jiuct.  B.  du  Guetdin;  in  the  Public 

library  at  Rouen,  -  -  -  -      L    174-5 

Lombard  Petri  Sentent.  iEggestei/n),  folio,  in  the  library 

of  Clostemeuburg  Monastery,  -  -  -    iil.    617 

Lucae  Cranack,  his  Book  of  Prayers,  with  original  drawings 

by,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Munich,  -  -    —    273 
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Lucanm,  1469  Ji3^<H-4niht?MkUbrvy%tM\ad4^  -    S.    290 

— — ,  1475,  folio,      cum  comment.  Omniboni  —  in  the 

Royal  library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -    —    14t 

,  typ,  Gering,  folio,  in  the  Public  library  at  Gaen,     -      L    334 

Luckim,  Opera,  Gr.  1496,  ^lio— fine  copy,  in  die  pouestion  of 

M.  Renouard,  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -  iL  396 
,  1603,  Aldus,  foHo  —large  piqier  copy.  In  the 

Royal  library  at  Pluifl,  -  -  -  .    _    3I6 

€pu9C,   QMBd,    Lai.   1494  —  4to.  —  upon 


▼BLLUM,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  nL  497 

Lueretmt,  1486,  foHo— in  the  King's  Prfvfite  Ck>llection  at 

Stuttgart,  -  .  -  .  -  —  162 

'  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  ^(^enna,    -  —  497 


-,  T.  de  RagoM,,  1495,  4to.— in  the  same  library, 

"fAidw,  1600,  4to. — in  the  same  Library, 

-,  j4ldtti,  1515,  8to. — upon  vsllum,  (supposed  to 


be  liniqae)  in  the  Royal  library  at  IWs, 
Lucttit  Chmtktnorum,  Jemom,  4to.  —  in  the  Imperial  Li> 

brary  at  Vienna,  -    - 

Ludolphut  Vita  ChrM  {EggeHeyn),  1474,  folio,  in  the  Poblie 

Library  at  Nancy,  -  .  .  . 
De  Terra  Sancta,  &c.  4to. — in  the  Imperial  li- 


brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -        - 

Ljfra  Nic.  de  in  Btblh,  1471-2 ;  one  vohime  of,  at  Caen, 

M. 

MaMan,  1625, 4to.^4Q  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal  at  Pms, 
Macrobhu,  1472,  foUo— in  the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna, 
Maguelone,  LaBeOe,  1492,  Trepperei,  4to.  —  in  the  In^terial 

libnffy,  at  Vienna,  .  .  •  • 

Mahii,  de  propriei.  pHsc.  verb.  1477^  ioUo^B.de'Coiomia — in 

tiieBiblic  Library  at  Strasbourg,  -  -         - 

Mammoireciui,  Scho^ker,  1470—  foHo — upon  tbllum,  in 

the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  - 

■ : in  the  Library  of 

Olostemeuburg  Monastery,  ... 
— ,  N.  de  Nelie,  1470,  folio  —  in  the  Public  Li- 


brary at  Landshut,  -  - 

Manci$Mui,  de  imtde  Scrihemii,  1499,  4to.  —  in  the  library 
of  PjTofessor  Veesenmeyer,  at  Ulm, 


— 

496 

— 

Md. 

iL 

312 

iiL 

690 

n. 

544 

iii. 

609 

1. 

333 

iL 

331 

ill 

498 

— 

628 

— 

64 

— 

609 

— 

617 

— 

336 

_ 

194 
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Makdstillb,  MS.  German  —  1471 — intlie  Royal  libnury  at 

Stuttgart,  -  -  .     -  .     *    ill    165 

Mamlius,  1474,  folio,— in  the  King's  Fdvate  Library  at  Stutt- 
gart, -  -  -  *        '       ..    —    162 
Mampulu9  Curatarum,  1473,  folio,  in  the  Public  library  at 

Roaeo,  -  -  -  -  -     i.    176  . 

Marco  Poio,  Germ.  1477»  folio-rin  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    Ul.    629 

MartialU,  1475,  folio  —  in  the  Library  of  a  Ci^uchin  Monas- 
tery^ near  Vienna,  -  -  ,     -  -     —    621 
{Lover)  folio — in  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Yicnna,  -  -  -  -    —    498 

— I ,  jiidue,  1502,  8vo.  two  copies  upon  tellum» 

m  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  •     iL    312 

Matni  Iasonis  Epitalam ion,  MS.  4to.  —  in  the  Emperor's 

PHvate  Library  at  Viienna,  -  -  -    iii.    592 

Mayeter  of  Sentence,  Camton^  folio  —  m  the  Lnperial  library 

at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    —    532 

Meinart,  St.  Ljfe  of,  block  book :  in  the  Publii;  Library  at 

Munich,  -  -  -  .  .    .    285 

Meluima,  Hutorie  von  der.  Germ,  no  date,  folio,  in  the  King's 

Private  Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  .    «-    164 

Meiumne,  P.  Le  Noir,  4to.— in  the  library  oi  the  Arsenal,    -     iL    339 
Memoiri  of  the  Tratuactions  oftke  Society  ofBellee  Lettres, 

&c.  at  Rouen,  vol.  i.  page  181 :  of  a  nmt^r  Society  at  Caen,      i.    308 
Mer  dee  HiHoirei,   1488,  folio;  in  the  Public  library  at 

Rouen,  -  -  -  -  -      i.    178 

Meuet  NobUe  Socio,  Mieerie  de  li  Anmnte  di,  1533, 4to.  in 

theLibrary  of  the  Arsenal  at  Pkuris,  -  -     ii.    327 

Mewrin  FUs  ^Oger,  Parie,  Bot^one,  4to.  —  in  the  library  of 

the  Arsenal  at  Pitfis,  -  -  -  *     ii.    339 

Miilei  et  Amye,  Vetofd,  no  date,  folio-^uPON  tbllum,  in  the 

Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -     ii.    285 
,  Rfmen,  4to.— inthe  Library  of  tiie  Arsenal  at 

ditto,  -  -  -  -  -    —    332 

Mirabilia  Urbie  Romm,  biock  book^  —  in  the  Public  Library  «l 

Munich,  -  -  -  .  -    iii    284 

Missals,  MS.  (Sn.  Guthlaci)  xith  century*  in  the  Publn; 

Library  at  Rouen,  -  -  -  -.     L    165i8 
xivthcentury, in  the  Royal  LibraryatStitttgarK    iii*    152 
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znB  nOK  or  MAIfUSfllVM. 

ibmAMM,  MS.  z«A  MMTf,  Mm  in  tUTloyiA  Lftwr  «* 
ofONilMteB^xillioeirtiirT-^mtkelBi. 


xvth  centwy,  ->  in  the  Public  Lflwrnry  t  M»- 

^,  8to.— bdoBging  to  Si|^smi»d,  ffing  of  Pdiiid, 

kHMPttUk  Library  of  Laadshat,  -  .    _   334 

Herkipektm  (1479),  i<dio,  upon  vbllum,  in  the 


Imperial  library  at  Vienna, 

-,  Rmfiery  folio— in  the  King's  Pri- 


fale  Library  at  Stuttgart,  .    —    i|g 

-,  Fene$,  1488,  folio— upon  vbllum. 


in  the  finperor'sPHyate  Collection  at  Vienna,  .    _    594 

Pr^Pakof.  Fed.  RUm,  1494,foUo,in  the  library 

eta  Capudiin  Monastery,  near  Vienna,  -  -     —   ^1 

-  Eotkomageme,  1499,  folio,  in  the  possession  of  M. 


LePpe?ost  at  Rouen,  -  -  -  -      i.    IfiS 

,     copies,  UPON  VBiiLUM,  in  die 
Public  Library  at  Rouen,  -  .  -     i.    17B 

MosmrMeum,  1600,  foUo— with  the  Breviary  1602, 

in  the  I^rary  of  the  Arsenal  at  Paris,  -     iL    S8 

'  —  in  the  Lilnary  of  Ste. 

Oenefi^ve,  -  .    ...    35^ 

-  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 


Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iB.    489 
Parmeiue^  1621,  foHo— upon  vbllum,  in  the  Idbrvy 

ofthe  Arsenal  at  Pkrb,  .  -     ii.    38S 

Okm  D^^metorum,  flemuB,  1499,  folio,  in  the  Ubnry  of  a 

G^racfainMimastery,  near  Vienna,  *  -    iii.    €21 

Latma,  1667,  8vo.,  in  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal,         -     ii.    322 

Mhnimgn^t  EtH^,  1636,  fdio,  lai|pe  paper,  intiie  Pdilie 

Library  at  Caen,  .  .  -      L    387 

MhtUe  Sancte  it  Dw,  1477,  folio,  -  in  the  Royal  Lihury  at 

Ptois,  -  .  -  .  -     n.    289 

,  in  the  Lnperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  -  .  .  .    ifi,    680 

JlWwt  dei  Nwrmtm,ptarL  A.  Gmki,  MS.  in  the  M>fio  li. 

braryatCaen,  -      L    88i 

Jfcff^  Ir  Claul,  1660, 4to.-4n  the  Library  of  the  An^ial, 

alFMs,  -  .  .  .     ii.    334 
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Mm  Tk§m€t  Opmm,  ^tSji  hmm*  UM^  Mio,  JXlujjtipi  ^  «♦!.  )V 

te  Iiyc^  tl  Bsyeuz,                             -              -          -  i.  376     ' 

i«»«M' ATilPtflfo  C:WiMdiH^ 

theAaeuaatPtfis,                          -             -              -  Ur  ^ 

Mmuteri  Comogf^m,  lli66^  folio,  oqpy  «f,  bdopfiii  to  D.  .  .    ..  . .. 

de  Pdlctien,  in  the  Poblk  Ubrary  at  Caen,               -        -  i.  337     . 

MhireHDi9ikha,Ul.9miVt.ck^h9ok,9iVm,                   .  _  429     .„ 

N. 

NoMceUm  Laber:  see  lAber  Nancekku, 

Nrf  de§  Fols  du  Mond^t  Venurd,  no  dale,   foUo  —  upon  .,. 

▼BLUjjf,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pbrb,  -  -     ii.    298 

■  ,  Mortuff  1497,  folio  —  upo»  vwi-    . 

Lui^  in  the^«ame  library,  ...  j^ 

Nrf  des  Damet,  ^rwiUet,  i  Lyon,  4t0r — in  the  Library  pf  the  ..     . ,  ^^ 

Arsoial  at  Puis,  -  -  .  .    ^    327-9,i 

Niger  P,,  contra  perfdot  Judteat,  1475,  folio  —  in  the  King's 
PHiWfee  library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  .    .    iii.    1$4 

Nomas  Marcelloi,  1471,.  folio  —  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  ,^^ 

rienaa,  -  -  -  .    -^    609   . 

in  the  Library  of  G5tt^  .   ..^ 

Monastery,  -  -  -  .  .    —    430.  ^ 

NoMus,  Gr.  Alduif  4to. — ^in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  ,  —    492 . .  ^^ 
Norman^Sf,  three  folio  volumes  of  miscellaneous  MSS.  and 
illustrations,  rehitiiig  to,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,        -     ii.    231-244 

>   ,  the  same  number  of  volumes  of  Engravings  and 
j>fm/^Pt^^  relating  to— in  the  same  Collection,  -    —    232-234 

Noifa  Statuta,  Machlima,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  P&ris,        -     r*    278  . 
Nooelas,  por  de  Mark  ^ggas,  1637, 4to.»-in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Pkiris,  -  -1  -  -    —    327. 
Amorosas,  1624,  4to.  in  the  same  Library,        -         -     —  ibid. 

O. 
OFFicfUM  B.  M.  V1RGINI8,  MS.,  xvth  century,  in  the  Empe- 
ror's private  coHection  at  Vienna,  -  -       -    ill.    691 

■   ■'  ,  MS.,  xnth  century,  in  the  Pub- 

lic library  at  Mmdch,  -  -  -   — "STtr 

,  in  the  same  library,  -    —   <fl' 


Ogier  le  Danois,  1526,  folio,  in  the  Library  of  the 

atPlffis,              -                          -           -           -  -     «.    8S» 

O/ivf^  BoMtf/m;  deeOsiiBiiALlinmx.  ^*'         *** 

E  -' 
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OaiMm,   copy  of»  wkb  dtwmwg  of  Isabey,  ia  the    King's 
Privsle  Ubrwy  at  Ptffis,  -  -  -     iL    376 

Otfidhu  moraiisaku,  MS.,  xyth  ceotary  in  tiie  PttUSc  li- 
brary at  Rouen,  -  -  -,  -      L    173 

Omdii  Opera  Ommia,  AwgM&^  1471»  wanting  tiro  leafet,  in 
the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -     ii.    S96 

,  FatiK  Azogm^  in  the  Inqperial  Lihrfry  at  Aleaaa»    iiL    496 

Opera  Ommia^  S,  and  PatmartM,  1471,    in  the  Im- 
perial Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    iiL    496 
f  et  FatiU  folio,  in  the  laaoe  collection,        -    —    tM. 


-,  Metmwutrph.  E^.  Bernard.,  1567,  S? o.,  in  a  prifate 


coOecation  at  Bayenz,  -  -  .  .      L    367 

P. 

PariM  et  Fietme,  Paris,  no  date,  4to.,  in  the  Library  of  the 
Arsenal  at  Pkrifl,  -  -  -  -     ii.    336 

Paroie  Devote  de  Vanhna,  Jenaom,  4to.,    in  the  Imperial 
library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iiL    62! 

Pentateuch,   Hebr.   1491,  folio,  in  the   Royal  library  at 
Pteis,   ^See  also  Genesis,  ante.  -  -  -     iL    260 

PBTRAmcHA,  MS.  zvth  century,  in  the  Library  of  Chrems- 
minster  Monastery,  -  -  -  -    iiL    379 

Petrarcha  Sonetti,  1470,  Prince  Eugene's  copy  in  the  Im- 
perial Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    —    621 

,  1473,  Zaratui,    folio,    in  the    Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    —    622 

-,  Jenmm,    1473,   folio,   in  the   Imperial 


Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    —    ikid 

-,  folio,  in  the  library  of 


Gdttwic  Monastery,  -  -  -    —    429 
,  L.  Jckatee,   1474,  foEo,  in  the  same 


library,  .  -  .  -  -  Hid 

-,  Ckmment.  Bantu,  Bologn,,  1476,  folio. 


two  oc^ies  in  the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna,  of  which  one 
belonged  to  Prince  Eugene,  -  -  -    —    622 

-,    Bologr.,  .1476,  folio,   Oitagmidi*)  with 


the  comment  of  PhUelphus,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Stutt- 
gart, -  -  -  -  -    iiL     146- 

*  In  the   page  refencd  to,  I  have  coojcctnred  it  to  be  printed  bj  Ubic  Hen 
Rdsinger.     To  tfaete  namei,  I  add  die  above. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


AND  OF   PRINTED   BOOKS.  xxxr 
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Petrarcka  Soneul,  Con  pamment.,  T.  PkUeifb,  U7B,  Mia, 
in  tlie  Utnrary  of  Gdttwic  Monastery  '  -  -    iii.    429 

,  AHui,  1601,  8vo.,  UPON  VMLLxm,  in  the  Royal 

Library  St  Paris,  .  -  -  .     ii.    3ia 

^  1614,  8vo.,  UPON  TtftLim,  in  ibe  po»- 

session  of  M.  Renouard,  bookseller,  «  .    — .    ^j^ 

-,    Okuua,    1616,  8vo.,   vpok  vbllvm,  in  tlM 


Royal  Ltlnwy  at  Pteris,  -  ^  *     ^    SIS 

-,  Aldus,  1621,  12mo.,  in  the  King's  Prirate  Li- 


brary at  Stuttgart,  -  -  .  -    iii.     1C6 
,  Hht,  erlseUu,  Lot,,  1473,  Wlo,— Prince  Eu- 


gene's copy  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna  -    —    610 
',  Germ,,  1473,  fdlio,  in  the  Li- 

brary  of  Professor  Veesenmeyer,  at  Ulm,  -  ...    194 
,  De  Cos.  nror,  Ilktstr.  ItaL,  1476,  foKo,  in  the 

Library  of  Gdttwic  Monastery,  -  -  .    ^    429 

Phalmru  Epitt,,    1471,   4to.,    in    the   likiperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  -  .  .  .  ,    .«    510 

,  Uhric  Hon,  folio,  in  the  same  collection,    —    611 

Philostratus,  LaL,  MS.,  xvth   century  in  the  Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  .  .    473 

Pierre  dePrwence  et  la  belle  Maguelome,  1490, 4to.,  in  the 

Library  of  the  Arsenal  at  Puis,  -  -     iL    336 

Pmdmu,  Gr.,  1602,  Aldi,  12mo.,  in  the  library  of  the  Monas- 
tery of  St.  Florian,  -  -  .  -    iii.    390 
Plautus,  1472,  folio,  edit.  prin.  in  the  Mazarine  library  at 

P^™'  -  -  .  -     li.    367 

,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Strasbourg,    in.      64 

,  1622,  Aldus,  410.,  Grolier's  copy,  apparently  large 

;M^fr,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Pbris,  .  -     iL    314 

Plmius  Semar,  1469,  folio,  one  copy,  upon  ▼bllvm,  and 

another  upon  paper,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pkuis,  .     271 

— ,  in  the  Libcwy  of  Ste.  Gcne- 

vi^fe,  -  -  -  .  ,     .^    3^  • 

— — — ^ — ;  upow  VELLUM,  in  the  Imperild 
Library  at  Vienna,  .  -  .  ,    iil     499 

S.  and  Pannartz,  1470,  folio,  in  the  Imperial 


Library  at  Vienna,  -  .  ,  -    —    499 

— — — ,  Jensan,  1472,  folio,  upon  VBLLuif,  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  Paris,  .  .    .  .     iL     273 
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Plinku  Senkr,  Jmmi^  147^  MW/  u^n  rmubvm,   in  the 
Imperial  librny  at  Vieniui,        *       -  -  -    ui.    499 

,  upon  pi^er»  in  tte  li- 
brary of  ClosteniMbvrg' Monastery,  -  -    — '    617 
>  /te/.   1476,  Jemam,  folio,  upom  ▼bllum,  in 


the  Royal  Library  at  Ptois               -  -     iL    273 

'     ■  ■  ,  opon  paper,   in 


the  same  coUeetkm,  ...  ...    274 

■  '  '  ,   upon  paper    in 

the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna*  -  -    iu.    499 

Plki^JumorEpkielm,  1476,  folio,  in  the  Pta>lic  Library  of 

Strasbourg,  -  -  -  -  -    —     68 

Phtarcki  Fitm  PttrwUeUm,  lioL,    f(^,    Litt.  R.,   in  the 

Public  Library  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  —  67 
,  the  same  edition  in  the  Monastic 

Library  at  Clostemenbarg,  -  -  -    —    616 

Plutareki  Opmeula  Moralh,  Gr.^  1509.  Akhu,  upon  tbllum, 

in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -     ii.    292 

Poemi  ieieeted  and  printed  by  a  tmaU party  o/EngUth,  Strain 

baurg,  -  .  -  .  -    iiL      97 

Peetm  Grmci    Prine^,    Gr.,  1666,    folio,   large    paper, 

DeThon's  copy  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pferis,  -     —    317 

Pogu  Facetm,  Monast,  Euseb ,  folio,  in  the  Imperial  Library 

at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    iii.    611 

— ,  Hist.  Fkfremt,,  1476,  folio,  upon  vbllum  and  pi^wr,  in 

the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  ....    622 

PoLTBiUB,  Gr,,  MS.,  sec.  xvi.,  Diane  de  Poicders's  copy,  in 

the  Royal  Library  at  Pteris,  v  -  -  -     ii.    230 

Polphius,  Lot,,  8,  andPanmrtz,  1473,  foHo,  in  the  Library      - 

of  QoBtemeubnrg  Monastery,  -  -  -    iii.    616 

Pempeiui  Fettut,    1471,  4to.,  in   the  library  of  Gdttwic 

Monastery,  -  -  -  -  -    —    430 

Poreheti  Fictoria,  1620,  folio,  upon  vbllum,  in  the  Public 

library  at  Rouen,  -  -  -      i.    179 

Prisciamet  1470,  F,  de  Spire,  'folio,  upon  vbllum,  in  the 

Royal  library  at  Pteris,  -  -  -        -     il    294 


,  upon  paper,  in   the 
Library  of  Gottwic  M(»astery,  -  -  -    iii.    430 

",  in  the  Imperial   li- 


at  Vienna,      -         -  -  -  -  -    —    611 
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Priiciamu,  UlricHtm^  folio— in  the  Imperial  Idbnry  at  VieBDay    iii,    512 

,  Aldui,  1627, 8vo.,  Grolier's  copy,  upon  large  paper, 

in  the  Royal  library  at  IWs,  -  -  -     iL    314 

■    ,   UPON   VBLLUM, 


in  the  Library  of  Ste.  Genevi^,  -  -  -    —    348 

Protperi  lAber,  {,H.  Glim)  4to.— in  the  PabKc  Library,  at 

Munich,  -  -  -  .  .      iiL    293 

PsALTBRiuM,  MS.,  ixth  ccntury,  of  Charles  the  Bald;  in  the 

Public  Library  at  Ptais;  -  -  -  -     ii.     163 

— ,  Sti.  LudoTid,  xiiith  century,  in  the 


Ubrary,  -  -  -  -  .  -    —    166-168 

-,  xith  century,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Stutt- 


gart,              -  .  -  -  -    iii.     147 
' ,  xiith  century,  in  the  same  Collection,     -     —    149 


-,  xiith  century,  in  the  Royal  Private  library 


at  Stuttgart,       -  -  -  -  -    —    158^ 

-,  xiith  century,  in  the  PublicLibrary  at  Mu- 


nich, -  -  -  -  -    -    263 

,  with  most  splendid  illuminations,  of  the 
zvith  century,  in  the  same  library, 

LaU  1457,  Fuit  and  Sckoeffher,  folio,,  in 


the  Royal  Library  at  Pteris,  -  -  .     -     ii     250 

,  in  the   Imperial  Li- 


brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -         -    iii.    490 

— — ^— — — — ^  1469,  folio— in  the  Royal 


Library  at  Pftris,              -  -  -  -     ii.    250 
— 1490,  folio,  Schoeffher, 


UPON  VELLUM,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pteris,  -        -     ii.    261 

•  1502,  folio,  Schoeffher,  in 


the  same  library,               -  -.  -  -     —    262 
without  date— Cmwntfr— 


in  the  Imperial  Library  at  A^enna,  -  -  -    iii.    491 

■  ■  -  -,   folio,   in 


the  same  Collection,  -  -  -  -     —    ibid. 

-,  lApi.    1486,  4to.  —  in   tiie  Public  library  at 


Landshut,               -             -              -              -              -  —  336 

,  GermofM,  4to.  —  in  the  Imperial  library  at 

Vienna,             -                -                 -               -            -  —  491 
Ptolbmaus,  Lot.  MS.  folio— in  the  Royal  Library  at  Pteris,  ii.  214 
Pioienunii,  Lot.  1462,  folio,  in  the  Public  library  at  Stras- 
bourg,                 -              -              -              -              -  —  69 
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P/oJ^fii«fM,Z^.,  1462,  folio,  hi  the  PttblkUbnoyatMuD^  vL  290 
,  hi  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vieima,  -  -  ....  —  512 
Pmlci  n  Driadeo,    1481,  4to.,  hi  the  Imperial  Library  at 

Vkmia,               -              -               -               .              -  iS.    £23 

^,  Pftff/o/^,  1492,  m  the  same  Library,              -          -  ibid. 

,  MorgatUe  Maggkre,  1600, 4to.,  m  the  same  Library,  UL    524 


iiiMt¥or  Nmnmmorum,  Germ,,  1473,  folio,  in  the  Libcary  of 

Professor  Veesemneyer  at  Ulm,  -  -  .    «.    194 

Quintilianui,  /.  de  Lignam.  1470,  folio,  in  the  Library  of 

Ste.  Genevieve,  at  P^uis,  -  -  -  u.  34S 
,  1471,  Jemtm,  folio,  hi  the  Poblic  Library  at 

Km^mberg,  ...        Suppiemeni,  xz? 

Quintut  Cufthu,  Lover,  foUo,  hi   the  Library  of  Qottwic 

Monastery,  -  -  -  -  -    iil    431 


Robamu  Maurut,  de  Unherso,  Sfc.,  Litt,  R,,  mo  date,  fdio, 
in  the  Public  Library  at  Strasbourir,  -  -    iiL      69 

Raderi  Bavaria  Sancta,  1616,  &c.,  folio,  extracts,  with  fac- 
simile copper  plates,  from,  -  -  .    —    221-4 

RatdeU,  specimens  of  the  types  from  his  press,  in  the  Poblic 
Library  at  Munich,  »  -  -  -    —    294 

Recueildee  Hietoiree  de  TYajfe,  printed  bff  Catrton,  hi  the  Royal 
library  at  P^uis,  ^^  -  -     iL    247 

■    ,  printed  by  Ferard,  upon  vel- 
lum, in  the  same  Library,  -  -  ...    248 

Regnare  la,  Sfc,    Gerard,  4to.,  Prince  Eugene's  copy  in 
the  Imperial  Libnry  at  Vienna,  -  -    ifl.    629 

Reguld!  Juris  €anan,  Adam  Rat,  1472,  folio,  in  the  Impe- 
rial Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    —    612 

,  Con/ltend,  peccata  sua,  ItaL,  1473,  4to.,  in  the  Im- 
perial Library  at  Vienna,  -  «  -  -    —    624 

Reperiorittm  Statut,  Ord,  Carth,,  4610,  folio,  u  the  Public 
Library  at  Caen,  -  -  -  -      i.    325 

Repert&rhtm  Foeabalor,  Exquuit.  Bettoldua,  Batle,  foHo,  m 
dote,  m  the  Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -    iii.  •  142 
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Reperivnum,  N,deAfiik,  1476,  folio,  in  the  Ubrtry  of  Gott- 

wic  Monastery,  -  -  -    iiL    432 

Rkhttrdsam  Peur,  Janot,  no  date,  4to«,  in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -     u.    325 

,  Bo^fiHu^  no  date,  4to.,  ttt  the  same  Library,  Wd. 

'    ,  chapbook, — at  Rouen  and  Cootances,      -      L    409 
Robert  leDmble,  Junot,  no  date,  4to.,  in  the  library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -     IL    326 

Romancero  General^  1492,  folio,  in  the  possession  of  Madame 

Debure,  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -     ii.    388 

Romanca,  MS,,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -         -     —    217-229 

,  printed,  in  the  same  Library,  -  -     iL    284-288 

,  in  the  Poblic  Library  at  Strasbourg,  -    iiL    64-6,&c 

,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Munich,  -    —    263,  &c. 

Romard,  1584,  folio,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Caen,  -      i.    337 

Ross  Roman  db  la,  MS.  xivth  century,  in  the  Royal  Library 

atParis,  .  .  .     ii.    224 

,  yerard,  no  date,  upon  vellum,  in  the 

Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -     —    285 

Roueioput  elegam,  Sfc,,  Pymon,  1523,  4to.,  the  author's 

copy,  afterwards  that  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  in  the  Public 

Library  at  Landshut,  -  -  -    iiL    337 

Ruberto  Quadrageiimale,  1479,  4to.,  in  the  Imperial  Library 

at  Vienna,  -  •  -    iii.    584 

S. 

Sacrambntarium,  8BU  M188A  Pap,  Greg,^  MS.,  Tith  cen- 
tury, in  tiie  Lnperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -    iiL    469 

Sallttstmi,  4to.,  edit,  prin,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,    —    499 
,  Gering,  ^,,   4to.,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 
Vienna,  -  -  .    .^    500 

Sanchez  de  Matrim,  Sacram.,  copy  in  the  chapter  Library  at 
Bayeuz,  i.  373,  in  the  Library  of  the  Lyc^  at  Bayeujc,     i.    374 

Sannazarii  Arcadia,    1514,  Aldus,  8to.,  Grolier's  copy,  on 
large  paper.  In  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -     il.    314 

Samnazariu*  de  porta  Firginii,    Aldi,  1527,  12mo.  in  the 

King's  Private  library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -    iiL    165 

Sajtoferrato  DtMptttationei  de — f^,  de  Spira,  1472,  folio,  in 
the  Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  .    -.    I43 

,  1470,  folio,  in  the  Public  Li- 
brary at  Munich,  -  -  -  .    -^    292 
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SevU  G,  de,  Decretalk,  1472,  folio,  printed  by  Adam  Hot,  in 
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Sfbrziada  La,  1480,  foUo,  upon  vbllum,  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Ptaris,  .  -  -  -     ii.    290 

Shifppe  of  FooU,  1509,  8vo.,  fmtUed  by  fF.  de  Worde, 
UPON  YBLLUii,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  P&ris,  -     u.    249 

SiBiLA,  &c.,  MS.,  xvth  century,  in  the  Public  libnuy  at 
Munich,  -  -  -    ni.    269 

Smmi  liaUcui,  Lover,  1471>  folio,  in  the  Maiarine  Library 
atPtais,  -  .  -    ii.    367 

• ,  in  the  Imperial  Ubrary  at 

Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    iii.    600 

' — ,  S.  andPannartz,  1471,  folio,  in  the  Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -    —    500 

Songe  du  Ferdier,  1491,  folio,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Rouen,      L    178 

Speculmn  Hum  Salv,  block  book,  in  the  RbyalLtbrary  at  Puis,     iL    256 

,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Stutt- 
gart,             -              -  -  -  .    iu.    146 

,  in  tlie  Imperial  Library  at 
Vienna,  -  -  -  -  -    —    631 

Spec,  Hum,  Salv,  1476,  foUo,  prinied  by  Rkhel,  in  the  Public 
Lilmu7  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -         -    —     61 

Spec.  Fit.  Hum.  1471,  folio,  G.Zeiner,  in  the  Public  I^rary 
at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -  -  -    —     62 

Speculum  Stultorum,  no  date,  4to.,  in  the  Public  library  at 
Caen,  -  -  -  -  -      i.    336 

Stathu  in  umm  Delphmi,  4to.,  two  copies,  in  the  Library  of 
the  Arsenal  at  Pkris,  -  -  -  -     ii.    323 

>  beautiful  copy  in  the  Library  of  Chremsmin- 

ster  monastery,  -  -  -    iii.    376 

Statutes  qf  Rick.  III.  Macklinia,  in  the  Royal  library  at 
Pfcris,  -  -  -  -     iL    278 

Stella  MeeMak,  1477,  4to.,  in  the  Public  library  at  Stras- 
bourg, -  -  •  -  -    iiL      59 

,  in  the  King's  Private  lilnwy 

at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -    —    164 

Stengdii  imag.  Sand.  August.  Sfc.,  et  Monasteriokgia, 
1619-20,  referred  to,  -  -  -  .    —    224 
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SUngelu  Montuteriohgia,  1638,  folio,  quoted,  -  -    ill.  d7B-9;  426 

SirambatH^"^  date--Ato.,  in  the  PabHc  Librwry  at  Munich,      *-    293 
Siephani,  R,  BibL  Lot.,  1656,  folio,  sealed  copy,  in  the 

Public  Library  at  Augsbourg,  -  -  -    —    234 
,  H,  Gkm.  Grmc,    1673,  &c.,  folio  — <?tifii  notii 

m$t:  Bodkarti,  copy  of,  in  the  Public  Ldbrary  at  Caen,    -      i.    336 
SueeeiiOip  Prodigoi  ie  Awmt^  1626,  4to.,  in  the  Library  of 

the  Arsenal  at  Paris,  -  -  -  -     ii.    330 

SueUMMUi  I.  ielAgmnmne^  1470,  folio — in  the  L&rary  of 

Ste.  Geneyi^re,  at  P^u^s,  -  -  -    —    348 
,  S.  and  Pammrtx,  1470,  folio-^  the  Imperial 

Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  *  -    iii.    600 

,  Jenmm,  1471,  4to.— in  the  same  collection,         -    —    ibid. 

-9  Reiiinger,  4to., — wUhaut   date,   in  the    private 


royal  collection  at  Stuttgart,  •  -  -    iiL    162 

Suidat,  Gr,,  1499,  folio — ^Lambecius's  copy,  in  the  Imperial 

Ubrary  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -  —  612 
' ,  copy  in  the  Library  of  the  Prince  of 

Tour  and  Taxis,  at  Batisbon,  -  Stygpiement,  xi. 

-,  1614,  folio,  Aldui-'Aargt  paper  copy,  in  the 


Royal  library  at  Pkuris,  -  -  -     ii.    316 

Syhii  JSnem  EpuUdte,  Koelhoff,  folio— 4n  the  Public  Li- 

Library  at  Strasbourg,        ,      -  -  -         -    iiL      62 

Sjfpperti  de  Finevaula,  Paris,  no  date,  4to. — in  the  Libruy 

of  the  Arsenal  at  Pbris,  *  •  •       *     ii,    326 
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Tacittii,  I.  de  Spira,  folio,  edit,  prin.,  in  the  Royal  Library 

at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -         -  iii.  141 

^y  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  —  600' 

Tauo,  Genualemme  Conquistata,  the  author's  autograph — in 

the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  —  482 

Teatro  Jeeuitico,  Coiinbra,  1634,  4to.,  in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Pteris,  -  -  -  -  ii.  322 

Terenthti,  MenteUn,  folio-^  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  —  606 

,  Ulric  Han,  folio— 4n  the  Royal  Library  at  Pwis,  —  291 

,Reinnger,  folio— in  the  Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart,  iii.  140 


-,  1472,  S.  and  Pannarix,  folio,  in  the  same  Library,  ^nd. 

-,  Cms.  and  Stoil,  folio,  in  the  same  Library,  -  ibki> 
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TereHintt,  Germr^^ngen,  1479»  folio  —  in  the  Library  of  Ao- 
fetior  Veesenmeyar,  at  Ulin»  -  -  -    iii.    194 

Teiiamentum  Novum,  GMei,  (1478,)  foHo,  eopy  pordiaaed 
at  Rouen,  -  .  -  •  •     iL      81 

,  HMmdieietRuu.,  1717,  Mio, 

in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  -  -  -     —    25U60 

,  Bokemki,  See.  xv  —  in  ^  Im- 


perial Library  at  Vienna,  -  .  .    IH.    492 
,  Gneei,  E^rum,  1616,  folio  — three  co- 


pies of,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Strasbourg,-  -  —     66 

-,  copy  o(  in  the  library 


of  Mr.  Hafiher,  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -    —      81 

-,  — in  the  Rug's  Fri 


vate  Library  at  Stnttgart,              -           -            -            -     —    1C3 
-,     R,    Stepktmi,    1660,    folio    


.  Diane   de    Poictiers's  copy  —  in  the  Royal  Utinry  at 
Paris,  -  -  -  -  -     a.    316 

Tewrdanckks,  1617,  foUo —  upon  ybllijii,  in  the  Library  of 
Stc.  Genevi^TC,  at  Pteis,  -  -  -  -     n.    362 

,  two  copies  of,  in 
the  Public  Library  at  Munich,  -  -  -    ill    297 
f                                                      ,  ditto,  in  the  Im- 


perial Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    629 

-,  in  the   Ubrary  of  the  Monastery 


of  St.  Florian,  -  -  -  -    iii.    391 

-,  upon  paper,  in  the 


possession  of  M.  Traiteur,  at  Manheim,  /^gitplememt,  1?. 

neoeritms,  Gr,  1493,  folio  —  unique  copy,  upon  large  pi^»er, 

in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  •  -  -      ii     316 

~-«. ,  ^lihu.  Or.  1496,  folio  —  in  the  Public  Ubraryat 

Rouen,  -  -  -  -  -      L    178 

Theopkroitut,  1497»  Or.  AUka — Diane  de  PoScders's  copy,  in 

the  possession  of  M.  Renouard  at  Paris,  -  -     ii.    396 

Thucffdide,   Gmrmant,  folio,   Ferard — upon   ybllum,  in 

the  Imperial  Library  at  A^enna — ^Prince  Eugene's  copy,  -  iii.  630 
TtMdeo  da  Ferrara,  4to.  fTtiktrnt  date,  —  hi  the  Imperial  li- 

bary  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    626 

TiTB-LiVB,  MS.  folio  ~  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris.    See 

Livius.  -  -  -  -     H.    216 

Tttjfrell  fy  P/artziral,  1477»  folio  —  in  the  Public  Library  at 

Strasbourg,  -  -  -  -  -    iii.      66 
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Tk^rM^Pfm9k^,\477,i^J^'^hiiSkAVMaic  Libwy  •< 
Uocblint,  -  -  -  -  -    iii     336 

inthe  Library  of  the  Mo- 
iiMt«i7ofSt.Iloriiii,  -  .    —    390 

■  in  tlie  library  of  Gdtt- 

wic  Monastery,  ...    —    431 

TounNAMSirrs,  Book  or,  MS.  XTth  century  —  in  the  Royal 
libniry  at  Pteis^  with  copper^;>late  portrait  of  J^m  Duke 
ofBrittany,  -  -  •  -     iL    225 

■  duplicate  and  nM»e  recent 

copy  of,  -  -  .  -  -     —    228 

■  another  MS.  of  the  same 
work,8vo.,               -  -  .  .        -     —    229 

Tm^Miui  d€  renenii.  Sic.  1473,  4to.— in  the  Libiary  of  Gott- 

wic  Monastery,  ...  .  -    iii.    432 
dedoctrmMdicendip  &c:  without  date, &o. — in  the 

Public  Library  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -    iii.      64 
de  PkUOe  C$mciL  6gn.,  1480,  Mio,  in  the  Impo- 

rial  library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  .     —    612 

Trebmnd^  Paris,  4to.  —  in  the  LilHrary  of  the  Arsenal  at 

FmtU,  .  .  .  .  -     iL    340 

Tristan,  MS.,  xifth  century,   in   the   Royal  Library  at 

Pbris,  -  .  -  -    —    220 

— — — —  ,  another  MS.  in  the  same 

Library,  .  -  -  -  .     —    221 

—  ,  a  third  MS.  in  the  same 

Hteary,  -  -  .  .  .  .     —    222 

— — ,  Oerm.  Sec*  xiu.,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Munich, 

with  wood^nit  iao-simfles,  -  -  t       -    iiL    2d34^ 
GaU.  Sec.  xin.,  in  the  Imperial  LilHrary  at  Vienna^ 

iirith  copper-plate  engraving,  -  -  -    —    476 

,  another  MS.  in  the  same  GoUeo- 


tion,  -  -  .  .  .    —    476 

Triaran,  Ferard,  folio— in  the  Imperial  Library^t  Vienna,  —  630 
TriikemU  AtMotei  Hirmmgieniei,  1690,  folio  --in  the  Library 

of  the  Monastery  of  Chremsminster,  •  •    —    381 

■■  ,  in  the  library  of  a 

Capuchin  Monastery,  near  Vienna,  -  .....    621 

TroffiJUt  de  Rojfi,  Paris,  no  date,  4to. — in  the  Library  of  the 

Arsenal,  •  -  -        ,      -  -      ii.    336 
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Tundall,  Fmo,  Germ,  4to.  in  the  Library  of  nt)fe88or  Veesen- 

meyer  at  Uhn,  -  -  -  -  -    fiL    194 

Turner,  Mr.  Dawum,  Tour  in  Normandp,  -  -     Pref.  x. 

Turrecremata  L  de  Medkathne»,  Uhic  Han,  1467,  folio  —hi 

the  Imperial  Library^  at  Vieima,  -  -  -    —    513 

■     ■  in 

'the  Public  labrary  at  Nuremberg,           -         Supplement,         zidt. 
,    1473,    in   the 


Library  of  Gdttwic  Monastery,               -  -  -    iiL    431 
,  the  same  edition 


in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -     —    492 

-,  In  Librum  Psabnar.  CracH  hnpr,  no  date— 


in  the  Public  Library  at  Munich,  -  -     —    294 


VAUiRiua  Maximub,  MS.  zvth  century — in  the  Imperial  Li- 
brsry  at  Vienna,  -  -  •  -     iii    473 

"■        ■  ,  Menielin,  foli<y— 4wo  copies  in  the  Pttb- 

licLibrary  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -     —     66 

in  the  Imperial 


Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    500 

—•----— —---^— -————---— ——  in  Ae  Royal  la-    . 


brary  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  •     —    140 

,  y.  de  Spira,  folio— in  the  Imperial 


Library  at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -  .     —    501 

,    Sckoejfher,   1472,  folio  —  upom 


VBLLUM,  in  the  same  library,  -  -  •    —  Hid. 
,  1475,  Ca$  fir  Stol.,  folio  —  in  the 


Ihiblic  Library  at  Caen,-  -  -  -  -      L    334 

-,  jdldui,  1534,  8vo.  Orolier's  copy. 


on  large  paper,  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Ptais,        -  -     ii.    314 

ralturhu  De  Re  MiHtari,  1472,  folio— in  the  Imperial  LBirary 
(Prince  Eugene'8  copy)  at  Vienna,  -  -  -    iiL    514 

,  //«/.  Remnger,   folio —  in  the 
same  Collection,  -  -  ...    —   «M. 

Faudevirei :  see  Basselin,  Oenbral  Index. 

Fie  dei  Pereiy  1486,  folio,  in  the  Public  Library  at  Rouen.    -      i.     177 

,  1494,  foUo,  at  Caen,  -  -  .     .-    334 
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rtrgiliui,  S.  ^  Pa$mafig,  (1469)  foHo-4n  the  Royal  Library 
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yhrgUms,  Meni^in,  folio  —  in  the  Library  of  Stc.  Gene- 

yi^ve— Gncomplete^  -  -  -  -     —    347 

in  the  Public  Library  at  Stra»- 

bonrg— 4ncomplete,  -  -  -  -    iii.      66 

— — — — — *-^-  in  the  Lnperial  library  at  Vi- 
enna, -  -  -  *  -    —    601 


1470,  ^.  de  Spira,  upon  ybllum,  in  the  Royal  Li- 


brary at  Pins,  -  -  -  -     —    267 
r,  UPON  VELLUM,  in  the  possession 


of  Messrs.  Treuttel  and  Wiirtz,  -  -  -     —    268 
f  npon  paper,  in  the  Royal  li- 


brary at  Ptoris,                 -  -  •  -    —   ibidL 

— ,  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vi- 


enna, -  -  -  -  -    iii.    601 
1471,  Sw,  and  Pannartz,  folio  —  in  the  Royal  Li- 


brary at  Ptais,                ...  - 

— late  in  the  Royal 


library  at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -    iii.     138 

-,  1471,  V.  de  Spiray  folio — in  the  Imperial  li- 


brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    601 
■.  ,  1471,  Adam,  folio-^late  in  the  Royal  Library 


at  Stuttgart,  -  -  -  -  -  -     .—    138 

— '• 1473,  L.  Achates,  folio  —  in  the  Imperial  li- 


brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    601 
P  de  Lavaf(m,  1474,  folio— in  the  library  of  Gdtt- 


wic  Monastery,  -  -         .      -  .  .     —    431 

1476,  Jemon,  folio,  in  the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna,     —    602 

Serwu  in  FirgUum,     Ulric  Han,  f(^o  —  Diane  de 


Poictiers's  copy,  in  the  Mazarine  library  at  P&ris,  -     iL    366 

Faldarfer,  1471,  folio  — in 


the  Public  library  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  -    iii.      66 

-.    IML  R.  in  the  Imperial  Li- 


brary at  Vienna,  -  -  -  -     —    602 

-,  1478,  Gering,  folio  —  in  the  Royal  li- 


brary at  Ptais,  -  -  -  -  -     iL    271 
Aldui,  1601,  8yo. — upon  ybllum,  in  the  Public 


library  at  Munich,  -  -  -  -    iii.    296 

VhrgUhu,  Aldus,  1606,  8vo.  —  in  the  possession  of  M.  Re- 
nonard,  bookseller,  -  -  -  -  -    iii.    396 
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rtrgUiUi,  Ital  H.L.de  CMn.  1476,  fotto-b  the  Library  of 
OOttwic  Monastery,  -  -  -        -      lii    431 

GalUei,  1586,  folio  — in  the  Pnblic  Library  at 

Cwsn,  .  -  -  .  .     L    337 

Vita  Chribti, MS.  in  the  Royallibrary  at  IWif ,  -     ii.    209 

Fita  SH.  Chtar,  Seko^fker,  1481,  4to.— late  in  the  pouesnon 

ofM.  Traiteur,  atManhdm,  -    SvpplmnmU,  It. 

ViTJi  Sanctorum,  MS.  Sec  xii, — in  the  Royal  library  at 

Stuttgart,  -  -  .  .  -    liL    149 

—  Dwerser,  Prmc,  et  TJfnm.  eum  Euir^pi^  Paulo  Dh- 
aamo,  b;e,  P.  deLaragna,  fdio  —  in  the  Library  of  Gdttvnc 
Monastery,  -  -  -  -        .      -    —    431 

ntruvku,  GnaUm,  1613,  8vo. — upon  vkllum,  in  ^  Library 
of  Ste.  Genevieve  at  Ftais  -  -  -  -     iL    362 

yocoMarkmBmUmm.H.deHamm^UXiC''^ 
brary  at  Strasbourg,  -  -  .  -    liL      62 


U. 

U^no,  T,  dg^  Sermonei,  pri$Ued  by  Gering^-An  the  Public  li- 
brary at  Vire,  -  -  .  -       L    447 

— ,  L,  de,  Quadragenmdlet  1471,  folio— in  the  library  of 
Chremsminster  Monastery,  -  -  -    liL    376 


W. 

mclilfU  Dialogic  1626,  4to.-^n  the  library  of  Phifesaor  Vee- 
senmeyer  at  Ulm,  -  .  .  .    _    194 

WiLLUBooDi  Sti.  Vita,  Auct.  Alcuino.  MS.  zith  century, 
in  the  Pkirate  Royal  library  at  Stuttgart,         -       -        .    —    161 

Z. 

^hUoiogmm,  without  date  —  in  the  Public  Library  at 
Rouen,  .  .  .  -  -      i.    176 
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OF  PERSONS, 
PLACES.  AND  THINGS. 


jiU^ciSt.  Oaea,  i.  69-78;   of  Jnmieget;  L  196-205;  of  8t  St^lieii, 

alCMD;  280^288;  of  theHolyTrinity^al  Gimii»  301. 
Aehermatm,  Mr.,  hk  extnunrdinary  copy  of  his  own  pnblicaidoii  of  Wett- 

minster  Abbey,  iiL  696. 

,  a  collector  of  medals  and  coins  at  Manheim,  Stqaplement,  M. 
Adam,  Mr.  attentions  to  the  anthor  at  Rouen,  i.  160 ;  and  at  Caen. 

,  a  printer  at  Virc.  i.  429,  449. 

ifipMOf^^vftcf,  his  account  of  Strasbourg  Cathedral  in  the  xvtii  eantury,  ilL 

24. 
4flra  and  Ulrk,  Su,,  Abbey  of,  at  Augsbourg,  iii.  220. 
ji^^nei  Sorel;  her  t(Mnb  in  the  abbey  of  Jumieges,  i.  201 . 

,  supposed  portrait  of,  in  the  collection  of  Q.  CraufVird,  iL  472« 
Agmtig  of  oar  Savnmr  m  the  Garden  of  Geihsemane,  representation  of,  al 

Laodshut,  iii.  339  ;  Tarious,  345;  at  Kopff,  near  Salzburg,  361 ;  at  the 

church  of  St.  Mary,  at  Vienna,  557 ;  in  a  church  at  Neiimarkt,  Supple^ 

meni,Tm» 
Albert,  Madame,  opera  singer,  at  P&ris,  iL  516-7. 
Albert,  Duke,  his  fine  collection  at  Vienna,  iiL  599;   monument  erected 

by  him  to  the  memory  of  his  Duchess,  iiL  558. 
Albert  Dmrer,  his  productions  at  Nuremberg— the  street  called  after  his 

name,  with  copper-plate  Tiew  of— his  tombstone — and  high  character  of, 

Sapplemeni,  xm,,  zxyI.,  zL  ;  destruction  of  his  diary,  zxjdiL,  pictures  of 

in  KlosterHdlbronn,  zli?-T. 
Aleaander,  late  Mr.,  aUusion  to  his  talents,  iii.  33. 
Allan,  Sir  Alexander,  Bart.,  late,— tribute  to  his  memcffy,  iiL  171. 
w^ifoMf,  fish  so  called,  L  194. 

AkoMum,  Principalis  Abbot  ci ikt  mcmmmry  oi  (Mkimk,  In  Austria,  his 

O 
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hospitable  reception  of  the  author,  iH.  433,  kc,  his  book  presents,  436; 

his  autograph,  439. 
AUace,  entrance  within — and  description  of  the  country  so  called,  iL  561-3; 

ii.  551-^ ;  See  also  Vosgen. 
Aliatktn  poetry,  ui.  9(V92. 
AUoiing,  town  between  Munich  and  Salsburg>— singular  place  of  worship, 

iii.  340,  342. 
Amherger,  ChrUidpher,  pictures  by,  at  Augsbourg,  with  cc^y  of  the  head  of 

Melanchthon  from,  iii.  215, 6. 
Ambmse  Cardinal,  monument  of  unde  and  nephew,  in  the  cathedral  at 

Rouen,  i.  54,  60 ;  high  characters  and  anecdotes  of,  ibid, 
Ambrau,  collection  of  armoury  from  the  castle  of,  in  the  little  Bel?edere  at 

Vienna,  iii.  567. 
AmyoU,  Mr,  Thomoi,  his  dissertation  on  the  Bayeux  tiqi^estry,  i.  383, 385: 

his  poetical  composition,  385. 
Andriatsi,  Gem,  conunander  of  the  artillery  at  the  capture  of  Vienna,  aaeedoCe 

of,  iii.  611. 
Andrieu,  his  great  talents  as  a  medallist,  ii.  465-7. 
Ann  0/ Brittany,  account  of  her  copy  of  the  HmtmB.  M,  Firgimi^  vndi 

copper-plate  engraving  of  her  portrait,  ii.  188,  201 ;  her  copy  of  Catberine 

deSemt,  1500,  folio,  315. 
Ansbach,  arrival  at,  and  interview  wkh  Comte  DnBchsel,  S^tpkmeni,  xlv. 
Aniiquitie9,  National  and  Miscellaneous,  at  Puis,  iL  494,  502. 
Apponi  Count,  his  library,  with  intended  sale  of  a  portion  of,  iii.  601 ,  603. 
Arbuthnot,  Dr.  Charlee,  lale  President  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Janes,  at 

Ratisbon,  with  portrait  of.  Supplement,  xiiL 
Arc  Jeanne  i*,  account  of  her  sufferings,  i.  95-8— her  ancient  and  present 

statue,  99. 
Arch,  Meters.  J.  and  A.,  booksellers — ^in  possession  of  a  fine  copy  of  the 

supposed  first  edition  of  the  German  Bible,  from  the  puMie  library  at 

Landshut,  iii.  335. 
Argues,  village  and  castle  of,  near  Dieppe,  i.  26,  31.     « 
^rsenal,  library  o^  at  Paris,  ii.  320 -*  collection  of  miUtary  stovea  at  Vieona, 

iii.  569. 
Artaria,  printseller  at  Vienna,  ill.  605;  Dom,,  bookseller,  printadkr,  and 

banker,  at  Manheim,  Supplement,  Iii.;  his  collection  of  pictures,  lit; 

his  kind-hearted  hospitality,  11  v. 
Arts,  Fine,  presentstate  of,  at  Pkvis,  iL  502-14 ;  at  Nuremberg,  Supplemeat, 

xxxviii. 
Ascension  Day,  ancient  custom  on,  at  Rouen,  i.  66. 
Atticus,  a  book  collector — his  library  alluded  to.  i.  358;  his  vi«t  to  P^ffis,  ii. 

446. 
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AooiBOORO :  entrance  Into,  iii.  208  ^  appearance  of  the  hauBts,  ibi  K ;  mMg- 
nificent  hotel  of  the  Three  Negr^ee,  202;  its  gallery  of  pictures*  with 
specimens  of  the  catalogue,  describing  them,  written  in  the  English 
language,  203;  the  Town  Hall,  206;  the  Pictore  Qallery,  206;  ancient 
splendour  of  the  City,  218;  abbey  of  Sta.  Ulric  and  Afir%  220;  the 
martyrologkal  roll  of  Augsbourg,  221 ;  trade  of  Angsbourg,  224;  fortU 
cations  and  environs,  225 ;  the  public  library,  with  account  of  some  of  the 
rarer  books,  &c,  226,  235;  society  of  the  Rev.,  •  *,  at  the  table  d'hdtc^ 
of  the  inn,  238-9— departure  from  Augsbourg,  239. 


B. 

Baber^  Rev.  H.  H„  honourable  mention  of,  by  the  Baron  Von  Moll,  ilL  309. 

Bahbn,  near  Rastadt,  arrival  at,  iii.  lOi;  its  hot  baths,  105;  monnments 
in  the  principal  church,  106-8;  sabbath  occupations,  108;  master^iager 
and  his  niece,  109:  the  mall,  110 ;  evemng  walk  to  an  adjacent  convent, 
with  the  Elder  Schweighsenser,  HI;  castle  in  the  vicinity  of,  1 15. 

Bagiier,  Mr,,  his  mteoded  eAtion  of  a  Polyglot  BiUe  aUnded  to,  iii.  606. 

Barbery,  abbaye  de,  ms.  collections  relatingto— 4n  the  royid  Library  at  Paris, 
ii.  240. 

Barbier,  Mr.,  private  librarian  of  the  King,  ii  371  ;  portndt  of,  and  an 
account  of  his  works,  976^7;  his  present  to  Eari  Spencer,  380. 

BarthblemiiateMbi,  bust  of-*-in  the  oolleetion  of  Q.  Cranfurd,  ii.  471. 

B0r/«^Z>M^,  town  on  the  road  to  Strasbourg,  iL  634. 

Barttek,  /.  ^dam  de,  Aulic  counsellor,  and  dn-ector  in  chief  of  the  In^crial 
Library— his  kind  reception  of  the  anihor,  and  furtherance  of  his  views. 
Hi.  447, 451,  536;  his  portrait,  448;  his  talents  appredated,  604. 

Baeeelin  Oiwier,  see  Otieier  Baaelm, 

Bmmia,  entrance  into  the  territories  of,  and  forests  of  fir,  iii.  200. 

Batvux:  catiiedral;  ordination  of  priests  and  deacons;  crypt  of  the  cathedral; 
a  mysterious  interview^!.  345, 358 ;  visit  near  St.  Loup, 359 ;  M.  Phtqoet, 
iqpothecary  and  book  vendor,  364-5 ;  visit  to  the  Bishop,  369 ;  the  chi^ter 
Hlnrary,  370, 374 ;  College  library,  374 ;  account  of  the  Bayeux  tapestry, 
with  vignette  and  phUe,  375,  387;  agriculture  and  trade,  387,  &c.;  ms. 
papers  and  drawings  relating  to  the  hbtory  of,  in  the  Royal  Library  at 
Pkuis,  U  241^. 

BemuiUne,  ruins  of  the  abbey,  near  Lillebonne,  i.  223. 

Beeket,  Thoma$-a,  ms  collections  relating  to,  ii.  236-8. 

Bedford,  John  Duke  of,  his  monument  in  the  catiiedral  at  Rouen,  i.  53;  his 
Breviary  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  ii.  176,  185. 

BM,  ike  great,  at  Rouen,  i.58;  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  23;  at  FVeysfaig,  iii.  327. 

Belvedere  Palaces,  great  and  small,  at  Vienna,  iii.  567, 573. 
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BSfHird,  Mr.,  printMUer  to  hb  Mi^etty,  •!  FHrti,  iL  607$  opfattoaatevl  titt 

eagmiliip  of  dM  D«ke  ttf  WdKllgl•l^  ami  tff  te 

6M. 
Berg^6ui  Die,  attam^xmry  kdle^  to  eftlled»  pofonned  m  tfae  aAoite  of 

^eiiiift,iiL679,682. 
BmrnfiMtf,  St.,  old  prim  of,  ii.  514A6. 
Bmmnk,  •  Biskiiigbir--diiided  to,  L  410. 
Bemkard,  M.,  one  of  tfas  pidiHe  librwittM  at  Mwairii  $  ld»  MMiugiaipiuMl 

tidents,  and  kind  attentions  to  ike  author,  vL  266, 8ia 
MaMoarl,  Abb^  Mfl  fiterary  diaiaoter  aiMl  attaehmeot  to  D^ 
Beff9chlag,  Rector,  public  librarian  at  Augsbourg,  iii.  2S6;  negoliBtioii  witii, 

about  the  punfaue  of  certain  booki,  5328. 
Bibiiophilei,  lei,  a  sodety  so  called,  at  Buis,  iL  447-9;  lift  of  tfaa  meabeia 

of  the  same  sodety,  449;  symposium  given  by  ^  soeiely  to  Eari  j^peneer, 

4^,460. 
BmJmg^,  see  Book. 

BimM,  an  aotiqnar,  or  scUer  of  old  books,  aft  Vlemia^  ffl.  606. 
BiockofMhem,nmrKM,  miztnrsof  seeli  iftthaolittichof^ii.  IQM. 
IHsMnl,  old  castle  at,ts  ^  taay  to  Strasbowg,  iL  647. 
B/^MtfAtfMM0f,  aft  Paris,  copper  ^a«oof,  iL  409. 
JMMiMii,  battfe  of,  aMaded  to,  ifi.  184. 
Block 9^4,  cii»-<H»iginal--4f  ^  jnrfth  iiiimiijr    yiiiftasd  of  thacngiftcii 

of  the  pubfieUbracy  aft  Aiiyhowi,  iii.  29%^ 
Blore,  Mr.  K,  his  takntSias  an  artist,  allttioiao,  Fr^lam,  irfiLf  i  360;  A#» 


B^CMge,  accoant  of  the  coimtry  s»  cslle*'  in  Hw  vicinily  of  Vire,  iafte- 

maiidy,L423,449. 
Boecoecio,  WaUkrfer,  1471;  sale  of,  L  236;  see  BniaooRAnucAL  Ixpbz. 
Bockart,  Samuel,  natire  of  Caen,  hb  books,  (many  of  tiiem  with  ma.  aoftss) 

inthepvblic  librarrat  Caen,L326,  336. 
BockertHle,  St.  Ueorgeo  do;  tiBage  and  chnreh  of,  L  198,  190;  monastery 

andmairafiictoryat,L  191. 
BMec,  town  of,  in  Kormandy,  i.  223 ;  the  chmch,  and  songs  of  die  yoong 

Savoyard  there,  223^;  anecdote  connected  iherewitli,  227-8;  cnviionsof 

Bdbec,228. 
Bonaparte,  anecdote  of  at  St.  Diiier,  &.  632;  of  him,  and  Marshal  Lasaes, 
iii.  308;  reoeptionof,  at  the  monastery  of  Gottwic,  ^  4M ;  character  of 

his  son,  at  Vl«[ina,  674. 
Booh,  numbers  Of,  in  public  libraries  at  IWs,  H.  369. 
Book^indhg,  aodent,  at  Paris— with  three  copper  plaftes,  and  one  vignette 

of  the  exteriors  of  some  of  the  more  andent  cBptychs,  il.  14^7.;  modem, 

at  Fteb,ii.  411,421. 
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BtBk  Pilfe»f»w,  Bl  Rimeiv  L  Itt8il60.   j  -    i      '  t     ^  ' 

BmkMet^  ti^xmnfi.  I49ii5li«*  Hs9fe,K'3«^SMi«l  GBCBi^aSM^al 

Bajeox,  363 ;  ftt  Oontances,  412; al  Vire, 429 ; al  Fnlaue,  iL  48-56 ;  ^ 

dttMM;  •«  NuMtf,  Ml;  ft»  fltratbouiit,  ttL71j  «c^8ctugttt;^l^;-il 

Miinicfa,  299:  at  Vieiiiia,6(U»;  at  Nuremberg,  iS^fi^jE^^  >    - 

Bpoiey,  Mr.jun,  bookseller,  his  repiAfioation  of  the  i%ii«tiu  of  0«Mft  «ind^ 

mended,  iii.  121;  his  manual  of  the  eurioiWesof  Niiv6BAeig,»L9aod 

qwdnea  of  Kldnfs  dnmmgi,  St^jfiemeni,  lox-xxziK.  ^  ' 

B&uuet,  portrait  of,  hy  P.  de  Ghanqpagne,  it  475. 
B^utgmeMe,  feopogr^her  of  CSaea;  extnKti  fwmk  has  woik,  vid  wood-em 

portndta^i  294*7. 
Boukvardi  at  Pbris,  with  copper-jdate  of  Ihe^BookyardsItaltefie,'^!!.  76*80. 
JtaF^rMii,  lAr  £^db*,  book*hinder  at  Paris,  IL  414. 

*  the  Yom^er,  do.  416.  ... 

Br^  2>,  Iff.,  public  librarian  at  Stuttgart  —  anecdotes  and  character  iiH  VH, 

131,  133,  171,  181. 
BreM^  Seneschal  ttfr;  husband  of  Diane  de  P^ictien^^tais  tomb  (iMi  eil^ 

graying)  in  the  Catfaodral  ef  Rouen,  i.  60-1. 
Brial,  Dom,  lus  residence,  library,  and  literary  diaraot^^  ii»  423-489$  lili 

portrait,  428;  symposium  with  him  and  the  Abb4Beteiiea«r^  ^1^16.       ^^  '* 
Bridge  across  ike  Rkme,  near  Strasbomg-— impMtance  of,  iii.  8. 
Bstqf^  Av»  his  aafaiurtei  descr^^n  of  the  Prater,  at  Vtenna,  iii.  M63  hH 

account  of  the  present  state  of  Nioreaibe^g,  Skpplewienis  p.  xM. 
Briitaiq^,  JoknJ}uke^,partniiLtd,u.  225;  Ann«f  Brittany^-Me  jAm.  >  ^ 
BrunetFOs,  /.  C,  bookseller  at  Ftois,  ii.  397;  character  of  his  ipuMlesttevs, 

d9&^«)0rinternew  with  Esri8peiM!er»  400.  .     t 

Bur^rsiatr/^Mtf,  fine  pictures  by,  at  Augsbourg,  in.  212-ai6.      . 

-■•  if 

C. 

OMmI  42^  iUMstto*  al  Paris,  iL  136 ;  des  Estampes,  ii^ 

Cabn;  approach  to  the  town,  i.  259.  Account  of  its  soil,  manufiictpries, 
^  population,  apd  environs,  i.  26l-267i  costume  of  the  common  womjen^ 
with  vignette,  and  co^er-plate  of  the  FiUe-de-Chamhre,  266;  desperate 
duel  fought  there,  269-273 ;  antiquities  of  the  town,  273;  streets  and  houses 
o^  with  QOffyi^ji^BX/t  Tignettitf,  275^;  ftuittains  of,  279;  abbey  of  St 
Stfli^bent  with  view  of,  280-288>  tomb,  portrait,  imd  palace  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  284-292;  supposed  figure  of  do,  293;  church  of  St.  Dar- 
netal,  vnth  copper-plate  view,  295-7;  portrait  of  Bourgpieville,  the  histo^ 
nan  of  Caen,  with  extracts  from  his  work,  294-299 ;  account  of.  the 
Abbaye  aia  Dames,  or  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  301-5:  castellated  buildings, 
306;  the  Abb6  de  la  Rue,  309;  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  at  Caes^  308; 
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Mods.  Lamouroiix,  310;  Pierre  Ahski  Ltir,  311 ;  pmttn,  and  Manuftls  of 
laftrnctioii,  316^1  j  bookselleny  32M ;  description  of  tiie  Pu^ 
with  account  of  the  booki,  324-340|  Hst  of  portiiitt  in  the  same,  327;  pro- 
testant  ehnrdi  and  preachii^,  341 ;  coarts  of  jnttioe,  342. 

CaOoi  Jacgue»»  original  portrait  of,  in  the  coQection  of  Mr.  Q.  Gmofiird, 
a.  479. 

CMlvimsU,  ravages  committed  by  —  at  Ronen,  i.  49»  56,  82,  —  at  Caen,  281, 
287,335,— at  Bayenx,  366. 

CambaciHi,  Jrchbhkop;  of  Rouen,  i.  68. 

Campbell,  Mr,  his  Poem  of  '*  Hohoilinden  *'  aDoded  to,  in.  325. 

Cawtcn,  specimens  of  his  sculpture  in  the  collection  of  the  Marquis  de  Som- 
mariva,  ii.  4^6-489,  in  the  palace  at  Stuttgart,  iU.  Ifi8;  his  tomb  of  the  Du- 
chess Albert,  at  Vienna,  in.  568,  Sec. 

CanMtadi,  near  Stuttgart,  description  of,  iii.  177. 

.dyimckm  (wweni,  at  Vienna,  iii.  563 ;  in  the  suburbs  of,  caBed  the  Rossau^ 
619. 

CtuiUwMlls,  remains  of,  at  Rouen,  i.  154 ;  — at  Caen,  i.  306;  at  Nuremberg, 
Suppiemeni,  xviii. 

CtaeekUmi ;  see  cktqhbooh,  and  Bibliographical  Indbx. 

Cathmime,  M^ni  Sie.,  at  Rouen,  view  from,  i.  116-120. 

Caiharine,  S$e.,  chapel  of,  in  Strasbourg  cathedral,  witii  copperplate  of  a 
group  of  women  at  prayers,  in  the  same,  iH.  32.—-  engraving  of  die 
Saint,  from  an  illuminated  MS.  in  the  Imperial  Library,  at  Vienna,  liL 
469. 

CatMUa^nd  FroieHmM,  contror^vy  between,  at  Strasbourg,  in  the  xvth 
and  xnth  centuries,  iii.  5-10. 

Cathedral— of  Rouen,  with  a  pUite,  i.  50;  of  Caen,  with  a  pkte,  i.  282;  of 
Coutances,  with  a  plate,  i.  409;  of  P^s,  iL  95;  of  Stirasboui^,  with  a 
plate,  iii.  12  ;  of  UUn,  with  a  plate,  191;  of  Munich,  242;  of  Freysing, 
with  a  pUite,  325-7;  of  Vioma,  with  a  plate,  547^  of  Ratisbon,  Suppi. 
viii. 

Caudebec,  village  near  Rouen;  i.  206-215 ;  copper-plate  view  of,  208 ;  church 
of,  209-10;  description  of  a  ready  furnished  house  to  let  at,  212-14 ;  ap- 
pearance of  the  tide  coming  in,  212. 

Cemy,/breit  of,  in  Normandy,  i.  392. 

ChaloHiswr  Mame,  town  on  the  road  to  Strasbourg,  ii.  530. 

ChamtUi  M.,  instrumental  to  the  surrender  of  Strasbourg  to  Louis  XTV.  iii. 
8-10. 

Champ  de  Drop  ^Or,  basso-relievo  representation  of,  with  engraving,  i.  100-2. 

Chap-booki,  at  Rouen ;  including  Catechisms,  Romances,  Manuab  of  instruc- 
tion, &c.  i.  134-148,  410. 

Chapiei  of  the  Virgin,  Hymn  so  called,  ii.  531. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PLACES   AND   TOINGS.  Iv 

Char^^  Mr.  bookieller  at  Puis  ii.  400.— portndt  of»  wHh  some  pAitieulars 
rdatmiif  to,  400-403. 

CkmrUaan^  at  St.  Lo,  vignette  of,  i.  dd4— account  of,  395. 

Charlemagne,  book  of  prayers  bdonging  to,  in  the  PrivMe  library  of  the  King 
of  France,  with  foe-simile  of  the  figure  of  Ghrist  therelrom,  iL  372^. 

,  a  similar  book  in  the  library  of  Chremsmhtster 
Monastoy,  iii.  378. 

CkaHet  the  Bald,  his  Latin  BiUe,  Psalter,  and  Prayer  Book,  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Pkffis,  ii.  166-163. 

Chateaagiron,  le  Marquis  de,  president  of  the  Society  of  Bibliophiles  at  Psiris, 
ii.  449. 

Ckepke,  Du,  M.,  curator  of  the  print  room  in  the  Royal  library  at  Ftou,  ii. 
140 ;  his  opinion  respecting  the  supposed  original  wood-cut  of  St  Christo* 
pher,  of  the  date  of  1423,  ii.  143. 

Chevalier,  M.,  Librarian  of  Ste.  Genevi^e  library,  ii.  343. 

Chrkmsminstbr,  town  and  Monastbrt  of,  account  of  a  visit  pud  to  the 
latter,  with  a  description  of  the  Monastery  and  of  its  library,  iii.  370-381. 
Journey  from  Chremsminster  to  Linz,  381-3. 

Christopher,  St.,  wood-cut  of,  of  the  date  of  1423— at  Ptois,  ii.  143  —disqui- 
sition upon  its  genuineness,  143-145 ;  ancient  wood-cut  of  at  Munich,  iiL 
277. 

Chch,  at  Strasbourg — formerly  much  celebrated,  iii.  33. 

CiiOSTBRNBUBURo  M0NA8TBRY,  near  Vienna,  account  of  a  visit  to,  with  a 
description  of  the  Library  of,  iii.  613-619. 

Cheis,  figure  of,  on  Strasbourg  Cathedral,  iii.  15-17- 

auny,  HStel  de,  at  P&ris,  ii.  118. 

Colbert,  le  Mimstre,  his  book  passion :  portrait  of,  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Q. 
Oranfurd,  ii.  477. 

Colmar,  a  town  near  the  Rhine,  supposed  place  for  early  t3^ographical  pro- 
ductions, iii.  96. 

Colonmes,  HStel  des,  rue  de  Richelieu,  ii.  128*;  Supplement,  bdi. 

Cond^,  village  of,  between  Vire  and  Falaise,  ii.  3. 

Coney,  Mr.  his  graphic  talents  alluded  to.  Pre/,  viii : — iii.  42. 

Cof^euionai'm  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen,  i.  72-3 ;  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Stephen, 
at  Caen,  i.  283;  at  Granville,  419. 

Conrad  de  lAchtemberg,  the  founder  of  Strasbourg  cathedral,  iii.  17. 

ComeHle,  plaister  figure  of,  at  Rouen,  L  163. 

bust  of,  at  Mr.  Q.  Craufurd's,  ii.  471. 

Cotman,  Mr,  references  to  his  engravings  of  the  ardutectural  antiquities  of 
Normandy,  i.  199,  281,  301,  397;  u.  13. 

Cotta,  M,  bookseller  at  Stuttgart,  iii.  119. 

CovTANCBs ;  approach  to,  i.  403 ;  the  town,  403 ;  the  Cathedral,  and  view 
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tnaa  tiM&M,  4OM06;  omDlMr  of  yowflr  dorgy,  and  eoB^^  «tt413; 

comeUnessofthe  womea,  408 ;  aocieBt  aqaiBdocty  408 ;  coppcr-yhte  nwr 

of  the  Mfiiediict  aiMl  cAtfaednl.  409 ;  BM^^-^^ 

tlie  Public  Lilinry,411;b<xduKUcfi,  413;  ms.  ceUeedoBi  lebtb^  to»n. 

231-236 ;  aodeal  tapetlry  btkiaging  to  the  cedMdnl,  237. 
Oi^M^,  Jtfi-.  celebnted  printer  U  Pteie,  iL  406^10;  hie  Smnemn  ^ 

Landra,  407 » biblkigni^hksal  sympoeiinn,  409 ;  Medame,  meatioo  o^  Hid, 
OmcfJUi,  at  Dieppe,  wi& o^iper^lato,  i.  7;  at  Faliiee,  iL  22; at  VifiBbwf; 

nearLandflhut, iiL 340;  at  St.  P5lteii» 419 ;  near  Nwembeii:,  »9pkmeai^iL 

old  cepper-plate  eagraving  of,  bon^t  of  Baron  DerBcfaan  at  do.  zaodr. 
Cfj^t  in  the  chnreh  of  St.  Gervab,  at  Rouen,  L  85;  of  Bayenz  ealhednl, 

349$  of  the  Ahbaye  anx  Dames,  at  Caen  303,;  of  Straabomgcalhedral,  iiL 

37 :  of  the  cathedral  of  Rneyring^  with  copper-pbtet,  iii.  334-7. 

D. 

Dmmecher,  sculptor,  at  Stuttgart,  ui.  172-176 ;  observations  upon  hb  bwt  of 
Schiller,  t^tdL 

Ikumbe,  theri?er,  from  Linz  to  ^enna,  appearance  of,  near  the  Monastvy  of 
Mdlk,  iil.407;  nearthat  of  Gdltwic,  422 ;  nearthatof  GkMtemenburg,  613- 
14 ;  at  Straubing,  SupjdemmUt  iv.-v. 

Ihvid,  a  PlEonsian  artist,  his  picture  of  Cupid  and  Psyche,  iL  482;  his  sup- 
posed skill  in  drawing,  502 ;  remarks  upon  his  picture  of  the  Horatii  and 
Curatii,50a4. 

Debute,  Mean.  booksellerB  to  His  Majesty,  at  Pbris,  ii.  387-9.— JAuCbm;  har 
?ery  choice  collection  of  books,  ii.  388. 

Denm^M,  (now  Baron) ;  his  anecdote  about  tiie  Bayeux  Tqiestry,  L  386;a 
guest  at  the  Roxburglie  banquet,  442 ;  account  of  his  collection  of  curioaltlM, 
prints,  and  pictures,  453-461 ;  of  his  library,  4(i2-464;  his  portrait,  from  the 
bostofBosio,  459. 

Dereehm,  Amsti,  bis  curiodties  at  Nuranbeig,  Svppl.  xsxE-t. 

Dmmpert,  celebrate<l  engraver  at  Pbris,  ii.  504-5.— His  opinion  of  te  BritfA 
school  of  engraving,  iL  51 1. 

Dkme  de  Poieiierst  anecdotes  of,  at  Rouen :  i.  62-5 :  several  books  belonging 
to,  in  thePublk  Library  at  Ca3n,  i.  338-40,  in  the  Royal  library  at  Fsls, 
ii.  291-2;  293,  315, 316,  317,  in  the  library  of  Ste.  Oene^ve,  H.  366;  her 
eaie-knile,  with  engraving,  iL  493 ;  ^igraving  of  h^  bust,  497;  her  par- 
trait,  in  ihA  collection  of  Mr.  Q.  C^wifurd,  ii.  478. 

Dkbi,  Ffnmn,  celebrated  priitferat  P^ris,  ii.  405;  his  letter-lbmidery,  Mi. 

DnpffS:  passage  from  Brighton  to,  L  1-8:  fisheries  at,  11-13:  rise  and 
progress  of  the  town,  13;  wantof  good  polk^  15:  eogravingBof  i 
17-25 :  eofMvkf  ef  wax  eradiz,  20 :  oiqpraTl^  of  1 
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on  entrance  of  the  harbour,  8:  chnreli  of  St.  Jacques,  19;  service  therein, 
21 ;  church  service  at  St.  Remy,  23 :  engraving  of  Rile  de  Cliambre, 
32";  locd  advantages  of  Diept»e,  34-3. 

Dletmojfr,  Bertholdus,  Restorer  of  die  Monastery  of  llf5lk,  account  and 
eopper-pkte  engraving  of  the  portrait  of,  ffl.  415. 

DSigence:  at  Dieppe,  i.  16,  37,  38;  hi  Germany,  IB.  201. 

Diptych,  ancient,  in  the  Royal  Lthrary  at  Ptais,  with  two  copper-plate 
engravings,  ii.  146,  147;  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  widi  a  cop- 
per-plate engraving  of  St.  Jerom,  upon  the  same,  iii.  460. 

DUier,  St,,  town  in  the  road  to  Strasbourg,  anecdote  of  Bonaparte  when 
there;  U.  632. 

Douee,  Mr.,  in  possession  of  a  bronze  medal  of  Louis  XII.,  H.  135.— Ids  col- 
lection, referred  to.  Supplement,  xxxv. 

Dreu»,  between  Falaise  and  P&ris,  ii.  65;  churches  and  ruins  of  casdes,  66-7. 

Droileriet,  m  eculptwre,  on  the  outside  of  Strasbourg  cathedral,  iii.  25-29. 

Drury,  Rev.  Henry,  in  possession  of  a  MS.  of  the  cathedral  service  at  Rouen, 
of  the  xiiith  century,  i.  170;  of  a  copy  of  Cicen/i  Offices  of  1465,  upon 
YiLLUM,  from  a  private  collection  in  the  Vosges,  iu.  70. 

Ihtciatf,  village  of,  1.  194 ;  anecdote  of  the  innkeeper  and  his  daughter, 
194-6. 

Duel,  desperate  one  fought  at  Caen,  i.  269-272. 

Dnputel,  M.,  a  book-collector  at  Rouen,  i.  155;  specimens  of  his  poetical 
compositions,  155-8,  182-3. 

Dnrmnd  de  London,  M.,  an  active  member  of  the  Society  of  the  BihlkphUes,  at 
Fkris,  IL  447. 


E. 

Earthquakes,  fr^uency  of  at  Strasboui^,  iii.  39. 

Ebner  Family,  and  Codea  Ebneriamt,  at  Nuremberg,  Suppl,  joucvL 

Eklm$9  the  celebrated  antagonist  of  Lutl^v— hia  chairj  ck^  and  coUeotiMi  ^ 

tracts  by,  preserved  in  the  Public  Library  at  Landshut^  iiL  336. 
Emmeram,  St.  Monastery  of,  at  Ratisbon,  SuppL  x. 
Engelhardt,  M.  at  Strasbourg,  his  work  connected  with  the  Miane-SiBgen, 

iiL  90,  91,  120. 
Engraoing,  French  school  <^,  preceded  by  notices  of  a  few  of  the  laete  «iie- 

brated  engravers,  ii.  504-511. 
Engravings,  number  and  value  of,  in  the  Imperial  Idbrary  at  Yiamu^  iiL 
.  451  ^  in  the  private  collection  of  the  Emperor  of  Au8tiia»  598^.in  thft  odU 
.  lection  of  the  Duke  Albert,  549. 
j^m,  ^.  post  town  between  Unz  and  Vieona*  iiL  404^:  jmSend  duiiiyihe 

advance  of  the  French  to  Vienna,  ibid, 

H 
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Epernay,  distingmshed  far  itt  cbaiiipap;iie  wine  —  aoeedote  of  the  Pmsnaiis, 

when  passing  through  this  town,  ti.  529. 
Etfel^m,  John,  his  description  of  HaTre,  i.  242 :  of  HoBfleur,  i.  253 ;  <tf  Mont 

Ste.  Catherine,  at  Rouen^  i.  116. 
Eugene,  Prince,  his  book  benefiwtions  to  the  lBa)ierial  Library  al  Yienna,  lu. 

452,  &c. 
Euikiche,  Si.,  church  of,  at  IWis,  ii.  97. 


Falaise  ;  approadi  to,  iL  9:  Hdtel  of  the  Grand  TVrv,  9-10;  copfer-plate 
yiew  of  Falaise  castle,  10;  c^per-plate  vignette  of  the  castle,  as  it  appeared 
two  centuries  ago,  11 ;  copper-plate  vignette  of  one  of  the  capitals  of  the 
pillars  in  the  same,  13 ;  general  description  of  the  castie,  13-19;  cfanreh  of 
Ste.  lYinit^  21-5;  return  of  Louis  XVIIl.  celebrated,  23;  maan^Mture  of 
wax  candles,  25 ;  mansion  and  hospitable  treatment  of  the  Comte  de  la 
Fresnaye,  26-30;  drarch  and  Mr  at  Ouibray,  in  the  ndghbourhood,  2SS\ ; 
supposed  head  of  William  die  Conqueror,  with  engraving,  33-36 ;  chnrdi 
and  place  of  St.  Oervais,  36-40;  account  of  M.  Langevin,  the  hbtorian  of 
Faluse,  with  copper-plate  vignette,  40-46;  temperature  and  situation  of, 
47 ;  fountains,  ib. ;  printers,  48-56 ;  booksellers,  56 ;  celebration  of  the 
fite-dieu,  59-62;  Hdpital  G^^ral,  62;  departure  in  a  diligence  for  Paris, 
63. 

Fauitui  {the)  of  Goeihe,  account  of,  with  £sc-simile  wood^^mts  ftx>m,  iii.  120^ 
130 :  reference  to  a  more  particular  account  of  in  Mr.  Baldwin's  Magaiiae, 
iii.  121. 

FUU,  Abbi,  librarian  to  the  Chapter  Library  at  Bayeux,  L  370. 

FUle  de  Chmnbre,  at  Dieppe,  engraving  of,  i.  32 ;  at  Caen,  etufraving  of,  i. 
268;  at  Nuremberg,  engraving  of.  Supplement,  Ixiv. 

Ftre-^ifarki,  at  the  Prater,  near  ^enna,  iii.  588. 

FUcheim,  Fan,  bookseller  at  Munich,  purchases  from,  iii.  303-5. 

floeon,  M.,  head  librarian  of  Ste.  Oenevi^ve,  ii.  343. 

Floaian,  St.,  Monastbrt  of  —  visit  to,  and  account  of  the  building, — 
church,  library,  saloon,  and  picture  gallery,  iii.  387-404;  description  of  the 
Abbot,  388-9;  antiquity  of  the  monastery,  397. 

Font,  in  a  chureh  at  Salzburg,  iii.  349 ;  in  the  church  of  St.  Sebald,  at  Nu- 
r^nberg.  Supplement,  zx. 

Fontaine,  de  la,  village  of,  near  Rouen,  i.  193. 

Foroit,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baden,  iii.  103 ;  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
H^lbronn,  Supplrment,  xlvi. 

Forster,  Mr.,  celebrated  engraver  at  Pbris,  ii.  507. 

Foaard,  M.,  sub-libriirian  at  Rouen,  i.  161. 
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Fauniains,  at  FRhise,  iL  10-47 ;  «t  Puis,  ii.  1 10-1 14  ^  at  Angsbourg,  iii.  180 ; 

at  Yienna^  iii.  642. 
Rrgna,  (Fhdiks)  AMttme,  banker  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  745-^o«pitality  and 

liberal  conduct  towards  the  author,  75,  77»  97«8* 
f)rancis  /.,  his  yillum  copy  of  the  Commentaries  of  Budaeus  (his  tutor) 

upon  the  Greek  language,  in  the  Ro3ral  Library  at  Pkuis,  ii.  295;  his  copy 

of  the  Aldine  Greek  Bible  upon  thick  paper,  ii.  313 ;  portrait  of,  in  the 

Loufre,  and  in  the  collection  of  M.  Q.  Craufiird,  ii.  472 ;  engraving  of 

the  bust  of,  iL  496, 
Fhmciican  C<mvent,  at  Vienna,  iii.  564. 

F^reemtUonry,  account  of  its  rise  and  progress  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  88,  90- 
French,  national  character  of,  ii.  517,  520. 
Freres,  Messrs.  booksellers  at  Rouen,  i.  149. 
Freinojfe,  Comie  de  la,  residing  at  Fftlaise — ^his  literary  amusements  and 

kind  attentions  to  the  author,  ii.  19,  25,  30,  37. 
Freffemg,  visit  to;  the  church,  crypt,  (with  copper  plate  engravings  of  pillars 

in  die  latter)  and  adjacent  library,  iii.  325,  329 ;  M.  Mozler,  bookseller  at, 

ibid. 
F\urth,  a  town  near  Nuremberg,  excursion  to.  Supplement,  xli. 
/Wf  and  Gutenberg^,  original  depositions  relating  to  the  lawsuit  between 

them,  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  53^ 

G. 

Gaertner  Corbinian,  librarian  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Peter,  at  Salaburg,  iii. 

354-5. 
Gail,  M.,  one  of  the  curators  of  the  Royal  Library  at  Pbris,  ii.  150;  his 

literary  character,  and  editions  of  Thucydides  and  Xenophon,  430,  433 ; 

his  verses  recited  at  the  Roxburghe  banquet,  445. 
Gallefy  ^f  Pictures^  at  Rouen,  L  162-4;  of  portraits  at  Caen,  i.  327;  at 

Augsbourg,  iii.  203,  206 ;  at  Munich,  249  ;  at  Vienna,  571 ;  at  Nurem- 

berg,  xxviii. 
Gaecon,  ancient  book4>inder  at  Paris,  ii,  412. 
Geisler,  M.,  beautiful  engraver  at  Nuremberg,  Supplement,  i.  xl. 
Geiilingen,  town  near  Ulm,  curious  adventure  at,  iii.  182. 
GenevOve,  Ste.,  nauvelleEgliie  de,  ii.  99,  100;  librarjof,  342,  362. 
Gerard,  M.,  portrut  painter  at  Paris,  remarlcs  upon  some  of  liis  pictures,  ii. 

503. 
Germain,  St.  des  Pris,  ii.  97 ;  aux  Auwerroit,  98;  destruction  of  the  old 

library,  iL  284. 
German  character,  friendliness  of  disposition  of,  iii.  198 ;  622. 
Gervaig,  St.,  church  of,  at  Rouen,  L  85 ;  at  FBlaise,ii.  36;  at  Paris,  ii.  96. 
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Getter,  John,  a  edebnted  reformer  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  5,  3S. 
Gilgen,St,,  Tillage  near  Gmunden — night  adventure  at,  iiL  363. 
Giiies,  Sl,  village  between  St.  Lo  and  ContaDcca    advcntore  tiiere,  i.  401. 
Gmunden,  lake  and  village  of,  iii.  367-9 ,  journey  from  Omnnden  to  Gbmis- 

mineter,  iii.  370. 
GoTTwic  Monastbrt;  appproach  and  visit  to    wth  an  aooomit  of  die 

church,  library,  saloon,  and  hospitable  reoeption  at,  iii.  422, 440;  oopper- 

I^ate  engraving  of  halt  of  pilgrims,  in  the  approaeh  to,  421-2;  the  same, 

of  a  portion  of  the  same  party,  on  their  nearer  approadi  to  the  monastery, 

433. 
Gtn^et,  account  of  Ids  biMiographical  labours,  with  portrait,  ii.  37B-9. 
Gourdin,  Mr.,  chief  librarian  of  the  public  Library  at  Rouen ;  i.  161. 
Grahame,  Mr.,  commendadon  of  his  poraa  called  "  ike  Sabbath,**  ii.  105. 
Grammoni,  Cominse  d!»— portrait  of,  in  the  collection  of  Q.  Granfiird,  iL 

473. 
Granville,  town  in  Normandy,  i.  417,  419. 
GrenvUle,  Right  Han,   T,,  his  library  alluded  to,  i.  337;  H.  262;  264; 

316;  iu.  68;  616. 
Griffiths,  Dr,,  about  to  establish  a  stereotype  press  at  Vienna,  attention  to 

the  author.  Supplement,  vii. 
Grolier,  books  formerly  in  the  library  of,  ii.  312, 314. 
Groiier,  Mbi,  chief  librarian  of  the  library  of  the  Arsenal,  iL  320 
Grotius,  portrait  of,  in  the  collection  of  Q.  Craufurd,  ii.  472. 
Gruber,  Af^mmu,  M.,  librarian  to  Count  Apponi — his  bibliographical  aid, 

iii.  601^. 
Guerin,  M.,  his  picture  of  Diana  and  Endymion,  iL  483. 
(ruibray,  in  the  vicinity  of  Faluse — church  andftir,  H.  28,  31. 
Guides,  publications,  rarity  of,  upon  the  continent,  tu.  178. 
Gumey,  Mr.  {Hudson)  his  dissertation  on  the  Bayeux  tapestry,  i.  382. 
Gutenberg,  spot  at  Strasbourg,  where  his  first  operations  virith  the  press  are 

supposed  to  have  been  carried  on,  iii.  7S ;  see  F\ut. 

H. 

Haffner,  M.,  a  protestant  d^^y™*"'  ^  Strasbourg-^iia  library,  iiL  77*  80. 

HaUes  de  Commerce,  at  Rouen,  i.  89,  92. 

Hammer,  Mr.  a  celebrated  orientalist,  at  Vienna,  iii.  604. 

HamUton,  Mr.,  charg6  d'affiures  at  Stuttgart— his  kind  attentions  to  the 

author,  iii.  134,  168. 
Hapsburg,  Rudolph  Count  of,  one  of  the  benefiMrtors  towaida  the  btdWng 

of  Strasbourg  Cathedral,  iiL  17. 
Harfleur,  in  the  route  to  Havre,  i.  239. 
Hartenschneider,  M.,   Professor — ^in  the  monastery  of  Chremsnunster* 
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hk  kind  attentions  to  the  author,  iiL  374,  Sec ;  his  opinion  o£  our  more 

celebrated  writers,  380. 
Hoilewood,  Mr.  J,,  historian  of  the  Roxbuighe  Club,  iL  446* 
HAyRB,  road  from  Rouen  to— and  view  of  the  latter  from,  i.  187-3  ^  ap- 
proach to  the  town,  239,  &c.  ^  descrq>tion  of  the  town  and  environs^  242, 

260. 
Heber,  Mr.,  his  library  alhided  to,  iiL  381. 
mbert,  M.,  public  librarian  at  Caen,  i.  324,  328. 
Heerdegen,  M.,  bookseller  at  Furth,  visit  to,  and  purchases  from.  Supple- 

ment,  xli. 
Hbidelbbro,  description  of  the  pahice,  or  castle,    with  engravings  of. 

Supplement,  xlvii  i  of  the  great  Tun,  xlix. ;  visit  to  the  public  library,  L 
Heilbronn,  near  Heidelberg,  Supplement,  xlvi. 
Henry  IL,  King  of  France,  his  triumphal  entry  into  Rouen,  i.  63-4;  Ids 

death,  \h%d,\  books  in  the  public  library  at  Caen,  i.  338,  &c. ;  at  Paris,  ii. 

311,  317;  bronze  bust  of,  in  the  collection  of  the  late  Q.  Craufurd,  471. 
Hewri  IF,,  College  de,  near  Ste.  Genevieve,  ii.  353. 
Hemrde,  Ahbeu  of  Landeberg,  account  of  a  ms.  by  her  called  Hortui 

Delicutrum,  iii.  52. 
Herman,  King  of  Hungary,  sec.  zii.  his  psalter  in  the  private  library  of 

the  King  of  Wirtemberg,  iii.  159.  \ 

Hermann,  M.,  a  literary  gentleman  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  77 ;  See  Bibliogba- 

PHiCAL  Indbx. 
Heu,  M.,  Ph)fessor  of  design,  and  engraver,  at  Munich,  his  amiable  dia- 

racter,  iii.  313,  316. 
Hibbert,  Mr.  George,  his  copy  of  the  tSforsiada  alhided  to,  iL  291. 
Hohefdinden,  plains  of— seen  from  the  top  of  Freysing  catiiedral,  iii.  327. 
Holbein,  John,  father  of  Hans  Holbein— pictures  by,   at  Augsbourg,  iii. 

207,  211. 
Hommartin,  village  in  the  road  to  Strasbourg,  iL  548. 
Honfleur,  passage  thither  from  Havre — and  departure  frt>m  thence  to  Caen 

in  the  Diligence,  L  251-5;  description  of  the  country  from  Honfleur  to 

Caen,  L  256,  260. 
Hook,  jibbi,  late  librarian  of  the  Ste.  Genevieve  library,  ii.  363^. 
Hotel  demie,9XP9sis,u.  89 ;  de  Soubise,  at  Paris,  ii.  90;deCluny,atPuis, 

ii.  118 ;  at  Stuttgart — ^with  copper-plate,  iii.  136. 
Houdan,  between  Dreux   aid  Pbris,  with  copper-plate  vignette  of  the 

castle,  ii.  69, 70. 
Houses,  old,  at  Caen,  L  277 ;  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  61-2. 
Hulmandel,  M.  €.,  the  excellence  of  his  lithographical  publications,  iii.  319. 

I. 

lUyricui  Quirinui,  Pope  and  Martyr,  copper-plate  of,  iii.  223. 
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Inttitute  at  ParU,  deacription  of  the  library  of»  ii.  370 ;  skiing  of  the  aodety, 
ii.429. 

Inderlambach,  near  the  lake  Gmundeny  iii.  366. 

Isabey,  M.,  his  painting  in  a  copy  of  Oasian,  formerly  bekmging  to  Bona- 
parte, ii.  376. 

Isckel,  near  the  lake  Gmunden,  iii.  365. 

Ivory  manufactures,  at  Dieppe,  i.  18  -,  at  Geielingen,  iii.  182. 

J. 

Jacques,  St,,  church  of,  at  Dieppe,  i.  21. 

Jacques,  head  waiter  at  the  Hdtel-Vatel,  at  Rouen,  i.  185. 

Jaquotot,  Madame,  her  eminence  as  a  punter  in  enamel,  ii.  500-502. 

James,  St.,  monastery  of,  at  Ratisbon,  Supplement,  xii. 

Jews,  at  Bischofisheim,  iii.  102;  at  Furth,  Supplement,  xlii.,  &c. 

John,  King  of  France,  ori^nal  portndt — with  cooper-plate  of,  ii.  140. 

Joseph  II.  Emperor  of  Austria,  character  of,  iii.  564. 

Jouhert,  M.  bookseller  at  Coutances,  i.  413. 

Judges,  at  Rouen,  i.  106 ;  at  Caen,  343-4. 

Jumieges,  description  of  the  abbey  of,  i.  196-205. 

K- 

Karlsruhe,  near  Rastadt,  iii.  1 16. 

Kensmgtoman  acquaintanee,  met  at  Strasbourg,  UL  84. 

Keusf,  /.  and  H.  Messrs.,  their  gnqphic  talents  conunended,  Pref  ix.  in.  42. 

Klein,  M.  librarian  of  the  monastery  of  St  Florian,  liL  388,  &c 

Klein,  M.,  distinguished  artist  at  Nuremberg,  with  copper-plate  fto-simSes  of 
his  drawings  and  engravings,  Supplemeni,  xzxriii-zL 

Koberger,  Anthony,  the  famous  printer  at  Nurembeig,  hb  office,  &e.  SuppL 
xxii-iii. ;  bronze  head  of  his  nephew  John,  in  Hkt  possession  of  the  vsAfit, 
xxiii. 

Kooh,  late,  one  of  the  celebrated  literary  characters  (^  Strasbourg,  iiL  4?. 

Koch,  M.,  a  book-collector  at  Manheim,  Supplew^ent,  !▼. 

Kopitar,  M.  one  of  the  librarians  <tf  the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna,  m.  448- 
9 ;  his  opinion  of  the  antiquity  of  a  Qennan  vcnion  of  the  Bible,  462. 

Kopf,  yiUi^  near  Landshut,  iiL  361. 

Kraemer,  M.  Augustus,  librarian  to  the  Prince  of  Tour  and  Taxis,  —kind  at- 
tentions of  to  the  author.  Supplement,  x-xv. 

L. 

Lacquais  de  Place,  at  the  H6tel  Vatel  at  Rouen,  i.  43-183. 
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Lair  Pierre  j^imi,  M,,  at  Caen ;  Ms  patriotic  zeal,  and  kind  attention  to  the 
author,  i.  ^1 1-315 ;  his  parting  farewell  at  Bayeux,  i.  356. 

Lamauraus,  M.,  botanical  professor  at  Caen,  i.  310. 

Landshut,  arrival  at,  with  anecdote  of  its  capture  by  the  French,  iii.  329;  ac- 
count of  the  books  in  the  Public  Library,  removed  thither  from  the  Uni> 
versity  of  Ingoldstadt,  330 ;  copper-plate  engraving  of  street  scenery  seen 
from  the  library,  333 ;  the  chur  and  doctor's  bonnet  of  the  celebrated 
Eckius,  kept  in  the  Public  Library,  iii.  336 ;  opinion  of  a  jHrofessor  of 
botany  at  Landshut,  respecting  Shakspeare,  iii.  338;  church  of  St.  Martin, 
the  highest  in  Bavaria,  339. 

Langlis,  M.,  one  of  the  head  librarians  of  the  Royal  Libn^  at  Paris,  ii.  151 ; 
his  literary  and  social  qualities,  438,  &c. ;  his  praise-worthy  conduct  during 
the  revolution,  441. 

Laenes,  late  Marskai,  anecdote  of  and  Bonaparte,  iii.  306. 

Laugier,  a  dbtingmshed  engraver  at  Paris,  ii.  508. 

Laurent,  M.,  distinguished  punter  at  Paris,  ii.  520. 

Lays,  M.  an  Opera  singer  at  Strasbourg,  iiL  83. 

Lecrine,  ^^&M,  printer  at  Rouen,  L  133. 

Lemonadier,  at  Rouen,  engraving  of,  i.  109. 

Lenoir,  M.  keeper  of  the  monuments  in  the  Rue  de$  Petite  j^ugtutim^-com- 
mendation  of  his  work  ugon  the  same,  ii.  107-9. 

Leeni,  M.,  book-binder  and  poet,  at  Paris,  iL  412^21. 

LevrauU,  M.,  a  celebrated  printer  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  95. 

Lewis,  Charles,  bookbinder;  his  talents  alluded  to,  i.  367;  ii.  189,  245,  262, 
399, 421. 

Library,  Public  ;  at  Rouen,  i.  161-179;  at  Caen,  i.  324-340;  at  Bayeux,  i. 
371 ;  at  St.  Lo,  i.  396;  at  Coutances,  411 ;  at  Vu%,  446 ;  at  Paris  —  the 
Royal,  ii.  128^18;  the  Arsenal,  318-341 ;  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  342-362;  the 
Mazarine,  362-368;  private  library  of  the  King,  371-380 ;  at  Strasbourg,  iii. 
50-69;  at  Stuttgart,  136-165;  at  Ulm  (the  Chapter  Library),  187;  of  Augs- 
bourg,  227-235 ;  at  Munich,  257-297 ;  at  Freysing,  327 ;  at  Landshut,  331-3 ; 
at  Salzburg,  (monastic)  354 ;  at  Chremsminster  monastery,  374 ;  at  St.  Flo- 
rian  Monastery,  391 ;  at  Molk  monastery,  409 ;  at  Odttwic  monastery, 
427 ;  at  Vienna,  451,  &c. ;  at  Clostemeuburg,  614 ;  at  Ratisbon,  Suppl.  xiv. 
at  Nuremberg,  SuppL  xxiii-v. 

Library,  Private;  of  Messrs.  Le  Prevost,  Duputel,  and  Reaui,  at  Rouen,  i. 
153, 155, 158 :  of  a  gentleman  near  Bayeux,  i.  361 ;  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  70- 
77;  of  Professor  Veesenmeyer  at  Ulm,  193;  ofProfessorMayat  Augsbourg, 
229 ;  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  at  Vienna,  iii.  589-599 ;  of  the  Duke  Al- 
bert, at  ditto,  599 ;  of  Count  Fries,  at  ditto,  600;  of  Count  Apponi,  at  diUo, 
601 ;  of  the  Prince  of  Tour  and  Taxis,  Supj^.  x. 
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Lichtmberger,  M,,  the  typograplucal  antiquaryy  at  Strasboni]^;  his  book 

donation  to  Earl  Spencer,  iii.  79,  80. 
LigfMn^  M.,  celebrated  engraver  at  Paris,  ii.  506. 
IMlebotme,  town  of,  in  Normandy,  i.  217 ;  ancient  castle,  21 7>  221 ;  inn  of 

the  Three  Negroes,  222. 
Lintg  or  Lhuf,  a  town  in  Austria,  brief  description  of,  iiL  383^;  jonmey 

from  Linz  to  St.  Florian,  iii.  386-7* 
LUhographp^  as  practised  at  Paris,  iL  513;  at  Munich — ^its  excellence  there, 

ill  317, 320. 
Lo,  Si.,  between  Bayeux  and  Coutances,  i.  393 ;  anecdotes  of  itinerary 

charlatans,  mth  a  copper-plate  vignette,  394-5 ;  library  of  the  hotel  de 

ville,  396 ;  principal  parish  church,  397 ;  ancient  strength  and  history  of 

the  town,  399. 
Louis  XII,,  gold  medal  of,  in  the  Cabinet  des  M^dailles  at  Paris,  ii.  133 ; 

portndt  of,  from  an  illuminated  MS.,  214. 
Louis  XIF,,  manner  of  taking  possession  of  Strasbourg,  iii.  10. 
Louis  XFIIL,  homage  paid  to,  at  Rouen,  L  182-3;  his  return  to  FVanoe, 

celebrated  at  Falaise,  ii.  23;  his  patronage  of  Madame  Jaquotot,  the 

enamellist,  ii.  500. 
Loup,  Si,,  visit  to,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bayeux,  i.  359. 
Loiharius,  Emperor,  his  copy  of  the  Gospels,  ii.  163-6. 
Louvre,  description  of,  ii.  84-5. 
Lucas  Cranach,  extraordinary  specimens  of  his  piunting,  in  the  citadel  at 

Nuremberg,  Suppiemeni,  xxviii. 
Luther,  Martin,  his  hymn  sung  by  children  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  54 ;  his  mo- 
nument by  Olunacht,  iii.  98;  collection  of  tracts  relatmg  to  his  contro- 

versy  with  Eckius  kept  in  the  pubUc  library  at  Landshut,  iii.  336 :  portnut 

of  his  wife  at  Nuremberg,  Suppiemeni,  xxviiL 
Luttembourg  gardens,  and  palace  of,  ii.  94,427. 

M. 

M*,  Lieutenant,  meeting  and  parting  with,  416,  417' 

Mack  General,  hi^  treachery  or  cowardice,  in  the  surrender  of  Ulm,  iu.  184. 

Maclou,  St,,  church  of,  at  Rouen,  i.  80-2. 

Mackenzie,  Mr.,  his  beautiful  drawings  of  the  Cathedrals  of  France,  Preface^ 

viii-ix. 
Malherhe,  view  of  his  house  at  Caen,  i.  278 ;  medal  struck  in  honour  of  him, 

312. 
Manhbim  ;  arrival  at  the  Golden  Fleece,  now  so  called :  visit  to  Dom,  Artark, 

and  friendliness  of  his  reception;  hb  collection  of  paintings,  &c.,  and 

extensive  business;  book-collectors  there;  the  public  gardens,  and  oki 
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IMkce;  ciltafe  of  grapes  in  the  Mighboofbood ;  joorneyfrom  Madieim 

to  Paris ;  Suppiemeni^  lii-lxn. 
Magdalen,  statue  of  the,  by  Canora,  ii.  487»  &c. 
Manowrjf,  Sen,  andJun.,  bookseUers  at  Caen,  i.  322-3. 
Manshn  Ceiard,  books  printed  by— in  the  Royal  library  at  Puis,  ii.  280. 
MmvauM,  riDage  of,  near  Rouen,  i.  197. 
Marmkm,  Robert  de,  his  arms,  u.240. 
Martin,  Fran^,  a  singular  bibliomaniac  at  Caen,  i.  325;  his  copy  of  the 

Athenm  Ncrmamiorwm,  326-6. 
Mary,  Queen  e/ Scots,  portrait  of,  ii.  477 ;  altar  of  gokl,  bebng^io,  nofr 

in  the  palace  at  Munich,  iii.  248. 
Masiord,  celebrated  engraTer  at  Paris,  ii.  505. 
Maujfer,  an  a&dent  printer  at  Rouen,  i.  123. 
MammUan  the  Great,  adventure  of,  wpon  the  top  of  Ulm  cathedral,  191 ; 

his  own  copy  of  the  Tewrdanckh  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  iii. 

529. 
May,  Profeeeor,  public  librarian  at  Augsbourg,  iii.  226 ;  purdiase  of  books 

from,  229. 
Mazarine  Library,  description  of,  ii.  362,  368. 

Maxarin,  Cardinal,  portndt  of,  in  the  collection  of  Q.  Cranfurd,  ii.  477. 
Meaum,  cathedral  of,  ii.  526. 
Mhgwd,  M.,  printer  at  Rouen,  i.  129,  132. 
Melanektkon,  his  portrait  when  young,  from  an  origipal  picture  by  Christ. 

Amberger,  at  Augsbourg,  iii.  215-6;  literary  pieces  of,  collected  at  Nu^ 

remberg.  Supplement,  xz?i. 
Mercatar,  Guido,  book  printed  by,  in  the  public  library  at  Vire,  i.  447. 
Mercier,  St,  lAger,  Abbt,  some  account  of,  with  engraving  of  his  portrait, 

ii.  353,  362. 

,  his  posthumous  labours,  ii.  360,  378. 
Met%,  briefly  described,  on  the  road  from  Manheim  to  P^is,  Supplement,  lix. 
Millin,  M,,  one  of  the  curators  of  the  royal  library  at  Paris ;  his  dissertation 

upon  the  medal  of  Louis  XIL,  ii.  134 ;  his  literary  character,  433,  438 ; 

library,  434 ;  symposium  at  Paris,  435 ;  preservation  of  national  antiquities, 

437 ;  writes  the  account  of  the  Roxburghe  banquet,  444 ;  his  death,  and 

portrait  of,  522,  524. 
Minne-Singers,  or  love  poets,  history  of,  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  90. 
Missai,  MS.,  several  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  ii.  202 ;  in  the  collec- 
tion of  M.  Denon,  ii.  462 ;  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart,  iii.  152; 

in  the  Royal  Library  at  Munich,  iii.  270;  in  the   Imperial  Library  at 

Vienna,  iii.  465. 
MiieeaU,  printed,  copies  of  at  Rouen,  i.  165 ;  at  Caen,  336;  at  Bayeox, 

373, 375 ;  St.  S^ver,  421 ;  in  the  Library  of  the  Arsenal,  ii.  323. 
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MdLKy  in  Austria,  Monastbut  or— Aooonnt  of  a  visit  to  the  same,  mA  a 
description  of  the  interior,  (including  the  library  and  dnirdO  and  a  copper- 
plate engraving  of  a  view  of  the  exterior,  and  of  ^be  portrait  of  Berdidid 
Dietmayr,  the  restorer  of  the  mcmastery,  m.  ^K)6^  41S;  anecdote  of  the 
FVench  here,  on  their  march  to  Vieiina,  414 ;  monastery  revisited,  on 
return  from  \^enna,  Supplement,  v. 

Moil,  Baron  Fan,  one  of  the  curators  of  the  Poblic  Libsary  at  Muni^  ffi. 
306,  &c.  $  excnrsicmto  his  villa,  307. 

Monasteries:  St.  Peter,  at  Salzburg,  ui.  349,  356;  of  Chraasmmster, 
370,  381;  St.  Floriaa,  387,  404;  Molk,  406,  418;  Odttwic,  ^62,  &e. ; 
Olostemeuburg,  613-9;^  Capuchins,  619,  &c. ;  Sts.  Emmeram  and  JaaMs, 
Ratisbon,  Suppiemeni,  x-ziv. 

M&ntauiier,  J,  L,  dmeheue  de,  portrait  of,  in  the  eollecdon  of  Q.  Oanfvd, 
ii.  473. 

Monimarenei,  Coiile,  at  TancarvUle ;  description,  and  copper-plate  view  o^ 
i.234^. 

Mare,  Sir  Tkamat,  his  copy  of  the  work  of  Raaei  apui  ehgtmt,  he,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Eckuis — ^in  the  Public  Library  at  Landshnt,  iii.  337. 

Mareau,  Utte  General,  commendation  of  by  Baron  Von  MoU,  ui.  308. 

Marin,  ancient  printer  at  Rouen— his  device,  i.  1S3-4 

Marteua,  the  AbM,  public  librarian  at  \^,  i.  445. 

Mautan,  M.  Le,  Cur4  of  St.  Trinity  Chmrh,  at  Fslaise,  ii.  20, 25. 

Majfiant,  Mr.  late  public  librarian  at  Caen — some  account  of*  i.  328,  &c., 
his  mission  to  search  libraries,  330 ;  at  Bayeux,  372;  at  Falaise,  ii.  19. 

Mazier,  M.,  bookseller  at  Freysing,  iii.  328. 

Munich  ;  appearance  of  the  city,  population,  &c.,  iiL  241 ;  the  cathedral,  242; 
fine  monument  in  the  choir,  242 ;  church  of  St.  Michael,  243;  of  St 
Caetan,  245 ;  palace  of  Maximilian,  246,  249;  pkture  gallery,  249, 252; 
palace  of  Schleisheim,  252;  public  garden,  253;  a  threatening  sUmn,  254 ; 
market  women,  with  cc^por-plate,  255  ;  the  public  library,  251— nlescrq^ 
tion  of  the  MSS.  and  rarer  printed  books,  259—298;  book  acquisitions, 
and  booksellen,  299,  306;  curators  of  the  pnblk  library,  306,  313;  M. 
Hess,  engraver,  314-5;  M.  Nockher,  316:  lithography,  317- 

Mjfstiriaui  interview,  with  Stranger,  at  Bayeux,  i.  357,  363. 

N. 

Nanct;  iq;)proach  to,  ii.  537;  description  of,  537,  545;  copper-plate  views 
of  the  old  and  new  gates,  538;  public  garden,  by  moonfight,  539;  the  ca- 
thedral, 539 1  churches,  540;  booksellers,  541;  Le  Dngon  Rouge,  542; 
public  library,  543. 

Neander,  Bttchael,  the  friend  of  Budaeus,  portndt  of,  iii.  353. 
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NHtmarkt,  a  post  town  between  Landshot  and  Altoting,  iii.  340;  between 
Ratiabon  and  Nuremberg,  SuppUinentt  xvi. 

Nejf,  iaie  Mankait  spot  where  he  was  shot,  ii.  427. 

,Niek0ki,  Si.,  vilkge  near  Nancy,  ii.  545. 

Nockher,  Afr.,  banker  at  Munich — his  kind  attentions  to  the  author,  iii.  316-7> 
355. 

NuBBMBBitG;  approach  to,  ^Stgi^pJMKfi/yZvii— copper-plate  vignette  of  a 
portion  of  the  walls,  xyiii— of  a  townswoman  met  in  the  vicinity  of,  xix; 
appearance  and  population  of  the  town,  zx ;  description  of  the  diurches, 
with  copper-plate  views  of  the  interiors  of  St  James  and  St.  Mary,  jdz, 
zzUj  of  the  public  library,  zziii;  of  the  citadel,  xzvi,  zzz;  of  the  town 
hall,  xxz;  decay  of  art  and  commerce,  zzxi;  writers  i^K>n  the  antiqui- 
ties and  customs,  &c.,  of  the  town,  xviii,  zz;  supposed  residence  of 
Anthony  Koberger,  the  fteunous  printer  of  Nuremberg,  in  the  xvth  century, 

^  zzii,  &c. ;  the  curiosities  of  Baron  D^vchau,  zzzii,  zzzv ;  negotiation 
for  the  Codea  Ebnerianui,  a  Greek  ms.  of  the  New  Testament  of  the 
xiith  century,  zzzvi;  present  state  of  the  fine  arts  at,  zzzviii,  zl ;  anti- 
qiuty  of  some  of  the  bookselling-establishments,  xli ;  excursion  to  ArM, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of,  and  purchase  of  books  of  Heerdegen,  a  book> 
seller  there,  zli-ii ;  gaiety  of  sabbath  costume,  xliii  -,  departure  from,  to 
Manheim,  zliv. 

O. 

Oberlin,  one  of  the  celebrated  literary  characters  of  Strasbourg,  iii.  45-6,  90. 

OdiVo,  Klama,  Mr.,  librarian  at  the  monastery  of  Gdttwie,  iii.  422. 

Ohmachi,  sculptor,  at  Strasbourg,  iii.  47, 97* 

Olwier  Baskeiin,  price  of  a  copy  of  his  Vaudevires,  i.  322;  copies  of  that 
work  in  the  public  library  at  Caen,  337  ;  some  account  of  that  work,  and 
of  its  author,  433,  444 ;  original  MS.  of,  in  the  possession  of  a  private 
gentieman  at  Bayeux,  364;  copy  of,  presented  to  the  author  at  Vire,  433, 
&c. 

Organ,  in  the  church  of  St.  Godard,  at  Rouen,  i.  83;  in  the  abbey  of  St. 
Ouen,  i.  75;  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen  at  Caen,  288;  at  Goutances, 
404;  at  St.  Germun  des  Prbi,  at  P^s,  ii.  98;  in  the  cathedral  of 
Strasbourg,  iii.  36 ;  in  the  church  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Florian,  399. 

OtUey,  Mr.  W.  Y.,  his  fine  collection  of  engravings  alluded  to,  iii.  600; 
Supplement,  zzzvi. 

Often,  St.,  abbey  of,  at  Roueu,  i.  69,  78;  refectory  attached  to,  77. 

Ouiify,  P<nU,  village  between  Vire  and  Faluse,  ii.  5. 

P. 

.  P  • .,  Ct^m,  R.  N.,  pleasant  fellow-to«veller— -met  at  Nancy,  ii.  539;  and 
at  Strasbourg,  iii.  98. 
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Pdaii  di  JhutiM,  utBioaen,  I  108,  S^PfekisAoyri,  st  Aria,  ii^«-8. 

PalM  Bernard,  Falenee -plate  by^  ii.  494. 

Palloi,  Mi.,  Vice  IViiidf«l  Ofthe  moMalery  at  Malk^-liiftluBd 

the  oathor,  iii.  413,  &c 
Paper  and  printing,  ordinary,  at  Paris,  iL  410 ;  at  VieiiBa,  in.  610. 
Paris;  approach  to,'li.  73-5;  the Boulevardi,  wMi  a  eopper-plate  fiew  t£ 
rfbtMwikmrdi Ikdiem,  76,  80;  the  Tliiiileries,  80,  84;  Cban^M  Elya^ 
•    ai;  Mais  Rarya^,  81-2;  C^(^de8iiillktx)loiiiie8,  82;  Jardindea  Ptaotes, 
83;  Louvre,  84^;  Bridges,  87;  Halle  vox  m^  88;  Ex^ange,  89; 
Hm^  Scmbite,  98;  Street  Scraery,  91,94;  Notre  Dame,  95;  St.Qer- 
vais,  96;  St.  Eustache,  97  ;  St.  Germain  des  Pk^,  97;  St.  Germain  aaz 
Auxerrois,  98;  the  Sorbonne,  99;  the  new  Ste.  Generi^ve,  or  Fandieon, 
99,  100;  St.  Sulpice,  100;  theOraloire,  103;  St.  Rodi,  103;  PAasomp- 
'-•  tiOff,  104;  St.  Philippe  da  Ronle,   104;  a  Parisian  sabbath,   105;  mo- 
numents in  the  Rue  des  Petits  Augustins,  107;  Fountains,  110,  114; 
topographical   works  upon,  115,  117;  Hold  ^de  Gluny,  118;  old  and 
>'  'fliji^elii  Fatii^  119,  120;  andent  manners,  onstoms,  and  hxsdi^  of  Paris, 
120,  127;  general  description  of  the  Royal  Library,  128, 148;  the  public 
^*  Itbrariitts,  134,  150,  151;  Cabinet  des  MedaHh^  196,  137;  Oabinet  des 
'  '  £Mamp«s,  138,  144;  aeoovnt  of  the  illuminated  MSS.^  155, 245;af  the 
early  prmted  books  in  the  royal  coUeedon,  846^  318 ;  library  of  the 
'-^  Im^ndXi  318, 341 ;  Library  of  Ste.  Genevi^  341^  353;  Abb6  Meitte 
>     Satbt  L^ger,  late  librarian,  354,  362;  the  Maxariae  Library,  362,  368 
Library  of  the  Institute,  370;  private  library  of  the  King,  37U  376 
^  'iloow  aoMDnt  of  the  late  Abb6  RWe,  381,  385;  booksellers,  387,  404 
printers,  405,  411;  bookbinders,  413,  4^;  men  of  letters,  DomBrial, 
the  Abb^  Bdtencourt,  423,  430;    Messrs.  Gail,  MiDin,  and  Langfts, 
430,  440 ;  a  Roxburghe  banquet,  443,  452;  coBection  of  M.  Denon,  453, 
467;  of  M.  Quintk  Oraufurd,  468,  480.  of  the  Marquis  de  Sammarita, 
481,  490;  notice  of  M.  Willemins  Momonens  In^dhs,  491,  493;  miscel- 
knemier  natSond  antiqultiGS,  ^^5^  502;  of  the  Fine  Arts,   502,  515; 
national  dMOactef,  516,  520;  departure  ftom,  524. 
Poical,  Blaise,  portrait  of,  in  tiie  collection  of  Q.  Granted,  iL  473b 
Paul,  St.,  church  of  at  Rouen,  i.  86^7. 

Payne,  Mr.  John,  his  purchase  of  the  second  edition  of  Shakspeare,  from 
the  public  library  at  Aiigsbourg,  iU.  231  5  his  purchase  of  the  CWesjr 
Ebnerianui,  Supplement,  xzxvii. 
PeregrinWjB,  (?.,^  vision  of,  to  Count  Albert,  with  copper-plate,  iii.  221. 
PMaus,  M.,  printer,  and  member  of  the  Academy  at  Rouen,  i.  127-9. 
Pfiiter,  tracts  printed  bp^tn  the  Royal  library  at  Paris,  ii.  260;  the  /Var 
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Biitoriei,  Biblia  Pmiperum,  Lot.  mid  Germ.  261 ;  /Mm,  1461  — teiMriy 

in  the  Royid  Uknrf,  iiow«ertotN,  to  the  Wolfeiibmtle  lihnyry,  iL  9S1. 
Phalsbaurg,  a  fortified  town  near  the  Vosges,  ii.  549^ 
Picard,  Omerm,  Mr.,  vtaA^  •£  chip  h^eif  ht  €ieB»  i.  dl^a. 
Piehtm,  Mr.,  founder  of  the  Poblic  I^rary  at  ^re»  L  446. 
Pietwra,  see  OmUerp. 

Pilgram,  jinii^^wAi^ttt  of  \^nna  mtedral,  ilL  6i9M^. 
Pt^ff»iii#,hidtof,kitheroadftMiSt.P5lten  to  Gdttwio  Meaartery,  wkh  a 

copper-pkte  engrarinfi^  of  the  same  parly,  on  their  nearer  ftppraach  to  the 

same  monastery,  iiL  421^,  433. 
Pimm,  portrait  of,  from  the  painting  of  Antonrilo  da  Mesdaa»  iL  4l^^ia 
PlooJdngen,  carious  old  town,  near  Stuttgart,  iiL  181. 
Phqmet,  Mr.  an  apodieeary  and  bode  yendor  at  Bayeuz,  i.  363. 
POien,  Si,,  post-town  between  MQIk  and  Vienna  iiL  419. 
P&nt  VEveque,  between  Honfleur  and  Caen,  L  267.  *-  Otriify,  between  Vire 

and  FcJaise,  iL  6. 
PartraiU,  list  o^  in  the  Pab&  Library  at  Caen,  L  327. 
Pmimitf,  engremed,  number  of,  in  die  collection  of  the  Enq[>eror  of  Anstrii^ 

iiL598. 
PoitUUtm,  in  the  Dieppe  diligence,  L  37>  at  TtocarriUe,  L  236;  in  the4odiy 

of  Baden,  iiL  101 ;  m  the  territory  of  Bavaria,  iiL  200;  m  Austria,  iii.  369. 
Pruter,  ihe,  at  Vienna,  description  of,  iiL  582,  &c. 
Prev&itLe,  Mr.  his  draixongsof  the  Abbey  of  St  Ooen,  L77 ;  his  antiqaviMi  ] 

knowledge,  152;  list  of  some  rare  books  in  his  library,  153;  attentions  to 

the  authw,  187. 
Prmtingr,  aneient  and  modem,  at  Rouen,  L   123-152;  at  ViemM^  iii.  608. ; 

see  Stereotype. 
PrmUelUng  and  Print  shapt,  at  Rois,  ii.  512. 
ProieeUmi  church  at  Caen,  L  341.    See  Caiholki. 
Prudhm,  Parisian  painter,  character  of  his  pictures,  iL  483. 
PuoellettOrleams;9etj4rc,^€atmeif. 
Puipit,  in  Bayeux  cathedral,  L  349;  of  stone,  in  Strasbouig  cathedral,  iii  35; 

of  marble  and  gilt  in  the  diurch  of  the  monastery  of  St  FXarian,  400{  en- 
tirely of  gilt,  in  the  monastic  chnn^  of  Molk,  iiL  416. 

Q. 

Quays,  at  Rouen,  i.  108. 

QuUiebeuf,  Mr.,  his  preaclung  in  Rouen  cathedral,  i.  67. 

QuiUebe^f,  fishing  village  in  Normandy,  L  219. 

Quinim  Crau/urd,  late  Mr.,  his  collection  of  pictures,  ii.  468-480. 

R. 

Radel,  Peiii,  Mr.,  librarian  of  the  Manrine  Library,  ii.  364-369. 
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R&mimtiUei,  laM^rqum  d^.p^rtrmit^,  in  the  ejection  of  Mr.  Q.  Owifivd, 
iL474. 

Ramparti  of  Henna,  remarkB  iq>on,  ili.  610. 

Banner,  Mr.,  Public  Libnurian  at  Nuremberg,  S^g^pl.  lan.,  kc. 

IUtobon  :  account  of  the  town,  cathedral,  monasteries,  and  public  coUce- 
tions,  Sappi.  viL-xv. 

Redaua,  Mr.,  his  drawings  of  flowers  —  colleettoo  of,  in  the  King's  Mfate 
library  at  Rois,  ii.  376. 

R^armation,  at  Strasbaarg^,  anecdotes  connected  vnth,  iii.  87. 

Rembrandt,  M.  Denon's  collection  of  prints  by,  iL  460. 

Renamdiere,  M.  Lanon  de  la,  at  Vlre— his  bHdiomaniaeal  ardour  and  libnry, 
i.  431-46 ;  society  458 ;  his  loTC  of,  and  translations  from,  Thomsott*ft 
Seasons,  459,  &c. ;  opinion  of  our  rei^ews,  460;  afternoon's  mnUe  with 
the  author,  460;  fi^ndly  attentions  to  the  author,  iL  2. 

Renomard,  Mr.,  bookseller  at  Pteis,  iL  892;  character  of  his  pubfications, 
392-3 ;  his  choice  library,  394-7. 

Repoioirs,  what— at  Falaise,  iL  60. 

,Rmewt,Edmlmrgh  and  Quarterijf,  opinion  iqKm,  L  460. 

Revolution,  late,  in  France,  direful  effects  of,  i.  88, 180, 204,  362, 371, 406, 
iL360;iiL50. 

Rkeim,  its  cathedral,  &c.  briefly  described,  St^.  Ix. 

RiaoM,  Mr.,  at  Rouen— his  library,  i.  10^158. 

Rive,  Akh^,  the  late  —  account  of,  with  copper-plate  of  his  portndt,  iL  381- 
385. 

Robec,  Raede,  at  Rouen,  L  114-5. 

Roberteaa,  jdace  so  called  near  Strasbomg,  iiL  13. 

RobRoy,  read  forthe  first  time  at  Strasbomg,  Hi.  76. 

Roger,  Mr.  stippling  engraver  at  Pktfis,  iL  509- 

Rofifritech,  a  Talet— hired  at  Strasbourg,  iiL  99|  —  his  expedition  from  Maa- 
heim  to  Stuttgart,  iii.  171-2. 

Rollin,  Mr.,  protestant  preacher  at  Caen,  L  341. 

Rotto,  the  monument  of,  in  Rouen  catiiedral,  L  52 ,  his  patronage  erf  c  gak sin 
tical  architecture,  198 ;  274. 

Romain,  dr  Romanue,  iSSf.  and  the  dragon-*«t  Rouen,  i.  66. 

RouBN :  approach  to  the  city,  i.  38-40 ;  general  impression  from  appearance 
of  the  streets,  i.  40-2 ;  old  copper-plate  views  of  the  town,  and  of  its  vid- 
nity,^  40-1;  H6te]  Vatel42;  Boulevards,  43-4;  population.  45;  cathedrsl, 
47 ;  copper.plate  view  of  the  exterior  of  the  south  transept,  50 ;  chapel  of 
our  Lady,  51 ;  Monuments  (with  engravings)  in  the  catiiedral,  51-64;  an- 
cient library  attached  to  it,  65;  ancient  feast  on  Ascension  Day,  66;  con- 
firmation, seen  by  the  author,  67 ;  the  abbey  of  St.  Ouen,  69-78;  churdiei 
of  St.  Madou,  St.  Vmcent,  St  Vivien,  St.  Gervais,  and  St.  Ptal,  80^; 
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rerolatioiiBry depredatioBi,  88,  180;  HiUes  de  Commerce,  90^2;  cmttle-^ 
market,  93;  Rae  de  laOroese  Horioge,  94;  Place  de  la  Pncelle,  96 ;  repre^ 
sentation  of  the  Champ  de  Drap  d'Qr,  100-2;  Pdais  de  Justice,  103-5; 
Judges  in  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce,  106;  Quays,  106;  Bridge  of  Boats, 
110;  Rue  du  Bac,  with  engraving,  111-2;  manufiEM^ories,  113;  Rue  de  Ro- 
bee,  1 14 ;  Mont  Ste.  Catharine,  1 16-122 ;  old  and  modem  printing  at  Rouen, 
123-151 ;  chap-books,  religious,  moral,  and  amusing,  134-148 ;  booksellers, 
149  151 ;  book-collectors,  152-160 ;  account  of  the  MSS.  and  early  printed 
books  in  the  PubMc  library,  161-184 ;  departure  from,  and  distant  view  of, 
with  engraving,  185-8 ;  picture  gallery,  162. 

JUMhwrghe  CM,  alluded  to,  i.  184;  iii.  302;  liL  446;  Roxburghe  banquet, 
given  by  the  author  at  Paris,  iL  441-451. 

JUie,  AhU  dektfWB  Treatise  upon  the  Armoiic  bards,  i.  282 ;  description  of 
his  person,  i.  309 ;  iq;)predation  of  his  talents,  i.  363. 


S^baih,  the,  at  Dieppe,!.  19-24;  at  Falaise,  ii.  59;  at  Pkffis,  ii.  105; at 
^enna,  iii.  584,  &c  at  Nuremberg,  Suf^,  xliii<-iv. 

5My,  SUvettre  de,  Mr.,  his  high  character  as  an  Orientalist,  ii.  438. 

Sakon,  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Florian,  nuigniioence  of,  iiL  402,  &c. 

Salzbubo,  approach  to,  iii.  322,  329,  343,  346;  the  hotel  of  the  Golden 
Schiff,  346 ;  the  Citadel,  mth  copper-plate  engraving,  347 ;  Place,  near  the 
cathedral,  348;  diminished  population  of  the  town,  348 ;  churches  of  ^, 
TVinki  and  Sebattien,  ibid.  imoiiMtery  of  St.  Peter,  with  an  account  of  the 
Hbrary  and  book  purchases  therefrom,  349-356;  mountainous  country  in 
thevidnity  of  Salzburg,  357;  height  of  the  prindpal  mountams,  t&fJ;  dr- 
paiture  from  Salsburg,  361. 

Saigbwg  marbie,  commendation  of,  iii.  403. 

Sandrart,  his  dief  d'osuvre,  as  a.  painter,  at  Nuremberg,  Suppl,  xxix. 

Sareamder,  P»  /.  librarian  of  ^  Capuchin  convent,  in  the  Rossan,  near 
Vienna;  Ids  Latin  bill  of  parcels,  of  books  bought  from  thence,  iiL  621. 

Saveme,  entrance  into  —  and  momtafaioius  country  in  the  vicinity  of,  ii. 
551-3. 

Awdrtf/)/,  village  on  the  road  to  Strasbomg,  ii.  533. 

SoMe,  Marikal,  account  of  his  monument,  in  the  church  of  St.  Thomas,  at 
Strasbourg,  iiL  43. 

Sehalbaeher,  a  bookseller  at  Vienna,  puKhase  of  books  fr^m,  iii.  607>  &c. 

Scherer,  Mr.,  head  librarian  of  the  Public  library  at  Mumdi,  iiL  312-3; 
kind  assistance  of,  in  the  translation  of  a  German  metrical  ms.  of  Sir  IVis- 
trem,  264. 
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SekilUr,  colossal  bust  of,  by  Dannecker,  iii.  17^- 

Schiichtegroii,  Mr.,  one  of  the  curators  of  the  Public  Library  at  Munich,  iiL 
310^  kind  attentions  of,  ibid. 

Sohloaer,  Mr.  Professor  at  Heidelberg,  his  ''  UniTersal  Biography,"  StippL 
L-U. 

Schoep/Hn,  among  the  celebrated  characters  of  Strasbourg,  iii.  45. 

ScMnhrutm  Palace,  near  Vienna,  575. 

Schufeig'haaier,  /.  sen.  Mr.,  his  talents  alhided  to,  iii.  7^-20^  his  edition  of 
Herodotus,  95;  interview  with,  at  Baden,  iii  105,  &c.;  his  portrait,  110 ; 
evening  walk  mth,  iiL  114. 

Schweighwuier,jun.  Mr.,  his  kind  attentbns  to  the  author,  iii  25^  50,  97 » his 
Memoirs  of  Koch,  iiL  47. 

Sebastian,  St.,  sculptured  figure  of,  in  the  church  at  Falaise,  iL  22. 

Seguin,  Mr.  account  of  his  publications  at  Vire,  L  449.  See  Biblioorafhi- 
CAL  Index. 

Sever,  St.,  between  Ville^dieu  and  Vm,  L  421. 

Sevre,  near  Paris,  ii.  72. 

Siebenkees,  Mr.  Professor,  public  librarian  at  Landshut  —  kind  attentions  to 
the  author,  iii.  330332. 

Society  of  Belies  Lettres,  at  Rouen:  sitting  of,  L  180. 

Seleinne,  Mr,,  his  fine  dramatic  library,  ii.  301. 

Scmmama,  Marquis  de,  his  collection  of  paintings  and  sculpture,  ii.  480- 
490. 

Sarbonne,  ndghbourhood  of,  and  College  Royale,  u.  386. 

Specklin,  Daniel,  his  plate  of  Strasbourg  cathedral,  iii.  41. 

S^fenoer,  Comntess,  prints  from  her  designs  in  a  private  house  near  Bayeoz, 
L362. 

,  Earl',  his  purdiase  of  the  VaUhtffer  Boccacdo,  L  236;  his  vint 
to  P^yis,  and  confrontation  of  his  own  impression  of  the  woodcut  of  St 
Christopher,  with  a  supposed  sonilar  impression  at  Psris,  iL  143-145; 
his  libnury  aUuded  to,  L  433 ;  iL  263, 265, 266, 273, 311,314,  316,  317;  iiL 
56,  79, 132,  140, 192,  288,  306,  381,  Sappl.  x.,  zxv ,  xxnv. ;  his  o^nkn 
respecting  a  copy  oi  Vine  Han's  edition  of  Servfais  in  Vh^gifium,  in  the 
Mazarine  library,  iL  366;  is  toasted,  with  the  Rozbui|^  Chib,  443;  Cited 
by  the  Society  of  Bibliophiles  at  Paris,  449-450. 

Spire,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  near  Manheim,  desolated  state  of  the  cathe- 
dral, Stg>pl.  Iviii. 

Steinback,  Ervin  de,  one  of  the  architects  of  Strasbourg  cathedral,  iiL  15-17. 

Stereotype  printing,  ancient— in  the  Public  Ubrary  at  Angsbourg,  iiL  235; 
modem,  about  to  be  established  at  Vienna,  iii.  608. 

Stoeger,  Mr.,  bookseller  at  Munich,  iiL  299-303. 
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Stoikard,  Mt.Jun,,  his  labonrs  connected  with  the  Bayenx  tapestry,  i.  366, 
383. 

Strasbouro;  apiMtwch,  and  entrance  faito,  iL  664 ;  the  Protestant  Religion, 
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beigiste,  232|  Montinorend  castle,  and  ne^hbourhood,  with  vignette  and 
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VemH,  M.,  hk  lithognq>hicalprodiictioiis,  ii.  613. 
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the  GqnicbiiiB,  in  the  RoesM,  619;  departure  firoin,  Shippiment,  v. 
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HmmI,  St.,  dioreh  of,  at  Rouen,  L  89. 

Vni;  q>praMdito,i.422;  the  town,  423 ;  h4tel  of  the  Ghevfel  Blanc,  423, 
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flrgU,  two  andent  editions  <^— procured  fnm  the  Royal  hSbnry  at  Stutt- 
gart, iiL  170, 171-3. 

Firgm  Mmry^  wretched  representation  of  at  St.  Lo.,  i.  397;  price  of  ^aister 
images  of,  at  St.  Lo,  398;  figure  of,  in  the  cithedral  at  Cotttanoes,  404; 
wood  cot  o^  i.  320. 

VMk^  M.,  iHresident  of  the  society  of  bellea-lettres  at  Rouen,  i.  180. 

y\ir}f^  a  small  town,  on  the  road  to  Strasborg,  iL  531. 

Vwia^  St.,  church  of  at  Rooen,  i.  82-4. 

f^othifffto  VilleDien,  i.  419:  from  Dreox  to  Pkffis,  iL 

F^htdre,  his  bnst  by  Hoodon,  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Q.  Oanfnrd,  ii.  471 1 
his  figure,  in  the  library  of  the  Institute,  iL  370. 

Fo$get^  mountainous  country  near  Strasbourg,  iiL  20;  number  of  baronia] 
castles  in  the  same,  ibid, ;  libraries  in  the  same,  iii.  70. 
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Waterloo,  print  representing  the  effects  of  the  battle  of,  ii.  510. 

9FatU,  Mr.,  about  to  establish  a  stereotype  press  at  Vienna,  iiL  608. 
9FeUingt(m,  Duke  of,  his  portnut  by  Gerard,  iL  507;  in  aquatint,  511; 
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ViBoenI  and  QoiaH,  il  Qeoeii,  L  8i-d;  in  lOie  diwcli  it  Uma,  fi.  6$|  m 
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ADDENDA. 

Vol  I  p.  309.  T)ie  HisU^  of  Caen  by  the  Abb^  de  la  Rue, 
has  just  a|^)eared  in  two  small  octavo  volumes  (not  quarto— as  here 
spedfied— and  as  I  had  been  previously  informed)  under  the  title  of 
Essais  Historiques  mr  Ja  Vilk  de  Cam  ti  son  Arrondissemeni. 
Caen,  1820.  With  the  exoepticm  of  twoor  three  indifferent  plates 
of  relics  of  sculpture,  and  of  tiles,  with  armorial  bearings,  this 
woric  is  entirely  divested  of  ornaments.  There  are  some  useftd 
historical  detaUs  in  it,  taken  &t»n  the  examination  of  records  and 
adiives:  but  a  Histobt  op  Caen  is  yet  a  d^deratum. 

VoL  L  p.  444.  The  new  edition  of  the  Faudeoires  ef  Oli- 
VIS&  Basseux,  here  alluded  to,  has  recently  appeared  under  the 
editorial  care  of  Mr.  Louis  Dub(Hs,  under  the  title  of  <<  F^ncr-dSe- 
Vires  d'OUmer  Baeedin^  Pdete  Nomumd,  de  la  Jin  du  wiv. 
Siecky^  &c  PoJMon,  Caen,  1821.  8vo.  pp.  264:  Fsfier  oidin.  7 
fr.  Pap.  v^lin  15  fr. 

VoL  iL  p.  59.  Falaise.  The  Sabbath-preparation,  and  pro. 
cession  therefirom,  here  recorded,  denoted  the  celehration  of  the 
Fete  Dieu.  I  happened  to  be  at  Paris,  two  years  afterwards, 
qn  the  oelelmition  of  the  same  fste ;  and  walked  between  the  fa- 
mous GkMm  tapestiy,  extended  on  either  side,  for  at  least  100 
yards,  towards  the  Louvre.  The  grandest  procession  in  Paris,  on 
that  day,  was  from  the  ThiriBeriee  to  the  parish  diurch  of  Si. 
Germaim  aux  Juaerrois.  The  Duchesse  d^Angouleme  walked 
in  this  procesnon;  and  it  happening  to  rain,  several  umbrellas, 
fixMn  the  bystanders,  were  offered  for  her  acoeptance^but  she  de- 
clined receiving  one.  These  processions  are  moving  in  aU  parts  of 
Paris,  by  times  in  the  morning :  but  the  people,  generally  speak- 
ing, heed  them  very  httie. 

VoL  il  p.  313.  The  first  Jldine  Ariiioik  upon  vellum.  Noc- 
withstamting  I  deferred  to  the  ofnnicm  of  Mr.  Van  Praet,  and  had 
even  supposed,  from  the  evidence  here  adduced,  that  there  was  no 
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copy  of  i^JhrH  ▼dume  of  dus  dition  iipofi  V€2iifffi,  yet  it  had  at- 
ways  appeared  to  me  atrange  and  unaooountable,  that  a  printer, 
like  Aldus,  should  lunf^  strudc  off  copies  upon  Tdlum,  of  the  re» 
ffiOffMi^  volumes  of  an  edition,  of  which  there  had  been  no  smikr 
impressicms  taken  of  the^«/ ;  and  thereby  rendering  every  mem- 
branaceous copy  incomplete.  It  has  at  length  turned  out  diat 
there  dbiM  exist  a  copy  of  the^^  vdume  upon  vdlum :  and  the  &. 
iHtuyof  New  College,  Oxford,  boasts  of  this  umfUf  treasure  in  its 
way.  This  discovery,  I  kam,  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaisfOTd, 
the  Greek  Professor  of  that  Univerfflty.  It  is  probaUe  that  some 
accident  had  attended  the  impressions  of  the^«^  vdume  upon  vd- 
lum;  as  it  b  otherwise  impossible  to  account  fcnr  its  general  non-ap- 
pearance. 

VoL  iiL  455.  MSS.in  Aelmperial  Library  at  Vienna.  In  the  xlvth 
number  of  the  Clameal  Journal^  for  March  1821,  there  iqppears 
a  very  particular  account  of  the  Thbobosiak  Map,  or  Tahtla 
Peuikigmana,  ^t  having  belonged  to  an  individual  of  the  name  of 
Deeideriue  Ignatius  Peutinger,  in  1714)  the  two  Grreek  MSS.  of 
Dioecorides,  and  some  Gredc  MSS  of  Homer,  &c.  together  with 
slighter  notices  of  a  few  other  amilar  curiosities.    The  author- is 

Da.  NOXHDKN. 

Sypplementy  p.  3n,  note.  The  Shkine  of  St.  Sbbald.  I  am 
favoured  by  Mr.  Boosey^  jun.  with  a  translation  of  that  part 
of  the  Guide  of  Nuremberg^  printed  in  the  German  language, 
which  relates  to  this  very  curious  and  splendid  shrine,  and  whidi 
isasfolldws:  <^The  shrine  q^  St.  Sdfold  was  began  in  1506  by 
Peter  Fischer,  and  his  five  sons,  and  was  finiAed  on  the  19th 
June  1519 ;  it  required  <me  hundred  and  twenty  hundred  weig^ 
of  metal,  and  cost  tw^ity-ox  thousand  four  hundred  guldens, 
whidi.was  paid  by  voluntary  contributicms.  -  The  part  whidi  is 
covered  with  gold  and  silver,  is  five  feet  ten  indies  kmg,  and  one 
foot  seven  inches  broad  inside  the  coffin.  It  was  built  in  \S97j  . 
and  cost  five  hundred  and  six  guldens  in  gold.  Fischer's 
work  measures  fifte^i  feet  in  hei^t,  eight  feet  seven  inches 
in  length,  and  four  feet  eight  inches  in  breadth.  It  has  this 
inscription  npoa  it :  ^^  Peter  Fisdier,  dtizen  of  Nuremberg,  per- 
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foaned  this  work  with  hbaoius  «m1  brought  it  to  a  completion  m 
the  jeax  1519.  To  God  aia)2IB  is  the  praise,  and  to  SH  Sebald, 
the  heavenly  prinoe^  the  honour,  with  the  assistance  of  the  diarity 
of  pious  persons.^ 


liondoti :  Printed  by  W.  Balroer  and  W.  Nicol, 
CleTcland-row,  St.  James's. 
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CORRECTIONS. 


VOLUME  1 

'• 

page. 

lifut. 

>• 

read. 

67. 

13. 

dioir. 

altar. 

159. 

21. 

Sunt  Palaye, 

Barfoasan. 

221. 

12. 

vastly  pretty. 

extremely  (Mctnreaq^ 

261. 

4. 

Demetal, 

DametaL 

(Thifl  error  has  been  liitrodiioed  in  the  inscripdon  of  the  coppei^pl«te  of  the 

church  80  called.) 

291. 

I. 

ancients. 

soaodent 

11. 

ine. 

five. 

316. 

20. 

a  vastly. 

rathera 

361. 

20. 

1712, 

1763 

406. 

16. 

en  bon  pomt. 

embon  point. 

412. 

32. 

librarian. 

bookseller. 

VOLUME  II 

, 

fir 

read 

62. 

last  but  6.    feature. 

features. 

122. 

2.    indea. 

iudea. 

448. 

17. 

Transdentals, 

467. 

6.    inventor. 

restorer. 

467.  the  reference,  to  the  **  Opposm  Plats'*  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  is  erroneous;  the  head  of  Denon  being  introduced  at  page  469,  after  the 
previous  leaf  was  cancelled. 

478.         8.  Marmontel,  Montmartd. 


67. 

68. 

74. 

228. 

286. 

(y^.Jy    464. 

^  612. 


VOLUME 

IIL 

/or 

read 

20. 

Lavargna, 

Lavagna. 

19. 

Attium, 

Attius. 

20. 

Francs, 

Franks. 

24. 

FUner, 

Fnmer. 

4. 

Meinrat. 

Meinart. 

21. 

Vrwino, 

Vniverso. 

h»tbttt2. 

et. 

etc. 
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